AN INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY 



'IIIM MAt ^!^l I \N I «PMl-\SV 
NI-'VV V'llil. • »)«>’>.!', till) '..*1 l-UtA. 
\M A ■ -I » ». I'.i I't i. 

MArMlI.I-AN' 1 < I . I IMII, t. 

■ lnlMl^^v ■ *Aiii'nA 

MKi iriiri:r;rt 

TIIK MAt .Mtrj AN « «• IH’ r.VNAHA. I. 

I'l IIM !?• I II 





Fig. 1. — The Lick Ob5e^vato^J^ Mount Hamilton, California. 









AN INTRODUCTION 

TO 

ASTRONOMY 


BY 

FOREST RAY MOULTON, Ph.D. 

PROFIOHHOU (Hi- AHTllONOMV IN TUB UNIVERSITY OF OHICAOO 
RKHBAKCII ASSOUIATR OF TUB CARNEOIB INSTITUTION 
OI' WASHINGTON 



Ncto gotk 

THE MACMILLAN COMPANY 

lyia 


AU riqhi» reaen?^ 



13973 

191 



OopTBioirr, 1006 and 1016, 

By THK MACMILLAN COMPANY. 


Set up and electrotypcd. Published April, 1906, Reprinted 
November, 1907; July, 190S; April, xgio; April, 1911; September, 
1913: September, 1913; October, X9Z4. 

New and revised edition November, 19x6; August, 19x7. 

520 

f'iiq 


Norfufoab 

,T. S. Cnnhlng Oo. — Bemlok & Smith Oo. 
Norwood, Mass., UiS.A. 



PREFACE 


The necessity for a new edition of “ An Introduction to 
Astronomy” lias furnislied an opportunity for entirely re¬ 
writing it. As ill the first edition, the aim has been to pre¬ 
sent the great subject of astronomy so that it can be easily 
comprehended even ])y a who has not had extensive 

scientific training. It has been assumed that the reader has 
no intenti(.)n of becoming an astronomer, but that he has an 
interest in the wonderful mhverse which surrounds him, and 
that he lias arrived at such a stage of intellectual development 
that he demands the reasons for whatever conclusions he is 
asked to accept. The first two of these fissumptions have 
largely determined tlie subject matter which is presented ; 
the third has strongly inlluenc.ed the method of presenting it. 

While the aims have not changed materially since the first 
edition was written, the details of the attempt to accomplish 
them have undergone many, and in some cases important, 
moditications. For example, the work on reference points and 
lines has been del'erred to Chapter IV. If one is to Imow the 
sky, and not siini)ly know about it, a knowledge of the coordi¬ 
nate systems is indisj)ensable, but they always present some 
difticjiilties when they are encountered at the beginning of tlic 
subject. It is believed that the X)resent treatment prepares 
so thoroughly for their study and leads so naturally to them 
that their mastery will not be found difficult. The chapter on 
telescopes has been regretfully omitted because it was not 
necessary for understanding the remainder of the work, and 
because the space it occupied was needed for treating more 
vital parts of the subject. The numerous discoveries in the 
sidereal universe during the last ten years have made it neces¬ 
sary greatly to enlarge tlie last chapter. 
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PREFACE 


As now arranged, the first chapters are devoted to a discus¬ 
sion of the earth and its motions. They present splendid 
examples of the characteristics and methods of science, and 
amply illustrate the care with which scientific theories are 
established. The conclusions which are set forth are bound up 
with the development of science from the dawn of recorded 
history to the recent experiments on the rigidity and the elas¬ 
ticity of the earth. They show how closely various sciences 
are interlocked, and how much an understanding of the earth 
depends upon its relations to the sky. They lead naturally to 
a more formal treatment of the celestial sphere and a study of 
the constellations. A familiaiity with the brighter stars and 
the more conspicuous constellations is regarded as important. 
One who has become thoroughly acquainted with them will 
always experience a thrill when he looks up at night into a 
cloudless sky. 

The chapter on the sun has been postponed until after the 
treatment of the moon, planets, and comets. The reason is 
that the discussion of the sun necessitates the introduction of 
many new and difficult topics, such as the conservation of en¬ 
ergy, the disintegration of radioactive elements, and the prin¬ 
ciples of spectrum analysis. Then follows the evolution of 
the solar system. In this chapter new and more serious de¬ 
mands are made on the reasoning powers and the imagination. 
Its study in a measure develops a point of view and prepares 
the way for the considemtion, in the last chapter, of the tran¬ 
scendental and absorbingly interesting problems respecting 
the organization and evolution of the sidereal universe. 

Lists of problems have been given at the ends of the prin¬ 
cipal divisions of the chapters. They cannot be correctly 
answered without a real comprehension of the principles which 
they involve, and in very many cases, especially in the later 
chapters, they lead to important supplementary results. It is 
strongly recomm'ended that they be given careful consideration. 

The author is indebted to Mr. Albert Barnett for the new 
star maps and the many drawings with which the book is illus¬ 
trated, with the exception of S'igs. 23 and 30, which were 
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kindly furnished by Mr. George Otis. He is indebted to 
Professor David Eugene Smith for photographs of Newton, 
Kepler, Herschel, Adams, and Leverrier. He is indebted to 
the Lick, Lowell, Solar, and Yerkes observatories for a large 
amount of illustrative material which was very generously 
furnished. He is under deeper obligations to his colleague. 
Professor W. D. MacMillan, than this brief acknowledgment 
can express for assistance on the manuscript, on the proofs, 
and in preparing the many problems which appear in the book. 


The UNiVBuaiTY op CiiiCAao, 
September 26, 1910. 


F. R. MOULTON. 
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Fig, 2. — The Yerkes Observatory of the University of Chicago, "Williams Bay, Wiscoi 

















AN INTRODITCTIOI^ TO 
■ ASTROJS'OMY 


CHAPTER I 

PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATIONS 

1. Science. — The progi*ess of mankind has been marked 
by a ninnbor of great intellectual movements. At one time 
the ideas of men were expanding with the knowletlge which 
they were obtaining fj'ojii the voyages of Columbus, Magel¬ 
lan, and the long list of hardy explorers who first visited the 
remote parts of the (iarth. At another, millions of men laid 
down their lives in or(l(?r that they might obtain toleration 
in religious beliefs. At another, the struggle was for political 
freedom. It is to Ijo noted with satisfaction that tliose 
movements whi(^h have involved the great mass of people, 
from the highest to the lowest, have led to results which 
have not been lost. 

The present age is known as the age of science. Never 
before have so many men been actively engaged in the 
pursuit of scietKje, and never before have its results con¬ 
tributed so enormously to the ordinary affairs of life. If all 
its present-day applications were suddenly and for a con¬ 
siderable time removed, the results would be disastrous. 
With the stopping of trains and steamboats the food supply 
in cities would soon fail, and thei-e would be no fuel with 
which to heat the buildings. Water could no longer be 
pumped, and devastating fires might follow. If people es¬ 
caped to the country, they would perish in large numbers 
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2 AN INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY [ch. i, 1 

because without modern machinery not enough food could 
be raised to supply the population. In fact, the more the 
subject is considered, the more clearly it is seen that at the 
present time the lives of civilized men are in a thousand ways 
directly dependent on the things produced by science. 

Astronomy is a science. That is, it is one of those sub¬ 
jects, such as physics, chemistry, geology, and biology, 
which have made the present age in very many respects 
altogether different from any earlier one. Indeed, it is the 
oldest science and the parent of a number of the others, and, 
in many respects, it is the most perfect one. For these rea¬ 
sons it illustrates most simply and clearly the characteristics 
of science. Consequently, when one enters on the study 
of astronomy he not only begins an acquaintance with a 
subject which has always been noted for its lofty and un¬ 
selfish ideals, but, at the same time, he becomes familiar with 
the characteristics of the scientific movement. 

2. The Value of Science. — The importance of science 
in changing the relations of men to the physical universe 
about them is easy to discern and is generally more or less 
recognized. That the present conditions of life are better 
than those which prevailed in earlier times proves the value. 
of science, and the more it is considered from this point of 
view, the more valuable it is found to be. 

The changes in the mode of living of man which science 
has brought about, will probably in the course of time give 
rise to marked alterations in his physique; for, the better 
food supply, shelter, clothing, and sanitation which have 
recently been introduced as a consequence of scientific dis¬ 
coveries, correspond in a measure to the means by which the 
best breeds of domestic animals have been developed, and 
without which they degenerate toward the wild stock from, 
'^’’hich they have been derived. And probably, also, as the 
T"S which cause changes in living organisms become 
: known through scientific investigations, man will 
uujuiaciously direct his own evolution. 
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But there is another less speculative respect in which 
science is impoi’tant and in which its importance will enor¬ 
mously increase. It has a profound influence on the minds 
of those who devote themselves to it, and the number of 
those who are intei’ested in it is rapidly increasing. In the 
first place, it exalts truth and honestly seelcs it, wherever the 
search may lead. In the second place, its subject matter 
often gives a breadth of vision which is not otherwise ob¬ 
tained. For example, the complexity and adaptability of 
living beings, the irresistible forces which elevate the moun¬ 
tains, or the majestic motions of the stars open an intellectual 
horizon far beyond that which belongs to the ordinary af¬ 
fairs of life. The conscious and deliberate search for truth 
and the contemplation of the wonders of natm^e change the 
mental habits of a man. They tend to make him honest 
with himself, just in his judgment, and serene in the midst 
of petty annoyances. In short, the study of science makes 
character, as is splendidly illustrated in the fives of many 
celebrated scientific men. It would undoubtedly be of very 
great benefit to the world if every one could have the dis¬ 
cipline of the sincere and honest search for the trutli which 
is given by scientific study, and the broadening influence of 
an acquaintance with scientific theories. 

There is an important possible indirect effect of science 
on the intellectual development of mankind whicli should 
not be overlooked. One of the results of scientific discoveries 
has been the greatly increased productivity of the human 
race. All of the necessities of life and many of its luxuries 
can now be supplied by the expenditure of much less time 
than was formerly required to produce the bare means of 
existence. This leaves more leisure for intellectual pursuits. 
Aside from its direct effects, this is, when considered in its 
broad aspects, the most important benefit conferred by 
science, because, in the final analysis, intellectual experiences 
are the only things in which men have an interest. As an 
illustration, any one would prefer a normal conscious life 
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for one year rather than an existence of five hundred years 
with the certainty that he would be completely unconscious 
during the whole time. 

It is often supposed that science and the fine arts, whose 
importance every one recognizes, are the antitheses of each 
other. The arts are believed to be warm and human, — 
science, cold and austere. This is very far from being the 
case. While science is exacting in its demands for pre¬ 
cision, it is not insensible to the beauties of its subject. In 
all branches of science there are wonderful harmonies which 
appeal strongly to those who fully comprehend them. Many 
of the great scientists have expressed themselves in their 
writings as being deeply moved by the lesthetic side of their 
subject. Many of them have had more than ordinary taste 
for art. Mathematicians are noted for being gifted in music, 
and there are numerous examples of scientific men who 
were fond of painting, sculpture, or poetry. But even if 
the common opinion that science and art are opposites were 
correct, yet science would contribute indirectly to art through 
.the leisure it furnishes men. 

3. The Origin of Science. — It is doubtful if any impor¬ 
tant scientific idea ever sprang suddenly into the mind of a 
single man. The great intellectual movements in the world 
have had long periods of preparation, and often many men 
were groping for the same truth, without exactly seizing it, 
before it was fully comprehended. 

The foundation on which all science rests is the principle 
that the universe is orderly, and that all phenomena succeed 
one another in harmony with invariable laws. Consequently, 
science was impossible until the truth of this principle was 
perceived, at least as applied to a limited part of nature. 

The phenomena of ordinary observation, as, for example, 
the weather, depend on such a multitude of factors that it 
was not easy for men in their primitive state to discover 
that they occur in harmony with fixed laws. This was the 
age of superstition, when nature was supposed to be con- 
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trolled by a great number of capricious gods whose favor 
could be won by childish ceremonies. Enormous experience 
was required to dispel such errors and to convince men that 
the universe is one vast organization whose changes take 
place in conformity with laws which they can in no way 
alter. 

The actual dawn of science was in prehistoric times, 
probably in the civilizations that flourished in the valleys 
of the Nile and the Euphrates. In the very earliest records 
of these people that have come down to modern times it is 
found that they were acquainted with many astronomical 
phenomena and had coherent ideas with respect to the mo¬ 
tions of the sun, moon, planets, and stars. It is perfectly 
clear from their writings that it was from their observations 
of the heavenly bodies that they first obtained the idea that 
the universe is not a chaos. Day and night were seen to 
succeed each other regularly, the moon was found to pass 
through its phases systematically, the seasons followed one 
another in order, and in fact the more conspicuous celestial 
phenomena were observed to occur in an orderly sequence. 
It is to the glory of astronomy that it first led men to the 
conclusion that law reigns in the universe. 

The ancient Greeks, at a period four or five hundred 
years preceding the Christian era, definitely undertook to 
find from systematic observation how celestial i)honomena 
follow one another. They determined very accurately the 
number of days in the year, the period of the moon’s revolu¬ 
tion, and the paths of the sun and the moon among the 
stars; they correctly explained the cause of eclipses and 
learned how to predict them with a considerable degree of 
accuracy; they undertook to measure the distances to the 
heavenly bodies, and to work out a complete system that 
would represent their motions. The idea was current among 
the Greek philosophers that the earth was spherical, that it 
turned on its axis, and, among some of them, that it revolved 
around the sun. They had true science in the modem 
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acceptance of the term, but it was largely confined to the 
relations among celestial phenomena. The conception that 
the heavens are orderly, which they definitely formulated and 
acted on with remarkable success, has been extended, espe¬ 
cially in the last two centuries, so as to include the whole 
universe. The extension was first made to the inanimate 
world and then to the more complicated phenomena asso¬ 
ciated with living beings. Every increase in carefully 
recorded experience has confirmed and strengthened the 
belief that nature is perfectly orderly, until now every one 
who has had an opportunity of becoming familiar with any 
science is firmly convinced of the truth of this principle, 
which is the basis of all science. 

4. The Methods of Science. — Science is concerned with 
the relations among phenomena, and it must therefore rest 
ultimately upon observations and experiments. Since its 
ideal is exactness, the observations and experiments must 
be made with all possible precision and the results must be 
carefully recorded. These principles seem perfectly obvious, 
yet the world has often ignored them. One of the chief 
faults of the scientists of ancient times was that they indulged 
in too many arguments, more or less metaphysical in charac¬ 
ter, and made too few appeals to what would now seem ob¬ 
vious observation or experiment. A great English philoso¬ 
pher, Francis Bacon (15(51-1627), made a powerful argument 
in favor of founding science and philosophy on experience. 

It must not be supposed that the ftiilure to rely on obser¬ 
vations and experiment, and especially to record the results 
of experience, are faults that the world has outgrown. On 
the j contrary, they are still almost universally prevalent 
among men. For example, there are many persons who be¬ 
lieve in dreams or premonitions because once in a thousand 
cases a dream or a premonition comes true. If they had 
written down in every case what was expected and what 
actually happened, the absurdity of their theory would 
have been evident. The whole mass of superstitions with 
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which mankind has burdened itself survives only because 
the results of actual experience are ignored. 

In scientific work great precision in making observations 
and experiments is generally of the highest importance. 
Every science furnishes examples of cases where the data 
seemed to have been obtained with greater exactness than 
was really necessary, and where later the extra accuracy 
led to important discoveries. In this way the foundation 
of the theory of the motion of the planets was laid. Tycho 
Brahe was an observer not only of extraordinary industry, 
but one who did all his work with the most painstaking care. 
Kepler, who had been his pupil and knew of the excellence 
of his measurements, was a computer who sought to bring 
theory and observation into exact harmony. He foimd it 
impossible by means of the epicycles and eccentrics, which 
his predecessors had used, to represent exactly the observa¬ 
tion of Tycho Brahe. In spite of the fact that the discrep¬ 
ancies were small and might easily have been ascribed to 
errors of observation, Kepler had absolute confidence in 
his master, and by repeated trials and an enormous amount 
of labor he finally arrived at the true laws of planetary 
motion (Art. 145). These laws, in the hands of the genius 
Newton, led directly to the law of gravitation and to the 
explanation of all the many peculiarities of the motions of 
the moon and planets (ALit. 146). 

Observations alone, however carefully they may have 
been made and recorded, do not constitute science. First, 
the phenomena must be related, and then, what they have 
in common must be perceived. It might seem that it would 
be a simple matter to note in what respects phenomena are 
similar, but experience has shown that only a very few have 
the ability to discover relations that are not already known. 
If this were not true, there would not be so many examples 
of new inventions and discoveries depending on very simple 
things that have long been within the range of experience of 
every one. After the common element in the observed 
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phenomena has been discovered the next step is to infer, by 
the process known as induction, that the same thing is true 
in all similar cases. Then comes the most difficult thing of 
all. The vital relationships of the one class of phenomena 
with other classes of phenomena must be discovered, and 
the several classes must be organized into a coherent whole. 

An illustration will make the process clearer than an 
extended argument. Obviously, all men have observed 
moving bodies all their lives, yet the fact that a moving body, 
subject to no exterior force, proceeds in a straight line with 
uniform speed was not known until about the time of Galileo 
(1564-1642) and Newton (1643-1727). When the result 
is once enunciated it is easy to recall many confirmatory 
experiences, and it now seems remarkable that so simple 
a fact should have remained so long undiscovered. It was 
also noted by Newton that when a body is acted on by a 
force it has an acceleration (acceleration is the rate of 
change of velocity) in the direction in which the force acts, 
and that the acceleration is proportional to the magnitude 
of the force. Dense bodies left free in the air fall toward 
the earth with accelerated velocity, and they are therefore 
subject to a force toward the earth. Newton observed these 
things in a large number of cases, and he inferred by induc¬ 
tion that they are universally true. He focused particularly 
on the fact that every body is subject to a force directed 
toward the earth. 

If taken alone, the fact that bodies are subject to forces 
toward the earth is not so very important; but Newton 
used it in connection with many other phenomena. For 
example, he knew that the moon is revolving around the 
earth in an approximately circular orbit. At P, in Fig. 3, 
it is moving in the direction PQ around the earth, E. But 
it actually moves from P to R. That is, it has fallen toward 
the earth through the distance QR. Newton perceived that 
this motion is analogous to that of a body falling near the 
surface of the earth, or rather to the motion of a body which 
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has been started in a horizontal direction from p near the 
surface of the earth. For, if the body were started hori¬ 
zontally, it would continue in the straight line pq, instead of 
cuiwing downward to r, if it were not acted upon by a force 
directed toward the earth. Newton also 
knew Kepler^s laws of planetary motion. ^ 

By combining with wonderful insight a 
number of classes of phenomena which 
before his time had been supposed to be 
unrelated, he finally arrived at the law of 
gravitation—Every particle of matter 
in the universe attracts every other par¬ 
ticle with a force which is directly pro¬ 
portional to the product of their masses 
and inversely proportional to the square 
of their distance apart.” Thus, by per¬ 
ceiving the essentials in many kinds of Fiq. 3. — The motion 
phenomena and by an almost unparal- to 
leled stroke of genius in combining them, lur to that of ji body 
he discovered one of the relations which horizontally 

every particle of matter in the universe 
has to all the others. By means of tlie laws of motion 
(Art. 40) and the law of gravitation, the whole problem of 
the motions of bodies was systematized. 

There is still another method employed in science which 
is often very important. After general principles have 
been discovered they can be used as the basis for deducing 
particular conclusions. The value of the particular conclu¬ 
sions may consist in leading to the accomplishment of some 
desired end. For example, since a moving body tends to 
continue in a straight line, those who build railways place 
the outside rails on curves higher than those on the in¬ 
side so that trains will not leave the track. Or, the 
knowledge of the laws of projectiles enables gunners to hit 
invisible objects whose positions are known. 

.The value of particular conclusions may consist in ena- 
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bling men to adjust themselves to phenomena over which 
they have no control. For example, in many harbors large 
boats can enter or depart only when the tide is high, and the 
knowledge of the times when the tides will be high is valuable 
to navigators. After the laws of meteorology have become 
more perfectly known, so that approaching storms, or 
frosts, or drouths, or hot waves can be accurately foretold 
a considerable time in advance, the present enormous losses 
due to these causes will be avoided. 

The knowledge of general laws may lead to information 
regarding things which are altogether inaccessible to obser¬ 
vation or experiment. For example, it is very important 
for the geologist to know whether the interior of the earth 
is solid or liquid; and, if it is solid, whether it is elastic or 
viscous. Although at first thought it seems impossible to 
obtain reliable information on this subject, yet by a number 
of indirect processes (Arts. 25, 26) based on laws established 
from observation, it has been possible to prove with cer¬ 
tainty that the earth, through and through, is about as 
rigid as steel, and that it is highly elastic. 

Another important use of the deductive process in science 
is in drawing consequences of a theory which must be ful¬ 
filled in experience if the theory is correct, and which may 
fail if it is false. It is, indeed, the most efficient means of 
testing a theory. Some of the most noteworthy examples 
of its application have been in connection with the law of 
gravitation. Time after time mathematicians, using this 
law as a basis for their deductions, have predicted phenom¬ 
ena that had not been observed, and time after time their 
predictions have been fulfilled. This is one of the reasons 
why the truth of the law of gravitation is regarded as having 
been firmly established. 

6. The Imperfections of Science. — One of the char¬ 
acteristics of science is its perfect candor and fairness. It 
would not be in harmony with its spirit to attempt to lead 
one to suppose that it does not have sources of weakness. 
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Besides, if its possible imperfections are analyzed, they can 
be more easily avoided, and the real nature of the final 
conclusions will be better understood. 

It must be observed, in the first place, that science con¬ 
sists of men^s theories regarding what is true in the universe 
about them. These theories are based on observation and 
experiment and are subject to the errors and incompleteness 
of the data on which they are founded. The fact that it 
is not easy to record exactly what one may have attempted 
to observe is illustrated by the divergence in the accounts 
of different witnesses of anything except the most trivial 
occurrence. Since men are far from being perfect, errors 
in the observations cannot be entirely avoided, but in good 
science every possible means is taken for eliminating them. 

In addition to this source of error, there is another more 
insidious one that depends upon the fact that observational 
data are often collected for the purpose of testing a specific 
theory. If the theory in question is due to the one who is 
maldng the observations or experiments, it is especially 
difficult for him to secure data uninfluenced by his bias in 
its favor. And even if the observer is not the author of the 
theory to which the observations relate, he is very apt to be 
prejudiced either in its favor or against it. 

Even if the data on which science is based were always 
correct, they would not be absolutely exhaustive, and the 
inductions to. general principles from them would bo sub¬ 
ject to corresponding uncertainties. Similarly, the general 
principles, derived from various classes of phenomena, which 
are used in formulating a complete scientific theory, do not 
include all the principles which ore involved in the particular 
domain of the theory. Consequently it may be imperfect 
for this reason also. 

The sources of error in scientific theories which have been 
enumerated are fundamental and will always exist. The 
best that can be done is to recognize their existence and to 
minimize their effects by all possible means. The fact that 
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science is subject to imperfections does not mean that it is 
of little value or that less effort should be put forth in its 
cultivation. Wood and stone and brick and glass have 
never been made into a perfect house; yet houses have been 
very useful and men will continue to build them. 

There are many examples of scientific theories which it 
has been found necessary to modify or even to abandon. 
These changes have not been more numerous than they 
have been in other domains of human activities, but they 
have been, perhaps, more frankly confessed. Indeed, there 
are plenty of examples where scientists have taken evident 
satisfaction in the alterations they have introduced. The 
fact that scientific theories have often been found to be 
imperfect and occasionally positively wrong, have led some 
persons who have not given the question serious consideration 
to suppose that the conclusions of science are worthy of no 
particular respect, and that, in spite of the pretensions of 
scientists, they are actually not far removed from the level 
of superstitions. The respect which scientific theories 
deserve and the gulf that separates them from superstitions 
will be evident from a statement of their real nature. 

Suppose a person were so situated that he could look 
out from an upper window over a garden. He could make 
a drawing of what he saw that would show exactly the relative 
positions of the walks, shrubs, and flowers. If he were color 
blind, the drawing could be made in pencil so as to satisfy 
perfectly all his observations. But suppose some one else 
who was not color blind should examine the drawing. He 
would legitimately complain that it was not correct because 
the colors were not shown. If the colors were correctly given, 
both observers would be completely satisfied. Now suppose 
a third person should look at the drawing and should then 
go down and examine the garden in detail. He would find 
that the various objects in it not only have positions but 
also various heights. He would at once note that the 
heights were not represented in the drawing, and a little 
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reflection would convince him that the three-dimensional 
garden could not be completely represented in a two-dimen¬ 
sional drawing. He would claim that that method of trying 
to give a correct idea of what was in the garden was funda¬ 
mentally wrong, and he might suggest a model of suitable 
material in three dimensions. Suppose the three-dimen¬ 
sional model were made satisfying the third observer. It is 
important to note that it would correctly represent all the 
relative positions observed by the first one and all the colors 
observed by the second one, as well as the additional in¬ 
formation obtained by the third one. 

A scientific theory is founded on the work of one or more 
persons having only limited opportunities for observation 
and experiment. It is a picture in the imagination, not on 
paper, of the portion of the universe imder consideration. It 
represents all the observed relations, and it is assumed that 
it will represent the relations that might be observed in 
all similar circumstances. Suppose some new facts are 
discovered which are not covered by the theory, just as the 
second observer in the garden saw colors not seen by the 
first. It will be necessary to change the scientific theory so 
as to include them. Perhaps it can be done simply by adding 
to the theory. But if the new facts correspond to the things 
discovered by the third observer in the garden, it will be 
necessary to abandon the old theory and to constriu;t an 
entirely new one. The new one must preserve all the rela¬ 
tions represented by the old one, and it must represent the 
new ones as well. 

In the light of this discussion it may be asked in what 
sense scientific theories arc true. The answer is that they 
are all true to the extent that they picture nature. The 
relations are the important things. When firmly established 
they are a permanent acquisition; however the mode of 
representing them may change, they remain. A scientific 
theory is a convenient and very useful way of describing the 
relations on which it is based. It correctly represents 
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them, and in this respect differs from a superstition which 
is not completely in harmony with its own data. It implies 
many additional things and leads to their investigation. If 
the implications are found to hold true in experience, the 
theory is strengthened; if not, it must be modified. Hence, 
there should be no reproach in the fact that a scientific 
theory must be altered or abandoned. The necessity for 
such a procedure means that new information has been 
obtained, not that the old was false.^ 

6. Great Contributions of Astronomy to Science. — As 
was explained in Art. 3, science started in astronomy. Many 
astronomical phenomena are so simple that it was possible 
for primitive people to get the idea from observing them 
that the universe is orderly and that they could discover its 
laws. In other sciences there are so many varying factors 
that the uniformity in a succession of events would not be 
discovered by those who were not dehberately looking for it. 
It is sufficient to consider the excessive complexities of the 
weather or of the developments of plants or animals, to see 
how hopeless would be the problem which a people with¬ 
out a start on science would face if they were cut off from 
celestial phenomena. It is certain that if the sky had al¬ 
ways been covered by clouds so that men could not have 
observed the regular motions of the sun, moon, and stars, 
the dawn of science would have been very much delayed. 
It is entirely possible, if not probable, that without the help 
of astronomy the science of the human race would yet be in 
a very primitive state. 

Astronomy has made positive and important contribu¬ 
tions to science within historical times. Spherical trigo¬ 
nometry was invented and developed because of its uses in 
determining the relations among the stars on the vault of 
the heavens. Very many things in calculus and still higher 

1 The comparison of scientific theories with the picture of the objects 
seen in the garden is for the purpose of making clear one of their particular 
features. It must be remembered that in most respects the comparison 
with BO trivial a thing is very imperfect and unfair to science. 
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branches -of mathematics were suggested by astronomical 
problems. The mathematical processes developed f6r astro¬ 
nomical applications are, of course, available for use in 
other fields. But the gi'eat science of mathematics does 
not exist alone for its applications, and to have stimulated 
its growth is an important contribution. While many 
parts of mathematics did not have their origin in astro¬ 
nomical problems, it is certain that had it not been for these 
problems mathematical science would be very different from 
what it now is. 

The science of dynamics is based on the laws of motion. 
These laws were first completely formulated by Newton, 
who discovered them and proved their correctness by con¬ 
sidering the revolutions of the moon and planets, which 
describe their orbits under the ideal condition of motion in a 
vacuum witliout any friction. The immense importance 
of mechanics in modern life is a measure of the value of this 
contribution of astronomy to science. 

The science of geography owes much to astronomy, both 
directly and indirectly. A gi-eat period of exploration fol¬ 
lowed the voyages of Columbus. It took courage of the 
highest order to sail for many weeks over an unknown ocean 
in the frail boats of his time. He had good reasons for think¬ 
ing he could reacli India, to the eastward, by sailing w(jst- 
ward from Spain. His reasons were of an avStronomical 
nature. He had seen the sun rise from the ocean in the 
east, travel across the sky and set in the west; he had ob¬ 
served that the moon and stars have similar motions; and 
he inferred from these things that the earth was of finite ex¬ 
tent and that the heavenly bodies moved around it. Tliis 
led him to believe it could be circumnavigated. Relying 
upon the conclusions that he drew from his observations of 
the motions of the heavenly bodies, he maintained control 
of his mutinous sailors during their perilous voyage across 
the Atlantic, tmd made a discovery that has been of immense 
consequence to the human race. 
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One of the most important influences in modern scientific 
thought is the doctrine of evolution. It has not only largely 
given direction to investigations and speculations in biology 
and geology, but it has also been an important factor in the 
interpretation of history, social changes, and even religion. 
The first clear ideas of the orderly development of the uni¬ 
verse were obtained by contemplating the relatively simple 
celestial phenomena, and the doctrine of evolution was cur¬ 
rent in astronomical literature more than half a century 
before it appeared in the writings of Darwin, Spencer, and 
their contemporaries. In fact, it was carried directly from 
astronomy over into geology, and from geology into the 
biological sciences (Art. 242). 

7. The Present Value of Astronomy. — From what has 
been said it will be admitted that astronomy has been of 
great importance in the development of science, but it is 
commonly believed that at the present time it is of little 
practical value to mankind. While its uses are by no 
means so numerous as those of physics and chemistry, it 
is nevertheless quite indispensable in a number of human 
activities. 

Safe navigation of the seas is absolutely dependent upon 
astronomy. In all long voyages the captains of vessels 
frequently determine their positions by observations of the 
celestial bodies. Sailors use the nautical mile, or knot, 
which approximately equals one and one sixth ordinary 
miles. The reason they employ the nautical mile is that this 
is the distance which corresponds to a change of one minute 
of arc in the apparent positions of the heavenly bodies. 
That is, if, for simplicity, the sun were over a meridian, its 
altitude as observed from two vessels a nautical mile apart 
on that meridian would differ by one minute of arc. 

Navigation is not only dependent on simple observations 
of the sun, moon, and stars, but the mathematical theory 
of the motions of- these bodies is involved. The subject is 
so difficult and intricate that for a long time England and 
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France offered substantial cash prizes for accurate tables of 
the positions of the moon for the use of their sailors. 

Just as a sea captain determines his position by astro¬ 
nomical observations, so also are geographical positions 
located. For example, explorers of the polar regions find 
how near they have approached to the pole by observations 
of the altitude of the sim. International boundary lines in 
many cases are defined by latitudes and longitudes, instead 
of being determined by natural barriers, as rivers, and in all 
such cases they are located by astronomical observations. 

It might be supposed that even though astronomy is essen¬ 
tial to navigation and geography, it has no value in the 
ordinary activities of life. Here, again, first impressions are 
erroneous. It is obvious that railway trains must be run ac¬ 
cording to accurate time schedulesdn order to avoid confusion 
and wrecks. There are also many other things in which accurate 
time is important. Now, time is determined by observations 
of the stars. The millions of clocks and watches in use in 
the world are all ultimately corrected and controlled by 
comparing them with the apparent diurnal motions of the 
stars. For example, in the United States, observations are 
made by the astronomers of the Naval Observatory, at 
Washington, on every clear night, and from these observa¬ 
tions their clocks are corrected. These clocks are in elec¬ 
trical connection with more than 30,000 other clocks in 
various parts of tb>^ country. Every day time signals are 
sent out from Washington and these 30,000 clocks are 
automatically corrected, and all other timepieces are 
directly or indirectly compared with them. 

It might be inquired whether some other means might 
not be devised of measuring time accurately. It might be 
supposed that a clock could be made that would run so 
accurately as to serve all practical purposes. The fact is, 
however, no clock ever was made which ran accurately for 
any considerable length of time. No two clocks have been 
made which ran exactly alike. In order to obtain a satis- 

Q 
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factory measure of time it is necessary to secure the ideal 
conditions under which the earth rotates and the heavenly 
bodies move, and there is no prospect that it ever will be 
possible to use anything else, as the fundamental basis, than 
the apparent motions of the stars. 

Astronomy is, and will continue to be, of great importance 
in connection with other sciences. It supplies most of the 
fundamental facts on which meteorology depends. It is 
of great value to geology because it furnishes the geologist 
information respecting the origin and pre-geologic history 
of the earth, it determines for him the size and shape of the 
earth, it measures the mass of the earth, and it proves impor¬ 
tant facts respecting the condition of the earth’s interior. 
It is valuable in physics and chemistry because the universe 
is a great laboratory which, with modem instruments, can 
be brought to a considerable extent within reach of the 
investigator. For example, the sun is at a higher tempera¬ 
ture than can be produced by any known means on the 
earth. The material of which it is composed is in an incan¬ 
descent state, and the study of the light received from it has 
proved the existence, in a number of instances, of chemical 
elements which had not been known on the earth. In fact, 
their discovery in the sun led to their detection on the earth. 
It seems probable that similar discoveries will be made many 
times in the future. The sun’s corona and the nebula 
contain material which seems to be in a more primitive state 
than any known on the earth, and the revelations afforded 
by these objects are having a great influence on physical 
theories respecting the ultimate structure of matter. 

Astronomy is of greatest value to mankind, however, in 
an intellectual way. It furnishes men with an idea of the 
wonderful universe in which they live and of their position 
in it. Its effects on them are analogous to those which are 
produced by travel on the earth. If a man visits various 
countries, he learns many things which he does not and can¬ 
not apply on his return home, but which, nevertheless, 
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make him a broader and better man. Similarly, though 
what one may learn about the millions of worlds 'which 
occupy the almost infinite space within reach of the great 
telescopes of modeni times cannot be directly applied in the 
ordinary affairs of life, yet the contemplation of such things, 
in which there is never anything that is low or mean or sordid, 
makes on him a profound impression. It strongly modifies 
the particular philosophy which he has more or less definitely 
formulated in his consciousness, and in harmony with which 
he orders his life. 

8. The Scope of Astronomy. — The popular conception 
of astronomy is that it deals in some vague and speculative 
way with the stars. Since it is obviously impossible to 
visit them, it is supposed that all conclusions respecting them, 
except the few facts revealed directly by telescopes, are pure 
guesses. Many people suppose that astronomers ordinarily 
engage in the harmless and useless pastime of gazing at the 
stars with the hope of discovering a new one. Many of those 
who do not luivo this view suppose that astronomers control 
the weather, can tell fortunes, and are very shrewd to have 
discovered the names of so many stars. As is true of most 
conclusions that are not based on evidence, these conceptions 
of astronomy and astronomers are absurd. 

Astronomy contains a gi’eat mass of firmly established 
facts. Astronomers demand as much evidence in support 
of their theories as is required by other scientists. They 
have actually measured tlic distances to the moon, sun, and 
many of the stars. They have discovered the laws of their 
motions and have determined the masses of the prineijm! 
members of the solar system. The precision attained in 
much of their work is beyond that realized in most other 
sciences, and their greatest interest is in measurable things 
and not in vague speculations. 

A more extended preliminary statement of the scope of 
astronomy is necessary in order that its study may be entered 
on without misunderstandings. Besides, the relations among 
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the facts with which a science deals are very important, 
and a preliminary outline of the subject will make it easier 
to place in their proper position in an organized whole all 
the various things which may be set forth in the detailed 
discussions. 

The most accessible and best-known astronomical object 
is the earth. Those facts respecting it that are determined 

entirely or in large 
part by astronomical 
means are properly 
regarded as belong¬ 
ing to astronomy. 
Among them are the 
shape and size of 
the earth, its average 
density, the condition 
of its interior, the 
height of its atmos¬ 
phere, its rotation on 
its axis and revolu¬ 
tion around the sun, 
and the climatic con¬ 
ditions of its surface 
so far as they are 
determined by its re¬ 
lation to the sun. 

The nearest celes¬ 
tial body is the 
moon. Astronomers 
have found by fimdamentally the same methods as those 
which surveyors employ that its distance from the earth 
averages about 240,000 miles, that its diameter is about 
2160 miles, and that its mass is about one eightieth that of 
the earth. The earth holds the moon in its orbit by its gravi¬ 
tational control, and the moon in turn causes the tides on the 
earth. It is found that there is neither atmosphere nor water 



Fia. 4. — The moon 1.5 days after the first 
quarter. Photographed with the 40~incli 
teleacope of the Yerkca Oha&roaiory. 
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on the moon, and the telescope shows that its surface is 
covered with mountains and circular depressions, many of 
great size, which are called craters. 

The earth is one of the eight planets which revolve around 
the sun in nearly circular orbits. Three of them are smaller 
than the earth and four are larger. The smallest. Mercury, 
has a volume about one twentieth that of the earth, and the 
largest, Jupiter, has a volume about one thousand times that 
of the earth. The great fiun, whose mass is seven hundred 
times that of all of the planets combined, holds them in their 
orbits and lights and warms them with its abundant rays. 
Those nearest the sun are heated much more than the earth, 
but remote Neptune gets only one nine-hundredth as much 
light and heat per unit area as is received by the earth. 
Some of the planets have no moons and others have several. 
The conditions on one or two of them seem to be perhaps 
favorable for the development of life, while the others cer¬ 
tainly cannot be the abode of such life as flourishes on the 
earth. 

In addition to the planets, over eight hundred small 
planets, or planetoids, and a great number of comets circu¬ 
late around the sun in obedience to the same law of gravita¬ 
tion. The orbits of nearly all the small planets lie between 
the orbits of Mars and Jupiter; the orbits of the comets are 
generally very elongated arid are unrelated to thei other 
members of the system. The phenomena presented by the 
comets, for example the behavior of their tails, raise many 
interesting and puzzling questions. 

The dominant member of the solar system is the sun. 
Its volume is more than a million times that of the earth, 
its temperature is far higher than any that can be produced 
on the earth, even in the most eflScient electrical furnaces, 
and its surface is disturbed by the most violent storms. 
Often masses of this highly heated material, in volumes 
greater than the whole earth, move along or spout up from 
its surface at the rate of several hundreds miles a minute. 
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The spectroscope shows that the suii contains many of the 
elements, particularly the metals, of which the earth is com¬ 
posed. The consideration of the possible sources of the 
sun’s heat leads to the conclusion that it has supplied the 
earth with radiant energy for many millions of years, and 
that the supply will not fail for at least a number of million 
years in the future. 

The stars that seem to fill the sky on a clear night are 
suns, many of which are much larger and more brilliant than 
our own sun. They appear to be relatively faint points of 
light because of their enormous distances from us. The. 
nearest of them is so remote that more than four years are 
required for its light to come to the solar system, though 
light travels at the rate of 186,330 miles per second; and 
others, still within the range of large telescopes, are certainly 
a thousand times more distant. At these vast distances 
such a tiny object as the earth would be entirely invisible 
even though astronomers possessed telescopes ten thousand 
times as powerful as those now in use. Sometimes stars 
appear to be close together, as in the case of the Pleiades, but 
their apparent proximity is due to their immense distances 
from the observer. There are doubtless regions of space 
from which the sun would seem to be a small star forming a 
close group with a number of others. There are visible 
to the unaided eye in all the sky only about 5000 stars, but 
the great photographic telescopes with which modem 
observatories are equipped show several hundreds of millions 
of them. It might be supposed that telescopes with twice 
the light-gathering power would show proportionately more 
stars, and so on indefinitely, but this is certainly not true, 
for there is evidence that points to the conclusion that they 
do not extend indefinitely, at least with the frequency with 
which they occur in the region around the sun. The visible 
stars are not uniformly scattered throughout the space which 
they occupy, but form a great disk-like aggregation lying in 
the plane of the Milky Way. 
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Many stars, instead of being single isolated masses, like 
the sun, are found on examination with highly magnifying 
telescopes to consist of two suns revolving aromid their 
common center of gravity. In most cases the distances 
between the two members of a double star is several times 
as great as the distance from the earth to the sun. The 
existence of double stars which may be much closer together 
than those which are visible through telescopes has also 
been shown by means of instruments called spectroscopes. 
It has been found that a considerable fraction, probably 
one fourth, of all the nearer stars are double stars. There 
are also triple and quadruple stars; and in some cases 
thousands of suns, all invisible to the unaided eye, occupy 
a part of the sky apparently smaller than the moon. Even 
in such cases the distances between the stars are enormous, 
and such clusters, as they are called, constitute larger and 
more wonderful aggregations of matter than any one ever 
dreamed existed before they were revealed by modern 
instruments. 

While the sun is the center around which the planets and 
comets revolve, it is not fixed with respect to the other 
stars. Observations with both the telescope and the spec¬ 
troscope prove that it is moving, with respect to the brighter 
stai's, approximately in the direction of the brilliant Vega 
in the constellation Lyra. It is found by use of the spectro¬ 
scope that the rate of motion is about 400,000,000 miles 
per year. The other stars are also in motion with an average 
velocity of about 600,000,000 miles per year, though some of 
them move much more slowly than this and some of them 
many times faster. One might think that the great speed of 
the sun would in a century or two so change its relations to 
the stars that the appearance of the sky would be entirely 
altered. But the stars are so remote that in comparison the 
distance traveled by the sun in a year is negligible. When 
those who built the pyramids turned their eyes to the sky 
at night they saw the stars grouped in constellations almost 
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exactly as they are seen at present. During the time cov¬ 
ered by observations accurate enough to show the motion 
of the sun it has moved sensibly in a straight line, though in 
the course of time the direction of its path will doubtless be 
changed by the attractions of the other stars. Similarly, 
the other stars are moving in sensibly straight lines in every 
direction, but not altogether at random, for it has been found 
that there is a general tendency for them to move in two. or 
more roughly parallel streams. 

In addition to learning what the universe is at present, 
one of the most important and interesting objects of astron¬ 
omy is to find out through what great series of changes it 
has gone in its past evolution, and what will take place in it 
in the future. As a special problem, the astronomer tries 
to discover how the earth originated, how long it has been 
in existence, particularly in a state adapted to the abode of 
life, and what reasonably may be expected for the future. 
These great problems of cosmogony have been of deep inter¬ 
est to mankind from the dawn of civilization; with increasing 
knowledge of the wonders of the universe and of the laws 
by which alone such questions can be answered, they have 
become more and more absorbingly attractive. 

I. QUESTIONS 

1. Enumerate as many ways as possible in which science is 
beneficial to men. 

2. What is the fxmdamental basis on which science rests, and 
what are its chief characteristics ? 

3. What is induction? Give examples. Can a science be de¬ 
veloped without inductions ? Are inductions always true ? 

4. What is deduction? Give examples. Can a science be de¬ 
veloped without deductions ? Are deductions always true ? 

5. In what respects may science be imperfect ? How may its im¬ 
perfections be most largely eliminated? Are any human activities 
perfect ? 

6. Name some superstition and show in what respects It differs 
from scientific conclusions. 

7. Why did science originate in astronomy ? 
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8. Are concluaionB in astronomy fimily established, as they are 
in other Boienoes ? 

, 9. In what fundamental respects do scientific laws differ from 

civil laws ? 

10. What advantages may be derived from a preliminary outline 
of the scope of astronomy ? Would they hold in the case of a sub¬ 
ject not a science? 

11. What questions respecting the earth are properly regarded 
as belonging to astronomy? To what other sciences do they re¬ 
spectively belong ? Is there any science which has no common 
ground with some other science ? 

12. What arts ore used in astronomy? Does astronomy con¬ 
tribute to any art ? 

13. What references to astronomy in the sacred or classioal litera¬ 
tures do you know ? 

14. Has astronomy exerted any influence on philosophy and 
religion ? Have they modified astronomy ? 



CHAPTER II 


THE EARTH 

I. The Shape of ti-ib Eabth 

9. Astronomical Problems respecting the Earth. — The 
earth is one of the objects belonging to the field of astronom¬ 
ical investigations. In the consideration of it astronomy 
has its closest contact with some of the other sciences, par¬ 
ticularly with geology and meteorology. Those problems 
respecting the earth that can be solved for other planets also, 
or that are essential for the investigation of other astronom¬ 
ical questions, are properly considered as belonging to the 
field of astronomy. 

The astronomical problems respecting the earth can be 
divided into two general classes. The first class consists of 
those which can be treated, at least to a large extent, with¬ 
out regarding the earth as a member of a family of planets 
or considering its relations to them and the sun. Such prob¬ 
lems are its shape and size, its mass, its density, its interior 
temperature and rigidity, and the constitution, mass, height, 
and effects of its atmosphere. These problems will be treated 
in this chapter. The second class consists of the problems 
involved in the relations of the earth to other bodies, partic¬ 
ularly its rotation, revolution around the sun, and the con¬ 
sequences of these motions. The treatment of these prob¬ 
lems will be reserved for the next chapter. 

It would be an easy matter simply to state the astronom¬ 
ical facts respecting the earth, but in science it is necessary 
not only to say what things are true but also to give the 
reasons for believing that they are true. Therefore one or 
more proofs will be given for the conclusions astronomers 
have reached respecting the earth. As a matter of logic 
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one complete proof is sufficient, but it must be remembered 
that a scientific doctrine consists of, and rests on, a groat 
number of theories whose truth may be more or less in ques¬ 
tion, and consequently a number of proofs is always desir¬ 
able. If they agree, their agreement confirms belief in the 
accuracy of all of them. It will not be regarded as a burden 
to follow carefully these proofs; in fact, one who has arrived 
at a mature stage of intellectual development instinctively 
demands the reasons we have for believing that our conclu¬ 
sions are sound. 

10. The Simplest and most Conclusive Proof of the 
Earth^s Sphericity. ^ — Among the proofs that the earth is 
round, the simplest and most conclusive is that the plane of 
the horizoUj or the direction of the plumb lincj changes by an 
angle which is directly proportional 
to the distance the observer travels 
along the surface of the earthy 
whatever the direction and distance 
of travel. 

It will be shown first that if 
the earth were a true sphere the 
statement would be true. For 
simplicity, suppose the observer 
travels along a meridian. If the 
statement is true for this case, 
it will be true for all others, 
because a sphere has the same 
curvature in every direction. 

Suppose the observer starts from 
Oiy Pig. 5, and travels northward 
to Oi. The length of the arc 
O 1 O 2 is proportional to the angle 
a which it subtends at the center of the sphere. Tlio planes 
of the horizon of Oi and O 2 are respectively OiHi and Oa-f/a. 

1 Tho oarth is not exactly round, but the doporturo from Bphorioity 
will bo negloctod for tho momont. 



proportional to tho diHtaiK^o 
tnivoled along tho Burfiu^o of 
tho oarth. 
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These lines are respectively perpendicular to COi and CO 2 . 
Therefore the angle between them equals the angle a. That 
is, the distsmce traveled is proportional to the change of 
direction of the plane of the horizon. 

The plumb lines at Ox and O 2 are respectively OxZx and 
OaZ 2 , and the angle between these lines is a. Hence the dis¬ 
tance traveled is proportional to the change in the direction 
of the plumb line. 

It will be shown now that if the surface of the earth were 
not a true sphere the change in the direction of the plane of 
the horizon would not be proportional to the distance traveled 

on the surface. Suppose 
Fig. 6 represents a plane 
section through the non- 
spherical earth along 
whose surface the ob¬ 
server travels. Since the 
earth is not a sphere, the 
curvature of its surface 
will be different at differ¬ 
ent places. Suppose that 
O 1 O 2 is one of the flatter 
regions and O3O4 is one 
of the more convex ones. 
In the neighborhood of 0i02 the direction of the plumb line 
changes slowly, while in the neighborhood of O3O4 its direc¬ 
tion changes more rapidly. The large arc O1O2 subtends an 
angle at Ci made by the respective perpendiculars to the 
surface which exactly equals the angle at Cz subtended by 
the smaller arc O3O4. Therefore in this case the change in 
direction of the plumb line is not proportional to the dis¬ 
tance traveled, for the same angular change corresponds to 
two different distances. The same result is true for the 
plane of the horizon because it is always perpendicular to 
the plumb line. 

Since the conditions of the statement would be satisfied 





6. — If the earth were not aphericoJ, 
equal angles would be subtended by area 
of different lengths. 
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in case the earth were spherical, and only in case it were 
spherical, the next question is what the observations show. 
Except for irregularities of the surface, which are not under 
consideration here, and the oblateness, which will be dis¬ 
cussed in Art. 12, the observations prove absolutely that the 
change in direction of the plumb line is proportional to the 
arc traversed. 

Two practical problems are involved in carrying out the 
proof which has just been described. The first is that of 
measuring the distance between two points along the sur- 



Fia. 7. — The base line AjAj in measured directly and the other distances 
are obtained by trinngulation. 

face of the earth, and the second is that of determining the 
change in the direction of the plumb line. The first is a 
refined problem of surveying; the second is solved by 
observations of the stars. 

All long distances on the surface of the earth are deter¬ 
mined by a process known as triangulation. It is much 
more convenient than direct measurement and also much 
more accurate. A fairly level stretch of country, Ai and 
A 2 in Fig. 7, a few miles long is selected, and the distance 
between the two points, which must be visible from each 
other, is measured with the greatest possible accuracy. 
lISc Lib B'lore 

Kon Min 
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This line is called the base line. Then a point As is taken 
which can be seen from both Ax and A2. A telescope is set 
up at Ai and pointed at A^. It has a circle parallel to the 
surface of the earth on which the degrees are marked. The 
position of the telescope with respect to this circle is recorded. 
Then the telescope is turned until it points toward A3. 
The difference of its position with respect to the circle when 
pointed at A2 and at A3 is the angle A2A1A3. Similarly, 
the telescope is set up at A2 and the angle A1A2A3 is meas¬ 
ured. Then in the triangle A1A2A3 two angles and the in¬ 
cluded side are known. By plane geometry, two triangles 
that have two angles and the included side of one respectively 
6qual to two angles and the included side of the other are 
exactly alike in size and shape. This simply means that 
when two angles and the included side of the triangle are 
given, the triangle is uniquely defined. The remaining parts 
can be computed by trigonometry. In the present case 
suppose the distance A2A3 is computed. 

Now suppose a fourth point A 4 is taken so that it is 
visible from both A2 and A3. Then, after the angles at A2 
and A3 in the triangle A2A3A4 have been measured, the line 
As A 4 can be computed. This process evidently can be con¬ 
tinued, step by step, to any desired distance. 

Suppose Ai is regarded as the original point from which 
measurements are to be made. Not only have various dis¬ 
tances been determined, but also their directions with respect 
to the north-south line are known. Consequently, it is 
known how far north and how far east A2 is from Ai. The 
next step gives how far south and how far east Aa is from A2. 
By combining the two results it is known how far south and 
how far east As is from Ai, and so on for succeeding points. 

The convenience in triangulation results partly from the 
long distances that can be measured, especially in rough 
country. It is sometimes advisable to go to the trouble of 
erecting towers in order to make it possible to use stations 
separated by long distances. The accuracy arises, at least 
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in part, from the fact that the angles are measured by in¬ 
struments which magnify them. The fact that the stations 
are not all on the same level, and the curvature of the earth, 
introduce little difficulties in the computations that must 
be carefully overcome. 

The direction of the plumb line at the station Ai, for 
example, is determined by noting the point among the stars 
at which it points. The plumb line at A2 will point to a 
different place among the stars. The difference in the two 
places among the stars gives the difference in the directions 
of the plumb lines at the two stations. The stars apparently 
move across the sky from east to west during the night and 
are not in the same positions at the same time of the day 
on different nights. Hence, there are here also certain cir¬ 
cumstances to which careful attention must be given in 
order to get accurate results. 

11 . Other Proofs of the Earth's Sphericiiy. — There are 
many reasons given for believing that the earth is not a 
plane, and that it is, indeed, some sort of a convex figure ; 
but most of them do not prove that it is actually spherical. 
It will be sufficient to mention them. 

(a) The earth has been circumnavigated, but so far as 
this fact alone is concerned it might be the shape of a cu¬ 
cumber. (&) Vessels disappear below the horizon hulls first 
and masts last, but this only proves the convexity of the 
surface, (c) The horizon appears to be a circle when viewed 
from an elevation above the surface of the water. This is 
theoretically good but obscrvationally it is not very exact, 
(d) The shadow of the earth on the moon at the time of a 
lunar eclipse is always an arc of a circle, but this proof is 
very inconclusive, in spite of the fact that it is often men¬ 
tioned, because the shadow has no very definite edge and 
its radius is large compared to that of the moon. 

12 . Proof of the Oblateness of the Earth by Arcs of 
Latitude. — The latitude of a place on the earth is deter¬ 
mined by observations of the direction of the plumb line 
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with respect to the stars. This is the reason that a sea cap¬ 
tain refers to the heavenly bodies in order to find his loca¬ 
tion on the ocean. It is found by actual observations of the 
stars and measurements of arcs that the length of a degree 
of arc is longer the farther it is from the earth^s equator. 
This proves that the earth is less curved at the poles than 
it is at the equator. A body which is thus flattened at the 
poles and bulged at the equator is called oblate. 

In order to see that in the case of an oblate body a degree 
of latitude is longer near the poles than it is at the equator, 
consider Fig. 8. In this figure E represents a plane section 

of the body through its poles. 
The curvature at the equator is 
the same as the curvature of the 
circle f?i, and a degree of latitude 
on E at its equator equals a 
degree of latitude on Ci. The 
curvature of E at its pole is the 
same as the curvature of the 
circle C2, and a degree of lati¬ 
tude on E at its pole equals a 
degree of latitude on C2. Since 
C2 is greater than Ci, a degree 
of latitude near the pole of the 
oblate body is greater than a degree of latitude near its 
equator. 

A false argument is sometimes made wliich leads to the 
opposite conclusion. Lines are drawn from the center of 
the oblate body dividing the quadrant into a number of 
equal angles. Then it is observed that the arc intercepted 
between the two lines nearest the equator is longer than 
that intercepted between the two lines nearest the pole. 
The error of this argument lies in the fact that, with the 
exception of those drawn to the equator and poles, these 
lines are not perpendicular to the surface. Figure 9 shows 
an oblate body with a number of lines drawn perpendicular 



Fio, 8. — The length of a degree 
of latitude is least at the equa¬ 
tor and greatest at the polos. 
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Fig. 9. — pGrpendiculara to the surface of 
nn oblnto body, showing that equal arcs 
subtend largest angles at its equator and 
smallest at its polos. 


to its surface. Instead of their all passing through the 
center of the body, they are tangent to the curve AB. The 
line AE equals the radius 
of a circle having the 
same curvature as the 
oblate body at E^ and 
BP is the radius of the 
circle having the curva¬ 
ture at P. 

13. Size and Shape 
of the Earth. — The size 
and shape of the earth 
can both be determined 
from measurements of 
arcs. If the earth were 
spherical, a degree of arc 
would have the same length everywhere on its surface, and 
its circumference would be 360 times the length of one de¬ 
gree. Since the earth is oblate, the matter is not quite so 
simple. But from the lengths of arcs in different latitudes 
both the size and the shape of the earth can be computed. 

It is sufficiently accurate for ordinary purposes to state 
that the diameter of the earth is about 8000 miles, and that 
the difference between the equatorial and polar diameters is 
27 miles. 

The dimensions of the earth have been computed with 
great accuracy by Hayford, who found for the equatorial 
diameter 7926.57 miles, and for the polar diameter 7899.98 
miles. The error in these results cannot exceed a thousand 
feet. The equatorial circumference is 24,901.7 miles, and the 
length of one degree of longitude at the equator is 69.17 
miles. The lengths of degrees of latitude at the equator 
and at the poles are respectively 68.71 and 69.40 miles. 
The total area of the earth is about 196,400,000 square miles. 
The volume of the earth is equal to the volume of a sphere 
whose radius is 3958.9 miles. 
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14. Newton's Proof of the Oblateness of the Earth. — 

The first proof that the earth is oblate was due to Newton. 
He based his demonstration on the laws of motion, the law 
of gravitation, and the rotation of the earth. It is therefore 
much more complicated than that depending on the lengths 
of degrees of latitude, which is purely geometrical. It has 
the advantage, however, of not requiring any measurements 
of arcs. 

Suppose the earth. Fig. 10, rotates around the axis PP'. 
Imagine that a tube filled with water exists reaching from 

the pole P to the center 
C, and then, to the sur¬ 
face on the equator at Q. 
The water in this tube 
exerts a pressure toward 
the center because of the 
attraction of the earth 
for it. Consider a unit 
volume in the part. CP 
at any distance D from 
the center; the pressure 
it exerts toward the 
center equals the earth's 
attraction for it because 
it is subject to no other 
forces. Suppose for the moment that the earth is a sphere, 
as it would be if it were not rotating on its axis, and con¬ 
sider a unit volume in the part CQ at the distance D from 
the center. Because of the symmetry of the sphere it 
will be subject to an attraction equal to that on the corre¬ 
sponding unit in CP. But, in addition to the earth's at¬ 
traction, this mass of water is subject to the c entri fugd jprce 
due to the earth's rotation, which to some extent counter¬ 
balances the attraction. Therefore, the pressure it exerts 
toward the center is less than that exerted by the corre¬ 
sponding unit in CP. If the earth were spherical, all units 


p 



Fig. 10. — Because of the earth’s rotation 
around PP' the •column CQ must bo 
longer than PC. 
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in the two columns could be paired in this way. The result 
would be that the pressure exerted by PC would be greater 
than that exerted by QC ; but such a condition would not 
be one of equilibrium, and water would flow out of the 
mouth of the tube from the center to the equator. In 
order that the two columns of water shall be in equilibrium 
the equatorial column must be longer than the polar. 

Newton computed the amount RQ by which the one tul)e 
must be longer than the other in order that for a body hav¬ 
ing the mass, dimensions, and rate of rotation of the earth, 
there should be equilibrium. This gave him the oblato- 
ness of the earth. In spite of the fact that his data were 
not very exact, he obtained results which agree very well 
with those furnished by modern measurements of arcs. 

The objection at once arises that the tubes did not 
actually exist and that they could not possibly be constructed, 
and therefore that the conclusion was as insecure as those 
usually are which rest on imaginary conditions. But the 
fears aroused by these objections are dissipated by a little 
more consideration of the subject. It is not necessary that 
the tubes should run in straight lines from the surface to 
the center in order that the principle should apply. They 
might bend in any manner and the results would be the same, 
just as the level to which the water rises in the spout of a 
teakettle does not depend on its shape. Suppose the tubes 
are deformed into a single one connecting P and Q along 
the surface of the earth. The principles still hold; but the 
ocean connection of pole and equator may be considered as 
being a tube. Hence the earth rnust bo oblate or the ocean 
would flow from the poles toward the equator. 

16. Pendulum Proof of the Oblateness of the Earth. — 
It seems strange at first that the shape of the earth con be 
determined by means of the pendulum. Evidently the 
method cannot rest on such simple geometrical principles as 
were suflicient in using the lengths of arcs. It will be found 
that it involves the laws of motion and the law of gravitation. 
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The time of oscillation of a pendulum depends on the in¬ 
tensity of the force acting on the bob and on the distance 
from the point of support to the bob. It is shown in ana¬ 
lytic mechanics that the formula for a complete oscillation is 

i = 2?rVj/gf, 

where t is the time, tt = 3.1416, I is the length of the pen¬ 
dulum, and g is the resultant acceleration ^ produced by all 
the forces to which the pendulum is subject. If I is deter¬ 
mined by measurement and t is found by observations, the 
resultant acceleration is given by 


4TrH 



Consequently, the pendulum furnishes a means of finding 
the gravity g at any place. 

In order to treat the problem of determining the shape 
of the earth from a knowledge of g at various places on its 
surface, suppose first that it is a homogeneous sphere. If 
this were its shape, its attraction would be equal for all points 
on its surface. But the gravity g would not be the same 
at aU places, because it is the resultant of the earth's attrac¬ 
tion and the centrifugal acceleration due to the earth's 
rotation. The gravity g would be the greatest at the poles, 
where there is no centrifugal acceleration, and least at the 
equator, where the attraction is exactly opposed by the 
centrifugal acceleration. Moreover, the value of g would 
vary from the poles to the equator in a perfectly definite 
manner which could easily be determined from theoretical 
considerations. 

Now suppose the earth is oblate. It can be shown mathe¬ 
matically that the attraction of an oblate body for a particle 
at its pole is greater than that of a sphere of equal volume 
and density for a particle on its surface, and that at its 
equator the attraction is less. Therefore at the pole, where 

^ Force equals mass times acceleration. On a large pendulum the force of 
gravity is greater but the acceleration is the same. 
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there is no centrifugal acceleration, g is greater on an oblate 
body than it is on an equal sphere. On the other hand, at 
the equator g is less on the oblate body than on the sphere 
both because the attraction of the former is less, and also 
because its equator is farther from its axis so that the cen¬ 
trifugal acceleration is greater. That is, the manner in 
which g varies from pole to equator depends upon the oblatc- 
ness of the earth, and it can be computed when the oblate¬ 
ness is given. Conversely, when g has been found by ex¬ 
periment, the shape of the earth can be computed. 

Very extensive determinations of g by means of the pen¬ 
dulum, taken in connection with the mathematical theory, 
not only prove that the earth is oblate, but give a degree of 
flattening agreeing closely with that obtained from the 
measurement of arcs. 

The question arises why g is determined by means of the 
pendulum. Its variations cannot be found by using balance 
scales, because the forces on both the body to be weighed and 
the counter weights vary in the same proportion. However, 
the variations in g can be determined with some approxima¬ 
tion by employing the spring balance. The choice between 
the spring balance and the pendulum is to be settled on the 
basis of convenience and accuracy. It is obvious that spring 
balances are very convenient, but they are not very accurat(\ 
On the other hand, the pendulum is capable of furnishing 
the variation of g with almost indefinite precision by tlie 
period in which it vibrates. Suppose the pendulum is 
moved from one place to another where g differs by one 
hundred-thousandth of its value. This small difference could 
not be detected by the use of spring balances, however many 
times the attempt might be made. It follows from the 
formula that the time of a swing of the pendulum would be 
changed by about one two-hundred-thousandth of its value. 
If the time of a complete oscillation were a second, for ex¬ 
ample, the difference could not be detected in a second; but 
the deviation for the following second would be equal to 




38 AN INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY [ch. ii, 15 


that in the first, and the difference would be doubled. The 
effect would accumulate, second after second, and in a day 
of 86,400 seconds it would amount to nearly one half of a 
second, a quantity which is easily measured. In ten days 
the difference would amount to about 4.3 seconds. The 
important point in the pendulum method is that the effects 
of the quantities to be measured accumulate until they be¬ 
come observable. 

16. The Theoretical Shape of the Earth. — The oblatcness 
of the earth is not an accident; its shape ilepends on its 
size, mass, distribution of density, and I’atc of I’otation. If 




Fig. 11. — Oblate spheroid. Fig. 12, — Prolate spheroid. 

it were homogeneous, its shape could be theoretically deter¬ 
mined without great difficulty. It has been found from 
mathematical discussions that if a homogeneous fluitl body 
is slowly rotating it may have either of two forms of equi¬ 
librium, one of wliich is nearly spherical whilt^ the othei’ is 
very much flattened like a discus. These figures arti not 
simply oblate, but they arc figures known ns si^heroids. A 
spheroid is a solid generated by the rotation of an ellipse 
(Art. 53) about one of its diameters. Figure 11 is an oblate 
spheroid generated by the rotation of the ellipses PQP'Q^ 
about its shortest diameter PP'. Its equator is its largest 
circumference. Figure 12 is a prolate spheroid generated 
by the rotation of the ellipse PQP'Q' about its longest diam¬ 
eter PP'. The equator of this figure is its smallest cir¬ 
cumference. The oblate and prolate spheroids are funda¬ 
mentally different in shape. 
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Of the two oblate spheroids which theory shows are 
figures of equilibrium for slow rotation, that which is the 
more nearly spherical is stable, while the other is unstable. 
That is, if the former were disturbed a little, it would 
retake its spheroidal form, while if the latter were deformed 
a little, it would take an entirely different shape, or might 
even break all to pieces. In spite of the fact that the earth 
is neither a fluid nor homogeneous, its shape is almost 
exactly that of the more nearly spherical oblate spheroid 
corresponding to its density and rate of rotation. This fact 
might tempt one to the conclusion that it was formerly in a 
fluid state. But -this conclusion is not necessarily sound, 
because, in such an enormous, body, the strains which would 
result from appreciable departure from the figure of equi¬ 
librium would be so great that they could not be withstood 
by the strongest material known. Besides this, if the con¬ 
ditions for equilibrium were not exactly satisfied by the 
solid parts of the earth, the water and atmosphere would 
move and make compensation. 

The sun, moon, and planets are bodies whose forms can 
likewise be compared with the results furnished by theory. 
Their figures agree closely with the theoretical forms. The 
only appreciable disagreements are in the case of Jupiter 
and Saturn, both of which are more nearly spherical than 
the corresponding homogeneous bodies would be. The 
reason for this is that these planets are very rare in their 
outer parts and relatively dense at their centers. It is 
probable that they are even more stable than the correspond¬ 
ing homogeneous figures. 

17. Different Kinds of Latitude. — It was seen in AH;. 
12 that perpendicular to the water-level surface of tho 
earth, except on the equator and at the poles, do not pass 
through the center of the earth. This leads to the defini¬ 
tion of different kinds of latitude. 

The geometrically simplest latitude is that defined by a 
line from the centerofr^iTS^aict^^ on its surface 
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occupied by the observer. Thus, in Fig. 13, PC is the earth^s 
axis of rotation, QC is in the plane of its equator, and 0 is 
the position of the observer. The angle I is called the geo¬ 
centric latitude. 

The observer at 0 cannot see the center of the earth and 
cannot locate it by any kind of observation made at his 
station alone. Consequently, he cannot directly determine Z. 

All he has is the perpen¬ 
dicular to the surface de¬ 
fined by his plumb line 
which strikes the line CQ 
at A. The angle l\ be¬ 
tween this line and CQ is 
his astronomical latitude. 
The difference between 
the geocentric and astro¬ 
nomical latitudes varies 
from zero at the poles 
and equator to about 11' 
in latitude 45°. 

Sometimes the plumb line has an abnormal direction 
because of the attractions of neighboring mountains, or 
because of local excesses or deficiencies of matter under the 
surface. The astronomical latitude, when corrected for these 
anomalies, is called the geographical latitude. The astro¬ 
nomical and geographical latitudes rarely differ by more than 
a few seconds of arc. 

18. Historical Sketch of Measurements of the Earth. — 

While the eai’th was generally supposed to be flat down to 
the time of Columbus, yet there were several Greek philoso¬ 
phers who believed that it was a sphere. The earliest plii- 
losopher who is known certainly to have maintained that 
the earth is spherical was P 3 rthagoras, author of the famous 
P 3 d;hagorean proposition of geometiy, who lived from about 
569 to 490 B.c. He was followed in this conclusion, among 
others, by Eudoxus (407-356 b.c,), by Aristotle (384-322 



Fig. 13. — Geocentric and astronomical 
latitudes. 
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B.C.), the most famous philosopher of antiquity if not of all 
time, and by Aristarchus of Samos (310-250 b.g.)- But 
none of these men seems to have had so clear convictions as 
Eratosthenes (275-194 b.c.), who not only believed in the 
earth*s sphericity but undertook to determine its dimensions. 
He had noticed that the altitude of the pole star was less 
when he was in Egypt than when he was farther north in 
Greece, and he correctly interpreted this as meaning that 
in traveling northward he journeyed around the curved sur¬ 
face of the earth. By very crude means he undertook to 
measure the length of a degree in Egypt, and in spite of the 
fact that he had neither accurate instruments for obtaining 
the distances on the surface of the earth, nor telescopes 
with which to determine the changes of the direction of 
the plumb line with respect to the stars, he secured results 
that were not surpassed in accuracy until less than 300 
years ago. 

After the decline of the Greek civilization and science, no 
progress was made in proving the earth is spherical until the 
voyage of Columbus in 1492. His ideas regarding the size 
of the earth were very erroneous, as is shown by the fact 
that he supposed he had reached India by crossing the Atlan¬ 
tic Ocean. The great explorations and geographical dis¬ 
coveries that quickly followed the voyages of Columbus con¬ 
vinced men that the earth is at least globular and gave them 
some idea of its dimensions. 

There were no serious attempts made to obtain accurate 
knowledge of the shape and size of the earth until about the 
middle of the seventeenth century. The first results of any 
considerable degree of accuracy were obtained in 1671 by 
Picard from a measurement of an arc in France. 

In spite of the fact that Newton proved in 1680 that the 
earth is oblate, the conclusion was by no means universally 
accepted. Imperfections in the measures of the French led 
Cassini to maintain until about 1745 that the earth is pro¬ 
late. But the French were taking hold of the question in 
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earnest and they finally agreed with the conclusion of New¬ 
ton. They extended the arc that Picard had started from 
the Pyrenees to Dunkirk, an angular distance of 9°. The 
results were published in 1720. They sent an expedition to 
Peru, on the equator, in 1735, under Bouguer, Condamine, 
and Godin. By 1745 these men had measured an arc of 3°. 
In the meantime an expedition to Lapland, near the Arctic 
circle, had measured an arc of 1°. On comparing these 
measurements it was found that a degree of latitude is 
greater the farther it is from the equator. 

In the last century all the principal governments of the 
world have carried out very extensive and accurate surveys 
of their possessions. The English have not only triangulated 
the British Isles but they have done an enormous amount of 
work in India and Africa. The Coast and Geodetic Survey 
in the United States has triangulated with unsurpassed pre¬ 
cision a great part of the country. They have run a level 
from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific. The names most 
often encountered in this connection are Clarke of England, 
Helmert of Germany, and Hayford of the United States. 
Hayford has taken up an idea first thrown out by the Eng¬ 
lish in connection with their work in India along the borders 
of the Himalaya Mountains, and by using an enormous 
amount of observational data and making appalling com¬ 
putations he has placed it on a firm basis. The observations 
in India showed that under the Himalaya Mountains the 
earth is not so dense as it is under the plains to the soutli. 
Hayford has proved that the corresponding thing is true in 
the United States, even in the case of very moderate eleva¬ 
tions and depressions. Moreover, deficiency in density 
under the elevated places is just enough to offset the eleva¬ 
tions, so that the total weight of the material along every 
radius from the surface of the earth to its center is almost 
exactly the same. This theory is known as the theory of 
isostasy, and the earth is said to be in almost perfect iso¬ 
static adjustment. 
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II. QUESTIONS 

1. In order to prove the sphericity of the earth by measurement 
of arcs, would it be suflQcient to measure only along meridians? 
(Consider the anchor ring.) 

2. Do the errors in triangulation accumulate with the length of 
the distance measured ? Do the errors in the astronomical deter¬ 
mination of the angular length of the arc increase with its length ? 

3. How accurately must a base lino of five miles be measured in 
order that it may not introduce an error in the determination of the 
earth’s ciroumfereiiee of more than 1000 feet? 

4. Wliich of the reasons given in Art. 11 actually prove quanti¬ 
tatively that tlio («irth is spherical? What other reasons are there 
for believing it is spherical? 

6. The acceleration g in mid-latitudes is about 32.2 foot per 
second; how long would a pendulum have to bo to swing in 1, 2, 3» 4 
seconds ? 

6. Draw to scale a meridian section of a figure having the earth’s 
oblateness. 

7. Newton s proof of the earth’s oblatenoss di^pends on the 
knowledge that the earth rotates; what proofs of it do not depend 
upon this knowledge ? 

8. Suppose time can be measured with an error not oxc<^eding 
one tenth of a second; how accurately can (/be determined ])y the 
pendulum in 10 days ? 

9. Suppose the solid part of the earth were si)hnrical and ])er- 
feotly rigid; what would bo the distribution of land and water over 
the surface ? 

10. Is the astronomical latitude greater than, or equal to, the 
geocentric latitude for all points on the earth’s surface ? 

11. What distance on the earth’s surface corresponds to a degree 
of arc, a minute of arc, a second of arc? 

12. Which of the proofs of the earth’s sphericity despond upon 
modern discoveries and measurements ? 

11. The Mass op the Eabth and the Condition op 
ITS Interior 

19. The Principle by which Mass is Determined. — It is 
important to understand clearly the principles which tiro! iit 
the foundation of any subject in which one may be interested, 
and this applies in the present problem. The ordinary 
method of determining the mass of a body is to weigh it. 
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That is the way in which the quantity of most commodities, 
such as coal or ice or sugar, is found. The reason a body 
has weight at the surface of the earth is that the earth 
attracts it. It will be seen later (Art. 40) that the body 
attracts the earth equally in the opposite direction. Con¬ 
sequently, the real property of a body by which its mass is 
determined is its attraction for some other body. The 
underlying principle is that the mass of a body is 'proportional 
to the attraction which it has for another body. 

Now consider the problem of finding the mass of the 
earth, which must be solved by considering its attraction 
for some other body. Its attraction for any given mass, for 
example, a cubic inch of iron, can easily be measured. But 
this does not give the mass of the earth compared to the 
cubic inch of iron. It is necessary to compare the attrac¬ 
tion of the earth for the iron with the attraction of some other 
fully known body, as a lead ball of given size, for the same 
unit of iron. Since the amount of attraction of one body 
for another depends upon their distance apart, it is neces¬ 
sary to measure the distance from the lead ball to the at¬ 
tracted body, and also to know the distance of the attracted 
body from the center of the earth. For this reason the mass 
of the earth could not be foimd until after its dimensions 
had been ascertained. By comparing the attractions of the 
earth and the lead ball for the attracted body, and making 
proper adjustments for the distances of their respective 
centers from it, the number of times the earth exceeds the 
lead ball in mass can be determined. 

Not only is the mass of the earth computed from its at¬ 
traction, but the same principle is the basis for detcimining 
the mass of every other celestial body. The masses of 
those planets that have satellites are easily found from their 
attractions for their respective satellites, and when two 
stars revolve around each other in known orbits their masses 
are defined by their mutual attractions. There is no means 
of determining the mass of a single star. 



CH. n, 20] 


THE EARTH 


45 


20. The Mass and Density of the Earth. — By applica¬ 
tions (Arts. 21, 22) of the principle in Art. 19 the mass of 
the earth has been found. If it were weighed a small 
quantity at a time at the surface, its total weight in tons 
would be 6 X 10^^ or 6 followed by 21 ciphers. This 
makes no appeal to the imagination because the numbers 
are so extremely far beyond all experience. A much better 
method is to give its density, which is obtained by divid¬ 
ing its mass by its volume. With water at its greatest 
density as a standard, the average density of the earth 
is 5.53. 

The average density of the earth to the depth of a mile 
or two is in the neighborhood of 2.75. Therefore there are 
much denser materials in the earth’s interior; their greater 
density may be due either to their composition or to the 
great pressure to which they are subject. The density of 
quartz (sand) is 2.75, limestone 3.2, cast iron 7.1, steel 7.8, 
lead 11.3, mercury 13.6, gold 19.3, and platinum 21.5. It 
follows that no considerable part of the earth can be com¬ 
posed of such heavy substances as mercury, gold, and plati¬ 
num, but, so far as these considerations bear on the question, 
it might be largely iron. 

The distribution of density in the earth was worked out 
over 100 years ago by Laplace on the basis of a certain as¬ 
sumption regarding the compressibility of the matter of 
which it is composed. The results of this computation 
have been compared with all the phenomena on which the 
disposition of the mass of the earth has an influence, and the 
results have been very satisfactory. Hence, it is supposed 
that this law represents approximately the way the density 
of the earth increases from its surface to its center. Accord¬ 
ing to this law, taking the density of the surface as 2.72, 
the densities at depths of 1000, 2000, 3000 miles, and the 
center of the earth are respectively 5.62, 8.30, 10.19, 10.87. 
At no depth is the average density so great as that of the 
heavier metals. 
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21. Determination of the Density of the Earth by Means 
of the Torsion Balance. — The whole difficulty in deter¬ 
mining the density of the earth is due to the fact that the 
attractions of masses of moderate dimensions are so feeble 
that they almost escape detection with the most sensitive 
apparatus. The problem from an experimental point of 
view reduces to that of devising a means of measuring ex¬ 
tremely minute forces. It has been solved most successfully 
by the torsion balance. 

The torsion balance consists essentially of two small balls, 
lib in Fig. 14, connected by a rod which is suspended from 



the point 0 by a quartz fiber OA, If the apparatus is left 
for a considerable time in a sealed case so that it is not dis¬ 
turbed by air currents, it comes to rest. Suppose the balls 
hb are at rest and that the large balls BB are carefully 
brought near them on opposite sides of the connecting rod, 
as shown in the figure. They exert slight attractions for the 
small balls and gradually move them against the feeble 
resistance of the quartz fiber to torsion (twisting) to the 
position The resistance of the quartz fiber becomes 

greater the more it is twisted, and finally exactly balances 
the attraction of the large balls. The forces involved are so 
small that several hours may be required for the balls to 
reach their final positions of rest. But they will finally be 
reached and the angle through which the rod has been turned 
can be recorded. 
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The next problem is to determine from the deflection 
which the large balls have produced how great the force is 
which they have exerted. This would be a simple matter if 
it were known how much resistance the quartz fiber offers 
to twisting, but the resistance is so exceedingly small that 
it cannot be directly determined. However, it can be found 
by a very interesting indirect method. 

Suppose the large balls are removed and that the rod 
connecting the small balls is twisted a little out of its posi¬ 
tion of equilibrium. It will then turn back because of the 
resistance offered to twisting by the quartz fiber, and will 
rotate past the position of equilibrium almost as far tus it 
was originally displaced in the opposite direction. Then 
it will return and vibrate back and forth until friction dc^- 
stroys its motion. It is evident that the characteristics of 
the oscillations are much like those of a vibrating pendulum. 
The formula connecting the various quantities involved is 

t = 2 


where t is the time of a complete oscillation of the rod 
joining b and b, I is the distance from A to b, and f is the 
resistance of torsion. Tins equation differs from that for 
the pendulum. Art. 15, only in that g has been replaced by /. 
Now I is measured, t is observed, and/is computed from the 
equation with great exactness however small it may bo. 

Now that / and g are known it is easy to compute tlie 
mass of the earth l)y means of tlie law of gravitation (Art. 
146). Let E represent the mass of the earth, R its radius, 
2 B the mass of the two large balls, and r the distances fi’oin 
BB to bb respectively. Then, since gravitation is propor¬ 
tional to the attracting mass and inversely as the square of 
its distance from the attracted body, it follows that 


E 2B _ . 


In this proportion the only unknown is E, which can there¬ 
fore be computed. 
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22. Determination of the Density of the Earth by the 
Mountain Method. — The characteristic of the torsion 
balance is that it is very delicate and adapted to measuring 
very small forces; the characteristic of the mountain method 
is that a very large moss is employed, and the forces are 
larger. In the torsion balance the balls BB are brought 
near those suspended by the quartz fiber and are removed 
at will. A mountain cannot be moved, and the advantage 
of using a large mass is at least partly counterbalanced by 
this disadvantage. The necessity for moving the attracting 



Fig. 16. — The mountain method of determining 
the masB of the earth. 


body (in this case 
the mountain) is 
obviated in a very 
ingenious manner. 

For simplicity let 
the oblateness of 
the earth be neg¬ 
lected in explaining 
the mountain 
method. In Fig. 
15, C is the center 
of the earth, M is 
the mountain, and 
Oi and 0% are two 
stations on opposite 
sides of the moun¬ 
tain at which plumb 
lines are suspended. 
If it were not for 
the attraction of the 


mountain they would hang in the directions OiC and O 2 C. 


The angle between these lines at C depends upon the distance 
between the stations Oi and Oa. The distance between these 


stations, even though they are on opposite sides of the moun¬ 


tain, can be obtained by triangulation. Then, since the size 
of the earth is known, the angle at C can be computed. 
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But the attraction of the mountain for the plumb bobs 
causes the plumb lines to hang in the directions 0\A and 
OiA. The directions of these lines with respect to the stars 
can easily be determined by observations, and the difference 
in their directions as thus determined is the angle at A. 

What is desired is the deflections of the plumb line pro¬ 
duced by the attractions of the mountain. It follows from 
elementary geometry that the sum of the two small deflec¬ 
tions CO\A and CO^A equals the angle A minus the angle 
C. Suppose, for simplicity, that the mountain is sym¬ 
metrical and that the deflections are equal. Then each one 
equals one half the difference of the angles A and C. There¬ 
fore the desired quantities have been found. 

When the deflection has been found it is easy to obtain 
the relation of the force exerted by the mountain to that 
due to the earth. Let Fig. 16 represent the 
plumb line on a large scale. If it were not 
for the mountain it would hang in the direc¬ 
tion OiBi; it actually hangs in the direction 
OiB'i. The earth's attraction is in the direc¬ 
tion OiBi, and that of the mountain is in the 
direction BiB\. The two forces are in the 
same ratio as OiBi is to BiB'i, for, by the law 
of the composition of forces, only then would 
the plumb line hang in the direction OiB\. 

The problem of finding the mass of the earth compared 
to that of the mountain now proceeds just like that of find¬ 
ing the mass of the earth compared to the balls BB in the 
torsion-balance method. The mountain plays the r61e of 
the large balls. A mountain 5000 feet high and broad 
would cause nearly 800 times as much deflection as that 
produced by an iron ball a foot in diameter. The advantage 
of the large deflection is offset by not having very accurate 
means of measuring it, and also by the fact that it is neces¬ 
sary to determine the mass of a more or less irregular shaped 
mountain made up of materials which may lack much of 



Fig. 10. — The 
deflection of a 
plumb lino. 
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being uniform in density. In spite of these drawbacks this 
method was the first one to give fairly accurate results. 

23. Determination of the Density of the Earth by the 
Pendulum Method. — It was explained in Art. 15 that the 
pendulum furnishes a very accurate means of determining 
the force of gravity. Its delicacy arises from the fact that 
in using it the effects of the changes in the forces accumulate 
indefinitely; no such favorable circumstances were present 
in the methods of the torsion balance and the mountain. 

Suppose a pendulum has been swung at the surface of the 
earth so long that the period of its oscillation has been accu¬ 
rately determined. Then suppose it is taken at the same 
place down into a deep pit or mine. The force to which it 
is subject will be changed for three different reasons, (a) The 
pendulum will be nearer the axis of rotation of the earth and 
the centrifugal acceleration to which it is subject will be 
diminished. The relative change in gravity due to this 
cause can be accurately computed from the latitude of the 
position and the depth of the pit or mine. (6) The pendu¬ 
lum will be nearer the center of the earth, and, so far as this 
factor alone is concerned, the force to which it is subject 
will be increased. Moreover, the relative change due to 
this cause also can be computed, (c) The pendulum will be 
below a certain amount of material whose attraction will 
now be in the opposite direction. This cannot be computed 
directly because the amount of attraction due to a ton of 
matter, for example, is unknown. This is what is to be 
found out. But from the time of the oscillation of the pen¬ 
dulum at the bottom of the pit or mine the whole force to 
which it is subject can be computed. Then, on making cor¬ 
rection for the known changes (a) and (6), the unknown 
change (c) can be obtained simply by subtraction. From 
the amount of force exerted by the known mass above the 
pendulum, the density of the earth can be computed by 
essentially the same process as that employed in the case 
of the torsion-balance method and the mountain method. 
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24. Temperature and Pressure in the Earth^s Interior. — 
There are many reasons for believing that the interior of the 
earth is very hot. For example, volcanic phenomena prove 
that at least in many localities the temperature is above the 
melting point of rock at a comparatively short distance 
below the earth^s surface. Geysers and hot springs show 
that the interior of the earth is hot at many other places. 
Besides this, the temperature has been found to rise in deep 
mines at the rate of about one degree Fahrenheit for a de¬ 
scent of 100 feet, the amount depending somewhat on the 
locality. 

Suppose the temperature should go on increasing at the 
rate of one degree for every hundred feet from the surface 
to the center of the earth. At a depth of ten miles it would 
be over 500 degrees, at 100 miles over 5000 degrees, at 
1000 miles over 50,000 degrees, and at the center of the 
earth over 200,000 degrees. While there is no probability 
that the rate of increase of temperature which prevails 
near the surface keeps up to great depths, yet it is reason¬ 
ably certain that at a depth of a few hundred miles it is 
several thousand degrees. Since almost every substance 
melts at a temperature below 5000 degrees, it has been 
supposed until recent times that the interior of the earth, 
below the depth of 100 miles, is liquid. 

But the great pressure to which matter in the interior of 
the earth is subject is a factor that cannot safely be neg¬ 
lected. A cylinder one inch in cross section and 1728 
inches, or 144 feet, in height has a volume of one cubic foot. 
If it is filled with water, the pressure on the bottom equals 
the weight of a cubic foot of water, or 62.5 pounds. The 
pressure per square inch on the bottoms of the column 144 
feet high having the density 2.75, or that of the earth’s 
crust, is 172 pounds. The pressure per square 'inch at the 
depth of a mile is 6300 pounds, or 3 tons in round numbers. 
The pressure is approximately proportional to the depth for 
a considerable distance. Therefore, the pressure per square 
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inch at the depth of 100 miles is approximately 300 tons, 
and at 1000 miles it is 3000 tons. However, the pressure 
is not strictly proportional to the depth, and more refined 
means must be employed to find how great it is at the earth’s 
center. Moreover, the pressure at great depths depends 
upon the distribution of mass in the earth. On the basis 
of the Laplacian law of density, which probably is a good 
approximation to the truth, the pressure per square inch at 
the center of the earth is 3,000,000 times the atmospheric 
pressure at the earth’s surface, or 22,500 tons. 

It is a familiar fact that pressure increases the boiling 
points of liquids. It has been found recently by experiment 
that pressure increases the melting points of solids. There¬ 
fore, in view of the enormous pressures at moderate depths 
in the earth, it is not safe to conclude that its interior is 
molten without further evidence. The question cannot be 
answered directly because, in the first place, there is no very 
exact means of determining the temperature, and, in the 
second place, it is not possible to make experiments at such 
high pressures. There are, however, several methods of 
proving that the earth is solid through and through, and 
they will now be considered. 

V 26. Proof of the Rigidity and Elasticity of the Earth by 
the Tide Experiment. — Among the several lines of attack 
that have been made on the question of the rigidity of the 
earth, the one depending on the tides generated in the earth 
by the moon and sun has been most satisfactory; and of the 
methods of this class, that devised by Michelson and carried 
out in collaboration with Gale, in 1913, has given' by far 
the most exact results. Besides, it has settled one very 
important question, which no other method has been able 
to answer, namely, that the earth is highly elastic instead of 
being viscous. For these reasons the work of Michelson 
and Gale wiU be treated first. 

The important difference between a solid and a liquid is 
that the former offers resistance to deforming forces while 
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the latter does not. If a perfect solid existed, no force what¬ 
ever could deform it; if a perfect liquid existed, the only re¬ 
sistance it would offer to deformation would be the inertia 
of the parts moved. Neither perfect solids nor absolutely 
perfect liquids are known. If a solid body has the property 
of being deformed more and more by a continually applied 
force, and if, on the application of the force being discon¬ 
tinued, the body not only does not retake its original form 
but does iiQt even tend toward it, then it is said to be viscous. 
PuUy is a good example of a material that is viscous. On 
the other hand, if on the application of a continuous force 
the body is deformed to a certain extent beyond which it 
does not go, and if, on the removal of the force, it returns 
absolutely to its original condition, it is said to be elastic. 
While there are no solid bodies which are either perfectly 
viscous or perfectly elastic, the distinction is a clear and 
important one, and the characteristics of a solid may be 
described by stating how far it approaches one or the other 
of these ideal states. 

In order to find how the earth is deformed by forces it is 
necessary to consider what forces there are acting on it. 
The most obvious ones are the attractions of the sun and 
moon. But it is not clear in the first place that these at¬ 
tractions tend to deform the earth, and in the second place 
that, even if they have such a tendency, the result is at 
all appreciable. A ball of iron attracted by a magnet is not 
sensibly deformed, and it seems that the earth should be¬ 
have similarly. But the earth is so large that one^s intui¬ 
tions utterly fail in such considerations. The sun and 
moon actually do tend to alter the shape of the earth, and 
the amount of its deformation due to their attractions is 
measurable. The forces are precisely those that produce 
the tides in the ocean. 

It will be sufficient at present to give a rough idea, cor¬ 
rect so far as it goes, of the reason that the moon and sun 
raise tides in the earth, reserving for Arts. 263, 264 a more 
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complete treatment of the question. In Fig. 17 let E rep¬ 
resent the center of the earth, the arrow the direction toward 
the moon, and A and B the points where the line from E to 
the moon pierces the earth^s surface. The moon is 4000 
miles nearer to A than it is to E, and 4000 miles nearer to 
E than it is to B. Therefore the attraction of the moon for 



Fig. 17, — The tidal bulges at A and B on the o:irth produced by 
the moon. 

a unit mass at A is greater than it is for a unit mass at E, 
and greater for a unit mass at E than it is for one at B. 
Since the distance from the earth to the moon is 240,000 
miles, the distance of the moon from A is fifty-nine sixtieths 
of its distance from E, Since the attraction varies inversely 
as the square of the distance, the force on A is about one 
thirtieth greater than that on E, and the difference between 
the forces on E and B is only slightly less. 

It follows from the relation of the attraction of the moon 
for masses at A, E, and B that it tends to pull the nearer 
material at A away from the center of the earth Ej and the 
center of the earth away from the more remote material at B. 
Since the forces are known, it is possible to compute the 
elongation the earth would suffer if it were a perfect fluid. 
The result is two elevations, or tidal bulges, at A and B, 
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The concentric lines shown in Fig. 17 are the lines of equal 
elevation. A rather difficult mathematical discussion shows 
that the radii EA and EB would each be lengthened by 
about four feet. Since the earth possesses at least some 
degree of rigidity its actual tidal elongation is somewhat less 
than four feet. When it is remembered that the uncertainty 
in the diameter of the earth, in spite of the many years that 
have been devoted to detennining it, is still several hundred 
feet, the problem of finding how much the earth^s elonga¬ 
tion, as a consequence of the rapidly changing tidal forces, 
falls short of four feet seems altogether hopeless of solution. 
Nevertheless the problem has been solved. 

Suppose a pipe half filled with water is fastened in a hori¬ 
zontal position to the surface of the earth. The water in the 
pipe is subject to the attraction of the moon. To fix the 
ideas, suppose the pipe lies in the east-and-west direction 
in the same latitude as the point A, Fig. 17. Suppose, first, 
that the earth is absolutely rigid so that it is not defoimed 
by the moon, and consider what happens to the water in the 
pipe as the rotation of the earth carries it past the point A, 
When the pipe is to the west of A the water rises in its 
eastern end, and settles correspondingly in its western end, 
because the moon tends to make an elevation on the earth 
at A. When the pipe is carried past A to the east the water 
rises in its western end and settles in its eastern end. Since 
the earth is not absolutely rigid the magnitudes of the tides 
under the hypothesis that it is rigid cannot be experimen¬ 
tally determined; but, since all the forces that are involved 
are known, the heights the tides would be on a rigid earth 
can be computed. 

Suppose now that the earth yields perfectly to the disturb¬ 
ing forces of the moon. Its surface is in this case always 
the exact figure of equilibrium. Consider the pipe, which 
is attached to this surface, when it is to the west of A. The 
water would be high in its eastern end if the shape of the 
surface of the earth were unchanged. But the surface to 
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the east of it is elevated and the pipe is raised with it. More¬ 
over, the elevation of the surface is, under the present 
hypothesis, just that necessary for equilibrium. Therefore, 
in this case there is no tide at all with respect to the pipe. 

The actual earth is neither absolutely rigid nor perfectly 
fluid. Consequently the tides in the pipe will actually be 
neither their theoretical maximum nor zero. The amount 
by which they fall short of the value they would have if the 
earth were perfectly rigid depends upon the extent to which 
it yields to the moon's forces, and is a measure of this yield¬ 
ing. Therefore the problem of finding how much the earth 
is deformed by the moon is reduced to computing how great 
the tides in the pipe would be if the earth were absolutely 
rigid, and then comparing these results with the actual tides 
in the pipe as determined by direct experiment. After the 
amount the earth yields has been determined in this way, 
its rigidity can be found by the theory of the deformation 
of solid bodies. 

In the experiment of Michelson and Gale two pipes were 
used, one l 5 dng in the plane of the meridian and the other in 
the east-and-west direction. In order to secure freedom 
from vibrations due to trains and heavy wagons they were 
placed on the grounds of the Yerkes Observatory, and to 
avoid variations in temperature they were buried a number 
of feet in the ground. Since the tidal forces are very small, 
pipes 500 feet long were used, and even then the maximum 
tides were only about two thousandths of an inch. 

An ingenious method of measuring these small changes in 
level was devised. The ends of the pipes were sealed with 
plane glass windows through which their interiors could be 
viewed. Sharp pointers, fastened to the pipe, were placed 
just under the surface of the water near the windows. When 
viewed from below the level of the water the pointer and its 
reflected image could be seen. Figure 18 shows an end of 
one of the pipes, S is the surface of the water, P is the pointer, 
and P' is its reflected image. The distances of P and P' 
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from the surface S are equal. Now suppose the water rises; 
since P and P' are equidistant from S, the change in their 
apparent distance is twice the change 
in the water level. The distances 
between P and P' were accurately / I 

measured with the help of perma- / 

nently fixed microscopes, and the _ 

variations in the water level were 
determined within one per cent of 
their whole amount. 

In order to make clear the accuracy i8._End of pipe in 
of the results, the complicated nature the ^Micheison-Gaie tide 
of the tides must be pointed out. expenment. 

Consider the tidal bulges A and P, Fig. 17, which give an idea 
of what happened to the water in the pipes. For simplicity, 
fix the attention on the east-and-west pipe, which in the ex¬ 
periment was about 13° north of the highest latitude A ever 
attains. The rotating earth carried it daily across the merid¬ 
ian of A to the north of A, and similarly across the meridian 
of B. When the relations were as represented in the dia¬ 
gram there were considerable tides in the pipe before and 
after it crossed the meridian at A because it was, so to speak, 
well on the tidal bulge. On the other hand, when it crossed 
the meridian of B about 12 hours later, the tides were very 
small because the bulge B was far south of the equator. 
But the moon was not all the time north of the plane of the 
earth's equator. Once each month it was 28° north and 
once each month 28° south, and it varied from hour to hour 
in a rather irregular manner. Moreover, its distance, on 
which the magnitudes of the tidal forces depend, also changed 
continuously. Then add to all these complexities the cor¬ 
responding ones due to the sun, which are unrelated to those 
of the moon, and which mix up with them and make the 
phenomena still more involved. Finally, consider the north- 
and-south pipe and notice, by the help of Fig. 17, that its 
tides are altogether distinct in character from those in the 
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east-and-west pipe. With all this in mind, remember that 
the observations made every two hours of the day for a 
period of several months agreed perfectly in all their char¬ 
acteristics with the results given by theory. The only dif¬ 
ference was that the observed tides were reduced in a con¬ 
stant ratio by the yielding of the earth. 

The perfection of this domain of science is proved by the 
satisfactory coordination in this experiment of a great many 
distinct theories. The perfect agreement in them charac¬ 
teristics of more than a thousand observed tides with their 
computed values depended on the correctness of the laws of 
motion, the tmth of the law of gravitation, the size of the 
earth, the distance of the moon and the theoiy of its motion, 
the mass of the moon, the distance to the sun and the theory 
of the earth^s motion around it, the mass of the sun, the 
theory of tides, the numerous observations, and the lengthy 
calculations. How improbable that there would be perfect 
harmony between observation and theory in so many cases 
imless scientific conclusions respecting all these things are 
correct I 

The extent to which the earth yields to the forces of the 
moon was obtained from the amount by which the observed 
tides were less than their theoretical values for an unyielding 
earth. It was found that in the east-and-west pipe the ob¬ 
served tides were about 70 per cent of the computed, while 
in the north-and-south pipe the observed tides were only 
about 50 per cent of the computed. This led to the astonish¬ 
ing conclusion, which, however, had been reached earlier by 
Schweydar on the basis of much less certain observational 
data, that the earth^s resistance to deformation in the east- 
and-west direction is greater than it is in the north-and-south 
direction. Love has suggested that the difference may be 
due indirectly to the effects of the oceanic tides on the general 
body of the earth. 

On using the amount of the yielding of the earth estab¬ 
lished by observations and the magnitude of the forces exerted 
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by the moon and sun, it was found by the mathematical 
processes which are necessary in treating such problems, 
that the earth, taken as a whole, is as rigid as steel. That 
is, it resists deformation as much as it would if it were made 
of solid steel having throughout the properties of ordinary 
good steel. 

The work of Michelson and Gale for the first time gave a 
reliable answer to the question whether the earth is viscous 
or elastic. It had almost invariably been supposed that 
the earth is viscous, because it was thought that even if 
the enormous pressure keeps the highly heated material of 
its interior in a solid state, yet it would be only stiff like 
a solid is when its temperature approaches the melting point. 
In fact. Sir George Darwin had built up an elaborate theory 
of tidal evolution (Arts. 265, 266), at the cost of a number 
of years of work, on the hypothesis that the earth is viscous. 
But the experiments of Michelson and Gale prove that it is 
very elastic. 

If the earth were viscous, it would yield somewhat slowly 
to the forces of the moon and sun. Consequently, the tilting 
of the surface, which carries the pipes, would lag behind the 
forces which caused both the tilting and the tides in the 
pipes. There is no appreciable lag of a water tide in tlic 
pipe only 500 feet long, and consequently the observed and 
computed tides would not agree in pliasc. On the other 
hand, if the earth were elastic, there would be agi’eoment in 
phase between the observed and computed tides. It is more 
difficult practically to determine accurately the phase of the 
tides than it is to measure their magnitudes, but the obser¬ 
vations showed that there is no appreciable difference in the 
phases of the observed and computed tides. These results 
force the conclusion that the elasticity of the earth, taken as 
a whole, cannot be less than that of steel, — a result ob¬ 
viously of great interest to geologists. 

26. Other Proofs of the Earth’s Rigidity. — (a) There is 
a method of finding how much the earth yields to the forces 
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of the moon and sun which is fundamentally equivalent to 
that of measuring tides in a pipe. It depends on the fact 
that the position of a pendulum depends upon all the forces 
acting on it, and, if the earth were in equilibrium, the line 
of its direction would always be perpendicular to the water- 
level surface. Consequently, if the earth yielded perfectly 
to the forces of the moon and sun, a pendulum would con¬ 
stantly remain perpendicular to its water-level surface. 
But if the earth did not yield perfectly, the pendulum would 
undergo very minute oscillations with respect to the solid 
part analogous to those of the water in the pipes. A modi¬ 
fication of the ordinary pendulum, known as the horizontal 
pendulum, was found to be sensitive enough to show the 
oscillations, giving the rigidity of the earth but no satis¬ 
factory evidence regarding its elasticity. 

(6) The principles at the basis of the method of employ¬ 
ing tides in pipes apply equally well to tides in the ocean. 
Longer columns of water are available in this case, but there 
is difficulty in obtaining the exact heights of the actual tides, 
and very much greater difficulty in determining their theo¬ 
retical heights on a shelving and irregular coast where they 
would necessarily be observed. In fact, it has not yet been 
found possible to predict in advance with any considerable 
degree of accuracy the height of tides where they have not 
been observed. Yet, Lord Kelvin with rare judgment in¬ 
ferred on this basis that the earth is very rigid. 

(c) Earthquakes are waves in the earth which start from 
some restricted region and spread all over the earth, diminish¬ 
ing in intensity as they proceed. Modem instmments, 
depending primarily on some adaptation of the horizontal 
pendulum, can detect important earthquakes'to a distance 
of thousands of miles from their origin. Earthquake waves 
are of different types; some proceed through the surface 
rocks around the earth in undulations like the waves in the 
ocean, while others, compressional in character like waves of 
sound in the air, radiate in straight lines from their sources. 
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The speed of a wave depends upon the density and the 
rigidity of the medium through which it travels. This prin¬ 
ciple applies to earthquake waves, and when tested on those 
which travel in undulations through the surface rocks there 
is good agreement between observation and theory. Con¬ 
sider its application to the compreasional waves that go 
through the earth. The time required for them to go from 
the place of their origin to the place where they are observed 
is given by the observations. The density of the earth is 
known. If its rigidity were known, the time could be com¬ 
puted ; but the time being known, the rigidity can be com¬ 
puted. While the results are subject to some uncertainties, 
they agree with those found by other methods. 

(d) The attraction of the moon for the equatorial bulge 
slowly changes the plane of the earth's equator (Art. 47). 
The magnitude of the force that causes this change is known. 
If the earth consisted of a crust not more than a few hundred 
miles deep floating on a liquid interior, the forces would 
cause the crust to slip on the liquid core, just as a vessel con¬ 
taining water can be rotated without rotating the water. If 
the crust of the earth alone were moved, it would be shifted 
rapidly because the mass moved would not be great. But 
the rate at which the plane of the earth's equator is moved, 
as given by the observations, taken together with the forces 
involved, proves that the whole earth moves. When the 
effects of forces acting on such an enormous body are con¬ 
sidered, it is found that this fact means that the earth has a 
considerable degree of rigidity. 

(e) Every one knows that a top may be spun so that its 
axis remains stationary in a vertical direction, or so that it 
wabbles. Similarly, a body rotating freely in space may 
rotate steadily around a jfixed axis, or its axis of rotation 
may wabble. The period of the wabbling depends upon the 
size, shape, mass, rate of rotation, and rigidity of the body. 
In the case of the earth all these factors except the last may 
be regarded as known. If it were known, the rate of wab- 
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bling could be computed ; or, if the rate of wabbling were 
found from observation, the rigidity could be computed. 
It has recently been found that the earth’s axis of rotation 
wabbles slightly, and the rate of this motion proves that the 
rigidity of the earth is about that of steel. 

27. Historical Sketch on the Mass and Rigidity of the 
Earth. — The history of correct methods of attempting to 
find the mass of the earth necessarily starts with Newton, 
because the ideas respecting mass were not clearly formu¬ 
lated before his time, and because the determination of mass 
depends on the law of gravitation which ho discovered. By 
some general but inconclusive reasoning he arrived at the 
conjecture that the earth is fi.ve or six times as dense as 
water. 

The first scientific attempt to determine the density of 
the earth was made by Maskelyne, who used the mountain 
method, in 1774, in Scotland. He found 4.5 for the density 
of the earth. The torsion balance, devised by Michell, was 
first employed by Cavendish, in England, in 1798. His 
result agreed closely with those obtained by later experi¬ 
menters, among whom may be mentioned Baily (1840) in 
England, and Reich (1842) in Germany, Cornu (1872) in 
France, Wilsing (1887) in Germany, Boys (1893) in England, 
and Braun (1897) in Austria. The pendulum method, using 
either a mountain or a mine to secure difference in elevation, 
has been employed a number of times, 

Lord Kelvin (then Sir William Thomson) first gave in 
1863 good reasons for believing the earth is rigid. His con¬ 
clusion was based on the height of the oceanic tides, as out¬ 
lined in Art. 26 (6). The proof by means of the rate of 
transmission of earthquake waves owes its possibility largely 
to John Milne, an Englishman who long lived in Japan, 
which is frequently disturbed by earthquakes. His interest 
in the character of earthquakes stimulated him to the inven¬ 
tion of instruments, known as seismographs, for detecting 
and recording faint earth tremors. The change of the posi- 
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tion of the plane of the earth’s equator, known as the pre¬ 
cession of the equinoxes, has been known observationally 
ever since the days of the ancient Greeks, and its cause was 
understood by Newton, but it has not been used to prove 
the rigidity of the earth because it takes place very slowly. 
The wabbling of the axis of the earth was first established 
observationally, in 1888, by Chandler of Cambridge, Mass., 
and Klistner of Berlin. The theoretical applications of the 
rigidity of the earth were made first by Newcomb of Wash¬ 
ington, and then more completely by S. S. Hough of Eng¬ 
land. The first attempt at the determination of the rigidity 
of the earth by the amount it yields to the tidal forces of the 
moon and sun was made unsuccessfully in 1879 by George 
and Horace Darwin, in England. Notable success has been 
achieved only in the last 15 years, and that by improvements 
in the horizontal pendulum and by taking great care in 
keeping the instruments from being disturbed. The names 
that stand out are von Rebeur-Paschwitz, Ehlert, Kortozzi, 
Schweydar, Hecker, and Orloff. The observations of 
Hecker at Potsdam, Germany, were especially good, and 
Schweydar made two exhaustive mathematical discussions 
of the subject. 


III. QUESTIONS 

1. What is the difference between mass and weight ? Does the 
weight of a body depend on its position ? Does the inertia of a 
body depend on its position ? 

2. Can the mass of a small body be determined from its inertia ? 
Can the moss of the earth be determined in the same way ? 

3. What is the average weight of a oubio mile of the earth ? 

4. Discuss the relative advantages of the torsion-balance method 
and mountain method in determining the density of the oarth. 
Which one has the greater advantages ? 

5. What is the pressure at the bottom of an ocean six miles 
deep? 

6. Discuss the character of the tides in east-and-west and north- 
ond-south pipes during a whole day when the moon is in the posi¬ 
tion indicated in Pig. 17, and when it is over the earth’s equator. 
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7. Wliat are the advantages and disadvantages of a long pipe 
in the tide experiment? 

8. If a body is at A, Fig. 17, is its weight greater or less than 
normal as determined by spring balances? By balance scales? 
What are the facts, if it is at R? 

9. Enumerate the scientific theories and facts involved in the 
tide experiment. 

10. List the principles on which the several proofs of the earth’s 
rigidity depend. How many fundamentally different methods are 
there of determining its rigidity? 

III. The Eabth's Atmosphere 

28. Composition and Mass of the Earth’s Atmosphere. — 
The atmosphere is the gaseous envelope which surrounds 
the earth. Its chief constituents are the elements nitrogen 
and oxygen, but there are also minute quantities of argon, 
helium, neon, krypton, xeon, and some other very rare con¬ 
stituents. When measured by volume at the earth’s sur¬ 
face, 78 per cent of the atmosphere is nitrogen, 21 per cent 
is oxygen, 0,94 per cent is argon, and the remaining elements 
occur in much smaller quantities. 

Nitrogen, oxygen, etc., are elements; that is, they are 
substances which are not broken up into more fundamental 
units by any physical or any chemical changes. The thou¬ 
sands of different materials that are found on the earth are 
all made up of about 90 elements, only about half of which 
are of very frequent occurrence. The union of elements 
into a chemical compound is a very fundamental matter, for 
the compound may have properties very unlike those of any 
of the elements of wliich it is composed. For example, 
hydrogen, carbon, and nitrogen are in almost all food, but 
hydrocyanic acid, which is composed of these elements alone, 
is a deadly poison. 

Besides the elements which have been enumerated, the 
atmosphere contains some carbon dioxide, which is a com¬ 
pound of carbon and oxygen, and water vapor, which is 
a compound of oxygen and hydrogen. In volume three 
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hundredths of one per cent of the earth’s atmosphere is 
carbon dioxide; but this compound is heavier than nitrogen 
and oxygen, and by weight, 0.06 per cent of the atmosphere 
is carbon dioxide. The amount of water vapor in the air 
varies greatly with the position on the earth’s surface and 
with the time. There are also small quantities of dust, soot, 
ammonia, and many other things which occur in variable 
quantities and which are considered as impurities. 

The pressure of the atmosphere at sea level is about 15 
pounds per square inch and its density is about one eight- 
hundredth that of water. This means that the weight of a 
column of air reaching from the earth’s surface to the limits 
of the atmosphere and having a cross section of one square 
inch weighs 15 pounds. The total mass of the atmosphere 
can be obtained by multiplying the weight of one column 
by the total area of the earth. In this way it is found 
that the mass of the earth’s atmosphere is nearly 
6,000,000,000,000,000 tons, or approximately one millionth 
the mass of the solid earth. The total mass of even the 
carbon dioxide of the earth’s atmosphere is approximately 
3,000,000,000,000 tons. 

29. Determination of Height of Earth’s Atmosphere from 
Observations of Meteors. — Meteors, or shooting stars as 
they are commonly called, are minute bodies, circulating in 
interplanetary space, which become visible only when they 
penetrate the earth’s atmosphere and are made incandescent 
by the resistance which they encounter. The great heat 
developed is a consequence of their high velocities, which 
ordinarily are in the neighborhood of 25 miles per second. 

Let m. Fig. 19, represent the path of a meteor before it 
encounters the atmosphere at A. Until it reaches A it is 
invisible, but at A it begins to glow and continues luminous 
until it is entirely burned up at B. Suppose it is observed 
from the two stations Oi and O 2 which are at a known dis¬ 
tance apart. The observations at Ox give the angle AO 1 O 2 , 
and those at O 2 give the angle il020i. From these data the 

F 
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other parts of the triangle can be computed (compare Art. 
10)’. After the distance OiA has been computed the perpen- 

, dicular height of 

A from the sur- 

- — face of the earth 

^ computed 

/by using the angle 

AO 1 O 2 . Similarly, 
C the height of B 
above the surface 

3?iq. 19. — Determination of the height of meteors. earth can 

be determined. 

Observations of meteors from two stations show that they 
ordinarily become visible at a height of from 60 to 100 
miles. Therefore, the atmosphere is sufficiently dense to 
a height of about 100 miles to offer sensible resistance to 
meteors. Meteors usually disappear by the time they have 
descended to within thirty or forty miles of the earth’s 
surface. 


30. Determination of Height of Earth’s Atmosphere from 
Observations of Aurorae. — Aurorae are almost certainly 
electrical phenomena of the very rare upper atmosphere, 
though their nature is not yet very well understood. Their 
altitude can be computed from simultaneous observations 
made at different stations. The method is the same as that 


in obtaining the height of a meteor. 

The southern ends of auroral streamers are usually more 
than 100 miles in height, and they are sometimes found at 
an altitude of 500 or 600 miles. Their northern ends are 
much lower. This means that the density required to make 
meteors incandescent is considerably greater than that which 
is sufficient for auroral phenomena. 

31. Determination of Height of Earth’s Atmosphere from 
the Duration of Twilight. — Often after sunset, even to the 
east of the observer, high clouds are brilliantly illuminated 
by the rays of the sun which still fall on them. The higher 
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the clouds are, the longer they ore illuminated. Similarly, 
the sun shines on the upper atmosphere for a considerable 
time after it has set or before it rises, and gives the twilight. 
The duration of twilight depends upon the height of the 
atmosphere. While it is difficult to determine the instant 
at which the twilight ceases to be visible, observations show 
that under favorable weather conditions it does not disap¬ 
pear until the sun is 18 degrees below the horizon. 

In order to see how the height of the atmosphere can be 
determined from the duration of the twilight, consider Fig. 20, 
The sun^s rays 
come in from the 
left in lines that 
are sensibly par¬ 
allel. The ob¬ 
server at 0 can 
see the illumin¬ 
ated atmosphere 
at P ] but if the 
atmosphere were 
much shallower, 
it would not be 
visible to him. The region P is midway between 0 and the 
sunset point. Since 0 is 18 degrees from the sunset point, it 
is possible to compute the height of the plane of the horizon 
at P above the surface of the earth. It is found that 18 
degrees corresponds to an altitude of 50 miles. That is, the 
atmosphere extends to a height of 50 miles above the earth’s 
surface in quantities sufficient to produce twilight. 

The results obtained by the various methods for determin¬ 
ing the height of the atmosphere disagree because its density 
decreases with altitude, as is found by ascending in balloons, 
and different densities are required to produce the different 
phenomena. It will convey the correct idea for most appli¬ 
cations to state that the atmosphere does not extend in ap¬ 
preciable quantities beyond 100 miles above the earth’s sur- 



atmoBphcre from tho duration of twilight. 
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face. At this altitude its density is about one four hundred- 
millionth of that at the surface. When the whole earth is 
considered it is found that the atmosphere forms a relatively 
thin layer. If the earth is represented by a globe 8 inches 
in diameter, the thickness of the atmosphere on the same 
scale is only about one tenth of an inch. 

32. The Kinetic Theory of Gases. — It has been stated 
that every known substance on the earth is composed of 
about 90 fundamental elements. A chemical combination 
of atoms is called a molecule. A molecule of oxygen con¬ 
sists of two atoms of oxygen, a molecule of water of two 
atoms of hydrogen and one of oxygen, and similarly for all 
substances. Some molecules contain only a few atoms and 
others a great many; for example, a molecule of cane sugar 
is composed of 12 atoms of carbon, 22 of hydrogen, and 11. 
of oxygen. As a rule the compounds developed in connec¬ 
tion with the life processes contain many atoms. 

The molecules are all very minute, though their dimen¬ 
sions doubtless vary with the number and kind of atoms 
they contain. Lord Kelvin devised a number of methods 
of determining their size, or at least the distances between 
their centers. In water, for example, there are in round 
numbers 500,000,000 in a line of them one inch long, or the 
cube of this number in a cubic inch. 

In solids the molecules are constrained to keep essentially 
the same relations to one another, though they are capable 
of Doaking complicated small .vibrations. In liquids the 
molecules continually suffer restraints from neighboring 
molecules, but their relative positions are not fixed and they 
move around among one another, though not with perfect 
freedom. In gases the molecules are perfectly free from one 
another except when they collide. They move with great 
speed and collide with extraordinary frequency; but, in spite 
of the frequency of the collisions, the time during which 
they are uninfluenced by their neighbors is very much greater 
than that in which they are in effective contact. 
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The pressure exerted by a gas is due to the impact of its 
molecules on the walls of the retaining vessel. To make the 
ideas definite, consider a cubic foot of atmosphere at .sea-level 
pressure. Its weight is about one and one fourth ounces, 
but it exerts a pressure of 15 pounds on each square inch of 
each of its six surfaces, or a total pressure on the surface of 
the cube of more than six tons. This implies that the mole¬ 
cules move with enormous speed. They do not all move 
with the same speed, but some travel slowly while others go 
much faster than the average. Theoretically, at least, in 
every gas there are molecules moving with every velocity, 
however great, but the number of those having any given 
velocity diminishes rapidly as its difference from the aver¬ 
age velocity increases. The average velocity of molecules 
in common air at ordinary temperature and pressure is more 
than 1600 feet per second, and on the average each mole¬ 
cule has 5,000,000,000 collisions per second. Therefore the 
average distance traveled between collisions is only about 
of iiich. 

From the kinetic theory of gases it is possible to deter¬ 
mine how fast the density of the air diminishes with increase 
of altitude. It is found that about one half of the earth^s 
atmosphere is within the first 3.5 miles of its surface, that 
one half of the remainder is contained in the next 3.5 miles, 
and so on until it is so rare that the kinetic theory no longer 
applies without sensible modifications. 

33. The Escape of Atmospheres. — Suppose a body is 
projected upward from the surface of the earth. The height 
to which it rises depends upon the speed with which it is 
started. The greater the initial speed, the higher it will rise, 
and there is a certain definite initial velocity for which, neg¬ 
lecting the resistance of the air, it will leave the earth and 
never return. This is the velocity of escape, and for the 
earth it is a little less than 7 miles per second. 

The molecules in the earth's atmosphere may be con¬ 
sidered as projectiles which dart in every direction. It has 
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been seen that there is a small fraction of them which 
move with a velocity as great as 7 miles per second. Half of 
these will move toward points in the sky and consequently 
would escape from the earth if they did not encounter other 
molecules. But in view of the great frequency of collisions 
of molecules, it is evident that only a very small fraction of 
those which move with high velocities can escape from the 
earth. However, it seems certain that some molecules will 
be lost in this way, and, so far as this factor is concerned, 
the earth's atmosphere is being continually depleted. The 
process is much more rapid in the case of bodies, such as 
the moon, for example, whose masses and attractions are 
much smaller, and for which, therefore, the velocity of 
escape is lower. 

It should not be inferred from this that the earth's at¬ 
mosphere is diminishing in amount even if possible replenish¬ 
ment from the rocks and its interior is neglected. When a 
molecule escapes from the earth it is still subject to the attrac¬ 
tion of the sun and goes around it in an orbit which crosses 
that of the earth. Therefore the earth has a chance of 
acquiring the molecule again by collision. The only excep¬ 
tion to this statement is when the molecule escapes with a 
velocity so high that the sun's attraction cannot control it. 
The velocity necessary in order that the molecule shall 
escape both the earth and the sun depends upon its direction 
of motion, but averages about 25 miles per second and cannot 
be less than 19 miles per second. But besides the molecules 
that have escaped from the earth there are doubtless many 
others revolving around the sun near the orbit of the earth. 
These also can be acquired by collision. The earth is so 
old and there has been so much time for losing and acquir¬ 
ing an atmosphere, molecule by molecule, that probably an 
equilibrium has been reached in which the number of mole¬ 
cules lost equals the number gained. The situation is 
analogous to a large vessel of water placed in a sealed 
room. The water evaporates until the air above it becomes 
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so nearly saturated that the vessel acquires as many mole¬ 
cules of water vapor by collisions as it loses by evaporation. 

The doctrine of the escape of atmospheres implies that 
bodies of small mass will have limited and perhaps inappre¬ 
ciable atmospheres, and that those of lai'ge mass will have 
extensive atmospheres. The implications of the theory are 
exactly verified in experience. For example, the moon, with 
a mass ^ that of the earth and a velocity of escape of 
about 1.5 miles per second, has no sensible atmosphere. On 
the other hand, Jupiter, with a mass 318 times that of the 
earth and a velocity of escape of 37 miles per second, has 
an enormous atmosphere. These examples are typical of 
the facts furnished by all known celestial bodies. 

34. Effects of the Atmosphere on Climate. — Aside from 
the heat received from the sun, the most important factor 
affecting the earth's climate is its atmosphere. It tends to 
equalize the temperature in three important ways, (a) It 
makes the temperature at any one place more uniform than 
it would otherwise be, and (6) it reduces to a large extent 
the variations in temperature in different latitudes that 
would otherwise exist. And (c) it distributes water over the 
surface of the earth. 

(a) Consider the day side of the earth. The rays of the 
sun are partly absorbed by the atmosphere and the heating 
of the earth's surface is thereby reduced. The amount 
absorbed at sea level is possibly as much as 40 per cent. 
Every one is familiar with the fact that on a mountain, 
above a part of the atmosphere, sunlight is more intense than 
it is at lower levels. But at night the effects are reversed. 
The heat that the atmosphere has absorbed in the daytime 
is radiated in every direction, and hence some of it strikes 
the earth and warms it. Besides this, at night the earth 
radiates the heat it has received in the daytime. The at¬ 
mosphere above reflects some of the radiated heat directly 
back to the earth. Another portion of it is absorbed and 
radiated in every direction, and consequently in .part back 
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to the earth. In short, the atmosphere acts as a sort of 
blanket, keeping out part of the heat in the daytime, and 
helping to retain at night that which has been received. Its 
action is analogous to that of a glass with which the gardener 
covers his hotbed. The results are that the variations in 
temperature between night and day are reduced, and the 
average temperature is raised. 

(6) The unequal heating of the earth^s atmosphere in 
various latitudes is the primary cause of the winds. The 
warmer air moves toward the cooler regions, and the cold 
air of the higher latitudes returns toward the equator. The 
trade winds are examples of these movements. Their im¬ 
portance will be understood when it is remembered that* 
wind velocities of 15 or 20 miles an hour are not uncommon, 
and that there is about 15 pounds of air above every square 
inch of the earth's surface. 

One of the effects of the winds is the production of the 
ocean currents which are often said to be dominant factors 
in modifying climate, but which are, as a matter of fact, 
relatively unimportant consequences of the air currents. A 
south wind will often in the course of a few hours raise the 
temperature of the air over thousands of square miles of 
territory by 20 degrees, or even more. In order to raise the 
temperature of the atmosphere at constant pressure, over 
one square mile through 20 degrees by the combustion of coal 
it would be necessary to bum ten thousand tons. This 
illustration serves to give some sort of mental image of the 
great influence of air currents on climatic conditions, and if 
it were not for them, it is probable that both the equatorial 
and polar regions would be uninhabitable by man. 

36. Importance of the Constitution of the Atmosphere. — 
The blanketing effect of the atmosphere depends to a con¬ 
siderable extent on its constitution. Every one is familiar 
with the fact that the early autumn frosts occur only when 
the air is clear and has low humidity. The reason is that 
water vapor is leas transparent to the earth's radiations than 
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are nitrogen and oxygen gas. On the other hand, there is 
not so much difference in their absorption of the rays that 
come from the sun. The reason is that the very hot sim's 
rays are largely of short wave length (Art. 211) ;■ that is, 
they are to a considerable extent in the blue end of the spec¬ 
trum, while the radiation from the cooler earth is almost 
entirely composed of the much longer heat rays. Ordinary 
glass has the same property, for it transmits the sun^s rays 
almost perfectly, while it is a pretty good screen for the rays 
emitted by a stove or radiator. 

The water-vapor content of the atmosphere varies and 
cannot surpass a certain amount. But carbon dioxide has 
the same absorbing properties as water vapor, and in spite 
of the fact that it makes up only a very small part of the 
earth^s atmosphere, Arrhenius believes that it has important 
climatic effects. He concluded that if the quantity of it 
in the air were doubled the climate would be appreciably 
warmer, and that if half of it were removed the average 
temperature of the earth would fall. Chamberlin has shown 
that there are reasons for believing that the amount of 
carbon dioxide has varied in long oscillations, and he sug¬ 
gested that this may be the explanation of the ice ages, with 
intervening warm epochs, which the middle latitudes have 
experienced. 

If the effect of carbon dioxide on the climate has been 
correctly estimated, its production by the recent enormous 
consumption of coal raises the interesting question whether 
man at last is not in this way seriously interfering with the 
cosmic processes. At the present time about 1,000,000,000 
tons of coal are mined and burned annually. In order to 
burn 12 pounds of coal 32 pounds of oxygen are required, 
and the result of the combustion is 12 -f 32 = 44 pounds 
of carbon dioxide. Consequently, by the combustion of 
coal there is now annually produced by man about 
3,670,000,000 tons of carbon dioxide. On referring to the 
total amount of carbon dioxide now in the air (Art. 28), it 
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ia seen that at the present rate of combustion of coal it will 
be doubled in 800 years. Consequently, there are grounds 
for believing that modem industry may have sensible 
climatic effects in a few centuries. 

36. Rdle of the Atmosphere in Life Processes. — Oxygen 
is an indispensable element, in the atmosphere for all higher 
forms of animal life. It is taken into the blood stream 
through the lungs and is used in the tissues. Its proportion 
in the atmosphere is probably not very important, for it 
seems probable that if it had always been ‘much more or 
much less, animals would have become adapted to the dif¬ 
ferent condition. But if the earth^s crust had contained 
enough material which readily unites with oxygen, such as 
hydrogen, silicon, or iron, to have exhausted the supply, it 
seems certain that animals with warm, red blood could not 
have developed. Such considerations are of high impor¬ 
tance in speculating on the question of the habitability of 
other planets. 

The higher forms of vegetable matter are largely composed 
of carbon and water. The carbon is obtained from the car¬ 
bon dioxide in the atmosphere. The carbon and oxygen are 



separated in the cells of the 
plants, the carbon is retained, and 
the oxygen is given back to the air. 

37. Refraction of Light by the 
Atmosphere.—When light passes 
from a rarer to a denser medium 
it is bent toward the perpendic¬ 
ular to the surface between the 
two media, and in general the 


Fig. 21, — The^ refraction of greater the difference in the densi¬ 
ties of the two media, the greater 


is the bending, which is called refraction. Thus, in Fig. 21, 
the ray I which strikes the surface of the denser medium 


at A is bent from the direction AB toward the perpendicular 
to the surface AD and takes the direction AC, 
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Now consider a ray of light striking the earth^s atmosphere 
obliquely. The density of the air increases from its outer 
borders to the surface 
of the earth. Conse¬ 
quently, a ray of light is 
bent more and more as it 
proceeds down through 
the air. Let 2, Fig. 22, 
represent a ray of light 
coming from a star S to 
an observer at 0. The 
star is really in the direc¬ 
tion OS", but it appears to be in the direction OS' from 
which the light comes when it strikes the observer’s eye. The 
angle between OS" and OS' is the angle of refraction. It is 
zero for a star at the z:nith and increases to a little over 
onc-half of a degree for one at the horizon. For this reason a 



Fiq. 22. — Refraction of liRlit by the 
earth's atmosphere. 



Fig. 23. — The sun is apparently flattened by refraction when it is on the 

horizon. 


celestial body apparently rises before it is actually above the 
horizon, and is visible until after it has really set. If the 
sun or moon is on the horizon, its bottom part is apparently 
raised more than its top part by refraction, so that it seems 
to be flattened in the vertical direction, as is shown in Fig. 23. 
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38. The Twinkling of the Stars. — The atmosphere is not 
only of variable density from its highest regions to the sur¬ 
face of the earth, but it is always disturbed by waves which 
cause the density at a given point to vary continually. 
These variations in density cause constant small changes in 
the refraction of light, and consequently alterations in the 
direction from which the light appears to come. When 
the source is a point of light, as a star, it twinkles or scintil¬ 
lates. The twinkling of the stars is particularly noticeable 
in winter time on nights when the air is cold and unsteady. 
The variation in refraction is different for different colors, 
and consequently when a star twinkles it flashes sometimes 
blue or green and at other times red or yellow. Objects that 
have disks, even though they are too small to be discerned 
with the unaided eye, appear much steadier than stars because 
the irregular refractions from various parts seldom agree in 
direction, and consequently do not displace the whole object. 

IV. QUESTIONS 

1. What is the weight of the air in a room 16 feet square and 
10 feet high ? 

2. How many pounds of air pass per minute through a windmill 
12 feet in diameter in a breeze of 20 miles per hour ? 

3. Compute the approximate total atmospheric pressure to which 
a person is subject. 

4. What is the density of the air, compared to its density at the 
surface, at heights of 50,100, and 500 miles, the density being deter¬ 
mined by the law given at the end of Art. 32 ? This gives an idea 
of the density required for the phenomena of twilight, of meteors, 
and of aurorae. 

5. Draw a diagram showing the earth and its atmosphere to scale. 

6. The earth’s mass is slowly growing by the acquisition of 
meteors; if there is nothing to offset this growth, will its atmosphere 
have a tendency to increase or to decrease in amount ? 

7. If the earth’s atmosphere increases or decreases, as the case 
may be, what will be the effect on the mean temperature, the daily 
range at any place, and the range over the earth’s whole surface ? 

8. If the earth’s surface were devoid of water, what would be the 
effect on the mean temperature, the daily range at any place, and 
the range over its whole surface ? 



CHAPTER III 


THE MOTIONS OF THE EARTH 

t 

I. The Rotation of the Eabth , 

39, The Relative Rotation of the Earth. — The most 
casual observer of the heavens has noticed that not only 
the sun and moon, but also the stars, rise in the east, pass 

across the sky, and set in -- 

the west. At least this is - ■ 

true of those stars which __■ -- —■ 

cross the meridian south 
of the zenith. Figure 24 

is a photograph of Orion . 

in which the telescope was ’ 

kept fixed while the stars _ _ 

passed in front of it, and __ 

the horizontal streaks are — ... _ . . , . 

the images traced out by 

the stars on the photo- _ _ 

graphic plate. .. Zzd 

The stars in the north- --- 

ern heavens describe circles trails of brighter stars 

. 1 j. in Orion (Bornurd). 

around the north pole of 

the sky as a center. Two hours of observation of the posi¬ 
tion of the Big Dipper will show the character of the motion 
very clearly. Figure 25 shows circumpolar star trails secured 
by pointing a fixed telescope toward the pole star and giving 
an exposure of a little over an hour. The conspicuous 
streak a little below and to the left of the center is the 
trail of the pole star, which therefore is not exactly at the 
pole of the heavens. A comparison of this picture with 
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the northern sky will show that most of the stars whose 
trails are seen are quite invisible to the unaided eye. 

Since all the heavenly bodies rise in the east (except those 
so near the pole that they simply go around it), travel across 

the sky, and set 
in the west, to 
reappear again in 
the east, it fol¬ 
lows that either 
they go around 
the earth from 
east to west, or 
the earth turns 
from west to 
east. So far as 
the simple mo¬ 
tions of the sun, 
moon, and stars 
are concerned 
both hypotheses 
are in perfect 
harmony with 
the observations, 
and it is not pos¬ 
sible to decide 
which of them is correct without additional data. AU the 
apparent motions prove is that there is a relative motion 
of the earth with respect to the heavenly bodies. 

It is often supposed that the ancients were xmscientific, 
if not stupid, because they believed that the earth was fixed 
and that the sky went around it, but it has been seen that 
so far as their data bore on the question one theory was as 
good as the other. In fact, not aU of them thought that 
the earth was fixed. The earliest philosopher who is known 
to have believed in the rotation of the earth was Philolaus, 
a Pythagorean, who lived in the fifth century b.c. His 
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ideas were more or less mystical, but they seem to have had 
some influence, for they were quoted by Copernicus (1473- 
1543) in his great work on the theory of the motions in thq 
solar system. Aristotle (384-322 b.c.) recognized the fact 
that the apparent motions of the stars can be explained 
either by their revolution around the earth, or by the rota¬ 
tion of the earth on its axis. Aristarchus of Samos (310- 
260 B.c.) made the clearest statements regarding both the 
rotation and the revolution of the earth of any philosopher 
of antiquity. But Hipparchus (180-110 b.c.), who was the 
greatest astronomer of antiquity, and whose discoveries 
were very numerous and valuable, believed in the fixity of 
the earth. He was followed in this opinion by Ptolemy 
(100-170 a.d.) and every other astronomer of note down to 
Copernicus, who believed the earth rotated and revolved 
around the sun. 

40, The Laws of Motion. — One method of attacking 
the question of whether or not any particular body, such as 
the earth, moves is to consider the laws of motion of bodies 
in general, and then to answer it on the basis of, and in 
harmony with, these laws. The laws of nature arc in a 
fundamental respect different from civil laws, and it is un¬ 
fortunate that the same term is used for both of them. A 
civil law prescribes or forbids a mode of conduct, with pen¬ 
alties if it is violated. It can be violated at pleasure if one 
is willing to run the chance of suffering the penalty. On 
the other hand, a law of nature docs not prescribe or compel 
anything, but is a description of the way all phenomena of 
a certain class succeed one another. 

The laws of motion arc statements of the way bodies 
actually move. They were first given by Newton in 1086, 
although they were to some extent understood by his prede¬ 
cessor Galileo. Newton called them axioms although they 
are by no means self-evident, as is proved by the fact that 
for thousands of years they were quite unknown. The laws, 
essentially as Newton gave them, are: 
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Law I. Every body continues in its state of rest, or of uni^ 
form motion in a straight lincy unless it is compelled to change 
that state by an exterior force acting upon it 

Law II. The rate of change of motion of a body is directly 
proportional to the force applied to it and inversely proper^ 
tional to its mass, and the change of motion takes place in the 
direction of the line in which the force acts. 

Law III. To every action there is an equal and oppositely 
directed reaction; or, the mutual actions of two bodies are al¬ 
ways equal and oppositely directed. 

The importance of the laws of motion can be seen from the 
fact that every astronomical and terrestrial phenomenon 
involving the motion of matter is interpreted by using them 
as a basis. They are, for example, the foundation of all 
mechanics. A little reflection will lead to the conclusion 
that there are few, if indeed any, phenomena that do not in 
some way, directly or indirectly, depend upon the motion 
of matter. 

The first law states the important fact that if a body is at 
rest it will never begin to move unless some force acts upon 
it, and that if it is in motion it will forever move with uniform 
speed in a straight line unless some exterior force acts upon 
it. In two respects this law is contradictory to the ideas 
generally maintained before the time of Newton. In the 
first place, it had been supposed that bodies near the earth's 
surface would descend, because it was natural for them to do 
so, even though no forces were acting upon them. In the 
second place, it had been supposed that a moving body would 
stop unless some force were continually applied to keep it 
going. These errors kept the predecessors of Newton from 
getting any satisfactory theories regarding the motions of 
the heavenly bodies. 

The second law defines how the change of motion of a 
body, in both direction and amount, depends upon the ap¬ 
plied force. It asserts what happens when any force is act¬ 
ing, and this means , that the statement is true whether or 
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not there are other forces. In other words, the momentary 
effects of forces can be considered independently of one 
another. For example, if two forces, PA and PB in Fig. 
26, are acting on a body at P, it will move in the direction 
PA just as though PB 
were not acting on it, 
and it will move in the 
direction PB just as 
though PA were not 
acting on it. The result p 
is that when they are Fiq. 26. — The ptirallologram of forcos. 

both acting it will go from P to C along PC. Since PACB 
is a parallelogram, this is called the parallelogram law of 
the composition of forces. 

The first two laws refer to the motion of a single body; 
the third expresses the way in which two bodies act on each 
other. It means essentially that if one body changes the 
state of motion of another body, its own state of motion is 
also changed reciprocally in a definite way. The term 
“ action ” in the law means the mass times the rate of change 
of motion (acceleration) of the body. Hence the third law 
might read that if two bodies act on each other, then the 
product of the mass and acceleration in one is equal and 
opposite to the product of the mass and acceleration in the 
other. This is a complete statement of the way two bodies 
act upon each other. But the second law states that the 
product of the mass and acceleration of a body is propor¬ 
tional to the force acting on it. Hence it follows that the 
third law might read that if two bodies act on each other, 
then the force exerted by the first on the second is equal 
and opposite to the force exerted by the second on the first. 
This statement is not obviously true because it seems to 
contradict ordinary experience. For example, the law states 
that if a strong man and a weak man are pulling on a rope 
(weight of the rope being neglected) against each other, the 
strong man cannot pull any more than the weak man. The 
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:eason is, of course, that the weak man does not give the 
strong one an opportunity to use his full strength. If the 
strong man is heavier than the weak one and pulls enough, 
tie will move the latter while he remains in his tracks. This 
seems to contradict the statement of the law in terms of 
bhe acceleration; but the contradiction disappears when it 
is remembered that the men are subject not only to the forces 
they exert on each other, but also to their friction with the 
earth. If they were in canoes in open water, they would 
both move, and, if the weights of the canoes were included, 
their motions would be in harmony with the third law. 

Since the laws of motion are to be used fundamentally in 
considering the motion of the earth, the question of their 
truth at once arises. When they are applied to the motions 
of the heavenly bodies, everything becomes orderly. Be¬ 
sides this, they have been illustrated millions of times in 
ordinary experience on the earth and they have been tested 
in laboratories, but nothing has been found to indicate they 
are not in harmony with the actual motions of material bodies. 
In fact, they are now supported by such an enormous mass 
of experience that they are among the most trustworthy con¬ 
clusions men have reached. 

41. Rotation of the Earth Proved by Its Shape. — The 
shape of the earth can be determined without knowing whether 
or not it rotates. The simple measurements of arcs (Art. 12) 
prove that the earth is oblate. 

It can be shown that it follows from the laws of motion 
and the law of gravitation that the earth would be spherical 
if it were not rotating. Since it is not spherical, it must be 
rotating. Moreover, it follows from the laws of motion 
that if it is rotating it will be bulged at the equator. Hence 
the oblateness of the earth proves that it rotates and deter¬ 
mines the position of its axis, but does not determine in 
which direction it turns. 

42. Rotation of the Earth Proved by the Eastward Devi¬ 
ation of Falling Bodies. — Let OP, Fig. 27, represent a 
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tower from whose top a ball is dropped. Suppose that while 
the ball is falling to the foot of the tower the earth rotates 
through the angle QEQ'. The top of the tower is carried 
from P to P', and its foot from 0 to O'. The distance PP' 
is somewhat greater than the distance 00'. Now consider 
the falling body. 

It tends to move 
in the direction 
PP' in accord¬ 
ance with the first 
law of motion be¬ 
cause, at the time 
it is dropped, it 
is carried in this 
direction by the 
rotation of the 

earth. Moreover Fki. 27 . Tho eustwnnl deviation of fallinjj; bodies 
. ,1 ' proves the eastward rotation of tho eartli. 

PP' IS the dis¬ 
tance through which it would be carried if it were not 
dropped. But the earth’s attraction causes it to descend, 
and the force acts at right angles to the line PP'. There¬ 
fore, by the second law of motion, the atti-action of the eai’th 
does not have any influence on the motion in the direction 
PP'. Consequently, while it is descending it moves in a 
horizontal direction a distance equal to PP' and strikers 
the surface at 0" to the cast of the foot of the tower O'. 
The eastward deviation is the distance O'O". Tlie small 
diagram at the right shows the tower and the path of iJie 
falling body on a larger scale. 

The foregoing reasoning has been made on the assumption 
that the earth rotates to the eastward. The question aris{\s 
whether the conclusions arc in harmony with expericuKio. 
The experiment for determining the deviation of falling bodies 
is complicated by air currents and the resistance of the air. 
Furthermore, the eastward deviation is very small, being 
only 1.2 inches for a drop of 600 feet in latitude 40°. In 
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spite of these difliculties, the experiment for moderate heights 
proves that the earth rotates to the eastward. Father Hagen, 
of Rome, has devised an apparatus, having analogies with 
Atwood^s machine in physics, which avoids most of the dis¬ 
turbances to which a freely falling body is subject. The 
largest free faU so far tried was in a vertical mine shaft, near 
Houghton, Mich., more than 4000 feet deep. In spite 
of the fact that the diameter of the mine shaft was many 
times the deviation for that distance, the experiment utterly 
failed because the balls which were dropped never reached 
the bottom. It is probable that when they had fallen far 
enough to acquire high speed the air packed up in front of 
them until they were suddenly deflected far enough from 
their course to hit the walls and become imbedded. 



43. Rotation of the Earth Proved by Foucault's Pendulum. 

— One of the most ingenious and convincing experiments 

for proving the 
rotation of the 
earth was devised 
in 1851 by the 
j French physicist 
Foucault. It de- 
upon the 
fact that accord- 
ing to the laws of 
motion a freely 
swinging pendu¬ 
lum tends con- 

T. «« mi ^ , stantly tomovein 

Fig. 28. — The Foucault pendulum. ,, , 

the same plane. 

Suppose a pendulum suspended at 0, Fig. 28, is started 
swinging in the meridian OQ. Let OF be the tangent at 0 
drawn in the plane of the meridian. After a certain interval 
the meridian OQ will have rotated to the position O'Q'. 
The line O'V is drawn parallel to the line OF. Conse¬ 
quently the pendulum will be swinging in the plane EO'V'. 


i 
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The tangent to the meridian at O' is O'F. Consequently, 
the angle between this line and the plane in which the 
pendulum will be swinging is F'O'F, which equals OFO'. 
That is, tlui angles at V betwee^n the meridian tangents equals 
the apparent deviation of the plane of the pendulum from the 
meridian. For points in the northern hemisphere the devi¬ 
ation is from a north-aiid-south direction toward a northeast- 
and-southwest direc^tion. The angle around the cone at V 
equals the total deviation in one rotation of the earth. If 
0 is at the earth’s j)ole, the daily deviation is 360 degrees. 
If 0 is on th(^ (bill’s equator, the point V is infinitely far 
away ami the deviation is zei-o. 

Foucault suspended a heavy iron ball by a steel wire about 
200 feet long, and the deviation became evident in a few 
minutes. The expiM-iment is very simple and has been re¬ 
peated in many places. It proves that th(^ earth rotates 
eastward, and the rat(^ of dewiation of the pendulum proves 
that the ndativc* niojjon of tlu^ earth with res])ect to the 
stars is due ent.indy t(j its rotation and not at all to the 
motions of the stars around it. 


44. Consequences of the Earth’s Rotation. — An impor¬ 
tant (^onseqllence of the earth’s rotation is the direction of 


air cui’nmts at 
considerabh^ dis¬ 
tances from th(^ 
equator in both 
northern and 
southern lati¬ 
tudes. Suppose 
the unequal h^uit- ' 
ing of the atmos- 
phercj causes a 
certain portion of 
it to move noi'th- 



Fkj. 20 . — Tho doviatioii of uir curronts. 


ward from 0, Fig. 29, with such a velocity that if the 


earth were not rotating, it would azTive at A in a certain 
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interval of time. Suppose that in this interval of time the 
meridian OQ rotates to the position O'Q'. Hence the mass 
of air under consideration actually had the velocities OA and 
00' when it started from 0, the fonner with respect to the 
surface of the earth and the latter because of the rotation of 
the earth. By the laws of motion these motions, being at 
right angles to each other, are mutually independent, and 
the air will move over both distances during the interval of 
time and arrive at the point A", which is east of A\ Con¬ 
sequently, the mass of air that started straight northward 
with i-espect to the surface of the earth along the meridian 
OA will have deviated eastward by the amount A'A". 

The deviation for northward motion in the northern 
hemisphere is towai’d the east; for southward motion, it 
is toward the west. In both cases it is toward the right. 
For similar reasons, in the southern hemisphere the devia¬ 
tion is toward the left. 

The deviations in the directions of air currents are evi¬ 
dently greater the higher the latitude, because near the polos 
a given distance along the earth’s surface corresponds to 
an almost equal change in the distance from the axis of 
rotation, while at the equator there is no change in the dis¬ 
tance from the earth’s axis. It might be supposed that in 
middle latitudes a moderate northward or southward dis¬ 
placement of the air would cause no appreciable change in 
its direction of motion. But a point on the equator moves 
eastward at the rate of over 1000 miles an hour, at latitude 
60 degrees the eastward velocity is half as great, and at the 
pole it is zero. If it were not for friction with the earth’s 
surface, a mass of air moving from latitude, 40 degrees to 
latitude 45 degrees, a distance less than 350 miles, would 
acquire an eastward velocity with respect to the surface of 
the earth of over 40 miles an hour. The prevailing winds 
of the northern hemisphere in middle latitudes are to tho 
northeast, and the eastward component has been found to 
be strong for the very high currents. 
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Obviously the same principles apply to water currents 
and to air currents. Consequently water currents, such as 
rivers, tend to deviate toward the right in the northern 
hemisphere. It has been found by examining the Missis¬ 
sippi and Yukon rivei-s that the former to some extent, 
and the latter to a much greater extent, on the whole scour 
their right-hand banks. 

All the proofs of the earth’s rotation so far given depend 
upon the laws of motion. There is one independent reason 
for believing the eartli rotates, though it falls a little short 
of proof. It has been found by observations involving 
only geometrical principles that the sun, moon, and planets 
arc compara])le to the earth in size, some being larger and 
others smaller. Dirc^ct observations with the telescope show 
that a iminlxM’ of tliese bodic'S rotate on their axes, the re¬ 
mainder being eit.lun- v(u*y rtMn()t(^ or otherwise unfavorably 
situated for oI)servati()n. The conclusion by analogy is 
that the earth also rotates. 

46. The Uniformity of the Earth’s Rotation. — It follows 
from the laws of motion, and in particular from the first 
law, that if the earth w(n*(^ subject to no extcn-nal forces and 
were invariable in size, sliai)e, and distribution of itjass, it 
would rotate on its axis with absolute uniformity. Since 
the eartli is a. fundanunital nu‘ans of measuring time its 
rotation cannot be Uvstiul by (^lo(!ks. Its rotal.ion might be 
compared with other ceh^stial phenonuuia, but then the 
question of th(*ir uniformity would arisen The only re¬ 
course is to mak(^ an c»xamination of the possible forces and 
changes in the earth which are capable of altering the rate 
of its rotation. 

The earth is subject to the attractions of the sun, moon, 
and planets. But these attractions do not change its rate 
of rotation because the forces pulling on opposite sides 
balance, just as the earth’s attraction for a rotating wheel 
whose plane is vertical neither retards nor accelerates its 
motion. 
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The earth is struck by millions of small meteors daily 
coming in from all sides. They virtually act as a resisting 
medium and slightly retard its rotation, just as a top spin¬ 
ning in the air is retarded by the molecules impinging on it. 
But the mass of the earth is so large and the meteors are so 
small that, at theh present rate of infall, the length of the 
day cannot be changed by this cause so much as a second in 
100,000,000 years. 

The moon and the sun generate tides in the water around 
the earth and the waves beat in upon the shores and are 
gradually destroyed by friction. The energy of the waves 
is transformed into heat. This means that something else 
has lost energy, and a mathematical treatment of the sub¬ 
ject shows that the earth has suffered the loss. Conse¬ 
quently its rotation is diminished. But as great and irre¬ 
sistible as the tides may be, their energies are insignificant 
compared to that of the rotating earth, and according to the 
work of MacMillan the day is not increasing in length from 
this cause more than one second in 500,000 years. 

Before discussing the effects of a change in the size of the 
earth or in the distribution of its mass, it is necessary to 
explain a very important property of the motion of rotating 
bodies. It can be shown from the laws of motion that if 
a body is not subject to any exterior forces, its total quantity 
of rotation always remains the same no matter what changes 
may take place in the body itself. The quantity of rotation 
of a body, or moment of momentum^ as it is technically called 
in mechanics, is the sum of the rotations of all its parts. 
The rotation of a single part, or particle, is the product of 
its mass, its distance from the axis of rotation passing 
through the center of gravity of the body, and the speed 
with which it is moving at right angles to the line joining it 
to the axis of rotation. It can be shown that in the case 
of a body rotating as a solid, the quantity of rotation is 
proportional to the product of the square of the radius and 
the angular velocity of rotation, the angular velocity of 
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rotation being the angle through which the body turns in 
a unit of time. 

Now apply this principle of the conservation of the mo¬ 
ment of momentum to the earth. If it should lose heat and 
shrink so that its radius were diminished in length, then the 
angular velocity of rotation would increase, for the product 
of the square of the radius and the rate of rotation must 
be constant. On the other hand, if the radio-active sub¬ 
stances in the eaiih should cause its temperature to rise and 
its radius to expand, then the rate of rotation would de¬ 
crease. Neither of these causes can make a sensible change 
in the rotation in 1,000,000 years. Similarly, if a river 
rising in low latitudes should carry sediment to higher lati¬ 
tudes and deix)sit it nearer the earth^s axis, then the rate 
of rotation of the eartli would be increased. While such 
factoi‘s ai’e thoorcdically effective in producing changes in 
the rotation of the earth, from a practical point of view 
they are altogether negligible. 

It follows from this discussion that there are some influ¬ 
ences tending to deci’ease the rate of the earth’s rotation, 
and others tending to increase it, but that they are all so 
small as to have altogether inappreciable effects even in a 
period as long as 100,000 years. 

46. The Variation of Latitude. — It was mentioned in 
connection with the discussion of the rigidity of the earth 
(Arts. 25, 26), that its axis of rotation is not exactly fixed. 
This does not mean that the direction of the axis changes, 
but that tlie position of the earth itself changes so that its 
axis of rotation continually pierces different parts of its 
surface. That is, the poles of the earth are not fixed points 
on its surface. Since the earth’s equator is 90 degrees from 
its poles, the position of the equator also continually changes. 
Therefore the latitude of any fixed point on the surface of 
the earth undergoes continual variation. The fact was 
discovered by very accurate determinations of latitude, and 
for this reason is known as the variation of latitude. 
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The pole wanders from its mean position not more than 
30 feet, corresponding to a change of latitude of 0.3 of a 
second of arc. This is such a small quantity that it can be 
measured only by the most refined means, and accounts 



Fig.' 30. —The position of the pole from 1906 to 1013. 


for the failure to discover it until the work of Chandler and 
Kiistner about 1885. 

In 1891 Chandler took up the problem of finding from 
the observations how the pole actually moves. The varia¬ 
tion in its position is very complicated, Fig. 30 showing it 
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from 1906 to 1913. Chandler found that this complicated 
motion is the result of two simpler ones. The first is a 
yearly motion in an ellipse (Art. 53) whose longest radius is 
14 feet and shortest radius 4 feet; and the second is a 
motion in a circle of radius 15 feet, which is described in 
about 428 days. More recent discussions, based on observa¬ 
tions secured by the cooperation of the astronomers of several 
countries, have modified these results to some extent and 
have added other minor terms. 

The problem is to account for the variation of latitude 
and for the different periods. Unless a freely rotating ob¬ 
late rigid body is started turning exactly around its shortest 
axis, it will undergo an oscillation with respect to its axis 
of rotation in a period which depends upon its figure, mass, 
and speed of rotation. Hence it might be supposed that 
the earth in somc^ way oi-iginally started rotating in this 
manner. But siiu^e tlie earth is not perfectly rigid and un¬ 
yielding, fri(d-ion would in the course of time destroy the 
wabbling. In view of the fact that the ('arth is certainly 
many millions of years old, it seems that friction should 
long ago have reduced its rotation to sensible unifoi'inity 
around a fixiid axis, and this is true unless it is veiy elastic 
instead of being somewhat viscous. The tide c*xperiment 
(Art. 25) prov(\s that the earth is very elastic and suggests 
that perha]3s the (earth's present irregularities of rotation 
have been inherited from greater on(\s produced at the time 
of its origin, possibly by the falling together of scattered 
meteoric masses. But the fact that the earth has two dif¬ 
ferent variations of latitude of almost equal magnitude is 
opposed to this conclusion. The one which has the period 
of a year is probably produced by meteorological causes, as 
Jeffreys inf cm from a quantitative examination of the ques¬ 
tion. The one whoso period is 428 days, the natural period 
of variation of latitude for a body having the dynamical 
properties of the earth, is probably the consequence of the 
others In ordor to understand their relations consider a 
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pendulum which naturally oscillates in seconds. Suppose it 
starts from rest and is disturbed by a small periodic force 
whose period is two thirds of a second. Presently it will be 
moving, not like an undisturbed pendulum, but with one 
oscillation in two thirds of a second, and with another 
oscillation having an approximately equal magnitude, in its 
natural period, or one second. 

Euler showed about 1770 that if the earth were absolutely 
rigid the natural period of oscillation of its pole would be 305 
days. The increase of period to 428 days is due to the fact 
that the earth yields partially to disturbing forces (Art. 25). 

Many parts of the earth have experienced wide variations 
in climate during geological ages, and it has often been sug¬ 
gested that these great changes in temperature were pro¬ 
duced by the wandering of its poles. There are no known 
forces which could produce any greater variations in latitude 
than those which have been considered, and there is not the 
slightest probability that the earth^s poles ever have been 
far from their present position on the surface of the earth. 

47. Precession of the Equinoxes and Nutation. — There 
is one more phenomenon to be considered in connection 
with the rotation of the earth. In the variation of latitude 
the poles of the earth are slightly displaced on its surface; 
now the changes in the direction of its axis with respect to 
the stars are under consideration. 

The axis of the earth can be changed in direction only by 
forces exterior to itself. The only important exterior forces 
to which the earth is subject are the attractions of the moon 
and sun. If the earth were a sphere, these bodies would 
have no effect upon its axis of rotation, but its oblateness 
gives rise to very important consequences. 

Let 0, Kg. 31, represent a point on the equator of the 
oblate earth, and suppose the moon M is in the plane of the 
meridian which passes through 0. The point 0 is moving 
in the direction OA as a consequence of the earth's rotation. 
The attraction of the moon for a particle at 0 is in the di- 
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rection OM. By the resolution of forces (the inverse of the 
parallelogram of forces law) the force along OM can be re¬ 
solved in two others, one along OE and the other along the 
line OB perpendicular to OE. The former of these two 
forces has no effect on the rotation; the latter tends to move 



Fio. 31. — Tho of the moon for the earth’s equatorial bulge 

causes tho procession of the equinoxes. 


the particle in the direction OR, and this tendency, combined 
with the velocity OA , causes it to move in the direction OC 
(the change is greatly exaggerated). Therefore the direc¬ 
tion of motion of 0 is changed; that is, the plane of the 
equator is changed. 

The moon, however, attracts eveiy particle in the equatorial 
bulge of the earth, and its effects vary with the position of 
the particles. It can be shown by a mathematical discus¬ 
sion that cannot be taken up hero that the combined effect 
on the entire bulge is to change the plane of the equator. It 
is evident from Fig. 31 that the effect vanishes when the 
moon is in the plane of the oai'th^s equator. Therefore it 
is natural to take the plane of the moon's orbit as a plane of 
reference. These two planes intersect in a certain line whose 
position changes as the plane of the earth's equator is shifted. 
The plane of the earth's equator shifts in such a way that 
the angle between it and the plane of the moon's orbit is 
constant, while the line of intersection of the two planes ro- 
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tates in the direction opposite to that in which the earth 
turns on its axis. 

The plane in which the sun moves is called the plane of 
the ecliptic, and the moon is always near this plane. For 
the moment neglect its departure from the plane of the 
ecliptic. Then the moon, and the sun similarly, cause the 
line of the intersection of the plane of the earth’s equator 
and the plane of the ecliptic, called the line of the equinoxes, 
to rotate in the direction opposite to that of the rotation of 
the earth. This is ■ the precession of the equinoxes, four 
fifths of wluch is due to the moon and one fifth of which is 
due to the sun. Since the axis of the earth is perpendicular 
to the plane of its equator, the point in the sky toward which 
the axis is directed describes a circle among the stars. 

The mass of the earth is so great, the equatorial bulge is 
relatively so small, and the forces due to the moon and sun 
are so feeble that the precession is very slow, amounting only 
to 50.2 seconds of arc per year, from which it follows that 
the line of the equinoxes will make a complete rotation only 
after more than 25,800 years have passed. 

The precession of the equinoxes was discovered by Hip¬ 
parchus about 120 B.c. from a comparison of his observa¬ 
tions with those made by earlier astronomers, but the cause 
of it was not known until it was explained by Newton, in 
1686, in his Principia. The theoretical results obtained for 
the precession are in perfect harmony with the observations, 
and the weight of this statement will be appreciated when 
it is remembered that the calculations depend upon the size 
of the earth, its density, the distribution of mass in it, the 
laws of motion, the rate of rotation of the earth and its oblate¬ 
ness, the distances to the moon and sun, their apparent mo¬ 
tions with respect to the earth, and the law of gravitation. 

The moon does not move exactly in the plane of the 
ecliptic, but deviates from it as much as 5 degrees, and 
^ consequently the precession which it produces is not exactly 
with respect to the ecliptic. This circumstance would not 
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be particularly important if it were not for the further fact 
that the plane of the moon^s orbit has a sort of precession 
with respect to the ecliptic, completing a cycle in 18.6 years. 
This introduces a variation in the character of the precession 
which is periodic with the same period of 18.6 years. This 
variation in the precession, which at its maximum amounts 
to 9.2 seconds of arc, is called the nutation. It was dis¬ 
covered by the great English astronomer Bradley from ob¬ 
servations made during the period from 1727 to 1747. The 
cause of it was first explained by D'Alembert, a famous 
French mathematician. 

V. QUESTIONS 

1. Which of tho proofs of the rotation of the earth depend upon 
the laws of motion ? 

2. Give thnw pra.cti(ial illustrations (one a train moving around 
a curve) of tho first law of motion. 

3. Give throo illustrations of tho second law of motion. 

4. Why ia tho kink in a heavy gun, for a given charge, less than 
in a light gun ? 

T). If a man fixed on tho shoro pulls a boat by a rope, do the 
interactions not violate tho third law of motion? 

G. For a body falling from a given height, in what latitude will 
the eastward deviation Ix^ tho greatest? 

7. For what latitude will tho rotation of the Foucault pendulum 
be most rapid, and whore would tho experiment fail entirely? 

8. In what lat.itudo will tho easterly (or westerly) deviation of 
wind or waU^r currents bo most j)ronounced? 

9. Is it easier to stop a largo or small wheel of the same mass 
rotating at tho same ratt^ ? 

10. IF a whtud rotating without friction should diminish in size, 
would its rate of rotation be affected ? 

11. Are boundaries that are defined by latitudes affected by the 
wabbling of tho earth’s axis? By tho preoession of the equinoxes? 

12. Would the precession bo faster or slower if the earth were 
more oblate? If the moon were nearer? If the earth were denser? 
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II. The Revolution of the Earth 

48. Relative Motion of the Earth with Respect to the 
Sun. — The diurnal motion of the sun is so obvious that the 
most careless observer fully understands it. But it is not 
so well known that the sun has an apparent eastwardTnotion 
among the Stars analogous to that of the moon, which every 
one has noticed. The reason that people are not so familiar 
with the apparent motion of the sun is that stars cannot 
be observed in its neighborhood without telescopic aid, and, 
besides, it moves slowly. However, the fact that it ap¬ 
parently moves can be established without the use of optical 
instruments; indeed, it was known in very ancient times. 



Fig. 32. — The hypothesis that the sun revolves around the earth explains 
the apparent eastward motion of the sun with respect to the stars. 


Suppose on a given date certain stars are seen directly south 
on the meridian at 8 o'clock at night. The sun is therefore 
120° west of the star; or, what is equivalent, the stars in 
question are 120° east of the sun. A month later at 8 
o'clock at night the observed stars will be found to be 30° 
west of the meridian. Since at that time in the evening the 
sun is 120° west of the meridian, the stars are 120° — 30° 
= 90° east of the sun. That is, during a month the sun 
apparently has moved 30° eastward with respect to the stars. 

The question arises whether or not the sun's apparent 
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motion eastward is produced by its actual motion around 
the earth. It will be shown that the hypothesis that it 
actually moves around the earth satisfies all the data so far 
mentioned. Suppose E, Pig. 32, represents the earth, 
assumed fixed, and Si the position of the sun at a certain 
time. As seen from the earth it will appear to be on the sky 
among the stars at Si. Suppose that at the end of 25 days 
the sun has moved forward in a path around the earth to 
the position S ^; it will then appear to be among the stars at 
jS' 2 . That is, it will appear to have moved eastward among 
the stars in perfect accordance with the observations of its 
apparent motion. 

It will now be shown that the same observations can be 
satisfied completely by the hypothesis that the earth re- 



Fia. 33. — Tho hypotheaiH that, l-ho oarth revolves around the sun explains 
the apparent eastward motion of tho Hun with respect to the stars. 


volves around the sun. Let Sj Fig. 33, represent the sun, 
assumed fixed, and suppose Ei is the position of the earth at 
a certain time. The sun will appear to be among the stars at 
Si'. Suppose that at the end of 25 days the earth has moved 
forward in a patli around the sun to ; the sun will then 
appear to bo among the stars at £ 13 '. That is, it will appear 
to have moved eastward among the stars in perfect accord¬ 
ance with the observations of its apparent motion. It is 
noted that tho assumed actual motion of the earth is in the 
same direction as the sun's apparent motion; or, to explain 



98 AN INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY [ch. m, 48 

the apparent motion of the sun by the motion of the earth, 
the earth must be supposed to move eastward in its orbit. 

Since all the data satisfy two distinct and mutually con¬ 
tradictory hypotheses, new data must be employed in order 
to determine which of them is correct. The ancients had 
no facts by which they could disprove one of these hypotheses 
and establish the truth of the other. 

49. Revolution of the Earth Proved from the Laws of 
Motion. — The fimt actual proof that the earth revolves 
aroimd the sun was based on the laws of motion in 1686, 
though the fact was generally believed by astronomers 
somewhat earlier (Art. 62). It must be confessed at once, 
however, that the statement requires a slight correction be¬ 
cause the sun and earth actually revolve around the center 
of gravity of the two bodies, wliich is very near the center of 
the sun because of the sun^s relatively enormous mass. 

It can be shown by measurements that have no connec¬ 
tion with the motion of the sun or earth that the volume of 
the sun is more than a million times that of the earth. Hence, 
unless it is extraordinarily rare, its mass is much greater 
than that of the earth. In view of the fact that it is opaque, 
the only sensible conclusion is that it has an appreciable 
density. Hence, in the motion of the earth and sun aroimd 
their common center of gravity, the sun is nearly fixed while 
the earth moves in an enormous orbit. 

60. Revolution of the Earth Proved by the Aberration of 
Light. — The second proof that the earth revolves was 
made in 1728 when Bradley discovered what is known as 
the aberration of light. This proof has the advantage of 
depending neither on an assumption regarding the density 
of the sun nor on the laws of motion. 

Suppose rain falls vertically and that one stands still in it; 
then it appears to him that it comes straight down. Suppose 
he walks rapidly through it; then it appears to fall somewhat 
obliquely, striking him in the face. Suppose he rides through 
it rapidly; then it appears to descend more obliquely. 
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In order to get at the matter qualitatively suppose Ti, 
Fig. 34, is a tube at rest which is to be placed in such a 
position that drops of rain shall descend through it without 
strildng the sides. Clearly it must be vertical. Suppose Ts 
is a tube which is being carried to the right with moderate 
speed. It is evident that the tube must be tilted slightly 
in the direction of motion. Suppose 
the tube Ts is being transported still 
more rapidly; it must be given a 
greater deviation from the vertical. 

The distance' AsCs is the distance the 
tube moves while the drop descends 
its length. Hence AsCs is to BsCa as 
the velocity of the tube is to the ve¬ 
locity of the droi)s. From the given 
velocity of the ruin and the velocity 
of the tube at right angles to the 
direction of tin’s rain, the angle of the deviation from the 
vertical, naim^ly AaBaCa, can be computed. 

Now sup])()se light from a distant star is considered in¬ 
stead of falling rain, and let the tube represent a telescope. 
All tlu^ relations will Ix^ qualitatively as in the preceding 
case bec.ausc^ the v('lo( 4 ty of light is not infinite. In fact, 
it has Ixx'ii found by (experiments on the earth, which in no 



Fiq. 34. — Explanation of 
tho aberration of light. 


way (lepiaid uiK)n astronomical observations or theory, that 
light trav(4s in a vacuum at the rate of 186,330 miles per 
second. Heinu', if the earth moves, stars should appear 
displac(Ml in the direction of its motion, the amount of the 
displacemcmt depending upon tho velocity of the earth and 
tho velocity of light. Bradley observed such displacements, 
at one time of the year in one direction and six months later, 
when the earth was on the other side of its orbit, in the 
opposite dire(jtion. The maximum displacement of a star 
for this reason is 20.47 seconds of arc which, at the present 
time, is very easy to observe because measurements of po¬ 
sition arc now accurate to one hundredth of tliis amount. 
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Moreover, it is a quantity which does not depend on the 
brightness or the distance of the star, and it can be checked 
by observing as many stars as may be desired. 

The aberration of light not only proves the revolution of 
the earth, but its amount enables the astronomer to compute 
the speed with which the earth moves. The result is ac¬ 
curate to within about one tenth of one per cent. Since 
the earth^s period around the sun is known, this result gives 
the circumference of the earth’s orbit, from which the dis¬ 
tance from the earth to the sun can be computed. The dis¬ 
tance of the sun as found in this way agrees very closely 
with that found by other methods. 

There is, similarly, a small aberration due to the earth’s 
rotation, which, for a point on the earth’s equator, amounts 
at its maximum to 0.31 second of arc. 

61. Revolution of the Earth Proved by the Parallax of 
the Stars. — The most direct method of testing whether or 
not the earth moves is to find whether the direction of a 
star is the same when observed at different times of the 
year. This was the first method tried, but for a long time 
it failed because the stars are exceedingly remote. Even 
with all the resources of modem instrumental equipment 
fewer than 100 stars are known which are so near that their 



Fiq. 35. — The parallax of J. is the angle EiAEi. 


differences in direction at different times of the year can be 
measured with any considerable accuracy. Yet the obser¬ 
vations succeed in a considerable number of cases and really 
prove the motion of the earth by purely geometrical means. 

The angular difference in direction of a star as seen from 
two points on the earth’s orbit, which, in the direction per¬ 
pendicular to the line to the star, are separated from each 
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other by tli(j distance from the earth to the sun, is the 'par¬ 
allax of the star. In Fig. 35 let S represent the sun, A a 
star, and and two positions of the earth such that the 
line EiE^i is perpendicular to SA and such that EiE^ equals 
EiS. Let E^B be parallel to EiA, Then, by definition, 
the angle AE^B is the parallax of A. This angle equals 
Therefore an alternative definition of the parallax 
of a star is that it is the angle subtended by the radius of 
the earthV url^it tis s(jen from the star. 

It is obvious that the parallax is smaller the more remote 
the star. The nearest known star. Alpha Centauri, in the 
southern h(»avens, has a ]3arallax of only 0.75 second of arc, 
from which it (^an be shown that its distance is 275,000 times 
as grtnit as that from the earth to the sun, or about 
25,600,000,()()(),000 miles. Suppose a point of light is seen 
first with one (‘y(' and then with the other. If its distance 
from the obs(‘rver is about 11 miles, tlien its difference in 
direction as S(*(*n with tlie iwo cy(‘s is 0.75 second of arc, the 
parallax of Al])ha (-entauri. This gives an idea of the : 
difficiilti(ss that must i)(‘ overc.ome in order to measure the ! 
distaiKU^ of (‘V(‘n tlie nearest star, especially when it is re- . 
calhul that tin* obstM'vations must b(^ extended over several 
montlis. The first suc^cess with this nniiiod was obtained 
by HendcTSon about IS 10. 

62. Revolution of the Earth Proved by the Spectroscope. 
— Th(‘ s|)ec,trosco])e is an instrument of modem invention 
whi(ii, among otlnu’ things, enables the astronomer to 
det(M*mino wluiber and tlu; sources of light he may b(i ex¬ 
amining are r(iativ(iy a])proaching toward, or receding from, 
each oth(T. Mor(*ov(M‘, it enables him to measure the 
speed of rciative apj)roach or recession irrespective of their 
distances apart. (Art. 226.) 

Consider th<^ ol)S(U'vation of a star 4, Pig. 36, in the plane 
of the earth’s orbit wlniii th(^ earth is at ®i, and again when 
it is at Ez, In the first position the earth is moving toward 
the star at the rate of 18.6 miles per second, and in the second 



102 AJSr INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY [ch. hi, 52 


position it is moving away from the star at the same rate. 
Since in the case of many stars the motion can be determined 
to within one tenth of a mile per second, the observational 
difiO-Culties are not serious. If the star is not in the plane 

of the earth ^s orbit, a cor- 
V jfA rection must be made in 

I ^ y order to find what fraction 

ii ^ of the earth’s motion is 

Fig. 36. — Motion of the earth toward toward Or from the star. 

and from a star. method is independ¬ 

ent of the distance of the star and can be applied to all 
stars which are bright enough except those whose directions 
from the sun are nearly perpendicular to the plane of the 
earth’s orbit. 

Since 1890 the spectroscope has been so highly perfected 
that the spectroscopic proof of the earth’s revolution has been 
made with thousands of stars. This method gives the 
earth’s speed, and therefore the circumference of its orbit 
and its distance from the sun. It should be stated, however, 
that the motion of the earth was long ago So firmly estab¬ 
lished that it has not been considered necessary to use the 
spectroscope to give additional proof of it. Rather, it has 
been used to determine how the stars move individually 
(Art. 273) and how the sun moves with respect to them as a 
whole (Art, 274). In order to obtain the motion of a star 
with respect to the sun it is sufficient to observe it when 
the earth is at Ey Fig. 36. Then correction for the earth’s 
motion can be applied to the observations made when the 
earth is at Ei or j 02 . 

63. Shape of the Earth’s Orbit. — It has been tacitly 
assumed so far that the earth’s orbit is a circle with the sun 
at the center. If this assumption were true, the apparent 
diameter of the sun would be the same all the year because 
the earth’s distance from it would be constant. On the 
other hand, if the sun were not at the center of the circle, or 
if the orbit were not a circle, the apparent size of the sun 
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would vary with changes in the earth's distance from it. It 
is clear that the shape of the earth's orbit can easily be 
established by observation of the apparent diameter and 
position of the sun. 

It is found from the changes in the apparent diameter of 
the sun that the earth's orbit is not exactly a circle. These 
changes and the apparent motion of the sun together prove 
that the oai*th moves around it in an elliptical orbit which 
differs only a little from a circle. An ellipse is a plane curve 
such that the sum of the distances from two fixed points in 
its interior, known as /oci, to any point on its circumference 
is always tlie sam(3. 

In Fig. 37, E j-epresents an ellipse and F and F' its two 
foci. The definition of an ellipse suggests a convenient way 
of drawing one. Two 
pins are put in drawing 
paper at a convenient 
distance apai'i and a 
loop of iliread some¬ 
what longer than twice 
this distance is placed 
over them. Tlien a 
pencil P is placed inside the thread and the curve is drawn, 
keeping the thread taut. The curve obtained in this way is 
obviously an ellipse because the length of the thread is 
constant, and this means that the sum of the distances 
from F and F' to the pencil P is the same for all points of 
the curve. 

64. Motion of the Earth in Its Orbit. — The earth moves 
in its orbit around the sun in such a way that the line drawn 
from the sun to the earth sweeps over, or describes, equal 
areas in equal intciwals of time. Thus, in Fig. 38, if the 
three shaded areas are equal, the intervals of time required 
for the earth to move over the corresponding arcs of its orbit 
are also equal. This implies that the earth moves fastest 
when it is at P, the point nearest the sun, and slowest when 
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it is at A, the point faithest from the sun. The former is 
called the perihelion point, and the latter the aphelion point. 
It is obvious that an ellipse may be very nearly round or 
much elongated. The extent of the elongation is defined 
by what is known as the eccentricity, which is the ratio CS 
divided by CP, If the line CS is very short for a given line 
CP, the eccentricity is small and the ellipse is nearly circular. 
In fact, a circle may be considered as being an ellipse whose 
eccentricity is zero. 

The eccentricity of the earth^s orbit is very slight, being 
only 0.01677. That is, the distance CS, Fig. 38, in the 

case of the earth^s orbit is 
about ^ of CP, Hence, 
if the. earth’s orbit were, 
drawn to scale, its elonga¬ 
tion would be so slight that 
it would not be obvious by 
simple inspection. 

The question arises as to 
what occupies the second 
focus of the elliptical orbit 
of the earth. The answer 
is that there is no body 
there; nor is it absolutely 
fixed in position because the earth’s orbit is continually 
modified to a veiy slight extent by the attractions of the 
other planets. 

It is easy to see how the earth might revolve around the 
sun in a circle if it were started with the right velocity. 
But it is not so easy to imderstand how it can revolve in an 
elliptical orbit with the sun at one of the foci. While the 
matter cannot be fully explained without some rather for¬ 
midable mathematical considerations, it can, at least, be 
made plausible by a httle reflection. Suppose a body is at 
P, Fig. 38, and moving in the direction PT, If its speed is 
exactly such that its centrifugal acceleration balances the 



Fig. 38. — The earth moves so that 
the line from the sun to the earth 
sweeps over equal areas in equal inter¬ 
vals of time. 





CH. Ill, 55] THE MOTIONS Oi THE BARTH 


m 


attraction of the sun, it will revolve arqund the sun in a 
circle. 

But suppose the initial velocity is a little greater than that 
required for motion in a circular orbit. In this case the sun^s 
attraction does not fully counterbalance the centrifugal 
acceleration, and the distance*of the body from the sun 
increases. Consider the situation when the body has 
moved around in its orbit to the point Q, At this point the 
centrifugal acceleration is still greater than the attraction 
of the sun, and the distance of the body from the sun is 
increasing. It will be observed that the sun^s attraction no 
longer acts at right angles to the direction of motion of the 
body, but that it tends to diminish its speed. It can be 
^hown by a suitable mathematical discussion, which must be 
omitted here, that the diminution of the speed of the body 
more than offsets the decreasing attraction of the sun due to 
the increasing distance of the body, and that in elliptical 
orbits a tinu' comes in which the attraction and the cen¬ 
trifugal a(!celeration balaiu^e. Suppose this takes place 
when the body is at R. Siiu^e its speed is Still being dimin¬ 
ished by the attraction of the sun from that point on, the 
attraction will inort^ than counterbalance the centrifugal 
acceleration. Ev(Mitually at A the distance of the body from 
the sun will cease to incnMise. That is, it will again be mov¬ 
ing at right angles to a line joining it to the sun; but its 
velocity will be so low that the sun will pull it inside of a cir¬ 
cular orbit tangent at that point. It will then proceed 
back to the point P, its velocity increasing as it decreases in 
distance whiles going from A to P. The motion out from the 
sun and back again is analogous to that of a ball projected 
obliquely upward from the surface of the earth; its speed 
decreases to its highest point, and then increases again as it 
it descends. 

66. Inclination of the Earth^s Orbit. — The plane of the 
earth^s orbit is called the plane of the edipiic, and the line in 
which this plane intersects the sky is called the edipUe. In 
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Fig. 39 it is the circle RAR*V. The plane of the earth^s 
equator cuts the sky in a circle which is called the celestial 
equator. In the figure it is QAQ^V, The angle between the 
plane of the equator and the plane of the ecliptic is 23.5 
degrees. This angle is called the inclination or obliquity oj 
the ecliptic. 

The point on the sky pierced by a line drawn pei'pendicular 
to the plane of the ecliptic is called the pole of the ecliptic^ 



and the point where the earth’s axis, extended, pierces the 
sky is called the pole of the equator or, simply, the celestial 
pole. The orbit of the earth is so very small in comparison 
with the distance to the sky that the motion of the earth in 
its orbit has no sensible effects on the position of the celestial 
pole and it may be regarded as a fixed point. In Fig. 39, 
P' is the pole of the ecliptic and P is the pole of the 
equator. The angle between these lines is the same as the 
angle between the planes, or 23.5 degrees. 

Now consider the precession of the equinoxes (Axt. 47). 
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The pole of the ecliptic remains fixed. As a consequence of 
the precession of the equinoxes the pole P describes a circle 
around it with a radius of 23.5 degrees, and the direction of 
the motion is opposite to that of the direction of the motion of 
the earth around the sun. Or, the points A and F, which are 
the equinoxes, continually move backward along the ecliptic 
in the direction opposite to that of the revolution of the earth. 

66. Cause of the Seasons. — Let the upper part of the 
earth E, Fig. 3!), represent its north pole. When the earth 
is at E\ its north pole is turned away from the sun so that 
it is in continual darkness; but, on the other hand, the 
south pole is continually illuminated. At this time of the 
year the nortlu^rn hemisphere has its winter and the south¬ 
ern hemis}dier(‘ its summer. The conditions are reversed 
when the earth is at E^. When the earth is at th(^ plane 
of its ecpiator passers through the sun, and it is the spring 
season in th(» northern hemispliere. Kimilarly, when the 
earth is at ih(^ ('(piator aho passes through the sun and 
it is autumn in tin* nortlu^rn h(^misphere. 

Consider a i)<)int in a me<lium northern latitude when the 
earth is at 7i'j, and tlu^ sainc^ position again when the earth is 
at Ti'a. At K\ the sun’s rays, 
when it is on tlu^ meridian, 
strik(^ the surface' of earth 
at the point in (jiH'stion more 
obliquely than whcui tlu^ earth 
is at 7i\T Tlic'ir intemsity is, 
therefore^, h^ss in the* fe)rmer 
case than it is in tlu^ latter; 
for, in the fe)rmer, thi^ rays 
whose*. (TOSS scMition is PQ^ 

Fig. 40, arei sju’ead out over 
thi) distance A 77, whiles in the latter they extend over the 
smaller distaruje A'77. This fact, and the variations in the 
numbcT of hours of sunshine per day (Aiii. 58), cause the 
changes in the seasons. 



Fill. 40. — EffoolrW of oblicniity of 
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67. Relation of the Position of the Celestial Pole to the 
Latitude of the Observer. — In order to make clear the 
climatic effects of certain additional factors, consider.the 
apparent position of the celestial pole as seen by an ob¬ 
server in any latitude. Since the pole is the place where 
the axis of the earth, extended, pierces the sky, it is obvious 
that, if an observer were at a pole of the earth, the celestial 
equator would be on his horizon and the celestial pole would 
be at his zenith; while, if he were on the equator of the 
earth, the celestial equator would pass through his zenith, 
and the celestial poles would be on his horizon, north and 
south. 

Consider an observer at 0, Fig. 41, in latitude I degrees 
north of the equator. The line P'P points toward the 



Fio. 41. — The altitude of the celestial pole equals the latitude of the 

observer. 

north pole of the sky. Since the sky is extremely far away 
compared to the dimensions of the earth, the line from 0 
to the celestial pole is essentially parallel to P'P. The angle 
between the plane of the horizon and the line to the pole 
is called the altitude of the pole. Since ON is perpendicular 
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to EOj and P'P is perpendicular to EQ, it follows that a 
equals Z, or the altitude of the pole eguaU the latitude of the 
observer. 

Consider also the altitude of the equator where it crosses 
the meridian directly south of the observer. It is represented 
by b in the diaf^ram. It, easily follows that h = 90° — I, 
or the altitude of the equator where it crosses the meridian 
equals 90° minus the lal-itude of the observer. 

68. The Diurnal Circles of the Sun. — It is evident from 
Fig. 39 that when t-he earth is in the position J?i, the 
sun is seen south of the c(^lestial equator; when the earth is 
at 2?2 or E.i, the sun appc^ai-s to be on the celestial equator; 
and when the earth is at /i'a, the sun is seen noi-th of the ce¬ 
lestial equator. If the e(]uat,oi' is taken as the line of refer¬ 
ence and th(» appanMit motion of the sun is considered, its 



Fkj. -- of prlijjtid miuI oeleHtiiil otiuiitor. 


position with nvspecd, to the equator is represented in Fig. 
42. The sun Jipjx'ars to be at V when the earth is at E 2 j 
Fig. 3i). Th(^ point V" is calked tlu^ vernal equinox, and 
the sun has this position on or within one day of March 21. 
The sun is at N, called (hi* mmtuer solstice, when the earth is 
at E:},, Fig. 39, and it is in this position about June 21. 
The sun is at A, calhxl tlie autumnal equinox, when the earth 
is at E\, and it has this i)osition about September 23. Finally, 
the sun is at W, whi(^li is callcid the winter solstice, when the 
(uirth is at Ei. The angle l)etwecn the ecliptic and the 
equator at V and A is 23°.r>; and the pei’pendicular dis¬ 
tance between the e(iuator and the ecliptic at S and W is 
23°.r). From these relations and those given in Art* 67 the 
diurnal paths of the sun can readily be constructed. 
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4i‘^. — ])iiiruiU (lire,low of the sun. 


Suppose the observer is in north latitude 40°. Let 0, 
48, rtiprescnt his position, and suppose his horizon is 
aS W N E , where the lettei^s stand for the four cardinal points. 
Then it follows from the relation of the altitude of the pole 

to the latitude of the ob¬ 
server that NPf where P 
represents the pole, is 40°. 
Likewise SQ, where Q repre- 
sents the place at which the 
, equator crosses the meridian, 
is 60°. The equator is every¬ 
where 90 degrees from the 
pole and in the figure is 
represented by the circle 
QWQ'E, 

Suppose the sun is on the 
equator at 7 or Fig. 42. 
Since it takes six months for it to move from V to A j its 
inotioxi ill one day is veiy small and may be neglected in the 
pr(\scuit discussion. Hence, without serious error, it may be 
HUX>posed that the sun is on the equator all day. When this 
is tli('. case, its apparent diurnal path, due to the rotation 
of the (uu-th, is EQWQ\ Fig. 43. It will be noticed that 
it risers directly in the cast and sets directly in the west, 
being exactly half thh time above the horizon and half the 
time bedow it. This is true whatever the latitude of the 
observer. But the height at which it crosses the meridian 
depends, of course, upon the latitude of the observer, and is 
gr(^ater the nearer ho is to the earth's equator. 

Suppose now that it is June 21 and that the sun is at the 
Hiimmor solstice Fig. 42. It is then 23°.5 north of the 
equator and will have essentially this distance from the 
equator all day. The diurnal path of the sun in this case 
is EiQiWxQij Fig. 43, which is a circle parallel to, and 23°.5 
north of, the equator. In this case the sun rises north of 
the east point by the angle BEi, and sets an equal distance 
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north of the west point. Moreover, it is more than half 
the twenty-four hours above the horizon. The fact that its 
altitude at noon is 23°.5 greater than it is when the sun is 
on the equator, and the longer time from sunrise to sunset, 
arc the reasons that the temperature is higher in the summer 
than in the spring or autumn. It is obvious from Fig, 43 
that the length of the day from sunrise to sunset depends 
upon the latitutle of the observer, being greater the farther 
he is from the earth’s equator. 

When the sun is at the winter solstice IF, Fig. 42, its 
diurnal path is At this time of the year it rises 

in the southc^ast, crosst^s the meridian at a low altitude, and 
sets ill the southwest. Thc^ tiinti during whic^h it is above the 
horizon is less than that during whi(*-h it is below the horizon, 
and the dilTeiHun^c^ in the two intervals depends upon the 
latitude of tlu^ ol)S(M’V(‘r. 

69. Hours of Sunlight in Different Latitudes. — It fol¬ 
lows from Fig. 43 that vvlum the sun is noi'th of tln^ ei‘l(\stial 
equator, an o))S(n-V(T north of tlu' earth’s (xpiai-or nxxnves 
more than 12 hours of sunlight per tlay; and winm the sun 
is south of the e.idestial equator, he rec(‘.ives less than 12 
hours of sunlight ptu* day. It might be suspected that the 
excess at oik^ tinu^ (^xa(^tly balances the (l(4i(a(Mi(?y at tlie 
other. This sus])icion is strengtluuKxl by the obvious fa(?t 
that, a j)oint at the (xpiator re(XMV(\s 12 hours of sunlight 
per day eveuy day in th(^ y(xir, and at tln^ poU^ tln^ sun 
shines continuously for six months and is below the horizon 
for six months, giving th(^ sanu^ total luimlxu* of hours of 
sunshine in th(‘s(^ two extreme positions on tlu^ earth. The 
conclusion is correct, foi* it can be shown that th(^ total 
number of hours of sunshine in a year is the saim^ at all 
places on the earth’s sarfa<!e. This does not, of coursti, 
mean that the same amount of sunshine is niceived at all 
places, becxuiso at positions near th(^ polos the sun’s rays 
always strike the surface very obliquely, whiles at positions 
near the equator, for at least part of the time they strike 
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the surface perpendicularly. The intensity of sunlight at 
the earth^s equator when the sun is at the zenith is 2.5 
tunes its maximum intensity at the earth’s poles; and the 
amount received per unit area on the equator in a whole 
year is about 2.5 times that received at the poles. 

If the obliquity of the ecliptic were zero, the sun would 
pass every day through the zenith of an observer at the 
earth’s equator; but actually, it passes through the zenith 
only twice a year. Consequently, the effect of the obliquity 
of the ecliptic is to diminish the amount of heat received on 
the earth’s equator. Therefore some other places on the 
earth, which are obviously the poles, must receive a larger 
amount than they would if the equator and the ecliptic 
were coincident. That is, the obliquity of the ecliptic 
causes the climate to vary less in different latitudes than it 
would if the obliquity were zero. 

60. Lag of the Seasons. — From the astronomical point 
of view March 21 and September 23, the times at which the 
sun passes the two equinoxes are corresponding seasons. 
The middle of the summer is when the sun is at the sununer 
solstice, June 21, and the middle of the winter when it is at 
the winter solstice, December 21. But from the climatic 
standpoint March 21 and September 23 are not correspond¬ 
ing seasons, and June 21 and December 21 are not the 
middle of summer and winter respectively. The climatic 
seasons lag behind the astronomical. 

The cause of the lag of the seasons is very simple. On 
June 21 any place on the earth’s surface north of the Tropic 
of Cancer is receiving the largest amount of heat it gets at 
any time in the year. On account of the blanketing effect 
of the atmosphere, less heat is radiated than is received; 
hence the temperature continues to rise. But after that 
date less and leas heat is received as day succeeds day; 
on the other hand, more is radiated daily, for the hotter a 
body gets, the faster it radiates. In a few weeks the loss 
equals, and then exceeds, that which is received, after which 
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the temperature begins to fall. The same reasoning applies 
for all the other seasons. This phenomenon is quite analo¬ 
gous to the familiar fact that the maximum daily tempera¬ 
ture normally occurs somewhat after noon. 

If there were no atmosphere and if the earth radiated heat 
as fast as it was acquired, there would be no lag in the 
seasons. In high altitudes, where the air is thin and dry, 
this condition is nearly realized and the lag of the seasons is 
small, though the phenomenon is very much disturbed by the 
great air currents which do much to equalize temperatures. 

61. The Effect of the Eccentricity of the Earth’s Orbit 
on the Seasons. — It is found from observations of the 



Fio. 44. — BooiiiiHp of i.ho onrontriciil.y nf t.ho oiirth's orbit, summers in the 
northoni h(uiiiHplic*ro imj loiiKor thiui tlio winters. 


apparent diameter of the sun that the earth is at its peri¬ 
helion on or about January 3, and at its aphelion on or about 
July 4. It follows from the way the earth describes its 
orbit, as explained in Art. 54, that the time required for it 
to move from P to Q, Fig. 44, is exactly equal to that 
required for it to move from Q to P. But the line joining 
the vernal and autumnal equinoxes, which passes through 
the sun, is nearly at right angles to the line joining the 
perihelion and aphelion points, and is represented by VA, 
Fig. 44. Since the area swept over by the radius from the 
sun to the earth, while the earth is moving over the arc 

I 
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VQAj is greater than the area described while it goes over 
the arc A P 7, it follows that the interval of time in the for¬ 
mer case is greater than that in the latter. That is, since 
V is the vernal equinox, the summer in the northern hemi¬ 
sphere is longer than the winter. The difference in length 
is greatly exaggerated in the figure, but it is found that the 
interval from vernal equinox to autumnal equinox is actually 
about 186.25 days, while that from auturonal equinox to 
vernal equinox is only 179 days. The difference is, there¬ 
fore, about 7.25 days. 

Since the summers are longer than the winters in the 
northern hemisphere while the reverse is true in the south¬ 
ern hemisphere, it might be supposed that points in corre¬ 
sponding latitudes receive more heat in the northern hemi¬ 
sphere than in the southern hemisphere. But it will be 
noticed from Fig. 44 that, although the summer is longer in 
the northern hemisphere than it is in the southern, the earth 
is then farther from the sun. It can be shown from a dis¬ 
cussion of the way in which the earth’s distance from the 
sun varies and from the rate at which it moves at differ¬ 
ent points in its orbit, that the longer summer season in 
the northern hemisphere is exactly counterbalanced by the 
greater distance the earth is then from the sun. The result 
is that points in corresponding latitudes north and south of 
the equator receive in the whole year exactly the same 
amount of light and heat from the sun. 

There is, however, a difference in the seasons in the north¬ 
ern and southern hemispheres which depends upon the ec¬ 
centricity of the earth’s orbit. When the sun is north of 
the celestial equator so that its rays strike the surface in 
northern latitudes most nearly perpendicularly, a condition 
that tends to produce high temperatures,. the greater dis¬ 
tance of the sun reduces them somewhat. Therefore, the 
temperature does not rise in the summer so high as it would 
if the earth’s orbit were circular. In the winter time, at 
the same place, when the sun’s rays strike the surface slant- 
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ingly, the earth is nearer to the sun than the average, and 
consequently the temperature does not fall so low as it would 
if the eccentricity of the earth's orbit were zero. The re¬ 
sult is that the seasonal variations in the northern hemi¬ 
sphere are less extreme than they would be if the earth's 
orbit were circular; and, for the opposite reason, in the 
southern hemisphere they are more extreme. This does 
not mean that actually there are greater extremes in the 
temperature south of the equator than there are north of the 
equator. The larger proportion of water in the southern 
hemisphere, which tends to make temperature conditions 
uniform, may more than offset the effects of the eccentricity 
of the earth's orbit. 

The attractions of the other planets for the earth change 
very slowly both th(‘ (^^eentrioity and the direction of the 
perih(‘lion of the earth's ori)it. It has been shown by 
mathematu^al discussions of those influences that the re¬ 
lation of th(* i)(*rihclion to tlu^ lino of the equinoxes will be 
reversed in about 50,000 yc^ars. In fact, there is a cyclical 
change in these relations with a period of somewhat more 
than 100,000 years. It was suggested by James Croll that 
the condition of long winter and short summer, such as 
now prevails in the southern hemisiflierc, especially when the 
eccentricity of the (earth’s orlit was greatest, produced the 
ghiciation whicili large* portions of ilie earth's surface are 
known to have* experi(*n(^ed repeatedly in the pixst. This 
theory luis now been abandoned because, on other grounds, 
it is extnmic'ly im])n)bable. 

62. Historical Sketch of the Motions of the Earth. — 
'The history of the; theory of the motion of tlie earth is inti- 
" mately asscxicited with that of the motions of the planets, 
and the wholes probhun of the relations of the members of 
the solar system to one another may well be considered 
together^} 

•^The planets are readily found by observations, even 
without teJescopes, to be moving among the stars. Theories 



116 AN INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY [ch. ni. 62 


respecting the meanings of these motions date back to the 
very dawn of history. Many of the simpler phenomena 
of the sun, moon, and planets had been carefully observed 
by the Chaldeans and Egyptians, but it remained for the 
brilliant and imaginative Greeks to organize and generalize 
experience and to develop theories. ' Thales is credited with 
having introduced Egyptian astronomy into Greece more 
than 600 years before the Christian era. The Pythagoreans 
followed a century later and made important contributions 
to the philosophy of the science, but very few to its data. 
Their success was due to the weakness of their method; for, 
not being too much hampered by the facts of observation, 
they gave free rein to their imaginations and introduced 
numerous ideas into a budding science which, though often 
erroneous, later led to the truth. They believed that the 
earth was round, immovable, at the center of the universe, 
and that the heavenly bodies moved around it on crystalline 
.spheres. 

Following the Pythagoreans came Eudoxus (409-356 b.c.), 
Aristotle (384-322 b.c.), and Aristarchus (310-250 b.c.), 
who were much more scientific, in the modern sense of 
the term, and who made serious attempts to secure perfect 
agreement between the observations and theory. Aris¬ 
tarchus was the first to show that the apparent motions of 
the sun, moon, and stars could be explained by the theory 
that the earth rotates on its axis and revolves around the 
sun. Aristotle^s objection was that if this theory were true 
the stars would appear to be in different directions at differ¬ 
ent times of the year; the reply of Aristarchus was that the 
stars were infinitely remote, a valid answer to a sensible 
criticism. Aristarchus was a member of the Alexandrian 
school, founded by Alexander the Great, and to which the 
geometer Euclid belonged. His astronomy had the formal 
perfection which would be natural in a school where geometry 
was so splendidly systematized that it has required almost* 
no modification for 2000 years. 
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The rather formal astronomy which resulted from the 
influence of the mathematics of Alexandria was succeeded 
by an epoch in which the greatest care was taken to secure 
observations of the liighest possible precision, Hipparchus 
(180-110 B.C.), who belonged to this period, is universally 
conceded to have been the greatest astronomer of antiquity. 
His observations in both extent and accuracy had never been 
approached before liis time, nor were they again equaled 
until the time of the Arab, Albategnius (850-929 a.d.). 
He systematically and critically compared his observations 
with those of his predecessors. He developed trigonometry 
without which precise astronomical calculations cannot be 
made. Ho developed an ingenious scheme of eccentrics 
and epicycl()s (which will be explained presently) to repre¬ 
sent the motions of the heavenly bodies. 

Ptolemy (100-170 a.d.) was the first astronomer of note 
after Hipparchus, and the last important astronomer of the 
Alexandrian ])oriod. From his time until that of Coper¬ 
nicus (1473-1543) not a single important advance was made 
in the science of astronomy. From Pythagoras to Ptolemy 
was 700 years, from Ptolemy to Copernicus was 1400 years, 
and from Coperni(ius to the present time is 400 years. The 
work of Ptolemy, whi<jh is preserved in the Almagest {i.e. 
The Greatest Composition), was the crowning achievement 
of the second period, and that of Copernicus was the first 
of the mod(‘rn i)eriod; or, perhaps it would be more accurate 
to say that the work of Copernicus constituted the transition 
from ancient to modern astronomy, which was really begun 
by Kepler (1571-1630) and Galileo (1564-1642). 

; The most elaborate theory of ancient times for explaining 
the motions of the heavenly bodies was due to Ptolemy. 
He supposed that the earth was a fixed sphere situated at 
the center of the universe. He supposed that the sun and 
moon moved around the earth in circles. It does not seem 
to have occurred to the ancients that the orbits of the heavenly 
bodies could be anything but circles, which were supposed 
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Ix) be perfect curves. In order to explain the varying dis¬ 
tances of the sun and moon, which were proved by the vari¬ 
ations in their apparent diameters, he supposed that the 
earth was somewhat out of the centers of the circles in which 
the various bodies were supposed to move .around it. It is 
clear that such motion, called eccentric motion, would have 
considerable similarity to motion in an ellipse around a body 
at one of its foci. ’ , 

Another device used by Ptolemy for the purpose of ex¬ 
plaining the motions of the planets was the epicycle. In 
this system the body was supposed to travel with uniform 
speed along a small circle, the epicycle, whose center moved 
with uniform speed along a large circle, the deferent, around 
the earth. By carefully adjusting the dimensions and in¬ 
clinations of the epicycle and the deferent, together with 
the rates of motion along them, Ptolemy succeeded in getting 
a very satisfactory theory for the motions of the sun, moon, 
and planets so far as they were then known. 

Copernicus was not a great, or even a sldllful, observer, 
but he devoted many years of his life to the study of the 
apparent motions of the heavenly bodies with a view to 
discovering their real motions. The invention of printing 
about 1450 had made accessible the writings of the Greek 
philosophers, and Copernicus gradually became convinced 
that the suggestion that the sun is the center, and that the 
earth both rotates on its axis and revolves around the sun, 
explains in the simplest possible way all the observed phe¬ 
nomena. It must be insisted that Copernicus had no rigorous 
proof that the earth revolved, but the great merit of his work 
consisted in the faithfulness and minute care with which 
he showed that the heliocentric theory would satisfy the 
observation as weU as the geocentric theory, and that from 
the standpoint of common sense it was much more plausible. 

The immediate successor of Copernicus was Tycho Brahe 
(1546-1610), who rejected the heliocentric theory both fori 
theological reasons and because he could not observe any 
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displacements of the stars due to the annual motion of the 
earth. He contributed nothing of value to the theory of 
astronomy, but he was an observer of tireless industry whose 
work had never been equaled in quality or quantity. For 
example, he determined the length of the year correctly to 
within one second of time. 

Between the time of Tycho Brahe and that of Newton 
(1643-1727), who finally laid the whole foundation for me¬ 
chanics and particularly the theory of motions of the planets, 
there lived two great astronomers, Galileo (1664-1642) and 
Kepler (1671-1630), who by work in quite different direc¬ 
tions led to the complete overthrow of the Ptolemaic theory 
of eccentrics and epicycles. These two men had almost no 
characteristics in common. Galileo was clear, penetrating, 
brilliant; Kepler was mystical, slow, but endowed with un¬ 
wearying industry. Galileo, whose active mind turned in 
many directions, invented the telescope and the pendulum 
clock, to some extent anticipated Newton in laying the 
foundation of dynamics, proved that light and heavy bodies 
fall at the same rate, covered the field of mathematical and 
physical science, and defended the heliocentric theory in a 
matchless manner in his Dialogue on the Two Chief Systems 
of the World. Kepler confined his attention to devising a 
theory to account for the apparent motions of sun and planets, 
especially as measured by his preceptor, Tycho Brahe. With 
an honesty and thoroughness that could not be surpassed, 
he tested one theory after another and found them unsatis¬ 
factory. Once he had reduced everything to harmony ex¬ 
cept some of the observations of Mars by Tycho Brahe 
(of course without a telescope), and there the discrepancy 
was below the limits of error of all observers except Tycho 
Brahe. Instead of ascribing the discrepancies to minute 
errors by Tycho Brahe, he had implicit faith in the absolute 
reliability of his master and passed on to the consideration 
of new theories. In his books he set forth the complete 
record of his successes and his failures with a childlike candor 
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not found in any other writer. After nearly twenty years 
of computation he found the three laws of planetary motion 
(Art. 145) which paved the way for Newton. Astronomy 
owes much to the thoroughness of Kepler. 

VI. QUESTIONS 

1. Note carefully the position of any conspicuous star at 8 p.m. 
and verify the fact that in a month it will be 30® farther west at the 
same time in the evening. 

2. Prom which of the laws of motion does it follow that two 
attracting bodies revolve around their common center of gravity ? 

3. What are the fundamental principles on which each of the 
four proofs of the revolution of the earth depend? How many 
really independent proofs of the revolution of the earth are there ? 

4. Which of the proofs of the revolution of the earth give also 
the size of its orbit? 

6. The aberration of light causes a star apparently to describe a 
small curve near its true place; what is the character of the curve if 
the star is at the pole of the echptio? If it is in the plane of the 
earth’s orbit? 

6. Discuss the questions corresponding to question 5 for the 
small curve described as a* consequence of the parallax of a star. 
Do aberration and parallax have their maxima and minima at the 
same times, or are their phases mch that they can be separated? 

7. Discuss the climatic conditions if the day were twice as long 
as it is at present. 

8. If the eccentricity of the earth’s orbit were zero, in what 
respects would the seasons differ from those which we have now? 

9. If the inclination of the equator to the ecliptic were zero, in 
what respects would the seasons differ from those which we have now ? 

10. Suppose the inclination of the equator to the eoliptio were 
90®; describe the phenomena which would correspond to our day 
and to our seasons. 

11. Draw diagrams giving the diurnal circles of the sun when the 
sun is at an equinox and both solstices, for an observer at the earth’s 
equator, in latitude 75® north, and at the north pole. 

12. At what times of the year is the sun’s motion northward or 
southward slowest (see Fig. 42) ? For what latitude will it then pass 
through or near the zenith? This place will then have its highest 
temperature. ■ Compajre the amount of heat it receives with that 
received by the equator during an equal interval when the sun is 
near the equinox. Which will have the higher temperature ? 
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REFERENCE POINTS AND LINES 

63. Object and Character of Reference Points and 
Lines. — One of the objects at which astronomers aim is a 
knowledge of the motions of the heavenly bodies. In order 
fully to determine their motions it is necessary to learn how 
their apparent positions change with the time. Another 
important problem of the astronomer is the measurement of 
the distances of the celestial objects, for without a knowledge 
of their distances, their dimensions and many other of their 
properties cannot be determined. In order to measure the 
distance of a celestial body it is necessary to find how its 
apparent direction differs as seen from different points on 
the earth’s surface (Art. 123), or from different points in the 
the earth’s orbit (Art. 51). For both of these problems it is 
obviously important to have a precise and convenient means 
of describing the apparent positions of the heavenly bodies. 

Not only are systems of reference points and lines impor¬ 
tant for certain kinds of serious astronomical work, but they 
are also indispensable to those who wish to get a reasonable 
familiarity with the wonders of the sky. Any one who has 
traveled and noticed the stars has found that their apparent 
positions are different when viewed from different latitudes 
on the earth. It can be verified by any one on a single clear 
evening that the stars apparently move during the night. 
And if the sky is examined at the same time of night on dif¬ 
ferent dates the stars will be found to occupy different places. 
That is, there is considerable complexity in the apparent 
motions of the stars, and any such vague directions as are 
ordinarily made to suffice for describing positions on the earth 
would be absolutely useless when apphed to the heavens. 

121 ■ 
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Although the celestial bodies differ greatly in distance 
from the earth, some being millions of times as far away as 
others, they ah seem to be at about the same distance on a 
spherical surface, which is called the celestial sphere. In 
fact, the ancients actually assumed that the stars are at¬ 
tached to a crystalline sphere. The celestial sphere is not a 
sphere at any particular large distance; it is an imaginary 
surface beyond ah the stars and on which they are all pro¬ 
jected, at such an enormous distance from the eaiiih that 
two lines drawn toward a point on it from any two points 
on the earth, ox from any two points on the earth^s orbit, 
are so nearly paraUel that their convergence can never be 
detected with any instrument. For short, it is said to be 
an infinite sphere. 

"While the real problem giving rise to reference points and 
lines is that of describing accurately and concisely the direc¬ 
tions of celestial objects from the observer, its solution is 
equivalent to describing their apparent positions on the 
celestial sphere. Since it is much easier to imagine a position 
on a sphere than it is to think of the direction of lines radiat¬ 
ing from its center, the heavenly bodies are located in direc¬ 
tion by describing their projected positions on the celestial 
sphere. Fortunately, a similar problem has been solved in 
locating positions on the surface of the earth, and the astro¬ 
nomical problem is treated similarly. 

64. The Geographical System. — Every one is familiar 
with the method of locating a position on the surface of the 
earth by .giving its latitude and longitude. Therefore it will 
be suflS.cient to point out here the essential elements of this 
process. 

The geographical lines that cover the earth are composed 
of two distinct sets which have quite different properties. 
The first set consists of the equator, which is a great circle, 
and the parallels of latitude, which are small circles parallel 
to the equator. If the equator is defined in any way, the 
two associated poles, which are 90° from it, are also uniquely 
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located. Or, if there is any natural way in which the poles 
are defined, the equator is itself given. In the case of the 
earth the poles are the points on its surface at the ends of 
its axis of rotation, and these points consequently have 
properties not possessed by any others. If they are regarded 
as being defined in this way, the equator is defined as the 
great circle 90° from them. 

The second set of circles on the surface of the earth con¬ 
sists of great circles, called meridians, passing through the 
poles and cutting the equator at right angles. All the 
meridians arc similar to one another, and a convenient 
one is chosen as a line from which to measure longitudes. 
The distances from the fundamental meridian to the other 
meridians arc given in degrees and are most conveniently 
measured in arcs along the equator. 

The fundamental meridian generally used as a standard 
is that one which passes through the observatoiy at Green¬ 
wich, England. However, in many cases, other countries 
use the meridians of their own national observatories. For 
example, in the United States, the meridian of the Naval 
Observatory at Washington is frequently employed. 

In order to locate uniquely a point on the surface of the 
earth, it is sufficient to give its latitude^ which is the angular 
distance from the equator, and its longitude^ which is the 
angular distance east or west of the standard meridian. 
These distances arc called the coordinates of the point. It 
is customary to measure the longitude either east or west, as 
may be necessary in order that it shall not be greater than 
180°. In many respects it would be simpler if longitude were 
counted from the fundamental meridian in a single direction. 

66. The Horizon System. — The horizon, which separates 
the visible portion of the sky from that which is invisible, is 
a curve that cannot escape attention. If it were a great 
circle, it might be taken as the principal circle for a system of 
coordinates on the sky. But on the land the contour of 
the horizon is subject to the numerous irregularities of sur- 
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face, and on the sea it is always viewed from at least some 
small altitude above the surface of the water. For this 
reason it is called the sensible horizon to distinguish it from 
the astronomical horizon, which will be defined in the next 
paragraph. 

The direction defined by the plumb line at any place 
is perfectly definite. The point where the plumb line, if 
extended upward, pierces the celestial sphere is called the 
zenithy and the opposite point is called the nadir. These two 
points will be taken as poles of the first set of coordinates in 
the horizon system, and the horizon is defined as the great 
circle on the celestial sphere 90° from the zenith. The small 
circles parallel to the horizon are called altitude circles or, 
sometimes, almucantars. 

The second set of circles in the horizon system consists of 
the great circles which pass through the zenith and the 
nadir and cut the horizon at right angles. They are called 
vertical circles. The fundamental vertical circle from which 
distances along the horizon are measured is that one which 



Fig. 46. — The horizon system. 


passes through the pole of 
the sky; that is, the point 
where the axis of the earth, 
prolonged, cuts the celestial 
sphere, and it is called the 
meridian. 

The coordinates of a point 
in the horizon system are (a) 
the angular distance above or 
below the horizon, which is 
called altitude^ and (6) the 
angular distance west from 
the south point along the 


horizon to the place where the vertical circle through the 


object crosses the horizon. This is called the a^muth of 


the object. 


In Fig. 46, 0 represents the position of the observer, 
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8WNE his horizon, and Z his zenith. The point where the 
earth^B axis pierces the sky is perfectly definite and ia repre¬ 
sented by P in the diagi’am. The vertical circle which passes 
through Z and P ia the meridian. The points at which the 
meridian cuts the horizon are the north and south points. 
The north point, for positions in the northern hemisphere 
of the earth, is the one nearest the pole P. In this way the 
cardinal points are uniquely defined. 

Consider a star at A, Its altitude is BA, which, in this 
case, is about 40°, and its azimuth is SWNEB, which, in 
this case, is about 300°. It is, of course, understood that 
the object might be below the horizon and the azimuth 
might be anything from zero to 360°. When the object is 
above the horizon, ihs altitude is considered as being positive, 
and when below, os being negative. 

66. The Equator System. — The poles of the sky have 
been defined as tlie points where the eartli’s axis prolonged 
intersects the celestial sphere. It might bo supposed at 
first that tlieso would not be conspicuous points because the 
earth’s axis is a line which of course cannot be seen. But 
the rotation of the earth causes an apparent motion of 
the stars around the pole of the sky. Consequently, an 
equally good definition of the poles is that they are the 
common centers of the diurnal circles of the stars. That 
polo which is visible from the position of an observer is a 
point no less conspicuous than the zenith. 

The celestial equator is a great circle 90° from the poles 
of the sky. An alternative definition is that the celestial 
equator is the great circle in which the plane of the earth’s 
equator intersects the celestial sphere. The small circles 
parallel to the celestial equator are called declination circlcH. 

The second set of circles in the equatorial system consists 
of those which pass through the poles and are perpendicular 
to the celestial equator. They are called hoiir circles. The 
fundamental hour circle, called the equinoctial colure^ from 
which all others are measured, is that one which passes 



126 AN INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY [ch. iv, 66 


through the vernal equinox, that is, the place at which the 
sun in its apparent annual motion around the sky crosses 
the celestial equator from south to north. 

The coordinates in the equator system are (a) the angular 
distance north or south of the celestial equator, which is called 
dedination, and (6) the angular distance eastward from the 
vernal equinox along the equator to the point where the 
hour circle through the object crosses the equator. This 
distance is called right ascension. The direction eastward is 
defined as that in which the sun moves in its apparent 
motion among the stars. 

In Fig. 46, let 0 represent the position of the observer, 
NE8W his horizon, PNQ'SQ his meridian. Suppose the 

star is at A and that the ver¬ 
nal equinox is at 7. Then the 
declination of the star is the 
arc CA and its right ascension 
is VQC. In this case the dec- 
filiation is about 40° and the 
right ascension is about 75°, 
It is not customary to express 
the right ascension in degrees, 
but to give it in hours, where 
an hour equals 15°. In the 
present case the right ascen¬ 
sion of A is, therefore, about 5 hours. 

It is easy to understand why it is convenient to count 
right ascension in hours. The sky has an apparent motion 
westward because of the earth's actual rotation eastward, 
and it makes a complete-circuit of 360° in 24 hours. There¬ 
fore it apparently moves westward 15° in one hour. It 
follows that a simple method of finding the right ascension 
of an object is to note when the vernal equinox, crosses the 
meridian and to measure the time which elapses before the 
object is observed to cross the meridian. The interval of 
time is its right ascension expressed in hours. 



Fig. 46. — The equator Byetem. 
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67. The Ecliptic System, — The third system which is 
employed in astronomy, but much less frequently than the 
other two, is known as the ecliptic system because the funda¬ 
mental circle in its first set is the ecliptic. The ediptic is 
the great circle on the celestial sphere traced out by the sun 
in its apparent annual motion around the sky. The points 
on the celestial si)here 90° from the ecliptic arc the poles of 
the ecliptic. The small circles parallel to the ecliptic ore 
called parallels of latitude. The great circles which cross 
the ecliptic at right angles are called longitude drdes. 

The coordinates in tlu* ecliptic system are the angular dis¬ 
tance north or south of the ecliptic, which is called latitude^ 
and the distaiUH^ ea,stward 
from the vernal equinox along 
the ecliptic to the i)oint where 
the longitude cinde through 
the object intersects tlu' (tH])- 
tic, which is (tailed longitude. 

In Fig. 47, 0 r('pr('S(tnts tlu‘ 
position of the obsetrver and 
QEQ^W the celestial ('quator. 

Suppose that at tlu' time in 
question the vernal ('quinox is 
at V and that tint autumnal 
equinox is at A. Tlnm, since the angle betweem the ecliptic 
and the equator is 28°.5, tint position of the ecliptic is 
AX'VX. 

68. Comparison of the Systems of Coordinates. — All 
three of the systems of coordinates are gciomctrically like the 
one used in geography j but there are important differences 
in the way in which they arise and in the purposes for which 
their use is convenient. 

The horizon system depends upon the position of the 
observer and the direction of his plumb' line. It always 
has the same relation to him, and if he travels he takes it 
with him. The equator system is defined by the apparent 
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rotation, of the sky, which is due, of course, to the actual 
rotation of the earth, and it is altogether independent of 
the position of the observer. The ecliptic system is defined 
by the apparent motion of the sun around the sky and also 
is independent of the position of the observer. 

Since the horizon system depends upon the position of 
the observer, the altitude and azimuth of an object do not 
really locate it unless the place of the observer is given. 
Since the stars have diurnal motions across the sky, the time 
of day must also be given; and since different stars cross the 
meridian at different times on succeeding days, it follows 
that the day of the year must also be given. The incon¬ 
venience of the horizon system arises from the fact that its 
circles are not fixed on the sky. Yet it is important for the 
observer because the horizon is approximately the boundary 
which separates the visible from the invisible portion of 
the sky. 

In the equator system the reference points and lines are 
fixed with respect to the stars. This statement, however, 
requires two slight corrections. In the first place, the 
earth’s equator, and therefore the celestial equator, is subject 
to precession (Art. 47). In the second place, the stars have 
very small motions with reference to one another which 
become appreciable in work of extreme precision, generally 
in the course of a few years. But in the present connection 
these motions will be neglected and the equator cobrdinates 
^11 be considered as being absolutely fixed with respect 
to the stars. With this understanding the apparent position 
of an object is fully defined if its right ascension and declina¬ 
tion are pven. The reference points and lines of the ecliptic 
system also have the desirable quality of being fixed with 
respect to the stars. 


From what has been said it might be inferred that the 
eqiwtor and ecliptic systems are equally convenient, but 
such IS by no means the case. The equator always crosses 
the mendian at an altitude which is equal to 90° minus the 
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latitude of the observer (Art. 57) and always passes through 
the east and west points of the horizon. Consequently, all 
objects having the same declination cross the meridian at the 
same altitude. Suppose, for example, that the observer is in 
latitude 40° north. Then the equator crosses his meridian 
at an altitude of 50°. If he observes that a star crosses 
the meridian at an altitude of 60°, he knows that it is 10° 
north of the celestial equator, or that its declination is 10°; 
and by noting the time that has elapsed from the time of 
the passage of the vernal equinox across the meridian to the 
passage of the star, he has its right ascension. Nothing 
could be simpler than getting the coordinates of an object in 
the equator system. 

Now consider the ecliptic system. Suppose F, in Fig.^8, 
represents the position of the vernal equinox on a certain 



date and time of day. Then the pole of the ecliptic XVX A 
is at R and the ecliptic crosses the meridian below the 
equator. In this case the star might have north celestial 
latitude and be on the meridian south of the equator. Twelve 
hours later the vernal equinox has apparently rotated we^ 
ward with the sky to the point V, Fig. 49. The pole of the 
ecliptic has gone around the pole P to the point R, and the 
ecliptic crosses the meridian north of the equator. It is 
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clear from Figs. 48 and 49 that the position of the ecliptic 
with respect to the horizon system changes continually* with 
the apparent rotation of the sky. It follows that for most 
purposes the ecliptic system is not convenient. Its use 
in astronomy is Kmited almost entirely to describing the 
position of the sun, which is always on the ecliptic, and 
the positions of the moon and planets, which are always 
near it. 

69. Finding the Altitude and Azimuth when the Right 
Ascension, Declination, and Time are Given. — Suppose 
the right ascension and declination of a star are given and 
that its altitude and azimuth are desired. It is necessary 
also to have given the latitude of £he observer, the time of 
day, and the time of year, because the altitude and azimuth 
depend on these quantities. Most of the difiSculty of the 
problem arises from the fact that the vernal equinox has a 
diurnal motion around the sky and that it is a point which 
is not easily located. By computing the right ascension of 
the sun at the date in question, direct use of the vernal 
equinox may be avoided. It has been found convenient to 
solve the problem in four distinct steps. 

Step 1 . The right ascension of the sun on the date in question, 
— It has been found by observation that the sun passes 
the vernal equinox March 21. (The date may vary a day 
because of the leap year, but it will be sufficiently accurate 
for the present purposes to use March 21 for all cases.) In 
a year the sun moves aro*und the sky 24 hours in right ascen¬ 
sion, or at the rate of two hours a month. Although the 
rate of apparent motion of the sun is not perfectly uniform, 
the variations from it are small and will be neglected in the 
present connection. It follows from these facts that the 
right ascension of the sun on any date may be found by 
counting the number of months from March 2! to the date 
in question and multiplying the result by two. For ex¬ 
ample, October 6 is 6.5 months from March 21, and the 
right ascension of the sun on this date is, therefore, 13 hours. 
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SUp $. 2% HgM memmn cf the meridim at the given 
Ume^of iay 4n ^e <Me in — Suppose the right- 

^ the sue has been determined by Step 1. Since 
the sun tmtm 360® in 365 days, or only one degree per day, 
its motk)n during one day may be neglected. Suppose, for 
example, that it is 8 o’clock at night. Then the sun is 8 
hours west of the meridian at 
the position indicated in Fig. 

60. Since right ascension is 
counted eastward and the right 
ascension of the sun is known, 
the right ascension of Q may 
be found by adding the num¬ 
ber of hours from the sun to Q 
to the right ascension of the 
sun. If the right ascension of 
the sun is 13 hours and the 
time of the day is 8 p.m., the 
right ascension of the meridian 
is 13 + 8 = 21 hours. The general rule is, the right ascension 
of the meridian is obtained by adding to the right ascension 
of the sun the number of hours after noon. 

Step 3, The hour angle of the object. — Wherever the object 
may be, a certain hour eircile passes through it and crosses 
the equator at some point. The distance from the meridian 
along the equator to this point is called the hour angle of 
the object. The hour angle is counted either east or west 
as may be necessary in order that the resulting number 
shall not exceed 12. 

Suppose the right ascension of the meridian has been 
found by Step 2. The hour angle of the star is the difference 
between its right ascension, which is one of the quantities 
given in the problem, and the right ascension of the meridian. 
If the right ascension of the star is greater than that of the 
meridian, its hour angle is east, and if it is less than that of the 
meridian, its hour angle is west. There is one case whiob^- 



Fia. 50. — The right ascension of 
the rnoridian. 
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in a way, is an exception to this statement. Suppose the 
right ascension of the meridian is 22 hours and the right 
ascension of the star is 2 hours. According to the rule the 
star is 20 hours west, which, of course, is the same as 4 hours 
east. But its right ascension of 2 hours may be considered 
as being a right ascension of 26 hours, just as 2 o’clock in the 
afternoon can be equally well called 14 o’clock. When its 
right ascension is called 26 hours, the rule leads directly to 
the result that the hour angle is 4 hours east. 

Step 4- Application of the declination and estimation of 
the altitude and azimuth, — In order to make the last step 
clear, consider a special example. Suppose the hour angle 

of the object has been found 
by Step 3 to be 7 hours east. 
This locates the point C, Fig. 
51. Therefore the star is 
somewhere on the hour circle 
PCP'. The given declina¬ 
tion determines where the 
star is on the circle. Sup¬ 
pose, for example, that the 
object is 35° north. In order 
to locate it, it is only neces¬ 
sary to measure off 35° 
from C along the circle CP, 
Hence the star is at A. 
Now draw a vertical circle fromZ through A to the horizon 
at B. The altitude is BA and the azimuth is SWNB, 
These distances can be computed by spherical trigonometry, 
but they may be estimated closely enough for present 
purposes. In this problem the altitude is about 12° and the 
azimuth is about 230°. Whatever the data may be which 
are supplied by the problem, the method of procedure is 
always that which has been given in the present case. 

70. Illustrative Examp^le for Finding Altitude and 
Azimuth. — In order to illustrate fully the processes that 



Fig. 61. — Application of the declina¬ 
tion in finding the position of a star. 
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have been explained in Art. 69, an actual problem will be 
solved. Suppose the observer is in latitude 40° north. The 
altitude of the pole P, Fig. 52, as seen from his position, will 
be 40°, and the point Q, where the equator crosses the 
meridian, will have an alti¬ 
tude of 50°. Suppose the date 
on which the obseiwation is 
made is June 21 and the time 
of day is 8 p.m. Suppose the 
right ascension of the star in 
question is approximately 16 
hours and that its declination 
is — 10°. The problem is to 
find its apparent altitude and 
azimuth. 

The steps of the solution 
will be made in their natural 
order. (1) Since June 21 is three months after March 21, 
the right ascension of the sun on that date is 6 hours. 
(2) Since the iinu) of day is 8 p.m., and the right ascension is 
counted eastward, the right ascension of the meridian is 
G + 8 =14 hours. (3) Since the right ascension of the star 
is 16 hours, its hour angle is 2 hours east, and it is on the 
hour circle PCP\ (4) Since its destination is —16°, it is 
1G° south from C toward P' and at the point A. Now draw 
a vertical circle from Z through A, cutting the horizon at B. 
The altitude is PA, which is about 22°. The azimuth is 
3WNEB, which is about ;320°. 

71. Finding the Right Ascension and Declination when 
the Altitude and Azimuth are Given. •— The problem of 
finding the right ascension and declination when the altitude 
and azimuth are given is the converse of that treated in 
Art. 69. It can also be conveniently solved in four steps. 

In the first step, the right ascension of the sun is obtained, 
and in the second, the right ascension of the meridian is 
found. These steps are, of course, the same as those given 



Fiu. 52. — Finding the altitude and 
azimuth. 
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in Art. 69. The third step is to draw through the position 
of the given object an hour circle which, from its defini¬ 
tion, reaches from one pole of the sky to the other and cuts 
the equator at right angles. The fourth step is to estimate 
the hour angle of the hour circle drawn in Step 3 and the 
distance of the star from the equator measured along the 
hour circle. Then the right ascension of the object is equal 
to the right ascension of the meridian plus the hour angle 
of the object if it is east, and noinus the hour angle if it is 
west; and the declination of the object is simply its distance 
from the equator. 

72. Illustrative Example for Finding Right Ascension 
and Declination. — Suppose the date of the observation is 
May 6 and that the time of day is 8 p.m. Suppose the 
observer's latitude is 40° north. Suppose he sees a bright 
star whose altitude is estimated to be 35° and whose azimuth 

is estimated to be 60°. Its 
right ascension and declination 
are required, and after they 
have been obtained it can be 
found from Table I, p. 144, 
what star is observed. 

The right ascension of the 
sun on May 6 is 3 hours and 
the right ascension of the me¬ 
ridian at 8 P.M. is 11 hours. 
The star then is at the point 
A, Fig. 53, where BA =35° 

Sion and decimation. ^nd SB = 60 . The part of 

the vertical circle BA is much 
less foreshortened than AZ by the projection of the celestial 
sphere on a plane, and this fact must be remembered in 
connection with the drawing. The hour circle PAP' cuts 
the equator at the point C. The arc QC is much more fore¬ 
shortened by projection than CW. Consequently, it is seen 
that the hour angle of the star is 3.5 hom'S west. Therefore 
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its right ascension is 11— 3.5 = 7.5 hours approximately. 
It is also seen that the star is approximately 5° north of the 
equator. On referring to Table I, it is found that this star 
must be Procyon. 

All problems of the same class can be solved in a similar 
manner. But reliance should not be placed in the diagrams 
alone, especially because of the distortion to which certain 
of the lines are subject. The diagrams should be supple¬ 
mented, if not replaced, by actually pointing out on the 
sky the various points and lines which are used. A little 
practice with this method will enable one to solve either 
the problem of finding the altitude and azimuth, or that 
of obtaining th(^ riglit ascension and declination, with an 
error not exceeding 5° or 10°. 

73. Other Problems Connected with Position. — There 
are two otlier problems of some importance whic^h natuj'ally 
arise. The first is that of finding the time of tlie year at 
which a star of givcm riglit ascension will bo on the meridian 
at a time in the evening convenient for observation. 

In order to make the proljlem coiuii’eU^, suppose the time 
in quest-ion is 8 p.m. The I’ight asetmsion of the sun is then 
8 hours less than the right ascumsion of the meridian. Since 
the ol)je(d, is supposed to lie on the meridian, the right ascen¬ 
sion of the sun will be 8 hours less than that of the object. 
To find the time of i-h(^ year at which the sun has a given 
right ascemsion, it is only necessary to count forward from 
March 21 two liours for each month. For example, if the 
ol)ject is Ar(!turus, whose i-ight ascension is 14 hours, the 
right ascimsion of tlic sun is 14 — 8 = 6 hours, and the date 
is June 21. 

The second pi’olilem is that of finding the time of day 
at which an object whose right ascension is given will be on 
the meridian or hoiizon on a given date. A proldem of this 
character will naturally arise in connection with the 
announcement of the discovery of a comet or some other 
object whose appearance in a given position would be con- 
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spicuous only for a short time. This problem is solved by 
&st finding the right ascension of the sun on the date, and 
then taking the difference between this result and the right 
ascension of the object. This gives the hour angle of the 
sun at the required time. If the sun is west of the meridian, 
its hour angle is the time of day; if it is east of the meridian, 
its hour angle is the number of hours before noon. 

VII. QUESTIONS 

1. Make a table sbowing the correspondences of the points, 
circles, and coordinates of the horizon, equator, and ecliptic systems 
with those of the geographical system. 

2. What are the altitude and azimuth of the zenith, the east 
point, the north pole? What are the angular distances from the 
zenith to the pole and to the point where the equator crosses the 
meridian in terms of the latitude I of the observer ? 

3. Estimate the horizon coordinates of the sun at 10 o’clock this 
morning; at 10 o’clock this evening. 

4. Describe the complete diurnal motions of stars near the pole. 
What part of the sky for an observer in latitude 40® is always above 
the horizon? Always below the horizon ? 

5. How long is required for the sky apparently to turn 1°? 
Through what angle does it apparently turn in 1 minute ? 

6. Are there positions on the earth from which the diurnal 
motions of the stars are along parallels of altitude ? Along vertical 
circles? 

7. Develop a rule for finding the hour angle of the vernal 
equinox on any date at any time of day. 

8. Eind the gjtitude and azimuth of the vernal equinox at 
9 A.M. to-day. 

9. Given: Rt. aso. = 19 hrs., declination = + 20®, date = July 21, 
time - 8 p.m. ; find the altitude and azimuth. 

10. Find the altitude and the azimuth (constructing a diagram) 
of each of the stars given in Table I, p. 144, at 8 p.m. to-day. 

11. If a star whose right ascension is 18 hours is on the meridian 
at 8 P.M., what is the date ? 

12. At what time of the day is a star whose right ascension is 
14 hours on the meridian on May 21 ? 

13. At what time of the day does a comet whose right ascension 
is 4 hours and declination is zero rise oh Sept. 21 ? 

14. The Leonid meteors have their radiant at right ascension 
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10 hours and they appear on Nov. 14. At what time of the night 
are they visible ? 

15. What is the right asoension of the point on the celestial sphere 
toward which the earth is moving on June 21 ? 

16. What are tlie altitude and azimuth of the point toward which 
the earth is moving to-day at noon? At 6 p.m.? At midnight? 
At 6 A.M. ? 

17. Observe some conspicuous star (avoid the planets), estimate 
its altitude and azimuth, approximately determine its right asoen¬ 
sion and declination (Art. 71), and with these data identify it in 
Table I, p. 144. 
























CHAPTER V 


THE CONSTELLATIONS 

74. Origin of the Constellations. — A moment^s obser¬ 
vation of the sky on a clear and moonless night shows that 
the stai*s are not scattered uniformly over its surface. Every 
one is acquainted with such groups as the Big Dipper and 
the Pleiades. This natural grouping of the stars was ob¬ 
served in prehistoric times by primitive and childlike peoples 
who imjigined the stars formed outlines of various living 
creatures, and who often wove about them the moat fantastic 
romances. 

The earliest list of constellations, still in existence, is that 
of Ptolemy (about 140 a.d.), who enumerated, described, 
and located 48 of them. These constellations not only did 
not entirely cover the part of the sky visible from Alexandria, 
where Ptolemy lived, but they did not even occupy all of 
the northern sky. In order to fill the gaps and to cover the 
southern sky many other constellations were added from 
time to time, though some of them have now been aban¬ 
doned. The lists of Argelander (1799-1875) in the northern 
heavens, and the more recent ones of Gould in the southern 
heavens, contain 80 constellations, and these are the ones 
now generally recognized. 

76. Naming the Stars. — The ancients gave proper 
names to many of the stars, and identified the others by 
describing their relations to the anatomy of the fictitious 
creatures in which they were situated. For example, there 
were Sirius, Altair, Vega, etc., with proper names, and 

The Star at the End of the Tail of the Little Bear '^(Po¬ 
laris), “ The Star in the Eye of the Bull ” (Aldebaran), etc., 
designated by their positions. 

130 
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In modern times the names of 40 or 50 of the most con¬ 
spicuous stars are frequently used by astronomers and 
writers on astronomy; the remainder are designated by 
letters and numbers. A system in very common use, that 
introduced by Bayer in 1603, is to give to the stars in each 
constellation, in the order of their brightness, the names of 
the letters of the Greek alphabet in their natural order. 
In connection with the Greek letters, the genitive of the name 
of the constellation is used. For example, the brightest 
star in the whole sky is Sirius, in Canis Major. Its name 
according to the system of Bayer is Alpha Canis Majoris. 
The second brightest star in Perseus, whose common name 

' . CRSILON-^ 

DELTA 

a A MM A , A LF/ L‘\ 

'k BETA 

Fig. 66. — The Big Dipper and the Pole Star. 
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is Algol, in this system is called Beta Persei. After the 
Greek letters are exhausted the Roman letters are used, and 
then follow numbers for the stars in the order of their bright¬ 
ness. While this is the general rule, there are numerous 
exceptions in naming the stars, for example, in the case of 
the stars which constitute the Big Dipper (Fig. 55). 

About 1700, Flamsteed published a catalogue of stars in 
which he numbered those in each constellatibn according to 
their right ascensions regardless of their brightness. In 
modem catalogues the stars are usually given in the order 
of their right ascension and no reference is made either to the 
constellation to which they belong or to their apparent 
brightness. 
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76. Star Catalogues. — Star catalogues are lists of stars, 
usually all above a given brightness, in certain parts of the 
sky, together with their right ascensions and declinations on 
a given date. It is necessary to give the date, for the stars 
slowly move with respect to one another, and the reference 
points and lines to which their positions are referred are not 
absolutely fixed. The most important variation in the posi¬ 
tion of the reference points and lines is due to the precession 
of the equinoxes (Art. 47). 

The earliest known star catalogue is one of 1080 stars by 
Hipparchus for the epoch 125 b.c. Ptolemy revised it and 
reduced the star places to the epoch 150 a.d. Tycho Brahe 
made a catalogue of 1005 stars in 1580, about 30 years be¬ 
fore the invention of the telescope. Since the invention of 
the telescope and the revival of science in Europe, numerous 
catalogues have been made, containing in some cases more 
than 100,000 stars. While the positions in all these cata¬ 
logues are very accurately given, compared even to the 
work of Tycho Brahe, they are not accurate enough for 
certain of the most refined work in modern times. To meet 
these needs, a number of catalogues, containing a limited 
number of stars whose positions have been determined 
with the very greatest accuracy, have been made. The 
most accurate of these is the Preliminary General Catalogue 
of Boss, in wliich the positions of 6188 stars are given. 

A project for photographing the whole heavens by in¬ 
ternational cooperation was formulated at Paris in 1887. 
Tlie plan provided that each plate should cover 4 square 
degrees of the sky, and that they should overlap so that the 
whole sky would be photographed twice. The number of 
plates required, therefore, is nearly 22,000. On every plate 
a number of stars are photographed whose positions are 
already known from direct observations. The positions of 
the other stars on the plate can then be determined by meas¬ 
uring with a suitable machine their distances and direc¬ 
tions from the known stars. This work can, of course, be 
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carried out at leisure iu an astronomical laboratory. On 
these plates, most of which have already been secured, there 
will be shown in all about 8,000,000 different stars. In the 
first catalogue based on them only about 1,300,000 of the 
brightest stars will be given. 

The photographic catalogue was an indirect outgrowth 
of photographs of the great comet of 1882 taken by Gill 
at the Cape of Good Hope. The number of star images 
obtained on his plates at once showed the possibilities of 
making catalogues of stars by the photographic method. 
In 1889 he secured photographs of the whole southern sky 
from declination — 19° south, and the enormous labor of 
measuring the positions of the 350,000 star images on these 
plates was carried out by Kapteyn, of Groningen, Holland. 

77. The Magnitudes of the Stars. — The magnitude of 
a star depends upon the amount of light received from it 
by the earth, and is not determined altogether by the amount 
of light it radiates, for a small star near the earth might 
give the observer more light than a much larger one farther 
away. It is clear from this fact that the magnitude of a 
star depends upon its actual, brightness and also upon its 
distance from the observer. 

The stars which are visible to the unaided eye are divided 
arbitrarily into 6 groups, or magnitudes, depending upon 
their apparent brightness. The 20 brightest stars con¬ 
stitute the first-magnitude group, and the faintest stars 
which can be seen by the ordinary eye on a clear night are 
of the sixth magnitude, the other four magnitudes being dis¬ 
tributed between them so that the ratio of the brightness 
of one group to that of the next is the same for all consecu¬ 
tive magnitudes. The definition of what shall be exactly the 
first magnitude is somewhat arbitrary; but a first-magni¬ 
tude star has been taken to be approximately equal to the 
average brightness of the first 20 stars. The sixth-magni¬ 
tude stars are about as bright as the average of the first 
group, and, in order to make the ratio from one magnitude 
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to the other perfectly definite, it has been agreed that the 
technical sixth-magnitude stars shall be those which are 
exactly bright as the teclinical first-magnitude stars. 

The problem arises of finding what the ratio is for succes¬ 
sive magnitudes. 

Let r be the ratio of light received from a star of one 
magnitude to that received from a star of the next fainter 
magnitude. Then stars of the fifth magnitude are r times 
brighter than those of the sixth, and those of the fourth are 
r times brighter than those of the fifth, and they are there¬ 
fore times brighter than those of the sixth. By a repeti¬ 
tion of this process it is found that the first-magnitude stars 
are r® times brighter than those of the sixth magnitude. 
Therefore r® = 100, from which it is found that r = 2.512. . . . 

Since the amount of light received from different stars 
varies almost continuously from the faintest to the brightest, 
it is necessary to introduce fractional magnitudes. For 
example, if a star is brigliter than tlie second magnitude and 
fainter than the first, its magnitude is between 1 and 2. 
A step of one tenth of a magnitude is such a ratio that, 
when repeated ten times, it gives the value 2.512. ... It 
is found by computation, which can easily be carried out by 
logarithms, that a first-magnitude star is 1.097 times as 
bright as a star of magnitude 1.1. The ratio of brightness 
of a star of magnitude 1.1 to that of a star of 1.2 is like¬ 
wise 1.097; and, consequently, a star of magnitude 1 is 
1.097 X 1.097 = 1.202 times as bright as a star of magni¬ 
tude 1.2. 

A star which is 2.512 times as bright as a first-magnitude 
star is of magnitude 0, and still brighter stars have negative 
magnitudes. For example, Sirius, the brightest star in the 
sky, has a magnitude of —1.58, and the magnitude of the 
full moon on the same system is about —12, while that of 
the sun is —26.7. 

78, The First-magnitude Stars. — As first-magnitude 
stars are conspicuous and relatively rare objects,-they serve 
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as guidepoats in the study of the constellations. All of 
those which aje visible in the latitude of the observer should 
be identified and learned. They will, of course, be recog¬ 
nized partly by their relations to neighboring stars. 

In Table I the first column contains the names of the first- 
magnitude stars; the second, the constellations in which 
they are found; the third, their magnitudes according to the 
Harvard determination; the fourth, their right ascensions; 
the fifth, their decimations; the sixth, the dates on which 
they cross the meridian at 8 p.m. ; and the' seventh, the 
velocity toward or from the earth in miles per second, the 
negative sign indicating approach and the positive, recession. 
Their apparent positions at any time can be determined 
from their right ascensions and declinations by the principles 
explained in Art. 69. 


Table I 


Naiod 

COKSTHLLATIOK 

Mao- 

NI- 

'I’XTOB 

Right As- 

CBNBIOK 

Dmoiii- 

NATION 

On Mh- 

BmiAN 
AT 8 F.U. 

Radial 

Vulooity 

Siriiia . . . 

Canis Major 

-L6 

6h 41m 

-16® 

36' 

Feb. 28 

- 5.6 

Canopus . . 

Carina . . 

-0.9 

6 

22 

-62 

39 

Feb. 23 

+12.7 

Alpha 

Centaur! . 

Centaurus 

0.1 

14 

34 

-60 

29 

June 29 

-13.8 

Vega . . . 

Lyra . , . 

0.1 

18 

34 

+38 

42 

Aug. 30 

- 8.6 

Cai>ella . . 

Auriga . . 

0.2 

5 

10 

+46 

55 

Feb. 6 

+19.7 

Arctunis . . 

Bo5tes . . 

0.2 

14 

12 

+19 

37 

June 24 

- 2.4 

Bigel . . . 

Orion . . . 

0.3 

5 

11 

- 8 

17 

Feb. 6 

+13.6 

Procyon . . 

Canis Minor 

0.5 

7 

35 

+ 5 

26 

Mar. 14 

- 2.6 

Aohemar. . 

Eridanus . . 

0.6 

1 

36 

-67 

40 

Deo. 16 

+10.0 

Beta 

Centaur! . 

Centaurua 

0.9 

13 

58 

-69 

58 

June 21 

? 

Betelgeuze . 

Orion . . . 

O.Q 

5 

51 

+ 7 

24 

Feb. 16 

+13.0 

Altair . . . 

Aquila . . 

0.9 

19 

47 

+ 8 

30 

Sept. 19 

-20.6 

Alpha Cnicis 

Crux . . . 

1.1 

12 

22 

-62 

38 

May 29 

+ 4.3 

Aldebaran 

Taurus . . 

1.1 

4 

31 

+16 

21 

Jan. 26 

+34.2 

Pollux. . . 

Gemini . . 

1.2 

7 

40 

+28 

14 

Mar. 16 

+ 2.4 

Spica . . . 

Virgo . . , 

1.2 

13 

21 

-10 

44 

June 12 

+ 1.2 

Antares . . 

Scorpius . . 

1.2 

16 

24 

-26 

16 

July 27 

- 1.9 

Fomalhaut . 

Pisois 

Australis . 

1.3 

22 

53 

-30 

4 

Nov. 8 

+ 4.2 

Deneb. . . 

Cygnus , , 

1.3 

20 

39 

+44 

59 

Oct. 4 

- 2.6 

Regulus . . 

Leo . . . 

1.3 

10 

4 

+12 

23 

Apr. 23 

- 6.0 
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79. Ntimber of Stars in the First Six Mflg nitiiHAff _ The 
number of stars in each of the first six magnitudes is given 
in Table II. The sum of the numbers is 5000. 


Tablb II 


First Magnitude 

. . 20 

Fourth Magnitude. , 

. 425 

Seoond Magnitude. 

. . 66 

Fifth Magnitude . . 

. 1100 

Third Magnitude . 

. . 190 

Sixth Magnitude . . 

.3200 


f There are, therefore, in the whole sky only about 5000 stars 
which are visible to the unaided eye. At any one time 
only half the sky is' above the horizon, and those stars which : 
are near the horizon are largely extinguished by the absorp¬ 
tion of light by the earth's atmosphere. Therefore one • 
never sees at one time more than about 2000 stars, although \ 
the general impression is that they are countless. 

It is seen from the Table II that the number of stars in 
each magnitude is about three times as great as the number 
in the preceding magnitude. This ratio holds approxi¬ 
mately down to the ninth magnitude, and in the first nine 
magnitudes there are in all nearly 200,000 stars. Since 
a telescope 3 inches in aperture will show objects as faint as 
the ninth magnitude, it is seen what enormous aid is ob¬ 
tained from optical instruments. Only a rough guess can 
be made respecting the number of stars which are still 
fainter, but there are probably more than 300,000,000 of 
them •within the range of present visual and photographic 
instruments. 

80. The Motions of the Stars. — The stars have motions 
with respect to one another which, in the course of immense 
ages, appreciably change the outlines of the constellations, 
but which have not made important alterations in the visible* 
sky during historic times. Nevertheless, they are so large 
that they must be taken into account when using star cata¬ 
logues in work of precision. 

L, 
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One result of the motions of the stars is that they drift 
with respect to fixed reference points and lines. The yearly 
change in the position of a star with respect to fixed reference 
points and lines is called its proper motion. The largest 
known proper motion is that of an eighth-magnitude star 
in the southern heavens, whose annual displacement on the 
sky is about 8,7 seconds of arc. The slight extent to which 
the proper motions of the stars can change the appearance 
of the constellations is shown by the fact that even this 
star, whose proper motion is more than 100 times the average 
proper motion of the brighter stars, will not move over an 
apparent distance as great as the diameter of the moon in 
less than 220 years. 

Another component of the motion of a star is that which is 
in the line joining it with the earth. This component can 
be measured by the spectroscope (Art. 222), and is found 
to range all the way from a velocity of approach of 40 miles 
per second to one of recession with the same speed; and 
in some cases even higher velocities are encountered. In 
the course of immense time the changes in the distances of 
the stars wiU alter their magnitudes appreciably; but the 
distances of the stars are so great that there is probably no 
case in which the motion of a star toward or from the earth 
will sensibly change its magnitude in 20,000 years. 

81. The Milky Way, or Galaxy. — The Milky Way is a 
hazy band of light giving indications to the unaided eye of 
being made up of faint stars; it is on the average about 20° 
in width and stretches in nearly a great circle entirely around 
the sky. The telescope shows that it is made up of millions 
of small stars which can be distinguished separately only 
with optical aid. It is clear that because of its irregular 
form and great width its position cannot be precisely de¬ 
scribed, but in a general way its location is defined by the 
fact that it intersects the celestial equator at two places 
whose right ascensions are approximately 6 hours 40 minutes 
and 18 hours 40 minutes, and it has an inclination to the 
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equator of about 62°. Or, in other terms, the north pole 
of the Milky Way is at right ascension about 12 hours 40 
minutes and at declination about + 28°. For a long distance 
it is divided more or less completely into two parts, and at 
one place in the southern heavens it is cut entirely across by 
a dark streak, A very interesting feature for observers in 
northern latitudes is a singular dark region north of the star 
Deneb. 

82. The Constellations and Their Positions. — The work 
on reference points and lines in the preceding chapter to¬ 
gether with the discussions so far given in this chapter are 
sufficient to prepare for the study of the constellations with 
interest and profit, and the student should not stop short 
of an actual acquaintance with all the first-magnitude stars 
and the principal constellations that are visible in his latitude. 
Table III contains a list of the constellations and gives their 
positions. The numbers at the top show the degrees of dec¬ 
lination between which the constellations lie, the numerals 
at the left show their right ascensions, and the numbers 
placed in connection with the names of the constellations 
give the number of stars in them which are easily visible to 
the unaided eye. The constellations which lie on the ecliptic, 
or the so-called zodiacal constellations, are printed in italics. 

The following maps show the constellations from the north 
pole to —50° declination. When Map I is held up toward 
the sky, facing north, with its center in the line joining the 
eye with the north pole, and with the hour circle having the 
right ascension of the meridian placed directly above 
its center, it shows the circumpolar constellations in their 
true relations to one another and to the horizon and pole. 
The other maps are to be used, facing south, with their cen¬ 
ters held on a line joining the eye to the celestial equator, 
and with the hour circle having the right ascension of the 
meridian held in the plane of the eye and the meridian. 
When they are placed in this way, they show the constellations 
to the south of the observer in their tme relationships. In 
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order to apply the maps according to these instructions, it 
is necessary to know the right ascension of the meridian for 
the day and hour in question, and it can be computed with 
sufficient approximation by the method of Art. 69. - 

83. Finding the Pole Star. — The first step to be taken j 
in finding the constellations, either from their right ascen- j 
sions and declinations or from star maps, is to determine j 
the north-and-south line. It is defined closely enough for 
present purposes by the position of the pole star. 

The Big Dipper is the best known and one of the most 
conspicuous groups of stars in the northern heavens. It is 

always above the _ , 

horizon for an ob¬ 
server in latitude 
40® north, and, be¬ 
cause of its defi¬ 
nite shape, it can 
,never be mistaken 
for any other group 

of stars. It is _—- 

made up of 7 stars Fia. so. — The Dipper, 

of the second mag¬ 
nitude which form the outline of a great dipper in the sky. 
Figure 50 is a photograph of this group of stars distinctly 
showing the dipper. The stars Alpha and Beta are called 
The Pointers because they are almost directly in a line with 
the pole star Polaris. In order to find the pole star, start with 
Beta, Fig. 55, go through Alpha, and continue about five 
times the distance from Beta to Alpha. At the point reached 
there will be found the second-magnitude star Polaris with 
no other one so bright anywhere in the neighborhood. 

Besides defining the north-and-south line and serving as 
a guide for a study of the constellations in the northern 
heavens, the pole star is an interesting object in several 
other respects. It has a faint companion of the ninth mag¬ 
nitude, distant from it about 18.5 seconds of arc. This 
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faint companion cannot be seen with the unaided eye be¬ 
cause, in order that two stars may be seen as separate objects 
without a telescope, they must be distant from each other 
at least 3 minutes of arc, and, besides, they must not be too 
bright or too faint. The brighter of the two components of 
Polaris is also a double star, a fact which was discovered by 
means of the spectroscope in 1899. Indeed, it has turned 
out on more recent study at the Lick Observatory that the 
principal star of this system is really-a triple sun. 

84. Units for Estimating Angular Distances. — The dis¬ 
tances between st^, as seen projected on the celestial 
sphere, are always given in degrees. There is, in fact, no 
definite content to the statement that two stars seem to be 
a yard apart. In order to estimate angular distances, it is 
important to have a few units of known length which can 
always be seen. 

It is 90° from the horizon to the zenith, and one would 
suppose that it would be a simple matter to estimate half 
of this distance. As a matter of fact, few people place the 
zenith high enough. In order to test the accuracy with 
which one locates it, he should face the north and fix his 
attention on the star which he judges to be at the zenith, 
and then, keeping it in view, turn slowly around until he 
faces the south. The first trial is apt to furnish a surprise. 

The altitude of the pole star is equal to the latitude of 
the observer which, in the United States, is from 25° to 50°. 
This unit is not so satisfactory as some others because it 
depends upon the position of the observer and also because 
it is more diflJcult to estimate from the horizon to a star 
than it is between two stars. Another large unit which can 
always be observed from northern latitudes is the distance 
between Alpha Ursffi Majoris and Polaris, which is 28°. 
For a smaller unit the distance between The Pointers in the 
Big Dipper, which is 5° 20', is convenient. 

86. Ursa Major (The Greater Bear). — The Big Dipper, 
to which reference has already been made, and which is one 
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of the most conspicuous configurations in the northern : 
heavens, is in the eastern part^ of the constellation Ursa i 
Major and serves to locate the position of this constellation. 
The outline of the Bear extends north, south, and west of ^ 
the bowl of the Dipper for more than 10°; but all the stars 
in this part of the sky are of the third magnitude or fainter. 

According to the Greek legend, Zeus changed the nymph 
Gallisto into a bear in order to protect her from the jealousy 
of his wife Hera. While the transformed Gallisto was wan- ^ 
dering in the forest, she met her son Areas, who was about to ^ 
slay her when Zeus intervened and saved her by placing them 
both among the stars, where they became the Greater and 
the Smaller Bears. Hera was still unsatisfied and prevailed 
on Oceanus and Thetis to cause them to pursue forever their 
courses around the pole without resting beneath the ocean 
waves. Thus was explained the circumpolar motions of 
those stars which are always above the horizon. 

The Pawnee Indians call the stars of the bowl of the Dip¬ 
per a stretcher on which a sick man is being carried, and the 
first one in the handle is the medicine man. 

The star at the bend of the handle of the Dipper, called 
Mizar by the Arabs, has a faint one near it which is known 
as Alcor. Mizar is of the second magnitude, and Alcor is of 
the fifth. Any one with reasonably good eyes can see the two 
stars as distinct objects, without optical aid. It is probable 
that this was the first double star that was discovered. The 
distance of 11'.5 between them is so great, astronomically 
speaking, that it is no longer regarded as a true double star. 

It has been supposed by some writers that the word Alcor 
is derived from an Arabic word meaning the test, and the 

1 Eiifit and west on tho sky miiat bo imdoratood to be moasured along 
doclination circloH. Confloquontly, noar tho polo oast may have any direc¬ 
tion with roHpo(5t to tho horizon. Above tho polo, oast on tho sky is toward 
tho oastoni part of tho horizon, wliilo bolow tho polo it is toward tho western 
part of tho horizon. All statomontB of direction in doscriptiona of tho 
constoUatioiiB refer to dirootions on the sky unloss othorwiso indicated, and 
GOTO must bo takon not to understand thorn in any other sonse. 
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Arabs are said to have tested their eyesight on it. The 
Pawnee Indians call it the Medicine Man's Wife's Dog. 

The star Mizar itself is a fine telescopic double, the first 
one ever discovered; the two components are distant from 
each other 14 ".6 and can be seen separately with a 3-inch 
telescope. The distance from the earth to Mizar, according 
to the work of Ludendorff, is 4,800,000 times as far as from 
the earth to the sun, and about 75 years are required for 
light to come from it to us. The star appears to l^e faint 
only because of its immense distance, for, as a matter of 
fact, it radiates 115 times as much light as is given out by 
the sun. The actual distance even from Mizar to Alcor, 
which is barely discernible with the unaided eye, is 16,000 
times as far as from the earth to the sun. 

The first of a series of very important discoveries was made 
by E. C. Pickering, in 1889, by spectroscopic observations 
of the brighter component of Mizar. It was found by 
methods which will be discussed in Arts. 285 and 286 that 
this star is itself a double in which the components are so 
close together that they cannot be distinguished separately 
with the aid of any existing telescope. Such a star is called 
a spectroscopic binaiy. The complete discussion showed 
that the brighter component of Mizar is composed of two 
great suns whose combined mass is many times that of our 
sun, and that they revolve about their common center of 
gravity at a distance of 25,000,000 miles from each other in 
a period of 20.5 days, 

86. Cassiopeia (The Woman in the Chair). — To find 
Cassiopeia go from the middle of the handle of the Big Dipper 
through Polaris and about 30° beyond. The constellation 
wili be recognized because the principal stars of which it 
is composed, ranging in magnitude from the second to the 
fourth, form a zigzag, or letter W. When it is tilted in a 
particular way as it moves around the pole in its diurnal 
motion, it has some resemblance to the outline of a chair. 
The brightest of the 7 stars in the W is the one at the bottom 
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of its second part, and a 2-inch telescope will show that it 
is a double star whose colors are described as rose and blue. 

One of the moat interesting objects in this constellation is 
the star Eta Caasiopeiae, which is near the middle of the third 
stroke of the W and about 2^ from Alpha. It is a fine 
double which can be separated with a 3-inch telescope. 
The two stars are not only apparently close together, but 
actually fonn a physical system, revolving around their 
common center of gravity in a period of about 200 yeara. 
If there arc planets revolving around either of these stars, 
their phenomena of night and day and their seasons must 
be very complicated. 

In 1572 a new star suddenly blazed forth in Cassiopeia 
and became bi-ighter than any other one in the sky. It 
caught the attention of Tycho Brahe, who was then a young 
man, and did much to stimulate his interest in astronomy. 

87. How to Locate the Equinoxes. — It is advantageous 
to know how to locate the equinoxes when the positions of 
objects arc defined by their right ascensions and declinations. 
To find the vernal equinox, draw a line from Polaris through 
the most westerly star in the W of Cassiopeia, and continue 
it 90°. The point where it crosses the equator is the vernal 
equinox which, unfortunately, has no bright stars in its 
neighborhood. 

If the vernal equinox is below the horizon, the autumnal 
equinox may be conveniently used. One or the other of 
them is, of course, always above the horizon. To find the 
autumnal equinox, draw a line from Polaris through Delta 
UrsflB Majoris, or the star where the handle of the Big 
Dipper joins the dipper, and continue it 90° to the equator. 
The autumnal equinox is in Virgo. This constellation 
contains the first-magnitude star Spica, which is about 10° 
south and 20° east of the autumnal equinox. 

88. Lyra (The Lyre, or Harp). — Lyra is a small but 
very interesting constellation whose right ascension is about 
18.7 hours and whose declination is about 40° north. It is, 
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therefore, about 60° from the pole, and its position can easily 
be determined by using the directions for finding the vernal 
and autumnal equinoxes. Or, its distance east or west of 
the meridian can be determined by the methods of Art. 
69. With an approximate idea of its location, it can always 
be found because it contains the brilliant bluish-white, 
first-magnitude star Vega. If there should be any doubt in 
regard to the identification of Vega, it can always be dis¬ 
pelled by the fact that this star, together with two fourth- 
magnitude stars, Epsilon and Zeta Lyrse, form an equi¬ 
lateral triangle whose sides are about 2° in length. There 
are no other stars so near Vega, and there is no other con¬ 
figuration of this character in the whole heavens. 

As was stated in Art. 47, the attractions of the moon and 
sun for the equatorial bulge of the earth cause a precession 
of the earth^s equator, and therefore a change in the location 
of the pole of the sky. About 12,000 years from now the 
north pole will be very close to Vega. What a splendid 
pole star it will make ! It is approaching us at the rate of 
8.5 miles per second, but its distance is so enormous that 
even this high velocity will make no appreciable change in 
its brightness in the next 12,000 years. The distance of 
Vega is not very accurately loiown, but it is probably more 
than 8,000,000 times as far from the earth as the earth is 
from the sun. At its enormous distance the sun would ap¬ 
pear without a telescope as a faint star nearly at the limits 
of visibility. Another point of interest is that the sun with 
aU its planets is moving nearly in the direction of Vega at 
the rate of about 400,000,000 miles a year. 

The star Epsilon Lyres, which is about 2° northeast of 
Vega, is an object which should be carefully observed. It is 
a double star in which the apparent-distance between the 
two components is 207". They are barely distinguishable 
as separate objects with the unaided eye even by persons 
of perfect eyesight. It is a noteworthy fact that, so far as 
is known, this star was not seen to be a double by the Arabs, 
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the early Greeks, or any primitive peoples. A century ago 
astronomers gave their ability to separate this pair without 
the use of the telescope as proof of their having exceptionally 
keen sight. Perhaps with the more exacting use to which 
the eyes of the human race are being subjected, they are 
actually improving instead of deteriorating as is commonly 
supposed. 

Although the angular distance between the two compo¬ 
nents of Epsilon Lyrffi seems small, astronomers regularly 
measure one two-thousandth of this angle. The discovery 
of Neptune^ was based on the fact that in 60 years it had 
pulled Uranus from its predicted place, as seen from the 
earth, only a little more than half of the angular distance 
between the components of this double star. When Epsilon 
Lyrie is viewed through a telescope of 5 or 6 inches^ aperture, 
it presents a great surprise. The two components are found 
to be so fai* apart in the telescope that they can hardly be 
seen at ihv. same time, and a little close attention shows that 
each of them also is a double. That is, the faint object 
Epsilon Lyrae is a magnificent system of four suns. 

About 5°.5 south of Vega and 3° east is the third-magni¬ 
tude star B(d.a Lyrae. It is a very remarkable variable 
whose briglitness changes by nearly a magnitude in a period 
of 12 days and 22 hours. The variability of this star is due 
to tlu^ faedf that it is a double whose plane of motion passes 
nearly through tlu^ earth so that twice in each complete 
revolution one star (^(^lipses the other. A detailed study of 
the way in which the light of this star varies shows that the 
components arc stars whose average density is approximately 
that of the earth’s atmosphere at sea level. 

About 2®.t5 southeast of Beta Lyra3 is the third-magnitude 
star Gamma Lyrso. On a line joining these two stars and 
about one third of the distance from Beta is a ring, or an¬ 
nular, nebula, the only one of the few that are known that 
can be seen with a small telescope. It takes a large telescope, 
however, to show much of its detail. 
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89. Hercules (The Kneeling Hero). — Hercules is a veiy 
large constellation lying west and southwest of Lyra. It 
contains no stars brighter than the third magnitude, but it 
can be recognized from a trapezoidal figure of 5 atara which 
are about 20° west of Vega. The base of the trapezoid, which 
is turned to the north and slightly to the east, is about 6° 
long and contains two stars in the northeast corner which 
are of the third and fourth magnitudes. The star in the 
southeast corner is of the fourth magnitude, and the others 
are of the third magnitude. On the west side of the trape¬ 
zoid, about one third of the distance from the north end, is 
one of the finest star clusters in the whole heavens, known as 
Messier 13. It is barely visible to the unaided eye on a 
clear dark night, appearing as a little hazy star; but through 
a good telescope it is seen to be a wonderful object, containing 
more than 5000 stars (Fig. 171) which are probably com¬ 
parable to our own sun in dimensions and brilliancy. The 
cluster was discovered by Halley (1656-1742), but derives 
its present name from the French comet hunter Messier 
(1730-1817), who did all of his work with an instrument of 
only 2.5 inches' aperture. 

90. Scorpius (The Scorpion). — There are 12 constella¬ 
tions, one for each month, which lie along the ecliptic and 
constitute the zodiac. Scorpius is the ninth of these and the 
most brilliant one of all. In fact, it is one of the finest group 
of stars that can be seen from our latitude. It is 60° straight 
south of Hercules and can always be easily recognized by 
its fiery red first-magnitude star Antares, which, in light¬ 
giving power, is equal to at least 200 suns such as ours. 
The word Antares means opposed to, or rivaling. Mars, 
the red planet associated with the god of war. Antares is 
represented as occupying the position of the heart of a scor¬ 
pion. About 7" west of Antares is a faint green star of the 
sixth magnitude which can be seen through a 5- or 6-inch 
telescope under good atmospheric conditions. About 5° 
northwest of Antares is a very compact and fine cluster, 
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Messier 80. Scorpius lies in one of the richest and most 
varied parts of the Milky Way. 

According to the Greek legend, Scorpius is the monster 
that killed Orion and frightened the horses of the sun so that 
PhaSton was thrown from his chariot when he attempted to 
drive them. 

91. Corona Borealis (The Northern Crown). — Just west 
of the groat Hercules lies the little constellation Corona 
Boixialis. It is easily recognized by the semicircle, or crown, 
of stars of the fourth and fifth magnitudes which opens 
toward the nortln^ast. The Pawnee Indians called it the 
camp circle, and it is not difficult to imagine that the stars 
represent warriors sitting in a semicircle around a central 
campfire. 

92. Bootes (The Hunter). — Bootes is a large constel¬ 
lation lying west of Corona Borealis, in right asc^ension about 
14 hours, and (^xtcniding from near tin* (*quator to within 
35° of the pole. It always (;an Ix^ (‘asily recognized by its 
bright firslHnagnitude stai- Arcdairus, wliieJi is about 20° 

soutliwest of C^)ron!i Bon'Jilis. This _ 

star is a ch^ep orange in color and is 

one of th(^ fiiu^st stars in the nortlu^rn 
sky. It is so far away that 100 
years are rc^quircvl for its light to 
come lo the earth, and in radiating 
power it is (xpiivahait to more than 
600 suns like our own. 

In mythology Bootes is represented 
jis leading his hunting dogs in their 
pursuit of the b(vir across the sky. _ - _ 

93. Leo (The Lion), — Leo lies ri«.67.—ThoHiokioinLoo, 

about 00“ wost of Air-tunis and is the '“S ** “ 

sixth zodiacal constellation. It is 

easily recognized by the fact that it contains 7 stars which 
form the outline of a sickle. In the photograph, Fig. 57, only 
the 6 brightest stars are shown. Tho most southerly star of 
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Fra. 68. — The Qrent Andromeda Nebula. Photographed by Ritchey wUh 
the two-foot refiectoT of the Yerkes Observatory. 
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the sickle is Regulus, at the end of the handle. The blade 
of the si(^kle o})(^ns out toward the southwest. One of the 
most int(U’esting things in connection with this constella¬ 
tion is that the mciteors of the shower which occurs about 
November 14 seem to radiate from a point within the blade 
of the si(dvle (Art. 204). 

The star Regidus is at the heart of the Nemean lion which, 
according to classics legends, was Idlled by Hercules as the 
first of his twelves great labors, 

94, Andromeda (The Woman Chained). — Andromeda 
is a larger c.oustc^llation just south of Cassiopeia, It contains 
no first-magnitude stars, but it can be recognized from a 
line of 8 sec^ond-magnitude stars extending northeast and 
sontliw('st. The most interesting object in tliis constellation 
is the (ir(‘at Andromeda Nebula, Fig, 58, the brightest 
nebula, in tin* sky. It is about 15° din^ctly south of Alpha 
Cassioi)(*ia3, and it can be s(M'n without difficulty on a clear, 
moonh'ss night Jis a hazy patch of light. When viewed 
tlirougli a t(’l(\sc<)p(' it fills a i)art of the sky nearly 2° long and 
1° wid(^ In its (tuUm* is a sta.r which is ])robably variable. 
The analysis of its light with tin* sp(Hitr()sc()pe s(*ems to in¬ 
dicate that it is (Hunposed of solid or licpiid material sur- 
roiin(l(‘d by cooIcm* gasc's. It has be(‘n sugg(isted that, in- 
steatl of b(^ing a m^buhi, it may be an aggregation of millions 
of suns (^omparabh^ to tlu^ Galaxy, but so distant from us 
that it apparently covcm's an insignificant part of the sky. 

96. Perseus (The Champion). — Pctscus is a large con¬ 
stellation in th(^ Milky Way directly oast of Andromeda. 
Its brightest star, Alpha, is in the midst of a star field which 
presents the fimvst s])ectacl(^ ihrough field glasses or a small 
telescope in th(^ wholes sky. The second brightest star in 
this constellation is the earliest known variable star, Algol 
(the Demon). Algol is about 9° south and a little west of 
Alpha Pers(ii, and varies in magnitude from 2.2 to 3.4 in a 
period of 2.867 days. That is, at its minimum it loses more 
than two thirds of its light. There is also a remarkable 
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double cluster in this constellation about 10° east of Alpha 
CassiopeisB, 

Algol, together with the little stars near it, is the Medusa's 
head which Perseus is supposed to carry in his hand and which 
he used in the rescue of Andromeda. He is said to have 
stirred up the dust in heaven in his haste, and it now ap¬ 
pears as the Milky Way, 

96. Auriga (The Charioteer). — The next constellation 
east of Perseus is Auriga, which contains the great first- 
magnitude star Capella. Capella is about- 40° from the 
Big- Dipper and nearly in a line from Delta through Alpha 
UrsflB Majoris. It is also distinguished by the fact that 
near it are 3 stars known as The Kids, the name Capella 
meaning The She-goat. It is receding from us at the rate 
of nearly 20 miles per second and its distance is 2,600,000 
times that of the earth from the sim. It was found at the 
Lick Observatory, in 1889, to be a spectroscopic binary with 
a period of 104.2 days. The computations of Maunder 
show that it radiates about 200 times as much light as is 
given out by the sun. 

97. Taurus (The Bull). —Taurus is southwest of Auriga 
and contains two conspicuous groups of stars, the Pleiades 
and the Hyades, besides the brilhant red star Aldebaran. 

Among the many mythical stories regarding this constel¬ 
lation there is one which describes the bull as charging down 
on Orion. According to a Greek legend, Zeus took the form 
of a bull when he captured Europa, the daughter of Agenor. 
While playing in the meadows with her friends, she leaped 
upon the back of a beautiful white bull, which was Zeus 
himself in disguise. He dashed into the sea and bore her 
away to Crete. Only his head and shoulders are visible in 
the sky because, when he swims, the rest of his body is 
covered Trith water. 

The Pleiades group, Fig. 59, consists of 7 stars in the 
form of a little dipper about 30° southwest of Capella and 
nearly 20° south of, and a little east of, Algol. Six of them, 
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which are of the fourth magnitude, are easily visible without 
optical aid; but the seventh, which is near the one at the 
end of the handle in the dipper, is more difficult. There 
seems to have been (lonisideral)le difficulty in seeing the faint¬ 
est one in ancient times, for it was frequently spoken of as 



Fih. 60. — Tlui Ploiiidos. Phutouniiihvd by WaUucctU (he Yerken Observatory. 

having been lost. Then^ is no difficulty now, liowever, for 
people with good eyes to see it, wliile those with ex(U'ptionally 
keen siglit (win see 10 or 11 stars. 

No group of stars in all i\w sky seems to have attracted 
greater popular attention tiian tlie Pk'iades, nor to have 
been mentioned more frecpiently, not only in the c^hissic^ 
writings of the ancieni-s, but also in the stories of ])rimil.ive 
peoples. They were The Seven Sisters of the On^^ks, ''fin' 
Many Little Ones of the ancient Ba})ylonia.ns, The lien and 
Chickens of the peoples of many parts of lOurope, The 
Little Eyes of the savage tribes of the South Ihuafic. Islands, 
and The Seven Brothers of some of the tribc^s of North 
American Indians. They cross the meridian at midnight 
in November, and many primitive peoples began their year 

M 
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at that time. It is said that on the exact date, November 
17, no petition was ever presented in vain to the kings of 
ancient Persia. These stars had an important relation to 
the religious ceremonies of the Aztecs, and certain of the 
Australian tribes held dances in their honor. 

Besides the 7 stars which make up the Pleiades as observed 
without a telescope, there are at least 100 others in the group 
which can be seen with a small instrument. While their 
distance from the earth is not known, it can scarcely be less 
than 10,000,000 times that of the sun. It follows that these 
stars are apparently small only because they are so remote. 
A star among them equal to the sun in brilliancy would ap¬ 
pear to us as a telescopic object of the ninth magnitude. 
The larger stars of the group are at least from 100 to 200 
times as great in light-giving power as the sun. 

About 8° southeast of the Pleiades is the Hyades group, a 
cluster of small stars scarcely less celebrated in mythology. 
They have been found recently to constitute a cluster of 
stars, occup 5 dng an enormous space, all of which move in the 
same direction with almost exactly equal speeds (Art. 277). 
The magnificent scale of this group of stars is quite beyond 
imagination. Individually they range in luminosity from 5 
to 100 times that of the sun, and the diameter of the space 
which they occupy is more than 2,000,000 times the dis¬ 
tance from the earth to the sun. 

98. Orion (The Warrior).—Southeast of Taurus and 
directly south of Auriga is the constellation Orion, lying 
across the equator between the fifth and sixth hours of right 
ascension. This is the finest region of the whole sky for 
observation without a telescope. 

The legends regarding Orion are many and in their details 
conflicting. But in all of them he was a giant and a mighty 
hunter who, in the sky, stands facing the bull (Taurus) with 
a club in his right hand and a lion’s skin in his left. 

About 7° north of the equator and 15° southeast of Al- 
debaron is the ruddy Betelgeuze. About 20° southwest of 
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Betelgeuze is the first-miignitudc star Rigel, a magnificent 
object whicli is at least 2000 times as luminous as the sun. 
About mitlway l)otween Betelgeuze and Rigel and almost 
on the equator is a row of second-magnitude stars running 
northwest and southeast, wliich constitute the Belt of Orion, 
Fig. 60. From its southern end another row of fainter 
stars reaches off to tlie southwest, nearly in the direction of 



Fig. 00. — Oriou. rholographcd at tha Yerkes Obsermtory (Uughca), 

Rigel. Th<^S(^ stars (H)iistituto the Sword of Orion, The cen¬ 
tral one of them ap]-)<«irs a little fuzzy without a telescope, 
and with a telesc-oja* is found to be a magnificent nebula. 
Fig. 61. In fact, the Great Orion Nebula impresses many 
observers as la'ing tlii^ most magnificjcnt object in the whole 
heavens. It (a)V(u\s more than a square degree in the sky, 
and the spectroscopti shows it to lie a mass of glowing gas 
whose distance is probably several million times as great as 
that to the sun, and whose diameter is jorobably as groat as 




.a 3 
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the distance from the earth to the nearest star. The stars 
this region of the sky are generally supposed by astronomers 
be in an early stage of their development; most of them 




Fig. 61 . — The Groat Orion Nebula. Photographed by Ritchey mth the 
twQ-Joot reflector of the Yerkes Observatory. 


are of great luminosity, and a considerable fraction of them 
are variable or double. 
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99. Canis Major (The Greater Dog). — The constellation 
Cams Major is southeast of Orion and is marked by Sirius, 
the brightest star in the whole sky. Sirius is almost in a 
line with the Belt of Orion and a little more than 20® from it. 
It is bluish wliite in color and is supposed to be in an early 
stage of its evolution, though it has advanced somewhat from 
the condition of the Orion stars. Sirius is comparatively 
near to us, being the third star in distance from the sun. 
Nevertheless, 8.4 years are required for its light to come to 
us, and its distance is 47,000,000,000,000 miles. It is ap¬ 
proaching us at the rate of 5.6 miles per second; or, rather, it 
is overtaldng the sun, for the solar system is moving in nearly 
the opposite direction. 

The history of Sirius during the last two centuries is very' 
interesting, and furnishes a good illustration of the value, 
of the deductive method in maldng discoveries. First, 
Halley found, in 1718, that Sirius has a motion with respect 
to fixed referenc(.^ points and lines; then, a little more than 
a century latcT, Bessel found that tliis motion is slightly 
variable. He inferred from this, on the basis of the laws of 
^ motion, that Sirius and an unseen companion were traveling [ 
around their common center of gravity which was moving r 
with uniform speed in a straight line. This companion 
actually wius discovered by Alvaii G. Clark, in 1862, while 
adjusting the 18-mch telescope now of the Dearborn Ob¬ 
servatory, at Evanston, Ill. The distance of the two stars 
from each other is 1,800,000,000 miles, and they complete 
a revolution in 48.8 years. The combined mass of the 
two stars is about 3.4 times that of the sun. The larger 
star is only about twi(5e as massive as its companion but is 
20,000 times brighter; together they radiate 48 times as 
much light as is emitted by the sun. 

100, Canis Minor (The Lesser Dog).—Canis Minor is 
directly east of Orion and is of particular interest in the 
present connection because of its first-magnitude star Pro- 
cyon, which is about 26® east and just a little south of Betel- 
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geuze. The history of this star is much the same as that of 
Sirius, the fainter companion having been discovered in 
1896 by Schaeberle at the Lick Observatory. The period of 
revolution of Procyon and its companion is 39 years, its 
distance is a little greater than that of Sirius, its combined 
mass is about 1.3 that of the sun, and its luminosity is about 
10 times that of the sun. If the orbits of such systems as 
Sirius and Procyon and their fainter companions were edge¬ 
wise to the earth, the brighter components would be regu¬ 
larly eclipsed and they would be variable stars of the Algol 
type (Art. 288), though with such long periods and short 
times of eclipse that their variability would probably not be 
discovered. 

101. Gemini (The Twins). — Gemini is the fourth zodiacal 
constellation and lies directly north of Canis Minor. It has 
been known as '' The Twins from the most ancient times 
because its two principal stars, Castor and Pollux, are 
almost alike and only 4®.5 apart. These stars are about 
25® north of Procyon, and Castor is the more northerly of 
the two. Castor is a double star which can be separated by 
a small telescope. In 1900 Belopolsky, of Pulkowa, found 
that its fainter companion is a spectroscopic binary with a 
period of 2.9 days. In 1906 Curtis, of the Lick Observatory, 
found that the brighter companion is also a spectroscopic 
binary with a period of 9.2 days. Thus this star, instead 
of being a single object as it appears to be without telescopic 
and spectroscopic aid, is a system of four suns. The two 
pairs revolve about the common center of gravity of the four 
stars in a long period which probably lies between 250 and 
2000 years. 

.Castor is called Alpha Geminorum, because probably in 
ancient times it was a little brighter than, or at least as bright 
as, Pollux. Now Pollux is a little brighter than Castor. 

About 10° southeast of Pollux is the large open PrsBsepe 
(The Beehive) star cluster which can be seen on a clear, 
moonless night without a telescope. 
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102. On Becoming Familiar with the Stars. — The dis¬ 
cussion of the constellations will be closed here, not because 
all have been described, or, indeed, any one of them ade¬ 
quately, but because enough has been said to show that the 
sky is full of objects of interest which can be found and en¬ 
joyed with very little optical aid. The reader is expected 
to observe all the objects which have been described, so far 
as the time of year and the instrumental help at his com¬ 
mand will permit. If he docs this, the whole subject will 
have a deeper and more lively interest, and it will be a pleas¬ 
ure to make constant appeals to the sky to verify statements 
and descriptions. 

The general features of the constellations are very simple, 
but the whole subject cannot be mastered in an evening. 
One should go ov(^r it several times with no greater optical 
aid than that furnislied by a field glass. 

VIII. QUESTIONS 

1. Show why about 22,000 plates will hQ required to photograph 
the whole sky as deseribed in Art. 70. 

2. Find the briglitnos.s of the stars in Table I compared to that 
of a first-inagnitiido star. 

Find the amount of light received from the sun compared to 
that roceivcul from a first-magnitude star. 

4. Take the amount of light received from a first-magnitude 
star as unity, and computer the amount of light received from each 
of the first six inagnitud(^s (Table 11). 

5. If the ratio of the niimbt^r of stars from one magnitude to the 
next continued the Ham(^ as it is in Table II, how many stars would 
there be in the first 20 magnitudes? 

0. At what time of the year is the most northerly part of the 
Millcy Way on the meridian at 8 p.m.? What are its altitude and 
azimuth at that time ? 

7. What constellations are within two hours of the meridian at 
8 P.M. to-night ? Identify them. 

8. If Lyra is visible at a convenient hour, test your eyes on 
Epsilon Lyrm. 

0. If Loo is visible at a convenient hour, test your eyes by find¬ 
ing which star in the sickle has a very faint star near it. 
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10. If Andromeda is visible at a convenient hour, find the great 
nebula. 

11. How many stars can you see in the bowl of the Big Dipper ? 

12. If Perseus is visible at a convenient hour, identify Algol and 
verify its variability. 

13. How many of the Pleiades can you see ? 

14. If Orion is visible at a convenient hour, identify the Belt and 
Sword and notice that the great nebula looks like a fuzzy star. 



CHAPTER VI 


TIME 

103. Definitions of equal Intervals of Time. — It is impos¬ 
sible to give a definition of time in terms which are simpler 
and better understood than the word itself; but it is profit¬ 
able to consider what it is that determines the length of an 
interval of time. The subject may be considered from the 
standpoint of the intellectual experience of the individual, 
which varies greatly from time to time and which may differ 
much from that of another person, or it may be treated with 
reference to independent physical phenomena. 

Consitler first the definition of the length of an interval 
of time or, rather, the equality of two intervals of time, 
from the psychological point of view. If a person has had a 
number of intellectual experiences, he is not only conscious 
that they were distinct, but he has them arranged in his mem¬ 
ory in a perfc^ctly definite order. When he recalls them and 
notes their distinctness, number, and order, he feels that they 
have occurred in time ; that is, he has the perception of time. 
An interval in which a person has had many and acute 
intellectual experiences seems long; and two intervals of 
time arc of equal length, ])sychologically, when the individual 
has had in them an equal nuinl^er of equally intense intellec¬ 
tual experiences. For example, in youth when most of lifers 
experiences arc new and wonderful, the months and the 
years seem to pass slowly; on the other hand, with increas¬ 
ing age when life reduces largely to routine, the years slip 
away quickly. Or, to take an illustration within the range 
of the experience of many who are still young, a month of 
travel, or the first month in college, seems longer than a whole 
year in the accustomed routine of preparatory school life. 

169 
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It follows from these considerations that the true measure of 
the length of the life of an individual from the psychological 
point of view, which is the one in which he has greatest inter¬ 
est as a thinking being, is the number, variety, and intensity 
of his intellectual experiences. A man whose life has been 
full, who has become acquainted with the world^s history, 
who is familiar with the wonders of the universe, who has 
read and experienced again the finest thoughts of the best 
minds of aU ages, who has seen many places and come into 
contact with many men, and who has originated ideas and 
initiated intellectual movements of his own, has lived a 
long life, however few may have been the number of revolu¬ 
tions of the earth around the sun since he was born. 

But since men must deal with one another, it is important 
to have some definition of the equality of intervals of time 
that will be independent of their varying intellectual life. 
The definition, or at least its consequences, must be capable 
of being applied at any time or place, and it must not dis¬ 
agree too radically with the psychological definition. Such 
a definition is given by the first law of motion (Art. 40), or 
rather a part of it, which for present purposes will be reworded 
as follows: 

Two intervals of time are equal, hy definition, if a moving 
body which is subject to no forces 'passes over equal distances in 
them. It is established by experience that it makes no 
difference what moving body is used or at what rate it moves, 
for they all give the same result. 

104. The Practical Measure of Time. — A difiiculty 
with the first law of motion and the resulting definition of 
equal intervals of time arises from the fact that it is impos¬ 
sible to find a body which is absolutely uninfluenced by 
exterior forces. Therefore, instead of using the law itself, 
one of its indirect consequences is employed. It follows 
from this law, together with the other laws of motion, that 
a solid, rotating sphere which is subject to no exterior forces 
turns at a uniform rate. There is no rotating body which 
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is not subject to at least the attraction of other bodies; but 
the simple attraction of an exterior body has no influence 
on the rate of rotation of a sphere which is perfectly solid. 
Therefore the earth rotates at a uniform rate, according to 
the definition of uniformity implied in the first law of motion, 
except for the slight and altogether negligible modifying in¬ 
fluences which were enumerated in Art. 45, and hence can 
be used for the measurement of time. 

If the rotation of the earth is to be used in the measure¬ 
ment of time, it is only necessary to determine in some way 
the angle through which it turns in any interval under con¬ 
sideration. This can be done by observations of the position 
of the meridian with reference to the stars. Since the stars 
arc extremely far away and do not move appreciably with 
respect to one another in so short an interval as a day, the 
rotation of the earth can be measured by reference to any 
of them. Let it be remembered that, though the rate of 
the rotation of the earth is subject to some possible slight 
modifications, its uniformity is far beyond that of any clock 
ever made. 

106. Sidereal Time. — Sidereal time is the time defined 
by the rotation of the earth with respect to the stars. A 
sidereal day is tlio interval between the passage of the 
meridian, in its eastward motion, across a star and its next 
succeeding passage across the same star. Since the earth 
rotates at a uniform rate, all sidereal clays arc of the same 
length. The sidereal day is divided into 24 sidereal hours, 
which are numbered from 1 to 24, the hours arc divided into 
60 minutes, and the minutes into 60 seconds. The sidereal 
time of a given place on the earth is zero when its meridian 
crosses the vernal equinox. 

Since the definition of sidereal time depends upon the 
meridian of the observer, it follows that all places on the 
earth having the same longitude have the same sidereal 
time, and that those haying different longitudes have dif¬ 
ferent sidereal time. It follows from the uniformity of the 
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earth’s rotation that equal intervals of sidereal time are 
equal according to the first law of motion. 

106. Solar Time. — Solar time is defined by the rotation 
of the earth with respect to the sun. A solar day is the 
interval of time between the passage of a meridian across 
the center of the sun and its next succeeding passage across 
the center of the sun. Since the sun apparently moves 
eastward among the stars, a solar day is longer than the 
sidereal day. The sun makes an apparent revolution of the 
heavens in 365 days, and therefore, since the circuit of the 
heavens is 360®, it moves eastward on the average a little 
less than 1® a day. The earth turns 15°* in 1 hour, and 1° 
in 4 minutes, from which it follows that the solar day is 
nearly 4 minutes longer on the average than the sidereal day. 

107. Variations in the Lengths of Solar Days. — If the 
apparent motion of the sun eastward among the stars were 

uniform, each 
solar day would 
be longer than 
the sidereal day 
by the same 
amount; and 
since the sidereal 
days are all of 
equal length, the 
solar days also 
would all be of 
equal length. 
But the east¬ 
ward apparent 
motion of the 
sun is somewhat variable because of two principal reasons, 
which will now be explained. 

The earth moves in its elliptical orbit around the sun in 
such a way that the law of areas is fulfilled. The angular 
distance the sun appears to move eastward among the 



Fig. 62. — Solar days are longer than sidereaJ days. 
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stars equals the angular distance the earth moves forward 
in its orbit. This is made evident from Fig. 62, in which 
El represents the position of the earth when it is noon at A. 
At the next noon at A, solar time, the earth has moved for¬ 
ward in its orbit through the angle EiSE^ (of course the dis¬ 
tance is greatly exaggerated). Suppose that when the earth 
is at El the direction of a star is EiS. When the earth is at 
E 2 i the same direction is E^S'. The sun has apparently 
moved through the angle S'JSaS, which equals E^SEi. 

Since the earth moves in its orbit in accordance with the 
law of areas, its angular motion is fastest when it is nearest 



Fia. 63. — LcnKtli of Holiir cliiys. Broken line gives effects of eccentricity; 
dotted line, the inclination; full line, tho combined effects. 

the sun. Consequently, when the earth is at its perihelion 
the sun’s apparent motion eastward is fastest, and the solar 
days, so far as this factor alone is concerned, are then the 
longest. Tlie eartli is at its perihelion point about the first 
of January and at its aphelion point about the first of July. 
Consequently, the time from noon to noon, so far as it 
depends upon the eccentricity of the earth’s orbit, is longest 
about the first of January and shortest about the first of 
July, The lengths of the solar days, so far as they depend 
upon the eccentricity of the earth’s orbit, are shown by the 
broken line in Fig. 63. 

The second important reason why the solar days vary 
in length is that the sun moves eastward along the ecliptic 
and not along the equator. For simplicity, neglect the 
eccentricity of the earth’s orbit and the lack of uniformity of 
the angular motion of the sun along the ecliptic. Consider 
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the time when the sun is near the vernal equinox. Since 
the ecliptic intersects the equator at an angle of 23°. 5, only 
one component of the sun^s motion is directly eastward. 
However, the reduction is somewhat less than might be 
imagined for so large an inclination and amounts to only 
about 10 per cent. When the sun is near the autumnal 
equinox the situation is the same except that, at this time, 
one component of the sun^s motion is toward the south. 
At these two times in the year the sun^s apparent motion 
eastward is less than it would otherwise be, and, conse¬ 
quently, the solar days are shorter than the average. At the 
solstices, midway between these two periods, the sun is 
moving approximately along the arcs of small circles 23°.5 
from the equator, and its angular motion eastward is cor¬ 
respondingly faster than the average. Therefore, so far 
as the inclination of the ecliptic is concerned, the solar days 
are longest about December 21 and June 21, and shortest 
about March 21 and September 23. The lengths of the 
solar days, so far as they depend upon the inclination of 
the ecliptic, are shown by the dotted cuiwe in Fig. 63. 

Now consider the combined effects of the eccentricity of 
the earth^s orbit and the inclination of the ecliptic on the 
lengths of the solar days. Of these two influences, the 
inclination of the ecliptic is considerably the more impor¬ 
tant. On the first of January they both make the solar day 
longer than the average.' At the vernal equinox the eccen¬ 
tricity has only a slight effect on the length of the solar day, 
while the obliquity of the ecliptic makes it shorter than the 
average. On June 21 the effect of the eccentricity is to 
make the solar day shorter than the average, while the effect 
of the obliquity of the ecliptic is to make it longer than the 
average. At the autumnal equinox the eccentricity has 
only a slight importance and the obliquity of the ecliptic 
makes the solar day shorter than the average. 

The two influences together give the following result: 
The longest day in the year, from noon to noon by the sun, 
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is about December 22, after which the solar day decreases 
continually in length until about the 26th of March; it 
then increases in length until about June 21; then it decreases 
in length until the shortest day in the year is reached on 
September 17; and then it increases in length continually 
until December 22. On December 22 the solar day is about 
4 minutes and 26 seconds of mean solar time [Art. 108] 
longer than the sidereal; on March 26 it is 3 minutes and 
38 seconds longer; on June 21 it is 4 minutes 9 seconds 
longer; and on September 17 it is 3 minutes and 35 seconds 
longer. The combined results are shown by the full line in 
Fig. 63. The difference in length between the longest and 
the shortest day in the year is, therefore, about 51 seconds of 
mean solar time. While this difference for most purposes 
is not important in a single day, it accumulates and gives 
rise to what is known as the equation of time (Art. 109). 

It might seem that it would be sensible for astronomers to 
neglect the differences in the lengths of the solar days, 
especially tis the change in length from one day to the next 
is very small. Only an accurate clock woukl show the dis¬ 
parity in their lengths, and their slight differences would be 
of no importance in ordinary affairs. But if astronomers 
should use the rotation of the earth with respect to the 
sun as defining c^qual intervals of time, they would be 
employing a varying standard and they would find apparent 
irregularities in the revolution of the earth and in all other 
celestial motions which they could not bring under any fixed 
laws. This illustrates the extreme sensitiveness of astro¬ 
nomical theories to even slight errors. 

108. Mean Solar Time. — Since the ordinary activities 
of mankind are dependent largely upon the period of day¬ 
light, it is desirable for practical purposes to have a unit of 
time based in some way upon the rotation of the earth with 
respect to the sun. On the other hand, it is undesirable to 
have a unit of variable length. Consequently, the mean 
solar day, which has the average length of all the solar days 
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of the year, is introduced. In sidereal tim6 its length is 
24 hours, 3 minutes, and 56,555 seconds. 

The mean solar day is divided into 24 mean solar hours, 
the hours into 60 mean solar minutes, and the minutes into 
60 mean solar seconds. These are the hours, minutes, and 
seconds in common use, and ordinary timepieces are made 
to keep mean solar time as accurately as possible. It would 
be very difficult, if not impossible, to construct a clock that 
would keep true solar time with any high degree of precision. 

109. The Equation of Time. — The difference between the 
true solar time and the mean solar time of a place is called 
the equation of time. It is taken with such an algebraic sign 
that, when it is added to the mean solar time, the true solar 
time is obtained:^ 

The date on which noon by mean solar time and true solar 
time shall coincide is arbitrary, but it is so chosen that the 



Fig. 64. — The equation of time. 


differences between the times in the two systems shall be 
as small as possible. On the 24th of December the equation 
of time is zero. It then becomes negative and increases 
numerically until February II, when it amounts to about 
—14 minutes and 25 seconds; it then increases and passes 
through zero about April 15, after which it becomes positive 
and reaches a value of 3 minutes 48 seconds on May 14; 
it then decreases and passes through zero on June 14 and 
becomes —6 minutes and 20 seconds on July 26; it then 

1 This is the present practice of the American Ephemeris and Nautical 
Almanac; it was formerly the opposite. 
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increasea and pasaes through zero on September 1 and 
becomes 16 minutes and 21 seconds on November 2, after 
which it continually decreases until December 24. The 
results are given graphically in Fig. 64. The dates may 
vary a day or two from those given because of the leap year, 
and the amounts by a few seconds because of the shifting of 
the datas. 

Some interesting results follow from the equation of time. 
For example, on December 24 the equation of time is zero, 
but the solar day is about 30 seconds longer than the mean 
solar day. Consequently, the next day the sun will be about 
30 seconds slow; that is, noon by the mean solar clock has 
shifted about 30 seconds with respect to the sun. As the 
sun has just passed the winter solstice, the period from sun¬ 
rise to sunset for the northern hemisphere of the earth is 
slowly increasing, the exact amount depending upon the 
latitude. For latitude 40° N. the gain in the forenoon result¬ 
ing from the earlier rising of the sun is less than the loss 
from the shifting of the time of the noon. Consequently, 
almanacs will sliow that the forenoons are getting shorter 
at this time of the year, although the whole period between 
sunrise and sunset is increasing. The difference in the 
lengths of the forenoons and afternoons may accumulate 
until it amounts to nearly half an hour. 

110. Standard Time. — The mean solar time of a place 
is called its local time. All places having the same longitude 
have the same local time, but places having different longi¬ 
tudes have different local times. The circumference of the 
earth is nearly 25,000 miles and 15° correspond to a difference 
of one hour in local time. Consequently, at the earth^s 
equator, 17 miles in longitude give a difference of about one 
minute in local time. In latitudes 40° to 45° north or south 
13 to 12 miles in longitude give a difference of one minute 
in local time. 

If every place along a railroad extending east and west 
should keep its own local time, th6re would be endless oon- 

N 
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fusion and great danger in running trains. In order to avoid 
these difficulties, it has been agreed that all places whose 
local times do not differ more than half an hour from that of 
some convenient meridian shall use the local time of that 
meridian. Thus, while the extreme difference in local time 
of places using the local time of the same meridian may be 
about an hour, neither of them differs more than about half 
an hour from its standard time. In this manner a strip of 
country about 750 miles wide in latitudes 35° to 45° uses 
the same time, and the next strip of the same width an hour 
different, and so on. The local time of the standard meridian 
of each strip is the standard time of that strip. 

At present standard time is in use in nearly every civilized 
part of the earth. The United States and British America 
are of such great extent in longitude that it is necessary to 
use four hours of standard time. The eastern portion uses 
what is called Eastern Time. It is the local time of the 
meridian 5 hours west of Greenwich. This meridian runs 
through Philadelphia, and in this city local time and standard 
time are identical. At places east of this meridian it is later 
by local time than by standard time, the difference being 
one minute for 12 or 13 miles. At places west of this meridian, 
but in the Eastern Time division, it is earher by local time 
than by standard time. The next division to the westward 
is called Central Time. It is the local time of the meridian 
6 hours west of Greenwich, which passes through St. Louis. 
The next time division is called Mountain Time. It is the 
local time of the meridian 7 hours west of Greenwich. This 
meridian passes through Denver. The last time division 
is called Pacific Time. It is the local time of the meridian 
8 hours west of Greenwich. This meridian passes about 100 
miles east of San Francisco. 

If the exact divisions were used, the boundaries between 
one time division and the next would be 7°.5 east and west of 
the standard meridian. As a matter of fact, the boundaries 
are quite irregular, depending upon the convenience of 
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railroads, and they are frequently somewhat altered. The 
change in time is nearly always made at the end of a railway 
division; for, obviously, it would be unwise to have rail¬ 
road time change during the run of a given train crew. As 
a result the actual boundaries of the several time divisions 
are quite irregular and vary in many cases radically from the 



ideal standard divisions. Moreover, many towns near the 
borders of the time zones do not use standard time. 

111. The Distribution of Time. — The accurate deter¬ 
mination of time and its distribution are of much impor¬ 
tance. There are several methods by which time may be 
determined, but the one in common use is to observe the 
transits of stars across the meridian and thus to obtain the 
sidereal time. From the mathematical theory of the earth's 
motion it is then possible to compute the mean solar time. 
It might be supposed that it would be easier to find mean 
solar time by observing the transit of the sun across the 
meridian, but this is not true. In the first place, it is much 
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more difficult to determine the exact time of the transit 
of the sun^s center than it is to determine the time of the 
transit of a star; and, in the second place, the sun crosses the 
meridian but once in 24 hours, while many stars may be 
observed. In the third place, observations of the sun give 
true solar time instead of mean solar time, and the com¬ 
putation necessary to reduce from one to the other is as diffi¬ 
cult as it is to change from sidereal time to mean solar time. 

It remains to explain how thne is distributed from the 
places where the observations are made. In most countries 
the time service is under the control of the government, 
and the time signals are sent out from the national observa¬ 
tory. For example, in the United States, the chief source 
of time for railroads and commercial purposes is the Naval 
Observatory, at Georgetown Heights, Washington, D.C. 
There are three high-grade clocks keeping standard time 
at this observatory. Their errors are found from observations 
of the stars; and after applying corrections for these errors, 
the mean of the three clocks is taken as giving the true 
standard time for the successive 24 hours. At 5 minutes 
before noon, Eastern Tinoie, the Western Union Telegraph 
Company and the Postal Telegraph Company suspend their 
ordinary business and throw their lines into electrical con¬ 
nection with the standard clock at the Naval Observatory. 
The connection is arranged so that the sounding key makes 
a stroke every second during the 5 minutes preceding noon 
except the twenty-ninth second of each minute, the last 5 
seconds of the fourth minute, and the last 10 seconds of the 
fifth minute. This gives many opportunities of determin¬ 
ing the error of a clock. To simplify matters, clocks are 
connected so as to be automatically regulated by these 
signals, and there are at present more than 30,000 of them 
in use in this country. The time signals are sent out from 
the Naval Observatory with an error usually less than 0.2 
of a second; but frequently this is considerably increased 
when a system of relays must be used to reach great distances. 
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These noon signals also operate time balls in 18 ports in 
the United States. This device for furnishing time, cliiefly 
to boat captains, consists of a large ball which is dropped at 
noon, Eastern Time, from a considerable height at con¬ 
spicuous points, by means of electrical connection with the 
Naval Observatory. 

Time for the extreme western part of the United States 
is distributed from the Mare Island Navy Yard in California; 
and besides, a number of' college observatories have been 
furnishing time to particular railroad systems. Naturally 
most observatories regularly determine time for their own 
use, though with the accurate distribution of time from 
Washington the need for this work is disappearing except 
in certain special problems of star positions. 

112. Civil and Astronomical Days. — The civil day begins 
at midnight, for then business is ordinarily suspended and 
the date can be changed with least inconvenience. The 
astronomical day of the same date begins at noon, 12 hours 
later; because, if the change were made at midnight, astron¬ 
omers might find it necessary to change the date in the 
midst of a set of observations. It is true that many observa¬ 
tions of the sun and some other bodies are made in the day¬ 
time, but of course most observational work is done at night. 
The hours of the astronomical day are numbered up to 24, 
just as in the case of sidereal time. 

113. Place of Change of Date. — If one should start at 
any point on the earth and go entirely around it westward, 
the number of times the sun would cross his meridian would 
•be one less than it would have been if he had stayed at home. 
Since it would be very inconvenient for him to use fractional 
dates, he would count his day from midnight to midnight, 
whatever his longitude, and correct the increasing difference 
from the time of his starting point by arbitrarily changing 
his date one day forward at some point in his journey. That 
is, he would omit one date and day of the week from his 
reckoning. the other hand, if he were going around the 
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earth eastward, he would give two days the same date and 
day of the week. The change is usually made at the 180th 
Tnprirlifl.n from Greenwich. This is a particularly fortunate 
selection, for the 180th meridian scarcely passes through any 
land surface at all, and then only small islands. One can 
easily see how troublesome matters would be if the change 
were made at a meridian passing through a thicldy popu¬ 
lated region, say the meridian of Greenwich. On one side 



Fig. 60. — The change-of-date line. 


of it people would have a certain day and date, for example, 
Monday, December 24, and on the other aide of it a day 
later, Tuesday, December 25. 

The place of actual change of date does not strictly follow 
the 180th meridian from Greenwich, for travelers, going 
eastward from Europe, lose half a day, while those going 
westward from Europe and America arrive in the same 
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longitude with a gain of half a day; hence their dates differ 
by one day. The change-of-date line is shown in Fig, 66. 

114. The Sidereal Year. — The sidereal year is the time 
required for the sun apparently to move from any position 
with respect to the stars, as seen from the earth, around to 
the same position again. Perhaps it is better to say that it 
is the time required for the earth to make a complete revolu¬ 
tion around the sun, directions from the sun being deter¬ 
mined by the positions of the stars. Its length in mean 
solar time is 365 days, 6 hours, 9 minutes, 9.54 seconds, or 
just a little more than 365.25 days. 

116. The Anomalistic Year. — The anomalistic year is 
the time required for the earth to move from the perihelion 
of its orbit around to the perihelion again. If the perihelion 
point were fixed, this period would equal the sidereal year. 
But the attraction of the other planets causes the perihelion 
point to move forward at such a rate that it completes a 
revolution in about 108,000 years; and the consequence is 
that the anomalistic year is a little longer than the sidereal 
year. It follows from the period of its revolution that the 
perihelion point advances about 12^' annually. Since the 
earth moves, on the average, about a degree daily, it takes it 
about 4 minutes and 40 seconds of time to move 12". The 
actual length of the anomalistic year in mean solar time is 
365 days, 6 hours, 13 minutes, 53.01 seconds. 

116. The Tropical Year. — The tropical year is the time 
required for the sun to move from a tropic around to the 
same tropic again; or, better for practical determination, 
from an equinox to the same equinox again. Since the 
equinoxes regress about 50".2 annually, the tropical year is 
about 20 minutes shorter than the sidereal year. Its actual 
length in mean solar time is 365 days, 5 hours, 48 minutes, 
45.92 seconds. 

The seasons depend upon the sun's place with respect 
to the equinoxes. Consequently, if the seasons are always 
to occur at the same time according to the calendar, the 
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tropical year must be used. This is, indeed, the year in 
common use and, unless otherwise specified, the term year 
means the tropical year. 

117. The Calendar. — In very ancient times the calendar 
was based largely on the motions of the moon, whose phases 
determined the times of religious ceremonies. The moon 
does not make an integral number of revolutions in a year, 
and hence it was occasionally necessary to interpolate a 
month in order to keep the year in harmony with the seasons. 

The week was another division of time used in antiquity. 
The number of days in this period was undoubtedly based 
upon the number of moving celestial bodies which were then 
known. Thus, Sunday was the sun’s day; Monday, the 
moon’s day; Tuesday, Mars’ day; Wednesday, Mercury’s 
day; Thursday, Jupiter’s day; Friday, Venus’s day; and 
Saturday, Saturn’s day. The names of the days of the 
week, when traced back to the tongues from which English 
has been derived, show that these were their origins. 

In the year 46 b.c. the Roman calendar, which had 
fallen into a state of great confusion, was reformed by 
Julius Csesar under the advice of an Alexandrian astronomer, 
Sosigenes. The new system, called the Julian Calendar, 
was entirely independent of the moon; in it there were 3 
years of 365 days each and then one year, the leap year, of 
366 days. This mode of reckoning, which makes the aver¬ 
age year consist of 365.25 days, was put into effect at the 
beginning of the year 45 b.c. 

It is seen from the length of the tropical year, which was 
given in Art. 116, that this system of calculation involves a 
small error, averaging 11 minutes and 14 seconds yearly. 
In the course of 128 years the Julian Calendar gets one day 
behind. To remedy this small error, in 1582, Pope Gregory 
XIII introduced a slight change. Ten days were omitted 
from that year by making October 15 follow immediately 
after October 4, and it was decreed that 3 leap years out of 
every 4 centuries should henceforth be omitted. This again 
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is not quite exact, for the Julian Calendar ^etw behind 3 
days in 3 X 128 = 384 years instead of 400 yt^ars; yet 
the error does not amount to a day until aftei' mort^ than 3300 
years have elapsed. 

To simplify the application, every yt*ar whose date 
number is exactly divisible by 4 is a h^ap y(*ar, it is 

exactly divisible by 100. Those years whose dat.i^ uiiiuberH 
are divisible by 100 arc not leap yeai's unless th(\y an^ i»xa(dly 
divisible by 400, when they are leap years. Of course^ thci 
error which still remains could be further redu(^(^d by a rule 
for the leap years when the date number is exactly divisibh^ 
by 1000, but there is no iiumediaU^ need for it. 

The calendar originated and introduced by Popi^ (Iregory 
XIII in 1582, and known os the Gregorian C'alendar, is now 
in use in all civilized countries excerpt lliissia and GretMie, 
although it was not adopted in England until 1752. At that 
time 11 days had to be omitted from the ytvir, (?ausing (!on- 
siderable disturbance, for many p(^opIe imagim^d th(\y wi*n^ 
in some way being cheated out of that much iim(^ The 
Julian Calendar is now 13 days behind the Gri^gorian (Calen¬ 
dar. The Julian Calendar is called Old Style (O.S.), and 
the Gregorian, New Style (N.S.). 

In certain astronomical work, such as the diH(uiHision of the 
observations of variable stars, wherti tht^ differenei^ in tinn^ of 
the occurrence of phenomcma is a point of much ini(?r(^st, the 
Julian Day is used. The Julian Day is simply tlie number 
of the day counting forward from January 1, 4713 juj. This 
particular date from which to count time was (diosen bi^^ause 
that year was the first year in several sul^sidiary (jyclcis, 
which will not be considered here. 

118. Finding the Day of the Week on Any Date. — An 
ordinary year of 365 days consists of 52 weeks and one day, 
and a leap year consists of 62 weeks and 2 days. (k)nHO- 
quently, in succeeding years the same date falls one day 
later in the week except when a twenty-ninth of February 
intervenes; \md in this case it is two days later. These 
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facts give the basis for determining the day of the week on 
which any date falls, after it has been given in a particular 
year. 

Consider first the problem of finding the day of the week 
on which January 1 falls. In the year 1900 January 1 fell 
on Monday. To fix the ideas, consider the question for 
1915. If every year had been an ordinary year, January 1 
coming one day later in the week in each succeeding year, 
it would have fallen, in 1915, 15 days, or 2 weeks and one 
day, after Monday; that is, on Tuesday. But, in the 
meantime there were 3 leap years, namely, 1904, 1908, 
and 1912, which put the date 3 additional days forward in 
the week, or on Friday. Similarly, it is seen in general 
that the rule for finding the day of the week on which 
January 1 falls in any year of the present century is to take 
the number of the year in the century (15 in the example 
just treated), add to it the number of leap years which have 
passed (which is given by dividing the number of the year 
by 4 and neglecting the remainder), divide the result by 
7 to eliminate the number of weeks which have passed, and 
finally, count forward from Monday the number of days 
given by the remainder. For example, in 1935 the number 
of the year is 35, the number of leap years is 8, the sum of 
35 and 8 is 43, and 43 divided by 7 equals 6 with the remain¬ 
der of 1. Hence, in 1935, January 1 will be one day later 
than Monday; that is, it will faU on Tuesday. 

In order to find the day of the week on which any date of 
any year falls, find first the day of the week on which Janu¬ 
ary 1 falls; then take the day of the year, which can be 
obtained by adding the number of days in the year up to the 
date in question, and divide this by 7; the remainder is the 
number of days that must be added to that on which Janu¬ 
ary 1 falls in order to obtain the day of the week. For 
example, consider March 21, 1935. It has been found that 
January 1 of this year falls on Tuesday. There are 79 days 
from January 1 to March 21 in ordinary years. If 79 is 
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divided by 7, the quotient is 11 with the remainder of 2. 
Consequently, March 21, 1936, falls 2 days after Tuesday, 
that is, on Thursday, 


IX. QUESTIONS 

1. Give three examples where intervals of time in which you 
have had many and varied intellectual experiences now seem longer 
than ordinary intervals of the some length. Have you had any con¬ 
tradictory experiences ? 

2. If the sky were always covered with clouds, how should we 
measure time ? 

3. What is your sidereal time to-day at 8 p.m. ? 

4. What would bo the relations of solar time to sidereal time if 
the earth rotated in the opposite direction ? 

6. What is the length of a sidereal day expressed in mean solar 
time? 

6. What is the standard time of a place whose longitude is 85® 
west of Greenwich when its local time is 11 a.m. ? 

7. What is the Iqcal time of a place whose longitude is 112® west 
of Greenwich when its standard time is 8 p.m. ? 

8. Suppose a person were able to travel around the earth in 2 
days ; what would bt^ the lengths of his days and nights if he traveled 
from east' to west ? From west to east ? 

9. If the sidereal year were in ordinary use, how long before 
Christmas would occur when the sun is at the vernal equinox? 

10. On what days of the week will your birthday fall for the next 
12 years? 
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THE MOON 

119. The Moon^s apparent Motion among the Stars. — 
The apparent motion of the moon can be determined by 
observation without any particular reference to its actual 
motion. In fact, the ancient Greeks observed the moon 
with great care and learned most of the important pecul¬ 
iarities of its apparent motion, but they did not know its 
distance from the earth and had no accurate ideas of the 
character of its orbit. The natural method of procedure is 
first to find what the appearances are, and from them to 
infer the actual facts. 

The moon has a diurnal motion westward which is pro¬ 
duced, of course, by the eastward rotation of the earth. 
Every one is familiar with the fact that it rises in the east, 
goes across the sky westward, and sets in the west. Those 
who have observed it except in the most casual way, have 
noticed that it rises at various points on the eastern horizon, 
crosses the meridian at various altitudes, and sets at various 
points on the western horizon. They have also noticed that 
the interval between its successive passages across the 
meridian is somewhat more than 24 hours. 

Observations of the moon for two or three hours wiU show 
that it is moving eastward among the stars. When its path 
is 'Carefully traced out during a whole revolution, it is found 
that its apparent orbit is a great circle which is inclined to 
the ecliptic at an angle of 6® 9'. The point at which the 
moon, in its motion eastward, crosses the ecliptic from south 
to north is called the ascending node of its orbit, and the 
point where it crosses the ecliptic from north to south is, 
called the descending node of its orbit. The attraction of the 

188 
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sun for the moon causes the nodes continually to regress on 
the ecliptic; that is, in successive revolutions the moon 
crosses the ecliptic farther and farther to the west. The 
period of revolution of the line of nodes is 18.6 years. 

120. The Moon’s Synodical and Sidereal Periods. — The 
synodical period of the moon is the time required for it to 
move from any apparent position with respect to the sun 
back to the same position again. The most accurate means 
of determining this period is by comparing ancient and 
modern eclipses of the sun; for, at the time of a solar eclipse, 
the moon is exactly between the earth and the sun. The 
advantages of this metliod arc that, in the first place, at the 
epochs used the exact positions of the moon with respect to 
the sun are known; and, in the second place, in a long inter¬ 
val during which the moon has made hundreds or even 
thousands of revolutions around the earth, the errors in the 
determinations of the exact times of the eclipses are rela¬ 
tively unimportant because they are divided by the number 
of revolutions the moon has performed. It has been found 
in this way that the synodical period of the moon is 29 days, 
12 hours, 44 minutes, and 2.8 seconds; or 29.530588 days, 
with an uncertainty of less than one tenth of a second. 

The sidereal period of the moon is the time required for 
it to move from any apparent position with respect to the 
stars back to the same position again. This period can be 
found by direct observations; or, it can be computed from 
the synodical period and the period of the earth’s revolution 
around the sun. Let S represent the moon’s synodical 
period, M its sidereal period, and E the period of the earth’s 
revolution around the sun, all expressed in the same units as, 
for example, days. Then 1/M is the fraction of a revolution 
that the moon moves eastward in one day, 1/E is the fraction 
of a revolution that the sun moves eastward in one day, 
and 1/M- 1/ is, therefore, the fraction of a revolution that 
the moon gains on the sun in its eastward motion in one day. 
Since the moon gains one complete revolution on the sun in 
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S days, 1/S is also the fraction of a revolution the moon 
gains on the sun in one day. Hence it follows that 


1 _ 

S M E' 


from which M can be computed when S and E are known. 

It is easy to see that the synodical period is longer than 
the sidereal. Suppose the sun, moon, and certain stars are 
at a given instant in the same straight line as seen from the 
earth. After a certain number of days the moon will have 
made a sidereal revolution and the sun will have moved east¬ 
ward among the stars a certain number of degrees. Since 
additional time is required for the moon to overtake it, the 
synodical period is longer than the sidereal. 

It has been found by direct observations, and also by the 
equation above, that the moon's sidereal period is 27 days, 
7 hours, 43 minutes, and 11.5 seconds, or 27.32166 days. 
When the period of the moon is referred to, the sidereal 
period is meant unless otherwise stated. 

The periods which have been given are averages, for the 
moon departs somewhat from its elliptical orbit, primarily 
because of the attraction of the sun, and to a lesser extent 
because of the oblateness of the earth and the attractions of 
the planets. The variations from the average are sometimes 
quite appreciable, for the perturbations, as they ore called, 
may cause the moon to depart from its undisturbed orbit 
about 1°.5, and may cause its period of revolution to vary by 
as much as 2 hours. 


121. The Phases of the Moon. — The moon shines en¬ 
tirely by reflected sunlight, and consequently its appearance 
l^seen from the earth depends upon its position relative to 
Figure 67 shows eight positions of the moon in its 
the sun's rays coming from the right in lines which 
are essefflally parallel because of the great distance of the 
sun. The left-hand side of the earth is the night side, and 
similarly the^^de of the moon is the dark side. 
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The small circles whose centers are on the large circle 
around the earth as a center show the illuminated and un¬ 
illuminated parts of the moon as they actually are; the 
accompanying small circles just outside of the large circle 
show the moon as 
it is seen from the- 
earth. For example, 
when the moon is 
at Ml between the 
earth and sun, its O 
dark side is toward 
the earth. In this 
position it is said to 
be in co7ijunctionf 

and the phase is new. 

At M 2 half of the — Exphmution of the moon’a phases. 

illuminated part of the moon can be seen from the earth, and 
it is in the fird quarter. In this position the moon is said 
to be m quadrature. Between the new moon and the first 
quarter the illuminated part of the moon as seen from the 
earth is of crescent shape, and its convex side is turned 
toward the sun. 

When the moon is at Ms the illuminated side is toward the 
earth. It is then in opposition, and the phase is fidl. If an 
observer were at the sunset point on the earth, the sun 
would be setting in the west and the full moon would be 
rising in the east. At M^ the moon is again in quadrature, 
and the phase is third quarter. 

To summarize: The moon is new when it has the same 
right ascension as the sun; it is at the first quarter when 
its right ascension is 6 hours greater than that of the sm|||P^ 
it is full when its right ascension is 12 hours grea^^|Blm 
that of the sun; and it is at the third quarter whQjjJPKight 
ascension is 18 hours greater than that of the sun. 



It is observed from the diagram that the earth would 
have phases if seen from the moon. V the moon is 
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new, as seen from the earth, the earth would be full as seen 
from the moon. The phases of the earth corresponding to 

every other position of 
the moon can be inferred 
from the diagram. The 
phases of the moon and 
earth are supplementary; 
that is, the illuminated 
portion of the moon as 
seen from the earth plus 
the illuminated portion of 
the earth as seen from the 
moon always equals 180°. 
When the moon is nearly 
new, and, consequently, 
the earth nearly full as 
seen from the moon, the 
dark side of the moon is 
somewhat illuminated by sunlight reflected from the earth, 
as is shown in Fig. 68. 

122. The diurnal Circles of the Moon. — Suppose first 
that the moon moves along the ecliptic and consider its 
diurnal circles. Since they are parallel to the celestial 
w 

o* 

-/o* 

-JO" 

equator (if the motion of the moon in declination between 
rising and setting is neglected), it is sufficient, in view of the 
discussion of the sun^s diurnal circles (Art. 58), to give the 
places where the moon crosses the meridian. Let FAF, 
Fig. 69, represent the celestial equator spread out on a plane, 
and VSAWV the ecliptic. Suppose, for example, that the 
time of the year is March 21. Then the sun is at 7. If 
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the moon is new, it is also at 7, because at this phase it has 
the same right ascension as the sun. Since V is on the celes¬ 
tial equator, the moon crosses the meridian at an altitude 
equal to 90° minus the latitude of the observer. In this 
case it rises in the east and sets in the west. But if the moon 
is at first quarter on March 21, it is at Sf because at this 
phase it is 6 hours east of the sun. It is then 23°.5 north 
of the equator, and, consequently, it crosses the meridian 
23°.5 above the equator. In this case it rises north of east 
and sets north of west. If the moon is full, it is at .A, and 
if it is in the third quarter, it is at W. In the fonner case it 
is on the equator and in the latter 23°.5 south of it. 

Suppose the sun is at the summer solstice, S. Then it 
rises in the northeast, crosses the meridian 23°.5 north of 
the equator, and sets in the northwest. At the same time 
the full moon is at T7, it rises in the southeast, crosses the 
meridian 23°.5 south of the equator, and sets in the south¬ 
west. That is, when sunshine is most abundant, the light 
from the full moon is the least. On the other hand, when 
the sun is at the winter solstice W, the full moon is at S 
and gives the most light. The other positions of the sun 
and moon can be treated similarly. 

Suppose the ascending node of the moon^s orbit is at the 
vernal equinox (Fig. 70), and consider the_ altitude at which 
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Fiq. 70. — Aaoending node of the moon’s orbit nt tho vemtvl equinox. 


the moon crosses the meridian when full at the time of the 
winter solstice. The sun is at W and the full moon is in its 
orbit 6° 9' north of S. If the latitude of the observer is 40®, 
the moon then crosses his meridian at an altitude of 60® + 
23®.5 + 5® = 78®.5. That is, under these circumstances the 
0 
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fiill moon crosses the meridian higher in the winter time 
than it would if its orbit were coincident with the ecliptic. 
On the other hand, in the summer time, when the sun is at 
S and the full moon is at lY, the moon crosses the equator 
farther south than it would if it were on the ecliptic. Under 
these circumstances there is more moonlight in the winter 
and less in the summer than there would be if the moon 
were always on the ecliptic. 

Now suppose the descending node is at V and the ascend¬ 
ing node is at A, Fig. 71. Under these circumstances the full 



Fig. 71. — AscendiDg node of the moon’s orbit at the autumnal equinox. 


moon crosses the meridian lower in the winter than it would 
if it moved along the ecliptic. The opposite is true when 
the sun is at ;S in the summer. Of course, the ascending 
node of the moon’s orbit might be at any other point on 
the ecUptic. 

It is clear from this discussion that when the sun is on 
the part of the ecliptic south of the equator, the full’ moon 
is near the part of the ecliptic which is north of the equator, 
and ince versa. Therefore, when there is least sunlight there 
is most moonlight, and there is the greatest amount of moon¬ 
light • when the moon’s ascending node is at the vernal 
equinox. When it is continuous night at a pole of the earth, 
the gloom is partly dispelled by the moon which is above the 
horizon that half of the month in which it passes from its 
first to its third quarter. 

123. The Distance of the Moon. — One method of deter¬ 
mining the distance of the moon is by observing the differ¬ 
ence in its directions as seen from two points on the earth’s 
surface, as Oi and Oz in Fig. 72. Suppose, for simplicity, 
that Oi and O 2 are on the same meridian, and that the moon 



OH, VII, 123] 


THE MOON 


196 


is in the plane of that meridian. The observer at Oi finds 
that the moon is the angular distance ZiOiM south of his 
zenith; and the observer at O 2 finds that it is the angular 
distance Z^O^M north of his zenith. Since the two observ¬ 
ers know their latitudes, they !:now the angle OiEO^y and 
consequently, the angles EO 1 O 2 and EO 2 O 1 , By subtract¬ 
ing ZiOiM plus E 0 i 02 and ^ 202 ^ plus EO 2 O 1 from 180°, 
the angles MO 1 O 2 and ^“0201 are obtained. Since the size 
of the earth is known, the distance OA can be found. Then, 
in the triangle O 1 MO 2 two angles and the included side are 
known, and all the other parts of the triangle can be com¬ 
puted by trigonometry. Suppose OiM has been found; 



then, in tlie triangle EOiM two sides and the included angle 
are known, and the distance EM can be computed. In 
general, the relations and observations will not be so simple 
as those assumed here, but in no case are serious mathe¬ 
matical or observational difiiculties encountered. It is to 
be noted that the result obtained is not guesswork, but 
that it is based on measurements, and that it is in reality 
given by measurements in the same sense that a distance 
on the surface of the earth may be obtained by measure¬ 
ment. The percentage of error in the determination of the 
moon’s distance is actually much less than that in most of 
the ordinary distances on the surface of the earth. 
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The mean distance from the center of the earth to the 
center of the moon has been found to be 238,862 miles, and 
the circumference of its orbit is therefore 1,500,818 miles. 
On dividing the circumference by the moon^s sidereal period 
expressed in hours, it is found that its orbital velocity aver¬ 
ages 2288.8 miles per hour, or about 3357 feet per second. 

A body at the surface of the earth falls about 16 feet the 
first second; at the distance of the moon, which is approxi¬ 
mately 60 times the radius of the earth, it would, therefore, 
fall 16 60^ = 0.0044 feet, because the earth^s attraction 

varies inversely as the square of the distance from its center. 
Therefore, in going 3357 feet, or nearly two thirds of a mile, 
the moon deviates from a straight-line path only about 3 ^* 5 - 
of an inch. 

124. The Dimensions of the Moon. — The mean apparent 
diameter of the moon is 31' 5".2. Since its distance is 
known, its actual diameter can be computed. It is found 
that the distance straight through the moon is 2160 miles, 
or a little greater than one fourth the diameter of the earth. 
Since the surfaces of spheres are to each other as the squares 
of their diameters, it is found that the surface area of the 
earth is 13.4 times that of the moon; and since the volumes 
of spheres are to each other as the cubes of their diameters, 
it is found that the volume of the earth is 49.3 times that 
of the moon. 

It has been stated that the mean apparent diameter of 
the moon is 31' 5".2. The apparent diameter of the moon 
varies both because its distance from the center of the earth 
varies, and also because when the moon is on the observer's 
meridian, he is nearly 4000 miles nearer to it than when 
it is on his horizon. In the observations of other celestial 
objects the small distance of 4000 miles makes no appre¬ 
ciable difference in their appearance; but, since the dis¬ 
tance from the eai^th to the moon is, in round numbers, only 
240,000 miles, the radius of the earth is ^ of the whole 
amount. 
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In spite of the fact that the moon is nearer the observer 
when it is on his meridian than when it is on his horizon, 
every one has noticed that it appears largest when near 
the horizon and smallest. when near the meridian. The 
reason that the moon appears to us to be larger when it is 
near the horizon is that then intervening objects give us the 
impression that it is very distant, and this influences our 
unconscious estimate of its size. 

126. The Moon’s Orbit with Respect to the Earth.— 
The moon’s distance from the earth varies from about 
225,746 miles to 251,978 miles, causing a corresponding 
variation in its apparent diameter. Its orbit is an ellipse, 
having an eccentricity of 0.0549, except for slight deviations 
due to the attractions of the sun, planets, and the equatorial 
bulge of the earth. The moon moves around the earth, 
which is at one of the foci of its elliptical orbit, in such a 
manner that the line joining it to the earth sweeps over 
equal areas in equal intervals of time. This statement re¬ 
quires a slight con*ection because of the perturbations pro¬ 
duced by the attractions of the sun and planets. The 
point in the moon’s orbit which is nearest the earth is called 
its 'perigee^ and the farth(*st point is called its apogee, 

126. The Moon’s Orbit with Respect to the Sun. — The 
distance from the earth to the sun is about 400 times that 
from the earth to tlu^ moon. Consequently, the oscillations 
of the moon back and forth across the earth’s orbit as the 
two bodies pursue their motion around the sun arc so small 
that they can hardly be represented to scale in a diagram. 
As a consequence of the relative nearness of the moon and 
its comparatively long period, its orbit is always concave 
toward the sun. If the orbit of the moon were at any time 
convex toward the sun, it would be when it is moving from 
a position between the earth and sun to opposition, that 
is, from A to B, Fig, 73. It takes 14 days for the moon 
to move from the former position to the latter, and during 
this time its distance from the sun increases by about 480,000 
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miles; but, in the meantime, the earth moves forward 
about 14° in its orbit from P to C, and it, therefore, is drawn 
by the sun away from the straight line PT in which it was 
originally moving by a distance, of about 3,000,000 miles. 



That is, in the 14 days the moon actually moves in toward 
the sun away from the original line of the earth's motion 
3,000,000 — 480,000 — 2,520,000 miles, and its orbit, which 
is represented by the broken line, is, therefore, concave toward 
the sun at every point. 

As a matter of fact, it is the center of gravity of the earth 
and moon which describes what is called the earth's ellip¬ 
tical orbit around the sun, and the earth and moon both 
describe ellipses around this point as it moves on in its ellip¬ 
tical path aroimd the sun. Since the earth's mass is very 
large compared to that of the moon, as will be seen in Art. 
127, the center of the earth is always very near the center 
of gravity of the two bodies. 

127. The Mass of the Moon. — Although the moon is 
comparatively near the earth, its mass cannot be obtained so 
easily as that of many other objects farther away. 

One of the best methods of finding the mass of the moon 
depends upon the fact that the center of gravity of the 
earth and moon describes an elliptical orbit around the sun 
in accordance with the law of areas. Sometimes the earth 
is ahead of the center of gravity, and at other times behind 
it. When the earth is ahead of the center of gravity the 
sun will be seen behind the position it would apparently 
occupy if it were not for the moon. On the other hand, 
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when the earth is behind the center of gravity, the sun will 
be displaced correspondingly ahead of the position it would 
otherwise apparently occupy. That is, the sun's apparent 
motion eastward among the stars is not strictly in accord¬ 
ance with the law of areas, for it sometimes is a Uttle ahead 
of, and at others a little behind, the position it would have 
except for the moon. From very delicate observations it 
has been found that the sun is displaced in this way about 
6".4. Since the distance of the sun is known, the amount 
of displacement of the earth in miles necessary to produce 
this apparent displacement of the sun can be computed. 
It has been found in this way that the distance of the center 
of gravity of the earth and moon from the center of the earth 
is 2886 miles. 

Now consider the problem of finding the ratio of the mass 
of the earth to that of the moon. In Fig. 74 let E represent 
the earth, C the center 
of gravity of the earth 
and moon, and M the 
moon. Let the distance 
EC be represented by r, 
and the distance EM, 74. - Contor^of^^avity of the o.irth 

which is 238,862 miles, 

by r. Since the mass of the earth multiplied by the distance 
of its center from the center of gravity of the earth and moon 
equals the mass of the moon multiplied by its distance from 
the center of gravity of the earth and moon, it follows that 

X X E = M. 

Since x = 2886 miles and r = 238,862 miles, it is found 
that 

E = 81.8 M, 

In round numbers the mass'of the earth is 80 times that of 
the moon. 

Since the orbit of the moon is inclined 5° 9' to the plane 
of the ecliptic, the earth is sometimes above and sometimes 
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below this plane. This causes an apparent displacement of 
the sun from the ecliptic in the opposite direction. From 
the amount of the apparent displacement of the sun in 
latitude, as determined by observations, and from the in¬ 
clination of the moon’s orbit and the distance of the sun, 
it is possible to compute, just as from the sun’s apparent 
displacement in longitude, the mass of the moon relative to 
that of the earth. 

128. The Rotation of the Moon. — The moon always 
presents the same side toward the earth, and therefore, as 
seen from some point other than the earth or moon, it ro¬ 
tates on its axis once in a sidereal month. For, in Fig. 67, 
when the moon is at Mi a certain part is on the left toward 
the earth, but when it has moved to Ms the same side is on 
the right still toward the earth. Its direction of rotation 
is the same as that of its revolution, or from west to east. 
The plane of its equator is inclined about 1° 32' to the plane 
of the ecliptic, and the two planes always intersect in the 
line of nodes of the moon’s orbit. 

It follows from what has been stated that the moon’s 
sidereal day is the same as its sidereal month, or 27.32166 
mean solar days. Its solar day is of the same length as its 
synodical month, or 29.530588 mean solar days, because its 
synodical month is defined by its position with respect to 
the earth and sun. Other things being equal, the tempera¬ 
ture changes from day to night on the moon would be much 
greater than on the earth because its period of rotation is so 
much longer; but the seasonal changes would be very slight 
because of the small inclination of the plane of its equator 
to the plane of its orbit. 

It is a most remarkable fact that the moon rotates at 
precisely such a rate that it always keeps the same face 
toward the earth. It is infinitely improbable that it was 
started exactly in this way; and, if it were not so started, 
there must have been forces at work which have brought 
about this peculiar relationship. It has been suggested that 
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the explanation lies in the tidal reaction between the earth 
and moon. Since the moon raises tides on the earth, it is 
obvious that the earth also raises tides on the moon unless 
it is absolutely rigid. Since the mass of the earth is more 
than 80 times that of the moon, the tides generated by the 
earth on the moon, other things being equal, would be much 
greater than those generated by the moon on the earth. If 
a body is rotating faster than it revolves, and in the same 
direction, one of the effects of the tides is to slow up its 
rotation and to tend to bring the periods of rotation and 
revolution to an equality. It has been generally believed 
that the tides raised l)y the earth on the moon during mil¬ 
lions of years, part of which time it may have been in a 
plastic state, have brouglit about the condition which now 
exists. There ai*e, howevei*, serious difficulties with this 
explanation (Art. 205), and it seems probable that the earth 
^ and moon are connected by forcu^s not yet understood. 

129. The Librations of the Moon. — The statement that 
the moon always has tlie same side toward the earth is not 
true in the strictest s(mse. It would be true if the planes 
of its orbit and of its e(|uator were the same, and if it moved 
at a perfectly uniform angular velocity in its orbit. 

The inclination of tlie moon’s orbit to the ecliptic averages 
about 5° O', and tlu^ inclination of the moon’s equator to 
the ecliptic is about 1° 32'. The three planes are so related 
that the inclination of the moon’s equator to the plane of 
its orbit is 5® 9' + 1° 32' = 6® 41'. The sun shines alter¬ 
nately over tht^ two i)oles of the earth because of the incli¬ 
nation of the plane of the equator to the plane of the ecliptic. 
Ill a similar manner, if the earth were a luminous body it 
would shine 0° 41' over the moon’s poles. Instead of shin¬ 
ing on them (except by reflected light), the tilting of the 
moon’s axis of rotation enables us to see 6° 41' over the poles. 
This is the lihration in latitude. 

The moon rotates at a uniform rate, — at least the depar¬ 
tures from a uniform rate are absolutely insensible. _It 
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would take inconceivably great forces to make perceptible 
short changes in its rate of rotation. On the other hand, 
the moon revolves around the earth at a non-uniform rate, 
for it moves in such a way that the law of areas is fulfilled. 
Consider the moon starting from the perigee. It takes 
about 6.5 days, or considerably less than one quarter of its 
period, for the moon to revolve through 90®; and, therefore, 
the angle of rotation is considerably less than 90®. The 
result is that the part of the moon on the side toward the 
perigee, that is, the western edge, is brought partially into 
view. On the opposite side of the orbit, the eastern edge of 
the moon is brought partially into view. This is the hbra- 
tion in longitude. 

In addition to this, the moon is not viewed from the earth's 
center. When it is on the horizon, the line from the ob¬ 
server to the moon makes an angle of nearly 1® (the parallax 
of the moon) with that from the earth's center to the moon. 
This enables the observer to see nearly 1® farther around its 
side than he could if it were on his meridian. 

The result of the moon's librations is that there is only 
41 per cent of its surface which is never seen, while 41 per 
cent is always in sight, and 18 per cent of it is sometimes 
visible and sometimes invisible. 

130. The Density and Surface Gravity of the Moon. — 
The volume of the earth is about 50 times that of the moon 
arid its mass is 81.8 times that of the moon. Therefore the 
density of the moon is somewhat less than that of the earth. 
It is found from the relative volumes and masses of the earth 
and moon that the density of the moon on the water stand¬ 
ard is about 3,4, 

If the radius of the moon were the same as that of the 
earth, gravity at its surface would be less than that at 
the surface of the earth; but the small radius of the moon 
tends to increase the attraction at its surface. If its mass 
were the same as that of the earth, its surface gravity would 
be nearly 16 times that of the earth. On taking the two 
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factors together, it is found that the surface gravity of the 
moon is about i that of the earth. That is, a body on 
the earth weighs by spring balances about 6 times as much 
as it would weigh on the moon. 

If a body were thrown up from the surface of the moon 
with a given velocity, it would ascend 6 times as high as it 
would if thrown up from the surface of the earth with the 
same velocity. Perhaps this is the reason why the forces 
to which both the earth and moon have been subjected have 
produced relatively higher elevations on the moon than on 
the earth. Also it would be possible for mountains of a 
given material to be 6 times as high on the moon as on the 
earth before the rock of which they are composed would be 
crushed at the bottom. 

131. The Question of the Moon's Atmosphere. — The 
moon has no atmosphere, or at the most, an excessively rare 
one. Its absence is proved by the fact that, at the time of 
an eclipse of the sun, the moon's limb is perfectly dark and 
sharp, with no apparent distortion of the sun due to refrac¬ 
tion. Similarly, when a star is occulted by the moon, it 
disappears suddenly and not somewhat gradually as it 
would if its light were being more and more extinguished 
by an atmosphere. 

Besides this, if the moon had an atmosphere, its refraction 
would keep a star visible for a little time after it had been 
occulted, just as the earth's atmosphere keeps the sun 
visible about 2 minutes after it has actually set. In a simi¬ 
lar way, the star would become visible a short time before 
the moon had passed out of line with it. The whole effect 
would be to make the time of occultation shorter than it 
would be if there were no atmosphere. 

If the moon had an atmosphere of any considerable 
extent, there would be the effects of erosion on its surface; 
but so far as can be determined, there is no evidence of such 
action. Its surface consists of a barren waste, and it is, 
perhaps, much cracked up because of the extremes of heat 
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and cold to which it is subject. But there is nothing re¬ 
sembling soil except, possibly, volcanic ashes. There can be 
no water on the moon; for, if there were, it would be at least 
partly evaporated, especially in the long day, and form an 
atmosphere. 

One cannot refrain from asking why the moon has no 
atmosphere. It may be that it never had any. But the 
evidence of great surface disturbances makes it not altogether 
improbable that vast quantities of vapors have been emitted 
from its interior. If this is true, they seem to have dis¬ 
appeared. There are two ways in which their disappearance 
can be explained. One is that they have united chemically 
with other elements on the moon. As a possible example of 
such action it may be mentioned that there are vast quan¬ 
tities of oxygen in the roclcs of the earth’s crust, which may, 
perhaps, have been largely derived from the atmosphere. 
The second explanation is that, according to the kinetic 
theory of gases, the moon may have lost its atmosphere by 
the escape of molecule after molecule from its gi’avitative 
control. This might be a relatively rapid process in the case 
of a body having the low velocity of escape of 1.5 miles per 
second (Aii;. 33), especially if its days were so long that its 
surface became highly heated. 

It seems probable, therefore, that the moon could not 
retain an atmosphere if it had one, and that whatever gases 
it may ever have acquired from volcanoes or other sources 
were speedily lost. ’ 

132. The Light and Heat received by the Earth from the 
Moon. — The average distances of the earth and the moon 
from the sim ai’e about the same; and, consequently, the 
earth and the moon receive about equal amounts of light 
and heat per unit area. The amount of light and heat that 
the earth receives from the moon depends upon how much 
the moon receives from the sun, what fraction it reflects, 
its distance from the earth, and its phase. It is easy to see 
that, if all the light the moon receives were reflected, the 
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amount which strikes the earth could be computed for any 
phase as, for example, when the moon is full. It is found by 
taking into account all the factors involved that, if the moon 
were a perfect mirror, it would give the earth, when it is 
full, about Y^foTo much light as the earth receives from 
the sun. As a matter of fact, the moon is by no means a 
perfect reflector, and the amount of light it sends to the 
earth is very much less than this quantity. 

It is not easy to compare moonlight with sunlight by direct 
measurements, and the results obtained by different observ¬ 
ers are somewhat divergent. The measurements of Zoll- 
ner, which are commonly accepted, show that sunlight is 
618,000 times greater than the light received from the full 
moon. Sir John Herschel’s observations gave the notably 
smaller ratio of 465,000. At other phases the moon gives 
not only correspondingly less light, but less than would be 
expected on the basis of the part of the moon illuminated. 
For example, at first quarter the illuminated area is half 
that at full moon, but the amount of light rectnved is less 
than one eighth that at full moon. This ]^henomenon is 
doubtless due to the roughness of the moon^s surface. More¬ 
over, the amount of light received from the moon near first 
quarter is somewhat greater than that received at the cor¬ 
responding phase at third quarter, the difference l)eing due 
to the dark spots on the eastern limb of the moon. On 
taking into consideration the whole month, the average 
amount of light and heat which the moon furnishes the earth 
cannot exceed 2 : 500.000 received from the sun. In 

other terms, the earth receives as much light and heat from 
the sun in 13 seconds as it receives from the moon in the 
course of a whole year. 

133. The Temperature of the Moon. — The temperature 
of the moon depends upon the amount of heat it receives, 
the amount it reflects, and its rate of radiation. About 7 
per cent of the heat which falls on the moon is directly re¬ 
flected, and this has no effect upon its temperature. The 
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remaining 93 per cent is absorbed and raises the tempera¬ 
ture of its surface. The rate of radiation of the moon's 
surface materials for a given temperature is not known be¬ 
cause of the uncertainties of their composition and physi¬ 
cal condition. Nevertheless, it can be determined, at least 
roughly, at the time of a total eclipse of the moon. 

Consider the moon when it is nearly full and just before it 
is eclipsed by passing into the earth's shadow, as at iV, 
Fig. 81, The side toward the earth is subject, to the per¬ 
pendicular rays of the sun and has a higher temperature 
than any other part of its surface. It is easy to measure 
with some approximation the amount of heat received from 
the moon, but it is not easy to determine what part of it is 
reflected and what part is radiated. Now suppose the moon 
passes on into the earth's shadow so that the direct rays of 
the sun are cut off. Then all the heat received from the 
moon is that radiated from a surface recently exposed to the 
sun's rays. This can be measured; and, from the amount 
received and the rate at which it decreases as the eclipse 
continues, it is possible to determine approximately the 
rate at which the moon loses heat by radiation, and from 
this the temperature to which it has been raised. The obser¬ 
vations show that the amount of heat received from the 
moon diminishes very rapidly after the moon passes into 
the earth's shadow. This means that its radiation is very 
rapid and that probably its temperature does not rise very 
high. It doubtless is safe to state that at its maximum it 
is between the freezing. and the boiling points. The recent 
work of Very leads to the conclusion that the surface is 
heated at its highest to a temperature of 200° Fahrenheit. 

It is now possible to get a more or less satisfactory idea 
of the temperature conditions of the moon. It must be 
remembered, in the first place, that its day is 28.5 times as 
long as that of the earth. In the second place, it has no 
atmospheric envelope to keep out the heat in the daytime 
and to retain it at night. Consequently, when the sun rises 
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for a point on the moon, its ray^ continue to beat down 
upon the surface, which is entirely unprotected by clouds or 
air, for more than 14 of our days. During this time the 
temperature rises above the freezing point and it may even 
go up to the boiling point. When the sun sets, the darkness 
of midnight immediately follows because there is no atmos¬ 
phere to produce twilight, and the heat rapidly escapes 
into space. In the course of an hour or two the temperature 
of the surface probably falls below the freezing point, and 
in the course of a day or two it may descend to 100*^ below 
zero. It will either remain there or descend still lower until 
the sun rises again 14 days after it has set. 

The climatic conditions on the moon illustrate in the most 
striking manner the effects of the earth^s atmosphere and 
the consequences of the earth’s short period of rotation. 

134. General surface Conditions on the Moon. — On the 
whole, the surface of the moon is extremely-rough, showing 
no effects of weathering by air or water. It is broken by 
several mountain chains, by numerous isolated mountain 
peaks, and by more than 30,000 observed craters. There 
are several large, comparatively smooth and level areas, 
which were called maria (seas) by Galileo and other early 
observers, and the names are still retained though modem 
instruments show that they not only contain no water but 
are often rather rough. The smooth places are the areas 
which are relatively dark as seen with the unaided eye or 
through a small telescope. For example, the dark patch 
near the bottom of Fig. 75 and a little to the left of the 
center with a rather sharply defined lower edge is known as 
Mare Serenitatis (The Serene Sea). The light line running 
out from the right of it and just under the big crater Coper¬ 
nicus is the Apennine range of mountains. The most con- 
spicuoxis features which are visible with an ordinary invert¬ 
ing telescope are shown on the map, Fig. 76. 

136. The Mountains on the Moon. — There are ten 
ranges of moimtains on the part of the moon which is visible 
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from the earth. The mountains are often extremely slender 
and lofty, in some cases attaining an altitude of more than 
20,000 feet above the plains on which they stand. If the 



Fia. 76. — The moon at 9i days. Pltotograplted at the Ycrkcn Obaervatoru. 


mountains on the earth were -relatively as large, they would 
be more than 15 miles high. The height of the lunar moun¬ 
tains is undoubtedly due, at least in part, to the low surface 
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gravity on the moon, and to the fact that there has been 
no erosion by air and water. 

The height of a lunar mountain is determined from the 
length of its shadow when the sun’s rays strike it obliquely. 



Foi exampl(^, in Fig. 77 tlie crater Theophilus is a little 
below the (auitca*, and in its interior are thrt^e lofty moun¬ 
tains whoso sharp, spirelike shtidows stretch off to the left. 
Since the size of the moon and the scale of the photograph 
are both IcnowU; the lengths of the shadows can eavsily bo 

p 
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determined. There is also no difficulty in finding the height 
of the sun in the sky as seen from this position on the moon 
when the picture was taken. Consequently, it is possible 
from these data to compute the hei^t of the mountains. 
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In the particular case of Theophilus, the mountains in its 
interior are more than 16,000 feet above its floor. On the 
earth the heights of mountains are counted from the sea 
level, which, in most cases, is far away. For example, Pikers 
Peak is about 14,000 feet above the level of the ocean, which 
is more than 1000 miles away, but only about half that 
height above the plateau on which it rests. The shadows 
of the lunar mountains are black and sharp because the 
moon has no atmosphere, and they are therefore well suited 
for use in measuring the heights of objects on its surface. 

136. Lunar Craters. — The most remarkable and the most 
conspicuous objects of the lunar topography are the craters, 
of which more than 30,000 have been mapped. There have 
been successive stages in their formation, for new ones in 
rminy places have broken through and encroached upon the 
old, as shown in Fig. 78. Sometimes the newer ones are 
precisely on the rims of the older, and sometimes they are 
entirely in their interiors. The newer craters have deeper 
floors and steeper and higher rims than the older, and one 
of the most interesting things about them is that very often 
they have near their centers lofty and spirelike peaks. 

The term crater at once carries the impression to the mind 
that these objects on the moon are analogous to the vol¬ 
canic craters on the earth. There is at least an immense 
difference in their dimensions. Many lunar craters are from 
50 to GO mile.s in diameter, and, in a number of cases, their 
diameters exceed 100 miles. Ptolemy is 115 miles across, 
while Tlieophilus is 04 miles in diameter and 19,000 feet deep. 
The lofty p(5ak in thcj great crater Copeimicus towers 11,000 
feet above the plains from which it rises. Some of these 
craters are on sucli an enormous scale that their rims would 
not be visible from their centers because of the curvature of 
the surface of the moon. 

"The explanation of the craters is by no means easy^ and 
universal agreement has not been reached. If they are of 
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Fig. 78. — The great crater Clavius with smaller craters on its rim 
and in its interior. Photograpfied by Ritchey with the 40-inch ielcscove 
of the Yerkea Observatory. 
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volcanic origin, the activity which was present on the moon 
enormously surpassed anything now known on the earth. 
In view of the fact that there are no lava flows, and that in 
most cases the material around a crater would not £dl it, 
the volcanic theory of their origin has been by no means 
universally accepted. Another suggestion is that the craters 
have been formed by the bureting out of great masses 
of gas which gathered under the surface of the moon and 
became heated and subject to great tension because of its 
contraction.^ According to this theory, the escaping gas 
threw out large masses of the material which covered it and 
thus made the rims of the craters. But it is hard to account 
for the mountains which are so often seen in the interiors 
of craters. 

Gilbert suggested that the lunar craters may have been 
formed by the impacts of huge meteorites, in some cases many 
miles across. It is certain that such bodies, weighing hun¬ 
dreds of i)ounds and even tons, now fall upon the earth 
occasionally. It is supposed that millions of years ago the 
collisions of these wandering masses with the earth and 
moon were much more frequent than they are at the 
present time. Wlien they strike the earth, their energy is 
largely tak(in up by the cushion of the earth's atmosphere; 
when th(?y strike the moon, they plunge in upon its surface 
with a speed from 50 to 100 times that of a cannon ball. 
It does not seem improbable that masses many miles across 
and weighing millions of tons might produce splashes in the 
surfa(^c of the moon, even though it be solid rock, analo¬ 
gous to the (jraters wliich arc now observed. The heat 
generated by the impacts would be sufficient to liquefy the 
matcTials immediately under the place where the meteorites 
struck, and might even cause very great explosions. The 
mountains in the centers might be due to a sort of re¬ 
action from the original splash, or from the heat produced 
by the collision. At any rate, numerous experiments with 
projectiles on a variety of substances have shown that pits 
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closely resembling the lunar craters are very often obtained. 
This view as to the cause of the craters is in harmony with 
the theory that the earth and moon grew up by the accre¬ 
tion of widely scattered material around nuclei which were 
originally of much smaller dimensions (Art. 250), 

An obvious objection to the theory that the craters on 
the moon were produced by meteorites is that the earth has 
no similar formations. Since the earth and moon are closely 
associated in their revolution around the sun, it is clear that 
the earth would have been bombarded at least as violently 
as the moon. The answer to this objection is that, for mil¬ 
lions of years, the rains and snows and atmosphere have dis¬ 
integrated the craters and mountains on the earth, and their 
powdered remains have been carried away into the valleys. 
Whatever irregularities of this character the earth's surface 
may have had in its early stages, all traces of them disap¬ 
peared millions of years ago. On the other hand, since air 
and water are altogether absent from the moon, this nearest 
celestial body has preserved for us the records of the forces 
to which it, and probably also the earth, were subject in the 
early stages of their development. 

A serious, if not fatal, objection to the impact theory 
of the craters on the moon is that they nearly all appear to 
have been made by bodies falling straight toward the moon's 
center. It is obvious that a sphere circulating in space 
would in a majority of cases be struck glancing blows by 
wandering meteorites. The attraction of the moon would 
of course tend to draw them toward its center, but their 
velocities are so great that this factor cannot seriously 
have modified their motions. The only escape from this 
objection, so far as suggested, is that the heat generated by 
the impacts may have been sufficient to liquefy the material 
in the neighborhood of the places where the meteorites struck, 
and thus to destroy all evidences of the directions of the blows. 

137. Rays and Rills. — Some of the large craters, par¬ 
ticularly Tycho and Copernicus, have long light streaks, 



OH. VII, 137] 


THE MOON 


215 


called raySy radiating from them like spokes from the axle of 
a wheel. They are not interfered with by hill or valley, 
and they often extend a distance of several hundred miles. 
They cast no shadows, which proves that they, are at the 
same level as the adjacent surface, and they are most con- 



Fiu. 7i). — The* full moon. Photoffraphrd nl the Ycrkcft ObHcnaloru {Wallaa^. 


spicuous fit the time of full moon. They arc easily seen in 
Fig. 70. It has been supposed by some that they are lava 
streams and by others that they were great cracks in the 
surface, formed at the time when the craters werc^ produced, 
which have since filled up with lighter colored material 
from below. 
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The rills are cracks in the moon^s surface, a mile or so 
wide, a quarter of a mile deep, and sometimes as much as 
150 miles in length. They are very numerous, more than 
1000 having been so far mapped. The only things at all 
like them on the earth are such chasms as the Grand Can¬ 
yon of the Colorado and the cut below Niagara Falls. But 
these gorges are the work of erosion, which has probably 
been entirely absent from the surface of the moon. At any 
rate, it is incredible that the rills have been produced by 
erosion. The most plausible theory is that they are cracks 
which have been caused by violent volcanic action, or by 
the rapid cooling and shrinking of the moon. 

The rays and rills are very puzzHng lunar features which 
seem to be fundamentally unlike anything in terrestrial 
topography. Even our nearest neighbor thus differs very 
radically from the earth. 

138. The Question of Changes on the Moon. — There 
have been no observed changes in the larger features of the 
lunar topography, although, from time to time, minor alter¬ 
ations have been suspected. The most probable change of 
any natural physical feature is in the small crater Linn6, in 
Mare Serenitatis. It was mapped about a century ago, 
but in 1866 was said by Schmidt to be entirely invisible. 
It is now visible as on the original maps. It is generally 
believed that the differences in appearance at various times 
have been due to slightly different conditions of illumination. 

Since the moon’s orbit is constantly shifting because of 
the attraction of the sun, and since the month does not con¬ 
tain an integral number of days, it follows that an observer 
never gets at two different times exactly the same view of 
the moon. W. H. Pickering has noticed changes in some 
small craters, depending upon the phase of the moon, which 
he interprets as possibly being due to some kind of vegeta¬ 
tion which flourishes in the valleys where he supposes heavier 
gases, such as carbon dioxide, might collect. Some of his 
observations have been verified by other astronomers, but 
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liis rather bold speculations as to their meaning have not 
been accepted. 

It is altogether probable that the moon long ago arrived 
at the stage where surface changes practically ceased. The 
only known influences wliich could now disturb its surface 
are the feeble tidal strains to which it is subject, and the 
extremes of tempcu’ature between night and day. While it 
would be too much to say that slight disintegration of the 
surface rocks may not still be talcing place, yet it is certain 
that, on the whole, the moon is a body whose evolution is 
essentially finished. The seasonal changes are unimportant, 
but there is alternately for two weeks the blinding glare of 
the Hunliglit, never tempered by passing clouds or even an 
atmos]^her(‘, and thc^ blackness and frigidity of the long lunar 
night. Month su(?c(^eds month, age after age, with no im¬ 
portant variations in these phenomena. 

139. The Effects of the Moon on the Earth. — The moon 
reflec^ts a r(*lativ(^ly small amount of sunlight and heat to 
the (‘artli, and in conjunction with the sun it produces the 
tides. Theses an' the only influences of the moon on the 
earth that can bo observed by th(^ ordinary person. It has 
a number of very minor offec.ts, such as causing minute 
variations in the magnetic iK^edle, the precession of the equi- 
nox(.^s, and slight changes in the motion of the earth; but 
they are all so small that they can be detected only by re¬ 
fined scientific methods. 

There an' a gn'at many ideas popularly entertained, such 
as that it is mon' liable to rain at the time of a change of 
th(^ moon, or that crops grow best when planted in certain 
phiuses, whi(!h have no scientific foundation whatever. It 
follows from the fact that morij light and heat are received 
from the sun in 13 seconds than from the moon in a whole 
yciir, that its heating effects on the earth cannot be impor¬ 
tant. The passing of a fleecy cloud, or the haze of Indian 
summer, cuts off more heat from the sun than the moon 
sends to the earth in a year. Consequently, it is entirely 



21S AN INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMT [ch. vii, 13& 


unreasonable to suppose that the moon has any important 
climatic ejects on the earth. Besides this, recorded obser¬ 
vations of temperature, the amount of rain, and the velocity 
of the wind, in many places, for more than 100 years, fail 
to show with certainty any relation between the weather and 
phases of the moon. 

The phenomena of storms themselves show the essential 
independence of the weather and the phases of the moon. 
Storm centers move across the country in a northeasterly 
direction at the rate of 400 to 500 miles per day, and some¬ 
times they can be followed entirely around the earth. Con¬ 
sequently, if a storm should pass one place at a certain phase 
of the moon, it would pass another a few thousand miles 
eastward at quite a different phase. The theory that a 
storm occurred at a certain phase of the moon would then 
be verified for one longitude and would fail of verification 
at all the others. 

140. Eclipses of the Moon. — The moon is eclipsed when¬ 
ever it passes into the earth's shadow so that it does not 



Fig. so. — The condition for eclipses of the moon and sun. 


receive the direct light of the sun. In Fig. 80, E represents 
the earth and PQR the earth's shadow, which comes to a 
point at a distance of 870,000 miles from the earth's center. 
The only light received from the sun within this cone is 
that small amount which is refracted into it by the earth's 
atmosphere in the zone QR. In the regions TQP and SRP 
the sun is partially eclipsed, the light being cut off more and 
more as the shadow cone is approached. The shadow cone 
PQR is called the umbra, and the parts TQP and SRP, the 
penumbra. 
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When the moon is about to be eclipsed, it passes from full 
illumination by the sun gradually into the penumbra, where 
at first only a small part of the sun is obscured, and it then 
proceeds steadily across the shadow of increasing density 
until it arrives at -4, where the sun^s light is entirely cut off. 
The distance across the eai'th^s shadow is so great that the 
moon is totally eclipsed for nearly 2 hours while it is pass¬ 
ing through the umbra, and the time from the first contact 
with the umbra until the last is about 3 hours and 45 minutes. 

It appears from Fig. 80 that the moon would be eclipsed 
every time it is in opposition to the sun, but this figure is 
drawn to show the relations as one loolcs perpendicularly 
on the plane of the ecliptic, neglecting the inclination of the 
moon’s orbit. Figure 81 shows another section in which 



the plane of the moon’s orbit, represented by MN, is per¬ 
pendicular to tlie page. It is obvious from this that, when 
the moon is in the iK'ighborhood of it will pass south of 
the earth’s shadow instead of through it. The proportions 
in the figure are l)y no imuins true to scale, but a detailed 
discussion of the numbers involved shows that usually the 
moon will ])ass through opjiosition to the sun without en- 
countc^ring the (earth’s shadow. But when the earth is 90° 
in its orbit from tlie position shown in the figure, that is, 
when tlie eartli as s(ien from the sun is at a node of the moon’s 
orbit, the plane of the moon’s orbit will pass through the 
sun, and consequently the moon will be eclipsed. At least, 
the moon will be eclipsed if it is full when the earth is at or 
near the node. The earth is at a node of the moon’s orbit 
at two times in the year separated by an interval of six 
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months. Consequently, there may be two eclipses of the 
moon a year; but because the moon may not be full when 
the earth is at one of these positions, one or both of the 
eclipses may be missed. 

Since the sun apparently travels along the ecliptic in the 
sky, the earth's shadow is on the ecliptic 180° from the sun. 
The places where the moon crosses the ecliptic are the 
nodes of its orbit, and, consequently, there can be an eclipse 
of the moon only when it is near one of its nodes. Since 
the nodes continually regress as a cbnsequence of the sun's 
attraction for the moon, the eclipses occur earlier year after 
year, completing a cycle in 18.6 years. 

One scientific use of eclipses of the moon is that when they 
occur, the heat radiated by the moon after it has just been 
exposed to the perpendicular rays of the sun gives an op¬ 
portunity, as was explained in Art. 133, of determining its 
temperature. Also, at the time of a lunar eclipse, the stars 
in the neighborhood of the moon can easily be observed, and 
it is a simple matter to determine the exact instant at which 
the moon passes in front of a star and cuts off its light. 
Since the positions of the stars are well known, such an 
observation locates the moon with great exactness at the 
time the observation is made. It is imaginable that the 
moon may be attended by a small satellite. If the moon is 
not eclipsed, its own light or that of the sun will make it 
impossible to see a very minute body in its neighborhood; 
but at the time of an eclipse, a satellite may be exposed to 
the rays of the sun while the neighboring sky will not be 
lighted up by the moon. Only at such a time would there 
be any hope of discovering a small body revolving around 
the moon. A search for such an attendant has been made, 
but has so far proved fruitless. 

141. Eclipses of the Sun. — The aim is eclipsed when 
the moon is so situated as to cut off the sun's light from at 
least a portion of the earth. The apparent diameter of the 
moon is only a little greater than that of the sun, and, con- 
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sequently, eclipses of the sun last for a very short time. 
This statement is equivalent to saying that the shadow cone 
of the moon comes to a point near the surface of the earth, 
as is shown in Fig. 80. It is also obvious from this diagram 
that the sun is eclipsed as seen from only a small part of the 
earth. As the moon moves around the earth in its orbit 
and the earth rotates on its axis, the shadow cone of the 
moon describes a streak across the eaiiih which may be 
'somewhat curved. 


It follows from the fact that the path of the moon^s shadow 
across the earth is very narrow, as shown in Fig. 82, that a 



total eclipse of the sun will be observed very infrequently 
at any given place. On this account, as well as because it 
is a startling phenomenon for the sun to become dark in the 
daytime, eclipses have always been very noteworthy occur¬ 
rences. Repeatedly in ancient times, in which the chro¬ 
nology was very uncertain, writers referred to eclipses in con¬ 
nection with certain historical events, and astronomers, 
calculating back across centuries, have been able to 
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identify the eclipses and thus fix the dates for historians in 
the present system of counting time. The infrequency of 
eclipses at any particular place is evident from Pig. 83, 
which gives the paths of all the total eclipses of the sun 
from 1894-1973. In this long period the greater part of 
the world is not touched by them at all. 

So far the discussion has referred only to total eclipses of 
the sun; but in the regions on the earth’s surface which are 
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Fig. 83. — Paths of total eclipses of the sun. (From Todd’s Total Eclipses.) 

near the path of totality, or in the penumbra of the moon’s 
shadow, which is entirely analogous to that of the earth, 
there are partial eclipses of the sun. The region covered by 
the penumbra is many times that where an eclipse is total; 
and, consequently, partial eclipses of the sun are not very 
infrequent phenomena. 

There is not an eclipse of the sun every time the moon is 
in conjunction with the sun because of the inclination of its 
orbit. For example, when it is near M, Fig. 81, its shadow 
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passes north of the earth. In fact, eclipses of the sun occur 
only when the sun is near one of the moon's nodes, just as 
eclipses of the moon occur only when the earth's shadow is 
near one of the moon's nodes. Consequently, eclipses occur 
twice a year at intervals separated by 6 synodical months. 
Since the moon's nodes regress, making a revolution in 18.6 
years, eclipses occur, on the average, about 20 days earlier 
each year than on the preceding year. 

The distance [7F, Fig. 80, within which an eclipse of the 
sun can occur is greater than AB^ within which an eclipse 
of the moon can occur. Therefore it is not necessary that 
the sun shall be as near the moon's node in order that an 
eclipse of the sun may result as it is in order that there may 
be an eclipse of tlu^ moon. When the relations are worked 
out fully, it is found tluit tliere will be at least one solar 
eclipse each time tlie sun passes the moon's node, and that 
there may bci two of them. Consequently, in a year, there 
may be two, tlirec', or four eclipses of the sun. If there are 
only two eclijistss, the moon's shadow is likely to strike 
somewhere near tlu^ center of the earth and give a total 
eclipse. On the other liand, if there are two eclipses while 
the sun is passing a single node of tlie moon's orbit, they 
must occur, om^ wluni tlu^ sun is some distance from the node 
on one side, and the otlu'r when it is some distance from the 
node on the oUkt side. In this case the moon's shadow, 
or at least its ixniumbra, strikes first near one pole of the 
earth and then near the other. These eclipses are generally 
only partial. 

142. Phenomena of total Solar Eclipses. —A total eclipse 
of the sun is a startling phenomenon. It always occurs pre¬ 
cisely at new moon, and (jonsequently the moon is invisible 
until it begins to obscure the sun. The fimt indication of a 
solar eclipse is a black slit or section cut out of the western 
edge of the sun by the moon which is passing in front of it 
from west to east. For some time the sunlight is not 
diminished enough to be noticeable. Steadily the moon 
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moves over the sun^s disk; and, as the instant of totality 
draws near, the light rapidly fails, animals become restless, 
and everything takes on a weird appearance. Suddenly a 
shadow rushes across the surface of the earth at the rate of 
more than 1300 miles an hour, the sun is covered, the stars 
flash out, around the apparent edge of the moon are rose- 
colored prominences (Art. 236) of vaporous material forced 
up from the sun’s surface to a height of perhaps 200,000 
miles, and all around the sun, extending out as far os half 
its diameter, are the streamers of pearly light which con¬ 
stitute the sun’s corona (Ajt. 238). After about 7 minutes, 
at the very most, the western edge of the sun is uncovered, 
daylight suddenly reappears, and the phenomena of a partial 
eclipse take place in the reverse order. 

Total eclipses of the sun afford the most favorable condi¬ 
tions for searching for small planets within the orbit of Mer¬ 
cury, and it is only during them that the sun’s corona can be 
observed. 


X. QUESTIONS 

1. Verify by observationa the motion of the moon eastward 
among the stars, and its change in declination during a month. 

2. For an observer on the moon describe, (o) the apparent 
motions of the stars; (b) the motion of the sun with respect to the 
stars; (c) the diurnal motion of the sun; (d) the motion of the earth 
with respect to the stars; (e) the motion of the earth with respect to 
the sun; (/) the diurnal motion of the earth; {g) the librations of the 
earth. 

3. Describe the phases the moon would have througliout the 
year if the plane of its orbit were perpendicular to the plane of the 
ecliptic. 

4. What would be the moon’s synodical period if it revolved 
around the earth from east to west in the same sidereal period ? 

5. Show by a diagram that, if the moon always presents the same 
face toward the earth, it rotates on its axis and its period of rotation 
equals the sidereal month. 

6. Is it possible that the moon has an atmosphere and water on 
the side remote from the earth? 

7. Suppose you could go to the moon and live there a month. 
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Give details regarding what you would observe and the experiences 
you would have. 

8. What are the objections to the theory that lunar oraters are 
of volcanic origin ? That they were produced by meteorites ? 

9. How do you interpret rays and rilla under the hypothesis that 
lunar craters were produced by meteorites ? 

10. If the earth’s reflecting power is 4 times that of the moon, 
how does earthshine on the moon oompaire with moonshine on the 
earth? 





CHAPTER VIII 


THE SOLAR SYSTEM 

I. The Law op Gravitation 

143. The Members of the Solar System. — The members 
of the solar system are the sun, the planets and their satel¬ 
lites, the planetoids, the comets, and the meteors. It may 
possibly be that some of the comets and meteoi’s, coming in 
toward the sun from great distances and passing on again, 
are only temporary members of the system. The sun is 
the one preeminent body. Its volume is nearly a thousand 
times that of all the other bodies combined, its mass is so 
great that it controls all their motions, and its rays illuminate 
and warm them. It is impossible to treat of the planets 
without taking into account their relations to the sun, but 
the constitution and evolution of the sun are quite inde¬ 
pendent of the planets. 

The eight known planets are, in the order of their distance 
from the sun, Mercury, Venus, Earth, Ma^s, Jupiter, Saturn, 
Uranus, and Neptune. (^The first six are conspicuous objects 
to the unaided eye when they are favorably located, and they 
have been known from preliistoric times; Uranus ands 
Neptune were discovered in 1781 and 1846, respectively,/ 
The planetoids (often called the small planets and sometimes 
the asteroids) are small planets which, with a few exceptions, 
revolve around the sun between ^ the orbits of Mars and 
Jupiter. The comets are.bizarrfe objects whose orbits are 
very elongated and lie in every position with respect to the 
orbits of the planets. Probably at least a part of the meteors 
are the remains of disintegrated comets; they are visible 
only when they strike into the earth’s atmosphere. 

226 
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144. The Relative Dimensions of the Planetary Orbits 

The distance from the earth to the sun is called the astro 
nomical unit The distances from the planets to the sun can 
be determined in terms of the astronomical unit without 
knowing its value in miles. 

Consider first the planets whose orbits are interior to that 
of the earth. They are called the inferior planets. In 
Fig. 84 let S represent the sun, V the planet Venus, and 
E the cai-th. The 
angle SEV is called 
the elongation of the 
planet, and may vary 
from zero up to a 
maxiiuuiu which de¬ 
pends upon the size of 
the orbit of V, When 
tlie (elongation is gi*eai.- 
est, tlu^ angle at V is a 
right angle. SupiM)S(‘ 
the elongalion of V is 
detin-miiKul by obser¬ 
vation day after day 
until it i‘(^a(0i(\s it,s 
maximum. Then, since 
the elongation is measured and the angle at V is 90®, the 
sliajM’! of the triangle is determiiuMl, and SV can be com¬ 
puted by trigononmtry in terms of SE, 

Now (^onsidiM* the jdaiiets whose orbits are outside that 
of the earth. Th(\v are c,ailed the superior planets. Sup¬ 
pose tlu^ p(^riods of revolution of the c^arth and Mars, for 
examphi, liav(^ btum d(d.ormined from long scries of obser¬ 
vations. This can be done without knowing anything about 
their actual or relative distances. For, in the first place, 
the oarth^s period can be obtained from observations of the 
apparcmt position of the sun with respect to the stars; and 
then the period of Mars can be found from the time re- 



Fid. 84. — tlio dlstiinco of an 

inferior planet. 
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quired for it to move from a certain position with respect 
to the sun back to the same position again. For example, 
when a planet is exactly 180° from the sun in the sky, as 
seen from the earth, it is said to be in o'p'position. The period 
from opposition to opposition is called the synodical period 
(compare Art. 120). Let the sidereal period of the earth 
be represented by -B, the sidereal period of the planet by P, 
and its synodical period by S. Then, analogous to the case 
of the moon in Art. 120, P is defined by 

l = i-L 

P E S 

Now return to the problem of finding the distance of a 
superior planet in terms of the astronomical unit. In 

Fig. 85, let S represent the 
sun, and Ei and Mi the 
positions of the earth and 
Mars when Mars is in oppo¬ 
sition. Let E 2 and M 2 mp- 
resent the positions of the 
earth and Mars when the 
angle at E 2 is, for example, 
a right angle. Mars is then 
said to be in quadraiurey and 
the time when it has this 
position can be determined 
by observation. The angles 
M 1 SE 2 and M 1 SM 2 can be 
determined from the periods of the earth and Mars and the 
interval of time required for the earth and Mars to move 
from El and Mi respectively to E 2 and M 2 . The difference 
of these two angles is M 2 SP 2 , from which, together with 
the right angle at P 2 , the distance SM 2 in terms of SE 2 can 
be computed by trigonometry. 

A little complication in the processes which have been 
described arises from the fact that the orbit of the earth is 



Fio. 86. — Finding the distance of a 
superior planet. 
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not a circle. But the manner in which the distance of the 
earth from the sun varies can easily be determined from 
observations of the apparent diameter of the sun, for the 
apparent diameter of an object varies inversely as its dis¬ 
tance. After the variations in the earth’s distance have been 
found, the results can all be reduced without difficulty to a 
single unit. The unit adopted is half the length of the 
earth’s orbit, and is called its 'mean distance^ though it is a 
little less than the average distance tp,tho_sun. 

146. Kepler’s Laws of Planetary Motion. — The last 
great observer before tlie invention of the teh^scope was the 
Danish astronomer' Tycho 
Brahe (1546-1601). He was 
an energetic, anti most pains¬ 
taking worker. He not only 
catalogutul many stars, but 
he also olxstMvt^tl comets, 
proving they are bt^yond the 
earth’s atmospliere, and ob¬ 
tained an almost (continuous 
record for many ytcars of the 
positions and motions of the 
sun, moon, and plaiu'ts. 

Tyc.lu) Braluc’s su(c(c(\ssor 
was his pupil Kt^pher (1571- 
1630), who spcMit more than 
20 years in atttempting t.o find 
from l.he obstervations of his master the manner in which the 
planets actually movtc. The results of an enormous amount 
of caltmlation on his ])art art^ contained in the following three 
laws of planetary motions: 

I. Every pUmet mooe^ that the line jtnnmg it to the sun 
sweeps over e</nal areas in equal intervals of time, whatever 
their length. This is known as the law of areas. 

II. 71ie orbit of every planet is an ellipse with the sun at 
one of its foci. 
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III. The squares of the periods of any two planets are 
proportional to the cubes of their mean distances from the 
sun. 

All the complexities of the apparent motions of the planets 
are explained by Kepler^s three simple laws when taken in 
connection with the periods of the planets and the positions 
of their orbits. 

146. The Law of Gravitation. — Newton based his great¬ 
est discovery, the law of gravitation, on Kepler's laws. From 
each one of them he drew an important conclusion, 

Newton proved by a suitable mathematical discussion, 
based on his laws of motion, that it follows from Kepler's 
first law that every planet is acted on by a force which is di-- 
reeled toward the sun. This was the first time that the sun 
and planets were shown to be connected dynamically. Be¬ 
fore Newton's time it was generally supposed that there 
was some force acting on the planets in the direction of their 
motion which kept them going in their orbits. 

The first law of Kepler led to the conclusion that the planets 
are acted on by forces directed toward the sun, but gave no 
information whatever regarding the manner in which the 
forces depend upon the position of the planet. The second 
law furnishes a basis for the answer to this question, and 
from it Newton proved that the force acting on each planet 
varies inversely as the square of its distance fro 7 n the sun. 

The law of the inverse squares is encountered in many 
phenomena besides gravitation. For example, it holds for 
magnetic and electric forces, the intensity of light and of 
sound, and the magnitudes of water and earthquake waves. 
The reason it holds for the radiation of light is easily under¬ 
stood. The area of the spherical surface which the rays 
cross in proceeding from a point is proportional to the 
square of its radius. Since the intensity of illumination is 
inversely proportional to the illuminated area, it is inversely 
as the square of the distance. If gravitation in some way 
depended on lines of force extending out from matter radially, 
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it would vary inversely as the square of the distance, but 
nothing is positively known as to its nature. 

Another interesting question remains, and that is whether 
the gravitation of a body is strictly proportional to its 
inertia, regardless of its constitution and condition, or 
whether it depends upon its composition, temperature, and 
other characteristics. All other known forces, such as mag¬ 
netism, depend upon other things than mass, and it might 
be expected the same would be true of gravitation. But it 
follows from Kepler’s third law that the sun’s attraction for 
the several planets is independent of their different consti¬ 
tutions, motions, and physical conditions. Since the same 
law holds for the MO planctoids as well, in which there is 
opportunity for great diversities, it is concluded that gravita¬ 
tion depends upon nothing whatever except the masses and 
the distan(;^os of the attrac’iing l^odies. 

Suppose the attraction between unit masses at unit dis¬ 
tance is taken as unity, and consider the attraction of a 
body composed of many units for another of many units. 
To fix the ideas, suppose one body has 5 units of mass and 
the other 4 units; the in'obhun is to find the number of 
units of force between tlu^m at distance unity. Each of the 
5 units exerts a unit of force on each of the 4 units. That 
is, each of the 5 units exerts all together 4 units of force on 
the second body. Thci-(^fore, the entire first body exerts 
5 X 4 = 20 units of force on the second body; or, the 
whole force is proportional to the products of the masses. 

On uniting the results obtained from Kepler’s three laws 
and assuming that they hold always and every where, the 
universal law of gravitation is obtained; 

Every particle of matter in the universe attracts every other 
particle with a force which is proportional to the product of 
their 77 iasses, and which varies inversely as the square of the 
distance between them. 

147. The Importance of the Law of Gravitation. — The 
importance of a physical law depends upon the number of 
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phenomena it coordinates and upon the power it gives the 
scientist of making predictions. Consider the law of gravi¬ 
tation in these respects. In his great work, Philosophice 



Fig. 87. — Isaac Newton. 

Naturalis Prindpia Mathematica (The Mathematical Prin¬ 
ciples of Natural Philosophy), commonly called simply the 
Prindpiaj Newton showed how every known phenomenon 
of the motions, shapes, and tides of the solar system could be 
explained by the law of gravitation. That is, the elliptical 
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paths of the planets and the moon, the slow changes in their 
orbits produced by their slight mutual attractions, the oblate¬ 
ness of rotating bodies, the precession of the equinoxes, and 
the countless small irregularities in planetary and satellite 
motions that can be detected by powerful telescopes, are 
all harmonious under the law of gravitation, and what once 
seemed to be a hopeless tangle has been found to be an 
orderly system. All the discoveries in this direction for more 
than 200 years have confirmed the exactness of the law 
of gravitation until it is now by far the most cei‘tainly 
established physical law. 

Not only is the law of gravitation operative in the great 
phenomena wherc^ its effects are easy to detect, but also in 
everything in whicb the motion of matter is involved. It is 
found on reflection that all phenomena depend either directly 
or indirectly upon the motion of matter, for evcui changes 
of the menial state of an individual are accompanied by 
corresponding changes in the sti'uctui-e of his braiji. When 
a person moves, his cliangcul relation to the nmminder of 
the univ(n*s(^ causes a (^orn^spoiiding changes in th(^ gravita¬ 
tional stress by which he is (^oniuu'.ted with it; indeed, when 
he thinks, the altcM'ations in liis brain at onc(^ cause alter¬ 
ations in the gravitational forces between it and matter 
even in i.he remotest, parts of space. These {^ffe(‘,ts are cer¬ 
tainly real, thougli tluM'e is no known means of detecting 
them. 

The law of gravitation became in the hands of tlie suc- 
c(^ssors of Newton oik^ of tlu* most valuable means of dis- 
covc^ry. Time aft(M’ tiim^ such great mathematicians as 
Laplace and Lagrange^ using it as a basis, predicted things 
which luid not then been observed, but which invariably 
were found later to be tme. But scientific men are not 
contented with simply making ])rcdictions and finding that 
they come true. On the basis of their established laws they 
seek to foresee what will happen in the almost indefinite 
future, even beyond the time when the human race shall 
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have become extinct, and, similarly, what the conditions were 
back before the time when life on the earth began. 

The law of gravitation was undoubtedly Newton^s greatest 
discovery, and the importance of it and his other scientific 
work is indicated by the statements of competent judges. 
The brilliant German scholar, Leibnitz (1646-1716), a con¬ 
temporary of Newton and his greatest rival, said, Taking 
mathematics from the beginning of the world to the time 
when Newton lived, what he had done was much the better 
half.’^ The French mathematician, Lagrange (1736-1813), 
one of the greatest masters of celestial mechanics, wrote, 
“ Newton was the greatest genius that ever existed, and the 
most fortunate, for we cannot find more than once a sys¬ 
tem of the world to establish.” The English writer on the 
history of science, Whewell, said, It [the law of gravita¬ 
tion] is indisputably and incomparably the greatest scientific 
discovery ever made, whether we look at the advance which 
it involved, the extent of the truth disclosed, or the funda¬ 
mental and satisfactory nature of this truth.” Compare 
these splendid and deserved eulogies with Newton’s own 
estimate of his efforts to find the truth: I do not know 
what I may appear to the world; but to myself I seem to 
have been only like a boy playing on the seashore, and 
diverting myself in now and then finding a smoother pebble 
or a prettier shell than ordinary, while the great ocean of 
truth lay all undiscovered before me.” There is every 
reason to believe that this is the sincere and unaffected ex¬ 
pression of a gi’eat mind which realized the magnitude of 
the unknown as compared to the known. 

In Westminster Abbey, in London, Newton lies buried 
among the noblest and the greatest English dead, and over 
his tomb on a tablet they have justly engraved, “ Mortals, 
congratulate yourselves that so great a man has lived for 
the honor of the human race.” 

148. The Conic Sections. — After having found that, if 
the orbit of a body is an ellipse with the center of force at a 
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focus, then the force to which it is subject varies inversely as 
the square of its distance, Newton took up the converse 
problem. Under the assumption that the attractive force 
varies inversely as the square of the distance, he proved 
that the orbit must be what is called a 
conic sectiouj an example of which is the 
ellipse. 

The conic sections are highly interesting 
curves first studied by the ancient Greeks. 

They derive their name from the fact that 
they can be obtained by cutting a circular 
cone with planes. In Fig. 88 is shown a 
double circular cone whose vertex is at V. 

A plane section perpendicular to the axis 
of the cone gives a circle C. An oblique 
section gives an ellipse E ; however, the 
plane must cut both sides of the cone. 

Wlien the plane is parallel to one side, or 
element, of the cone, a parabola P is ob¬ 
tained. When the plane cuts the two 
branches of the double cone, the two 
branches of an hy])erbola H H arc ob¬ 
tained. There are in addition to these 
figures certain limiting case>i. One is that 
in which the intersecting plane passes w^tions. 
only through the vertex V giving a 
simple point; another is tliat in which tlie intersecting plane 
touches only one element of the cone, giving a single straight 
line; and the last is that in which the intersecting plane 
passes through the vertex V and cuts both branches of the 
cone, giving two intersecting straight lines. 

The character of the conic described depends entirely 
upon the central force and the way in which the body is 
started. For ejcample, suppose a body is started from 0, 
Pig. 89, in the direction OT, perpendicular to OS, If 
the initial velocity of the body is zero, it will fall straight to 
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S, If the initial velocity is not too great, it will describe the 
ellipse E, and 0 will be the aphelion point. If the initial 
velocity is just great enough so that the centrifugal acceler¬ 
ation balances the attraction, the orbit will be the circle C. 
If the initial velocity is a Httle greater than that in the circle, 
the body will describe the ellipse E\ and 0 will be the peri¬ 
helion point. If the initial velocity is exactly ^2 times 

that for the circular orbit, 
the body will move in the 
parabola P. if the initial 
velocity is still greater, the 
orbit will be an hyperbola H. 
And finally, if the initial ve¬ 
locity is infinite, the path will 
be the straight line whose 
direction is OT. If the ini¬ 
tial direction of motion is 
not perpendicular to OS, the 
results are analogous, except 
that there is then no initial 
velocity which will give a 
circular orbit. 

It is seen from this discus¬ 
sion that it is as natural for a 
body to move in one conic 
section as in another. Some of the satellites move in orbits 
which are very nearly circular; the planets move in ellipses 
with varying degrees of elongation; many comets move in 
orbits which are sensible parabolas; and there may possibly 
be comets which move in hyperbolas, 

149. The Question of other Laws of Force. — Many 
other laws of force than that of the inverse squares are 
conceivable. For example, the intensity of a force might 
vary inversely as the third power of the distance. The char¬ 
acter of the curve described by a body moving subject to any 
such force can be determined by mathematical processeSt 



Fig. 89. — Different conics depending 
on the initial velocity. 
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It is found that, if the force varied according to any other 
power of the distance than the inverse square, except directly 
as the first power, then (save in special initial conditions) the 
orbits would bo curves leading either into the center of force 
or out to infinity. Such a law would of course be fatal to 
the permanence of the planetary system. 

If the force varied directly as the distance, the orbits 
would all be exactly ellipses, in spite of the mutual attrac¬ 
tions of the planets, the sun would be at the center of all the 
orbits, and all the periods would be the same. This would 
imply an enormous speed for the remote bodies. 

160. Perturbations. — If the planets were subject to no 
forces except the attraction of the sun, their orbits would be 
strictly ellipses. But, according to the law of gravitation, 
every planet attracts every other planet. Their mutual 
attractions are small compared to that of the sun because 
of their relatively small masses, l^ut tliey cause sensible, 
though small, deviations from strict elliptical motion, which 
are called pcriurlmtiouH, 

The mutual pei’lurbations of the planets are sometimes 
regarded as blemishes on what would be otherwise a perfect 
system. Such a ]X)int of view is quite unjustified. Each 
body is subject in certain forces, and its motion is the result 
of its initial position and velocity and these forces. If the 
masses of the j)lanets were not so small compared to that of 
the sun, their orbits would not even reseml)le ellipses. 

The problems of the mutual perturbations of the planets 
and those of the perturlmtions of tlu^ moon are exceedingly 
difficult, and have taxed to the utmost the powers of mathe¬ 
maticians. In order to obtain some idea of their nature con¬ 
sider the case of only two planets. Pi and P 2 . The forces 
that Pi and Pa would exert U]:)on each other if they .both 
moved in their unperturbed elliptical orbits can be computed 
without excessive difficulty, and the results of these forces 
can be determined. But the resulting departures from ellip¬ 
tical motion cause corresponding alterations in the forces, 
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which produce new perturbations. These new perturbations 
in turn change the forces again. The forces give rise to new 
perturbations, and the perturbations to new perturbing 
forces, and so on in an unending sequence. In the solar 
system where the masses of the planets are small compared 
to that of the sun, the perturbations of the series decrease 
very rapidly in importance. If the masses of the planets 
were large compared to the sun so that Kepler^s laws would 
not have been even approximately true, it is doubtful if 
even the genius of Newton could have extracted from the 
intricate tangle of phenomena the master principle of the 
celestial motions, the law of gravitation. 

Although the perturbations may be small, the question 
arises whether they may not be extremely important in the 
long run. The subject was treated by Lagrange and La¬ 
place toward the end of the eighteenth century. They 
proved that the mean distances, the eccentricities, and the 
inclinations of the planetary orbits oscillate through rela¬ 
tively narrow ranges, at least for a long time. If these re¬ 
sults were not true, the stability of the system would be im¬ 
periled, for with extreme variation of especially the first two 
of these quantities the characteristics of the planetary orbits 
would be entirely changed. On the other hand, the peri¬ 
helion points and the places where the planes of the orbits 
of the planets intersect a fixed plane not only have small 
oscillations, but they involve terms which continually change 
in one direction. Examples of perturbations of precisely 
this sort already encountered are the precession of the equi¬ 
noxes (Art. 47) and the revolution of the moon’s line of 
nodes (Art. 119). 

161. The Discovery of Neptune. — Not only can the per¬ 
turbations be computed when the positions, initial motions, 
and the masses of the planets are given, but the converse 
problem can be treated with some success. That is, if the 
perturbations are furnished by the observations, the nature 
of the forces which produce them can be inferred. The most 
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celebrated example of this converse problem led to the dis¬ 
covery of the planet Neptune. 

In 1781 William Herschel discovered the planet Uranus 
while carrying out his project of examining every object in 
the heavens witliin reach of his telescope. After it had 
been observed for some time its orbit wtis computed. In 
order to predict its position exactly it was necessary to 
compute the perturbti- 
tions due to all known 
bodies. This was done 
by Bouvard on the basis 
of the mathematical 
theory of Laplace. But 
by 1820 there were un¬ 
mistakable discordances 
between theory and ob¬ 
servation; by 1830, they 
were still more serious; 
by 1840, they had become 
intolerable. Tliis does 
not mean that prediction 
assigned the planet to 
one part of the sky and 
observation found it in a 
far diiferent one; for, in 
1840, its departure from 
its calculated position 
amounted to only two thirds tlie apparenl, dist.an(!(' l)(4w(M^n 
the two components of Epsilon Lyrse (Art. 88), a (piantity 
in^yisible to the unaided eye. It secerns iiK^redible that so 
slight a discordance between theory and obst^vation aft(‘r (iO 
years of accumulation could have led to any valuable rcjsults. 

By 1820 it began to be suggested that the dis(a’(^i)aii(!i(^s 
in the motion of Uranus might be due to th(j attraction of 
a more remote unknown planet. The probhun was to find 
the unknown planet. Such excessive mathematical diflicul- 
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ties were involved that it seemed insoluble. In fact, Sir 
George Airy, Astronomer Royal of England, expressed him¬ 
self later than 1840 as not be¬ 
lieving the problem could be 
solved. However, a young 
Englishman, Adams, and a 
young Frenchman, Leverrier, 
with all the enthusmsm of 
youth, quite independently took 
up the problem about 1845. 
Adams finished his work first 
and communicated his results 
both to ChaUis, at Cambridge, 
and to Airy, at Greenwich. 
To say the least, they took 
no very active interest in the 
matter and allowed the search 
for the supposed body to be 
postponed. Adams continued 
his work and made five separate 
and very laborious computa¬ 
tions. In the meantime I^e- 
verrier completed his work and 
sent the results to a young 
German astronomer, Galle. 

Impatiently Galle waited for 
the night and the stars. On 
the first evening after receiv¬ 
ing Leverrier’s letter, Septem¬ 
ber 23, 1846, he looked for 
the imknown body, and found 
it within half a degree of 
the position assigned to it 
by Leverrier, which agreed 
substantially with that indicated by Adams. 

Neptune is nearly three thousand millions of miles from the 




. Fig. 91. — John Couch Adams, 
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earth, beyond the reach of all our senses except that of sight, 
and it can be seen only -with telescopic aid; its distance is 
so great that more than four hours are required for its light 
to come to us, yet it is bound to the remainder of the sys¬ 
tem by the invisible bonds of gra\’itation. But its attrac¬ 
tion slightly influenced the motions of Uranus, and from 
these slight disturbances its existence and position were 
inferred. JTotwithstanding the fact that both Adams and 
Leverrier made assumptions respecting the distance of the 
unknown body which were somewhat in error, their work 
stands as a monument to the reasoning powers of the human 
mind, and to the perfection of the theorj’ of the motions of 
the heavenly bodies. 

162. The Problem of Three Bodies. — While the prob¬ 
lem of two mutually attracting bodies presents no serious 


mathematical troubles, because the motion is always in some 
kind of a conic section, that of three bodies is one of the 
most formidable difficulty. It is often supposed that it has 
not been, and perhaps that it cannot be, solved. Such an 
idea is incorrect, as will now be explained. 

The theory of the perturbations of the planets is really a 
. problem of three, or rather of eight, bodies, and has been 
completely solved for an interval of time not too great. That 
is, while the orbits of the bodies cannot be descnbed for an 
indefinite interval of time because they are not closed curv-es 
but wind about in a verj^ complicated fashion, neverthele^ 
it is possible to compute their positions tvith any 
degree of precision for any time not too r^^ote. T^^ 
fore, in a perfectly real and just sense the problem has been 

^“Sre are particular solutions of the problem of thr^ 
bodies in which the motion can be descnbed tor an> pen 
of time, however long. The first of these were drs 
bv liaeranee who found two special cases. In one of them 
the boTi Ive so a. to remain always in a stra ght hne, 
^d inTe oSer so as to be always at the vertices of an eqm- 
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l^raljim In both cases the orbits are conic sections. 
In 1878 an American astronomer, Hill, in connection with 
his work on the motion of the moon, discovered some less 
simple but immensely more important special cases. Since 
1890 Poincar6, universally regarded as the greatest mathe¬ 
matician of recent times, has proved the existence of an 
infinite number of these special cases called periodic solutions. 
In all of them the problem is exactly solved. Still more 
recently Sundman, of Helsingfors, Finland, has in an im¬ 
portant mathematical sense solved the general case. How¬ 
ever, in spite of all the results that have been achieved, the 
problem still presents to the mathematician unsolved ques¬ 
tions of almost infinite variety. 

163. The Cause of the Tides. — So far in the present 
discussion only the effect of one body on the motion of 
another, taken as a whole, has been considered. There 
remains to be considered the distortion of one body by 
the attraction of another. These deformations give rise to 
the tides. 

Before proceeding to a direct discussion of the tidal prob¬ 
lem it is necessary to state an important principle, namely, 
if two bodies are subject to equal parallel accelerations^ their, 
relative positions are not changed. The truth of this propo¬ 
sition follows from the laws of motion, but it is better un¬ 
derstood from an illustration. Suppose two bodies of the 
same or different dimensions are dropped from the top of a 
high tower. They have initially a certain relation to each 
other and they are subject to equal parallel accelerations, 
namely, those produced by the earth's attraction. In their 
descent they fall faster and faster; but, neglecting the effects 
of the resistance of the air, they preserve the same relations 
to each other. 

Let Ej Fig. 93, represent the earth, and 0 and O' two 
points on its surface. Consider the tendency of the moon 
M to displace 0 on the surface of the earth. The moon at¬ 
tracts the center of the earth E in the direction EM. Let 
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its acceleration be represented by EP. In the same units 
OA represents the acceleration of Af on 0 in direction and 
amount. The line OA is greater than EP because the 
moon is nearer to 0 than it is to E, Now resolve OA into 
two components, one of which, OJ5, shall be equal and par¬ 
allel to EP, The other component is OC, Since OB and EP 
are equal and parallel, it follows from the principle stated 



at the beginning of this article that they do not change the 
relative positions of E and 0. Therefore OC, the outstand¬ 
ing component, represents the tide-raising acceleration both 
in direction and amount. 

The results for 0' are analogous, and the tide-raising 
force O'C' is directed away from the moon because O'A' is 
shorter than EP. Figure 94 shows the tide-raising ac¬ 



celerations aroimd the whole circumference of the earth. 
This method of deriving the tide-raising forces is the ele¬ 
mentary geometrical counterpart of the rigorous mathe- 
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matical treatment/ and it can be relied on to give correctly 
all that there is in this part of the subject. 

A more detailed discussion than can be entered into here 
shows that the tide-raising forces are about 5 per cent 
greater on the side of the earth which is toward the moon 
than on the side away from the moon. The forces outward 
from the surface of the eai*th in the line of the moon are 
about twice as great as those which are directed inward 90® 
from this line. The tidal forces due to the sun are a little 
less than half as great as those due to the moon; no other 
bodies have sensible tidal effects on the earth. 

1B4. The Masses of Celestial Bodies. — The masses of 
celestial bodies are determined from their attractions for 
other bodies. Suppose a satellite revolves around a planet 
in an orbit of measured dimensions in an observed period. 
From these data it is possible to compute the acceleration of 
the planet for the satellite because the attraction balances 
the centrifugal acceleration. It is possible to determine 
what the earth’s attraction would be at the same distance, 
and, consequently, the relation of its mass to that of the 
other planet. There has been much difficulty in finding 
the masses of Mercury and Venus because they have no 
known satellites. Their masses have been determined with 
considerable reliability from their perturbations of each 
other and of the earth, and from their perturbations of cer¬ 
tain comets that have passed near them. 

A useful formula for the sum of the masses of any two 
bodies mi and m 2 which attract each other according to the 
law of gravitation, for example, the two components of a 
double star, is 




p2» 


where a is the distance between the bodies expressed in 


1 Aq analytical discussion proves that the tide-raising force is propor¬ 
tional to the product of the mass of the disturbing body and the radius of 
the disturbed body, and inversely proportional to the cube of the distance 
between the disturbing and disturbed bodies. 



OH. viii, 155] 


THE SOLAR SYSTEM 


246 


terms of the earth’s distance from the sun as unity, and 
where P is the period expressed in years. The sum of the 
masses is expressed in terms of the sun’s mass as unity. 

166. The Surface Gravity of Celestial Bodies. — The 
surface gravity of a celestial body is an important factor in 
the determination of its surface conditions, and is funda¬ 
mental in the question of its retaining an atmosphere. The 
surface gravity of a spherical body depends only upon its 
mass and dimensions. 

Let m represent the mass of the earth, g its surface gravity, 
and r its radius. Then by the law of gravitation 

where ig a constant depending on the units employed. 
Let Af, G, and R represent in the same units the correspond¬ 
ing quantities for another body. Then 

On dividing the second equation by the first, it is found that 
g ni \RJ 

from which the surface gravity G can be found in terms of 
that of the earth when the mass and radius of M are given. 

It is sometimes convenient to have the expression for the 
ratio of tlu^ gravities of two bodies in terms of their densities 
and dimensions. Let d and D represent the densities of 
the earth and the other body respectively. Then, since 
m - 7rdr® and M = 4- ttDjB®, it is found that 

G^DR^ 
g dr 

That is, the surface gravities of celestial bodies are pro¬ 
portional to the products of their densities and radii. A 
small density may be more than counterbalanced by a large 
radius, as, for example, in the case of the sun, whose density 
is only one fourth that of the earth but whose surface gravity 
is about 27.6 times that of the earth. 
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XL QUESTIONS 

1. If the sidereal period of a planet were half that of the earth, 
what would be its period from greatest eastern elongation to its next 
suooeeding greatest eastern elongation ? 

2. If the sidereal period of a planet were twice that of the earth, 
what would be its period from opposition to its next suooeeding 
opposition ? 

3. What would be the period of a planet if its mean distance from 
the sun were twice that of the earth ? 

4. What would be the mean distance of a planet if its period were 
twice that of the earth ? 

5. The motion of the moon around the earth satisfies (nearly) 
Kepler’s first two laws. What are the respective conclusions which 
follow from them ? 

6. The force of gravitation varies directly as the product of the 
masses. Show that the acceleration of one body with respect to 
another, both being free to move, is proportional to the sum of 
their masses. Hint. Use both the second and third laws of motion. 

7. In Lagrange’s two special solutions of the problem of three 
bodies the law of areas is satisfied for each body separately with 
respect to the center of gravity of the three. What conclusion 
follows from this fact ? How does the force toward the center of 
gravity vary ? 

II. The Orbits, Dimensions, and Masses op the 
Planets 

166. Finding the actual Scale of the Solar System. — It 
was seen in Art. 144 that the relative dimensions of the 
solar system can be determined without knowing any actual 
distance. It follows from this that if the distance between 
any two bodies can be found, all the other distances can be 
computed. 

The problem of finding the actual scale of the solar system 
is of great importance, because the determination of the 
dimensions of all its members depends upon its solution, 
and the distance from the earth to the sun is involved in 
measuring the distances to the stars. Not until after the 
year 1700 had it been solved with any considerable degree 
of approximation, but the distance from the earth to the sun 
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is now known with an error probably not exceeding one 
part in a thousand. 

The direct method of measuring the distance to the sun, 
analogous to that used in case of the moon (Art. 123), is of 
no value because the apparent displacement to be measured 
is very small, the sun is a body with no permanent surface 
markings, and its heat seriously disturbs the instruments. 
But, as has been seen (Art. 144), the distance from the earth 
to any other member of the system is equally useful, and in 
some cases the measurement of the distances to the other 
bodies is feasible. 

Gill, at the Cape of Good Hope, measured the distance 
of Mars with considerable success, but its disk and red 
color introduced difficulties. These difficulties do not arise 
in the case of the smaller planetoids, which appear as star- 
like points of light, but their great distances decrease the 
accuracy of the results by reducing the magnitude of the 
quantity to be measured. However, in 1898, Witt, of Ber¬ 
lin, discovered a planetoid whose orbit lies largely within the 
orbit of Mars and which approaches closer to the earth than 
any other celestial body save the moon. Its nearness, its 
minuteness, and its absence of marked color all unite to 
make it the most advantageous known body for getting the 
scale of the solar system by the direct method. Hinks, of 
Cambridge, England, made measurements and reductions of 
photographs secui’ed at many observatories, and found that 
the parallax of the sun, or the angle subtended by the earth^s 
radius at the mean distance of the sun, is 8".8, corresponding 
to a distance of 92,897,000 miles from the earth to the sun. 

The distance of the earth from the sun can also be found 
from the aberration of light. The amount of the aberration 
depends upon the velocity of light and the speed with which 
the observer moves across the line of its rays. The velocity 
of light has been found with great accuracy from experiments 
on the surface of the earth. The amount of the aberration 
has been deteimined by observations of the stars. From 
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the two sets of data the velocity of the observer can be 
computed. Since the length of the year is known, the length 
of the earth's orbit can be obtained. Then it is an easy matter, 
making use of the shape of the orbit, to compute the mean 
distance from the earth to the sun. The results obtained in 
this way agree with those furnished by the direct method. 

Another and closely related method depends upon the 
determination of the earth's motion in the line of sight 
(Art. 226) by means of the spectroscope. Spectroscopic 
technique has been so highly perfected that when stars best 
suited for the purpose are used the results obtained give the 
earth’s speed with a high degree of accuracy. Its velocity 
and period furnish the distance to the sun, as in the method 
depending upon the aberration, and the results are about as 
accurate as those furnished by any other method. 

There are several other methods for finding the distance 
to the sun which have been employed with more or less suc¬ 
cess. One of them depends upon transits of Venus across 
the sun's disk. Another involves the attraction of the sun 
for the moon. But none of them is so accurate as those 
which have been described. 

167. The Elements of the Orbits of the Planets. — The 
position of a planet at any time depends upon the size, shape, 
and position of its orbit, together with the time when it was 
at some particular position, as the perihelion point. These 
quantities are called the elements of an orbit, and when they 
are given it is possible to compute the position of the planet 
at any time. 

The size of an orbit is determined by the length of its major 
axis. It is an interesting and important fact that the period 
of revolution of a planet depends only upon the major axis 
of its orbit, and not upon its eccentricity or any other ele¬ 
ment. The shape of an orbit is defined by its eccentricity. 
The position of a planet's orbit is determined by its orienta¬ 
tion in its plane and the relation of its plane to some standard 
plane of reference. _The longitude of the perihelion point 
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defines the orientation of an orbit in its plane. The plane 
of reference in common use is the plane of the ecliptic. The 
position of the plane of the orbit is defined by the location 
of the line of its intersection with the plane of the ecliptic 
and the angle between the two planes. The distance from 
the vernal equinox eastward to the point where the orbit of 
the body crosses the ecliptic 
from south to north is called 
the longitude of the ascend¬ 
ing node, and the angle be¬ 
tween the plane of the eclip¬ 
tic and the plane of the orbit 
is called the inclination. 

In Fig. 95, VNQ represents 
the plane of the ecliptic and 
SNP the plane of the orbit. 

The vernal equinox is at 7, 
the angle VSN is the longi- V 
tude of the ascending node, 
the angle VHN + NSP is 

the longitude of the perihelion, and the angle QNP is the 
inclination of the orbit. 

The elements of the orbits of the planets, which change 
very slowly, are given for January 1, 1916, in Table IV. 



Table IV 


Planbt 

Dib- 

TANCB, 
MiIj- 
IilONH OV 

Milhh 

PiainoD 

IN 

YuAnb 

Ecgbn- 

TUICITY 

Incli¬ 

nation 

TO 

Eclip¬ 

tic 

lA)Nai- 
TUDM OP 

Modu 

Lonqi- 

TUUM OP 

PHniiiB- 

LION 

TjOnoi- 
TUDM ON 

Jan. 1, 
lOlU 

Morcury 

30.0 

0.241 

0.20502 

7’’ 

0' 

47° 

20' 

70“ 

9' 

334" 

2' 

VomiH . 

07.2 

0.016 

0.00081 

3 

24 

75 

55 

130 

23 

346 

50 

Earth . 

02.0 

1.000 

0.01074 

0 

00 

— 

101 

30 

90 

40 

Mara. . 

141.5 

1.881 

0.09332 

1 

61 

48 

55 

334 

31 

110 

25 

Jupitor . 1 

4S3.3 

11.802 

0.04830 

1 

IS 

09 

30 

12 

58 

3 

51 

Saturn . 

8S0.0 

29.458 

0.06583 

2 

30 

112 

55 

91 

24 

102 

20 

Uranus . 

1781.9 

84.016 

0.04700 

0 

46 

78 

34 

106 

18 

312 

0 

Noptuno 

2791,6 

104.788 

0.00854 

1 

47 

130 

61 

43 

54 

120 

12 
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To the elements of the orbits of the planets must be 
added the direction of their motion in order to be altogether 
complete. The result is very simple, for they all revolve in 
the same direction, namely, eastward. 

The most interesting and important element of the plane¬ 
tary orbits is the mean distance. The distance of Neptune 
from the sun is 30 times that of the earth and nearly 80 
times that of Mercury. Since the amount of light and 
heat received per unit area by a planet varies inversely as 
the square of its distance from the sun, it follows that if the 
units are chosen so that the amount received by the earth 
is unity, then the respective amounts received by the several 
planets are: Mercury, 6 . 66 ; Venus, 1.91; Earth, 1.00; 
Mars, 0.43; Jupiter, 0.037; Saturn, 0 . 011 ; Uranus, 0.0027; 
Neptune, 0 . 0011 . It is seen that the earth receives more 
than 900 times as much light and heat per unit area as Nep¬ 
tune, and that in the case of Mercury and Neptune the 
ratio is more than 6000. Obviously, other things being 
equal, the climatic conditions on planets differing so greatly 
in distance from the sun would be enormous. 

As seen from Neptune the sun presents a smaller disk 
than Venus does to us when nearest to the earth. It is 
sometimes supposed that Neptune is far away in the night 
of space where the sun looks simply like a bright star. This 
is far from the truth, for, since the sunlight received by the 
earth is 600,000 times full moonlight, and Neptune gets 
■ 5 ^ as much light as the earth, it follows that the illu¬ 
mination of Neptune by the sun is nearly 700 times that of the 
earth by the brightest full moon. Another erroneous idea 
frequently held is that Neptune is so far away from the sun 
that it gets a considerable fraction of its light from other 
suns. The nearest known star is more than 9000 times as 
distant from Neptune as Neptune is from the sun, and, con¬ 
sequently, Neptune receives more than 80,000,000 times a^ 
much light and heat as it would if the sun were at the dis-^ 
tance of the nearest star. 
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It is almost impossible to get a correct mental picture of 
the enormous dimensions of the solar system, and there are 
often misconceptions in regard to the relative dimensions of 
the orbits of the various planets. To assist in grasping these 
distances, suppose one has traveled sufficiently to have 
obtained some comprehension of the gi'eat size of the earth. 
Then he is in a position to attempt to appreciate the distance 
to the moon, which is so far that in spite of the fact it is more 
than 2000 miles in diameter, it is apparently covered by a 
one-cent piece held at the distance of 6.6 feet. In terms 
of the earth^B dimensions, its distance is about 10 times ’^he 
circumference of the earth. It is so remote that about '14 
days would be required for sound to come from it to the 
earth if there were an atmosphere the whole distance to trans¬ 
mit it at the rate of a mile in 5 seconds. 

Now consider the distance to the sun; it is 400 times that 
to the moon. If the earth and sun were put 4 inches apart 
on such a diagram as could be printed in this book, on the 
same scale the distance from the earth to the moon would be 
of an inch. If sound could come from the sun to the 
earth with the speed at which it travels in air, 15 years would 
be required for it to cross the 92,900,000 of miles between 
the earth and sun. Some one, having found out at what 
rate sensations travel along the nerve fibers from the hand 
to the brain, proved by calculation that if a small boy with 
a sufficiently long arm should reach out to the sun and burn 
his hand off, the sensation would not arrive at his brain so 
that he would be aware of his loss unless he lived to be more 
than 100 years of age. 

The relative dimensions of the orbits of the planets can be 
best understood from diagrams. Unfortunately, it is not 
possible to represent them to scale all on the same diagram. 
Figure 96 shows the orbits of the first four planets, together 
with that of Eros, which occupies a unique position, and which 
has been used in getting, the scale of the system. Figure 97 
shows the orbits of the planets from Mars to Neptune on a 
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scale which is about ^ that of the preceding figure. The 
most noteworthy fact is the relative nearness of the four 



inner planets and the enormous distances that separate the 
outer ones. 

168. The Dimensions, Masses, and Rotation Periods of 
the Planets. — The planets Mercury arid Venus have no 
known satellites and their masses are subject to some un¬ 
certainties. The rotation periods of Mercury and Venus 
are very much in doubt because of their unfavorable po¬ 
sitions for observation, while the distances of Uranus and 
Neptune are so great that so far it ha.s been impossible to 
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see clearly any markings on their surfaces. There is some 
uncertainty in the diameters of the planets on account of 



what is called irradiation, which makes a luminous object 
appear larger than it actually is. 

The data given in Table V are based partly on Barnard^s 
many measures at the Lick Observatory, and partly on 
those adopted for the American Ephemeris and Nautical 
Almanac. 
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Table V 


Body 

Mban 

Diambtbb 

Mass 

(Eabth «= 1) 

Density 

(Watbb»=1) 

SUBPACB 

Gravity 

(t7“l) 

Period op 
Rotation 

Inclina¬ 
tion OF 
Equator 
TO Orbit 

Sun . . 

864,392 

329,390 

1.40 

27.64 

25 d. 8h. 

7° 15' 

Moon . 

2,160 

0.0122 

3.34 

0.16 

27 d. 7.7 h. 

6° 41' 

Mercury 

3,009 

0.045(?) 

4.48 (?) 

0.31(?) 

? 

? 

Venus . 

7,701 

0.807 (?) 

4.85 (?) 

0.85 

? 

7 

Earth. . 

7,918 

1.0000 

5.53 

1.00 

23 h. 56 m. 

^3° 27' 

Mara 

4.339 

0.1065 

3.58 

0.36 

24 h. 37 m. 

23“ 59' 

Jupiter . 

88,392 

314.50 

1.25 

2.52 

9 h. 55 m. 

3“ 

Saturn 

74,163 

94.07 

0.63 1 

1.07 

10 h. 14 m. 

27“. 

Uranus . 

30,193 

14.40 

1.44 ' 

0.99 

? 

? 

Neptune 

34,823 

16.72 

1.09 

0.86 

?, 

? \ 


■ Some interesting facts are revealed by this table. The 
first four planets are very small compared to the outer four, 
and since their volumes are as the cubes of their diameters, 



Fig. 98. — Relative dimensions of sun and planets. 

the latter average more than a thousand times greater in 
volume than the former. The inner planets are much denser 
than the outer ones and, so far as known, rotate on their 
axes more slowly. 

Figure 98 shows an arc of the sun’s circumference and the 
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eight planets to the same scale. It is apparent from thi& 
diagram how insignificant the earth is in comparison with 
the larger planets, and how small they are all together in 
comparison with the sun. 

169. The Times for Observing the Planets. — Mercury 
and Venus arc most conveniently situated for observation 
;when they are near their greatest elongations, for then they 
are not dimmed by the mc)]*e brilliant rays of the sun. Whenj 
they are east of tlu^ sun they can be seen in the evening, anc^ 
when they are west of the sun they are observable only ini 
the morning. Ordinarily the evening is more convenienij 
for making obsei-vations than the morning, and therefore 
the results will be giv(^n only for tliis time. ' 

Those planets wh arc farther from the sun than the 
earth can be observiul l)est when they arc in opposition, or 
180° from the sun, for then they arc nearest the eartli and 
their illuminated sides tuv. toward the earth. When a planet 
is in opposition it (M’ossc^h the meridian at midnight, and it 
can be observed latc^ in th(^ evening in the eastern or south¬ 
eastern sky. 

The problem ai'ises of (h^termining at what times Mer¬ 
cury and Venus arc* at greatest eastern elongation, and at 
what times tlu^ otluw jdaiu^ts arc* in opposition. If the time 
at which a planc*t has its greatcist (^astern elongation is once 
given, the datc*s of all sucicuKuling (^astern cdongations can 
be obtained by adding to the original one multiples of its 
synodical period. If S represents the synodical period of an 
inferior planet, P its sidc*rc*al period, and E the eai“th*s period, 
the synodical period is givcm by (Arts. 120, 144) 

1 ^ 1 . 

P E ' 

and in the case of a superior planet the corresponding formula 
for the synodical period is 

A = i- 1 

S E P 

On the basis of the sidereal periods given in Table,IV, these 
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formulas, and data from the American Ephemeris and Nau¬ 
tical Almanac, the following table has been constructed:^ 


Table VI 



Eastbrn Elonqa* 

TION OE OPPOSiraON 

Synodxoal Pbbxod 

Mercury . . 

Venus. . . 

Mars . . . 

Jupiter . . 

Saturn . . 

Uranus . . 

Neptune . . 

Sept. 9, 1916 
April 23, 1916 
Feb. 9, 1916 
Oct. 23, 1916 
Jan. 4, 1916 
Aug. 10, 1916 
Jan. 22, 1916 

0 yr. 3 mo. 24.2 d. 

1 yr. 7 mo. 5.7 d. 

2 yr. 1 mo. 18.7 d. 
1 3 n-. 1 mo. 3.1 d. 
1 yr. 0 mo. 12.6 d. 
1 yr. 0 mo. 4.3 d. 
1 yr. 0 mo. 2.2 d. 

« 0.31726 yr. 
= 1.69882 yr. 
= 2.13523 yr. 
= 1.09206 yr. 
= 1.03514 yr. 
= 1.01205 yr, 
= 1.00611 yr. 


The superior planets are most brilliant when they are 
in opposition; the inferior planets are brightest some time 
after their greatest eastern elongation because they are 
then relatively approaching the earth and their decrease in 
distance more than offsets their diminishing phase. For 
example, in 1916 Venus was at its greatest eastern elongation 
April 23, but kept getting brighter until May 27. 

Mercury is so much nearer the sun than the earth that 
its greatest elongation averages only 23®, though it varies 
from 18° to 28° because of the eccentricity of the orbit of 
the planet. Consequently, it can be observed only for a 
very short time after the sun is far enough below the horizon 
for the brightest stars to be visible. Mercury at its brightest 
is somewhat brighter than a first-magnitude star. There is 
no difllculty in observing any of the other planets except 
Uranus and Neptune, Uranus being near the limits of visi¬ 
bility without optical aid, and Neptune being quite beyond 
them. Venus is brilliantly white and at its brightest quite 
surpasses every other celestial object except the sun and 
moon. Mars is of the first magnitude and decidedly red. 

I In this tabls the tropical year is used and 30 days are taken as oonstitut- 
ins month. 
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Jupiter is white and next to Venus in brilliance. Saturn is 
of the first magnitude and slightly yellowish. 

160. The Planetoids. — On examination it is found that 
the distance of each planet from the sun is roughly twice 
that of the preceding, with the exception of Jupiter, whose 
distance is about 3.5 times that of Mars. In 1772 Titius 
derived a series of numbers by a simple law which gave the 
distances of the planets (Uranus and Neptune were not 
known then) with considerable accuracy, except that there 
was a number for the vacant space between Mars and 
Jupiter. The law is that if 4 is added to each of the num¬ 
bers 0, 3, 6, 12, 24, 48, the sums thus obtained are nearly 
proportional to the distances of the planets from the sun. 
This law, commonly called Bode's law, because the writings 
of Bode made it widely known, rests on no scientific basis 
and entirely breaks down for Neptune, but it played an 
important r61e in two discoveries. One of these was that 
both Adams and Leverricr assigned distances to the planet 
Neptune on the basis of this law, and computed the other 
elements of its orbit from its perturbations of Uranus (Art. 
151). The other discovery to which Bodc's law contributed 
was that of the planetoids. 

Toward the end of the eighteenth century the idea became 
widespread among astronomers that there was probably an 
undiscovered planet between Mars and Jupiter whose dis¬ 
tance would agree with the fifth number of the Bode series. 
In 1800 a number of Gei*man astronomers laid plans to search 
for it, but before their work was actually begun Piazzi, at 
Palermo, on January 1, 1801, the first day of the nineteenth 
century, made the discovery when he noticed an object (appar¬ 
ently a star) where none had previously been seen. Piazzi 
called the new planet, which was of small dimensions, Ceres. 

After the discoveiy of Ceres had been made, but before 
the news of it had reached Germany by the slow processes 
of communication of those days, the philosopher Hegel 
pubHshed a paper in which he claimed to have proved by 

B 
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the most certain and conclusive philosophical reasoning that 
there were no new planets, and he ridiculed his astronomical 
colleagues for their folly in searching for them. 

Piazzi observed Ceres for a short time and then he was 
taken ill. By the time he had recovered, the earth had 
moved forward in its orbit to a position from which the 
planetoid could no longer be seen. In a little less than a 
year the earth was again in a favorable position for obser¬ 
vations of Ceres, but the problem of picking it up out of the 
countless stars that fill the sky, and from which it could not 
be distinguished except by its motions, was almost as difficult 
as that of making the original discovery. The difficulty 
was entirely overcome by Gauss, then a young man of 24, 
but later one of the greatest mathematicians of his time, for, 
under the stimulus of this special problem, he devised a 
practical method of determining the elements of the orbit 
of a planet from only three observations. After the ele¬ 
ments of the orbit of a body are known, its position can, be 
computed at any time. Gauss determined the elements of 
the orbit of Ceres, and his calculation of its position led to its 
rediscovery on the last day of the year. 

On March 28, 1802, Olbers discovered a second planetoid, 
which he named Pallas; on September 2, 1804, Harding 
found Juno; and on March 29, 1807, Olbers picked up a 
fourth, Vesta. No other was found until 1845, when Hencke 
discovered Astrsea, after a long search of 15 years. In 1847 
three more were discovered, and every year since that time 
at least one has been discovered. 

In 1891 a new epoch was started by Wolf, of Heidelberg, 
who discovered a planetoid by photography.. The method 
is simply to expose a plate two or three hours with the 
telescope following the stars. The star images are points, 
but the planetoids leave short trails, or streaks. Fig. 99, 
because they are moving among the stars. There are now 
all together more than 800 known planetoids. 

After the first two planetoids had been discovered it was 
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supposed that they miglit be simply the fragments of an 
original large planet which had been torn to pieces by an 
explosion. If such were the case, the different parts in their 
orbits around the sun would all pass through the position 
occupied by the planet at the time of the explosion; there¬ 
fore, for some time the search for new planetoids was largely 
confined to the regions about the points where the orbits 
of Ceres and Pallas intoi’scct. But this theory of their 


Fig. 99. — Photograph of stars showing a planetoid (Egcriu) trail in the 
center of the plate. Photographed by Parkhurst at the Yerkes Observatory. 

origin has been completely abandoned. The orbits of Eros 
and two other planetoids are interior to the orbit of Mars, 
while many are within 75,000,000 miles of this planet; on 
the other hand, many others are nearly 300,000,000 miles 
farther out, and the aphelia of four are even beyond the orbit 
of Jupiter. Their orbits vary in shape from almost perfect 
circles to elongated ellipses whose eccentricities are 0.35 to 
0.40. The average eccentricity of their orbits is about 0.14, 
or approximately twice that of the orbits of the planets. 
Their inclinations to the ecliptic range all the way from zero 
to 35*, with an average of about 9°. 
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The orbits of the planetoids are distributed by no means 
uniformly over the belt which they occupy. Kirkwood long 
ago called attention to the fact that the planetoids are infre¬ 
quent, or entirely lacking, at the distances at which their 
periods would be f, . . . of Jupiter's period. The 
numerous discoveries since the application of photography 
have still further emphasized the existence of these remark¬ 
able gaps. It is supposed that the perturbations by Jupiter 
during indefinite ages have cleared these regions of the 
bodies that may once have been circulating in them, but the 
question has not received rigorous mathematical treatment. 

The diameters of Ceres, Pallas, Vesta, and Jimo were 
measured by Barnard with the 36-inch telescope of the Lick 
Observatory, and he found that they are respectively 485, 
304, 243, and 118 miles. There are probably a few more 
whose diameters exceed 100 miles, but the great majority 
are undoubtedly much smaller. Probably the diameters of 
the faintest of those which have been photographed do not 
exceed 5 mileB. 

By 1898 the known planetoids were so numerous and their ' 
orbits caused so much trouble, because of their large per¬ 
turbations by Jupiter, that astronomers were on the point 
of neglecting them, when Witt, of Berlin, found one within 
the orbit of Mars, which he named Eros. At once great 
interest was aroused. On examining photographs which 
had been taken at the Harvard College Observatory in 
1893, 1894, and 1896, the image of Eros was found several 
times, and from these positions a very accurate orbit was 
computed by Chandler. The mean distance of Eros from 
the sun is 135,500,000 miles, but its distance varies consid¬ 
erably because its orbit has the high eccentricity of 0.22; 
its inclination to the ecliptic is about 11®. At its nearest, 
Eros is about 13,500,000 miles from the earth, and then con¬ 
ditions are particularly favorable for getting the scale of the 
solar system (Art. 156); and at its aphelion it is 24,000,000 
miles beyond the orbit of Mars (Fig. 96). 
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Not only is Eros remarkable because of the position of 
its orbit, but in February and March of 1901 it varied in 
brightness both extensively and rapidly. The period was 
2 hr. 38 mill., and at minimum its light was less than one 
third that at maximum. By May the variability ceased. 
Several suggestions were made for explaining this remarkable 
phenomenon, such as that the planetoid is very different in 
reflecting power on different parts, or that it is really com¬ 
posed of two bodies very near together, revolving so that the 
plane of their orbit at certain times passes through the 
earth, but the cause of this remarkable variation in bright¬ 
ness is as yet uncertain. 

161. The Question of Undiscovered Planets. — The 

great planets Uranus and Neptune have been discovered in 
modern times, and the question arises if there may not bo 
others at present unknown. Obviously any unknown planets 
must be either very small, or very near the sun, or beyond 
the orbit of Neptune, for otherwise they already would have 
been seen. 

The perihelion of the orbit of Mercury moves somewhat 
faster than it would if this planet wore acted on only by 
known forces. One explanation offered for this peculiarity 
of its motion is that it may bo disturbed by the attraction of 
a planet whose orbit lies between it and the sun. A planet 
in this position would be o])served only with difficulty be¬ 
cause its elongation from the sun would always be small. 
Half a century ago there was consi(lora])lo belief in the 
existence of an intra-Mercurian planet, and sev(M‘aI times 
it was supposed one had been observed. But j^liotograplis 
have been taken of the region around the sun at all recent 
total eclipses, and in no case has any object within the orbit 
of Mercury been found. It is reasonably certain that th(n*(^ 
is no object in this region more than 20 miles in diameter. 

The question of the existence of trans-Neptunian planets 
is even more interesting and much more difficult to answer. 
There is no reason to suppose that Neptune is the most rc- 
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mote planet, and the gravitative control of the sun extends 
enormously beyond it. There are two lines of evidence, 
besides direct observations, that bear on the question. If 
there is a planet of considerable mass beyond the orbit of 
Neptune, it will in time make its presence felt by its pertur¬ 
bations of Neptune. Since Neptune was discovered it has 
made less than half a revolution, and the fact that its observed 
motion so far agrees with theory is not conclusive evidence 
against the existence of a planet beyond. In fact, there are 
some very slight residual errors in the theory of the motion 
of Uranus, and from them Todd inferred that there is 
probably a planet revolving at the distance of about 50 as¬ 
tronomical units in a period of about 350 years. The con¬ 
clusion is uncertain, though it may be correct. A much 
more elaborate investigation has been made by Lowell, who 
finds that the slight discrepancies in the motion of Uranus 
are notably reduced by the assumption of the existence of 
a planet at the distance of 44 astronomical units (period 290 
years) whose mass is greater than that of the earth and less 
than that of Neptune. 

It will be seen (Art. 196) that planets sometimes capture 
comets and reduce their orbits so that their aphelia are 
near the orbits of their captors. Jupiter has a large family 
of comets, and Saturn and Uranus have smaller ones. As 
far back as 1880, Forbes, of Edinburgh, inferred from a 
study of the orbits of those comets whose aphelia are beyond 
the orbit of Neptune that there are two remote members of 
the solar family revolving at the distances of 100 and 300 
astronomical units in the immense periods of 1000 and 5000 
years. W. H. Pickering has made an extensive statistical 
study of the orbits of comets and infers the probable exist¬ 
ence of three or four trans-Neptunian planets. The data 
are so uncertain that the correctness of the conclusion is 
much in doubt. 

162. The Zodiacal Light and the Gegenschein. — The 
zodiacal light is a soft, hazy wedge of light stretching up 
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from the horizon along the ecliptic just as twilight is ending 
or as dawn is beginning. Its base is 20° or 30° wide and it 
generally can be followed 90° from the sun, and sometimes 
it can be seen as a narrow, very faint band 3° or 4° wide en¬ 
tirely aroimd the sky. It is very difficult to decide precisely 
what its limits arc, for it shades very gradually from an 
illumination perhaps a little brighter than the Milky Way 
into the dark sky. 

The best time to observe the zodiacal light is when the 
ecliptic is nearly perpendicular to the horizon, for then it is 
less interfered with by the dense lower air. In the spring 
the sun is very near the vernal equinox. At this time of 
the year the ecliptic comes up after sunset from the western 
horizon north of the equator, and makes a large angle with 
the horizon. (Consequently, the spring months are most 
favorable for observing the zodiacal light in the evening, and 
for analogous nnusons the autumn months are most favorable 
for observing it in the morning. It cannot be seen in strong 
moonlight. 

Th(i (legcntichcinj or counterglow, is a veiy faint patch of 
light in th(^ sky on the ecliptic (exactly opposite to the sun. 
It is oval in shapes from 10° to 20° in length along the ee.liptic, 
and about half Jis wi(i(^ It was fii*st discovered by Brorsen 
in 1854, and later it wiis found independently by Backhouse 
and Barnard. It is so excessively faint that it has been 
observed by only a few people. 

The cause of th(^ gegenschein is not certainly known. 
It has been suggested that it is a sort of swelling in the 
zodiacal Ixind which appears to be a continuation of the 
zodiacal light. This explanation calls for an explanation of 
the zodiacal light, which, of course, might well be independ¬ 
ently asked for. The zodiacal light is almost certainly due 
to the reflection of light from a great number of small ]>arti- 
cles circulating around the sun in the plane of tlie earth^s 
orbit, and extending a little beyond the orbit of th(j earth. 
An observer at 0, Fig. 100, would see a considerable num- 
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her of these illuminated particles above his horizon H ; and 
with the conditions as represented in the diagram, the zodi- 
. ^ . acal band would extend faintly 
, •'^'-1 - - • beyond the zenith and across the 
sky. 

It is not clear from this theory 
of the zodiacal light why there 
should be a condensation exactly 
opposite the sun. But at a point 
930,000 miles from the earth, 
which is beyond the apex of its 
shadow, there is a region where, 
in consequence of the combined 
forces of the earth and sun, 
wandering particles tend to circulate in a sort of djmamic 
whirlpool. It has been suggested that the circulating parti¬ 
cles which produce the zodiacal light are caught in this 
whirl and are virtually condensed enough to produce the 
observed phenomenon of the gegenschein. 



Fia. 


100. — Explanation of 
the zodiacal light. 


xn. QUESTIONS 

1. Which of the methods of measuring the distance from the earth 
to the sun depend upon our knowledge of the size of the earth, and 
which are independent of it ? 

2. Make a single drawing showing the orbits of all the planets 
to the same scale. On this scale, what are the diameters of the earth 
and of the moon's orbit ? 

3. If the sun is represented by a globe 1 foot in diameter, what 
would be the diameters and distances of the planets on the same 
scale ? 

4. How long would it take to travel a distance equal to that from 
the sun to the earth at the rate of 60 miles per hour ? How much 
would it cost at 2 cents per mile ? 

5. The magnitude of the sun as seen from the earth is — 26,7. 
What is its magnitude as seen from Neptune ? As seen from Nep¬ 
tune, how many times brighter is the sun than Sirius ? 

6. If Jupiter were twice as far from the sun, how much fainter 
would it be when it is in opposition ? 
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7. How gi'Qat are the variations in the distanoos of the planotrt 
from the sun which are duo to the eccentricities of thoir orbits ? 

8. Suppose the earth and Neptune were in a line between the 
sun and the nearest star; how much brighter would the star appear 
from Neptune than from the earth ? 

9. In what respects are all the planets similar ? In wliat respects 
are the four inner planets similar but different from the four out(ir 
planets? In what respects are the four outer planets similar but 
different from the four inner planets ? 

10. Find the velocities with wliich the planets move, assuming 
thoir orbits are circles. 

11. Find the next dates at which Mercury and Venus will have 
their greatest eastern elongations, and at which Mars, Jupiter, and 
Saturn will Iw in opposition. 

12. If possible, observe the zodiacal light and describe its location 
and characteristics. 



CHAPTER IX 
THE PLANETS 


I. Mercury ajstd Venus 

163. The Phases of Mercury and Venus. — The inferior 
planets Mercury and Venus are alike in several respects and 
may conveniently be treated together. They both have 
phases somewhat analogous to those of the moon. When 
they are in inferior conjunction, that is, at A, Fig. 101, their 

dark side is toward 
earth and their 
\phase is new. Since 
‘^ the orbits of these 

. ^ . 9 '^ .planets are inclined 

' ‘ 111 

somewhat to the plane 

/ of the ecliptic, they 

' do not in general pass 

_ , . ... , . across the sun’s disk. 

If they do not make 
a transit, they present an e3rtremely thin crescent when they 
have the same longitude as the sun. As they move out 
from A toward B their crescents increase, and their disks, 
as seen from the earth, are half illuminated when they have 
their greatest elongation at 5. During their motion from 
inferior conjunction at A to their greatest elongation at B, 
and on to their superior conjunction at C, their distances 
from the earth constantly increase, and this increase of 
distance to a considerable extent offsets the advantage 
arising from the fact that a larger part of their illuminated 
areas are visible. In order that an inferior planet may be 
seen, not only must its illuminated side be at least partly 
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toward the earth, but it must not be too nearly in a line with 
the sun. For example, a planet at C, Fig. 101, has its il¬ 
luminated side toward the earth, but it is invisible because 
it is almost exactly in the same dhection as the suil. 

The variations in the apparent dimensions of Venus are 
greater than those of Mercury because, when Venus is near¬ 
est the earth, it is much nearer than the closest approach of 
Mercury, and when it is farthest from the earth, it is much 
farther than the most remote point in Mercury’s orbit. 
At the time of inferior conjunction the distance of Venus is 
25,700,000 miles, while that of Mercury is 56,900,000 miles; 
and at superior conjunction their respective distances are 
160,100,000 and 128,900,000 miles. These numbers are 
modified somewhat by the eccentricities of the orbits of 
these three bodies, and especially by the large eccentricity 
of the orbit of Mercury. 

Mercury and Venus transit across the sun’s disk only 
when they pass through inferior conjunction with the sun 
near one of the nodes of their orbits. The sun is near the 
nodes of Mercury’s orbit in May and November, and con¬ 
sequently this planet transits the sun only if it is in inferior 
conjunction at one of these times. Since there is no simple 
relation between the period of Mercury and that of the 
earth, the t]*ansits of Mercury do not occur very frequently. 
A transit of Mercury is followed by another .at the same node 
of its orbit after an interval of 7, 13, or 46 years, according 
to circumstances, for these periods are respectively very 
nearly 22, 41, and 145 synodical revolutions of the planet. 
Moreover, there may be transits also when Mercury is near 
the other node of its orbit. The next transits of Mercury will 
occur on May 7, 1924, and on November 8, 1927. Mercury 
is so small that its transits can be observed only witli a 
telescope. 

The transits of Venus, which occur in June and December, 
are even more infrequent than those of Mercury. The 
transits of Venus occur in cycles whose intervals are, starting 
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with a June transit, 8,105.5,8, and 121.5 years. The last two 
transits of Venus occurred on December 8, 1874, and on 
December 6, 1882. The next two will occur on June 8, 
2004, and on June 5, 2012. 

The chief scientific uses of the transits of Mercury and 
Venus are that they give a means of determining the posi¬ 
tions of these planets, they make it possible to investigate 
their atmospheres, and they were formerly used indirectly 
for determining the scale of the solar system (Art. 156). 

164. The Albedoes and Atmospheres of Mercury and 
Venus. — The albedo of a body is the ratio of the light which 
it reflects to that which it receives. The amount of light 
reflected depends to a considerable extent upon whether or 
not the body is surrounded by a cloud-filled atmosphere. A 
body which has no atmosphere and a rough and broken 
surface, like the moon, has a low albedo, while one covered 
with an atmosphere, especially if it is filled with partially 
condensed water vapor, has a liigher reflecting power. Every 
one is famiUar with the fact that the thunderheads which 
often appear in the summer sky shine as white as snow 
when illuminated fully by the sun^s rays. It was found by 
Abbott that their albedo is about 0.65. If an observer could 
see the earth from the outside, its brightest parts would 
undoubtedly be those portions of its surface which are 
covered either by clouds or by snow. 

The albedo of Mercury, according to the careful work of 
Muller, of Potsdam, is about 0,07, while that of Venus is 
0.60. This is presumptive evidence that the atmosphere 
of Mercmy is either very thin or entirely absent, and that 
that of Venus is abundant. 

It follows from the kinetic theory of gases (Art. 32) and 
the low surface gravity of Mercury (Art. 158, Table V) that 
Mercin-y probably does not have suflScient gravitative con¬ 
trol to retain a very extensive atmospheric envelope. This 
inference is confirmed by the fact that, when Mercury 
transits the sun, no bright ring is seen around it such as would 
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be observed if it were surrounded by any considerable atmos¬ 
phere. Moreover, Miiller found that the amount of light 
received from Mercury at its various phases proves that it 
is reflected from a solid, uneven surface. Therefore there is 
abundant justification for the conclusion that Mercury has 
an extremely tenuous atmosphere, or perhaps none at all. 

The evidence regarding the atmosphere of Venus is just 
the opposite of that encountered in the case of Mercury. 
Its considerable mass and surface gravity, approximating 
those of the earth, naturally lead to the conclusion that it 
can retain an atmosphere comparable to our own. But the 
conclusions do not rest alone upon such general arguments; 
for, when Venus transits the sun, its disk is seen to be sur¬ 
rounded by an illuminated atmospheric ring. Besides this, 
when it is not in transit, but near inferior conjunction, the 
illuminated ring of its atmosphere is sometimes seen to 
extend considerably beyond the horns of the crescent. Also, 
the brilliancy of Venus decreases somewhat from the center 
toward the margin of its disk where the absorption of light 
would naturally be the greatest. Spectroscopic observa¬ 
tions, which arc as yet somewhat doubtful, point to the 
conclusion that the atmosphere of Venus contains water 
vapor. Taking all the evidence together, we ai-e justified in 
the conclusion that Venus has an atmospheric envelope 
coiTesponding in extent, and possibly in composition, to that 
of the earth. 

166. The Surface Markings and Rotation of Mercury. — 

The first astronomer to obscivc systematically and continu¬ 
ously the surface markings of the sun, moon, and planets 
was Schroter (1745-1816). He was an astronomer of ram 
enthusiasm and groat patience, but seems sometimes to 
have been led by his lively imagination to erroneous 
conclusions. 

Schroter concluded from observations of Mercury made 
in 1800, that the period of rotation of this planet is 24 hours 
and 4 minutes. This result was quite generally accepted 
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until after Schiaparelli took up his systematic observations 
of the planets, .at. Milan, about 1880. Schiaparelli found 
that Mercury could be much better seen in the daytime, 
when it was near the meridian, than in the evening, because 
the illumination of the sky was found to be a much less 
serious obstacle than the absorption and irregularities of 
refraction which were encountered when Mercmy was near 
the horizon. His experience in this matter has been con¬ 
firmed by later astronomers. 

Schiaparelli came to the conclusion, from elusive and 
vague marldngs on the planet, that its axis is essentially 
perpendicular to the plane of its orbit, and that its periods 
of rotation and revolution are the same. These results are 
agreed to by Lowell, who has carefully observed the planet 
with an excellent 24-inch telescope at Flagstaff, Aiiz. 
Although the observations are very difficult, we are perhaps 
entitled to conclude that the same face of Mercury is always 
toward the sun. 

166. The Seasons of Mercury. — If the period of rota¬ 
tion of Mercury is the same as that of its revolution, its sea¬ 
sons are due entirely to its varying distance from the sun 
and the varying rates at which it moves in its orbit in har¬ 
mony with the law of areas. The eccentricity of the orbit 
of Mercury is so great that at perihelion its distance from the 
sun is only two thirds of that at aphelion. Since the amount 
of light and heat the planet receives varies inversely as 
the square of its distance from the smi, it follows that the 
illumination of Mercury at aphelion is only four ninths of 
that at perihelion. It is obvious that this factor alone would 
make an important seasonal change. 

Whatever the period of rotation of Mercury may be, its 
rate of rotation must be essentially uniform. Since it 
moves in its orbit so as to fulfill the law of areas, its motion 
of revolution is sometimes faster and sometimes slower than 
the average. The result of this is that not exactly the same 
side of Mercury is always toward the sun, even if its periods 
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of revolution and rotation are the same. The mathematical 
discussion shows that, at its greatest, it is 23®.7 ahead of its 
mean position in its orbit, and consequently, at such a time, 
the sun shines around the surface of Mercury 23®.7 beyond 
the point its rays would reach if its orbit were strictly a 
circle. Similarly, the planet at times gets 23°.7 behind its 
mean position. That is. Mercury has a libration (Art. 129) 
of 23°.7. If Mercury’s period of rotation equals its period 
of revolution, there are, therefore, 132®.6 of longitude on 
the planet on which the sun always shines, an equal amount 
on which it never shines, and two zones 47®.4 wide in which 
there is alternating day and night with a period equal to 
the period of the planet’s revolution around the sun. 

If the periods of rotation and revolution of Mercury are 
the same, the side toward the sun is perpetually subject to 
its burning rays, which are very nearly seven times as 
intense as they are at the distance of the earth, and, more¬ 
over, they are never cut off by clouds or reduced by on 
appreciable atmosphere. The only possible conclusion is 
that the temperature of this portion of the planet’s surface 
is very high. On th(i side on which the sun never shines the 
temperature must bci extremely low, for there is no atmos¬ 
phere to carry heat to it from the warm side or to hold in 
that which may be conducted to the surface from the interior 
of the planet. The intermediate zones are subject to alter¬ 
nations of heat and cold with a period equal to the period 
of revolution of tlie planet, and every temperature between 
the two extremes is found in some zone. 

167. The Surface Markings and Rotation of Venus.— 
The history of the observations of Venus and the conclu¬ 
sions regarding its rotation are almost the same as in the 
case of Mercury. As early os 1740 J. J. Cassini inferred from 
the observations of his predecessors that Venus rotates on its 
axis in 23 hours and 20 minutes. About 1790 Schroter con¬ 
cluded that its rotation period is about 23 hours and 21 
minutes, and that the inclination of the plane of its equator 
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to that of its orbit is 53°. These results were generally 
accepted until 1880, when Schiaparelli announced that Venus, 
like Mercury, always has the same face toward the sun. 

The observations of Schiaparelli were verified by himself 
in 1895, and they have been more or less definitely confirmed 
by Perrotin,’ Tacchini, Mascari, Cerulli, Lowell, and others. 
However, it must be remarked that the atmosphere interferes 
with seeing the surface of Venus and that the observations 
are very doubtful. Moreover, recent direct observations 
by a number of experienced astronomers point to a period of 
rotation of about 23 or 24 hours. 

The spectroscope can also be applied imder favorable 
conditions to determine the rate at which a body rotates. 
In 1900 Belopolsky concluded from observations of this sort 
that the period of rotation of Venus is short. More accurate 
observations by Slipher, at the Lowell Observatory, show no 
evidence of a short period of rotation. The preponderance 
of evidence seems to be in favor of the long period of rotation, 
but the conclusion is at present very uncertain. 

168. The Seasons of Venus. — The character of the sea¬ 
sons of Venus depends very much upon whether the planet^s 
period of rotation is approximately 24 hours or is equal 
to its period of revolution. If the planet rotates in the 
shorter period and if its equator is somewhat inclined to 
the plane of its orbit, the seasons must be quite similar to 
those of the earth, though the temperature is probably some¬ 
what higher because the planet is nearer to the sun. On the 
other hand, if the same face of Venus is always toward the 
sun, the conditions must be more like those on Mercury, 
though the range of temperatures cannot be so extreme 
because its atmosphere reduces the temperature on the side 
toward the sun and raises it on the opposite side by carrying 
heat from the warmer side to the cooler. 

Suppose the periods of rotation and revolution of Venus are 
equal. Since the orbit of Venus is very nearly circular, it is 
subject to only a small libration and only a very narrow zone 
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around it has alternately day and night. The position of 
the sun in its sky is nearly fixed and the climate at every 
place on its surface is remarkably uniform. There must be a 
system of atmospheric currents of a regularity not known on 
the earth, and it has been suggested that all the water on 
the planet was long ago carried to the dark side in clouds and 
precipitated there as snow. This conclusion is not neces¬ 
sarily true, for it seems likely that the air would ascend on 
the heated side and lose its moisture by precipitation before 
the high currents which would go to the dark side had pro¬ 
ceeded far on their way. 

Considered as a whole, Venus is more like the earth than 
any other planet; and, so far as can be determined, it is in 
a condition in which life can flourish. In fact, if any other 
planet than the earth is inhabited, that one is probably 
Venus. It must be added, however, that there is no direct 
evidence whatever to support the supposition that there 
is life upon its surface. 


II. Mars 

169. The Satellites of Mars. — In August, 1877, Asaph 
Hall, at Washington, discovered two very small satellites 
revolving eastward around Mars, sensibly in the plane of its 
equator. They are so minute and so near the bright planet 
that they can be seen only with a large telescope, and usually 
it is advantageous, when observing them, to obscure Mars 
by a small screen placed in the focal plane. These satellites 
are called Phobos and Deimos. The only way of determin¬ 
ing their dimensions is from the amount of light they reflect 
to the earth. Though Phobos is considerably brighter 
than Deimos, its diameter probably does not exceed 10 miles. 

Not only are the satellites of Mars very small, but in other 
respects they present only a rough analogy to the moon 
revolving around the earth. The distance of Phobos from 
the center of Mars is only 6850 miles, while that of Deimos 
is 14,650 miles. That is, Phobos is only 3680 miles from the 

T 
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surface of the planet. The curvature of the planet’s surface 
is such that Phobos could not be seen by an observer from 
latitudes greater than 68® 15' north or south of the planet’s 
equator. The relative dimensions of Mars and the orbits 
of its satellites are shown in Fig. 102, 

As was seen in Art. 154, the period of a satellite depends 
upon the mass of the planet around which it revolves and 

upon its distance from 
the planet’s center. Not¬ 
withstanding the small 
mass of Mars, its satel¬ 
lites are so close that 
their periods of revolu¬ 
tion are very short, the 
period of Phobos being 
7 hrs. 39 m. and that 
of Deimos being 30 hrs. 
18 m. Since Mars ro¬ 
tates on its axis in 24 hrs. 
and 37 m., Phobos makes 
more than 3 revolutions 
while Mars is making 
one rotation. It there¬ 
fore rises in the west, passes eastward across the sky, and 
sets in the east. Here is an example in which the direction 
of apparent motion and actual motion are the same. The 
period of Phobos from meridian to meridian is 11 hrs. and 
7 m. On the other hand, Deimos rises in the east and sets 
in the west with a period from meridian to meridian of 
131 hrs. and 14 m. 

170. The Rotation of Mars. — In 1666 Hooke, an English 
observer, and Cassini, at Paris, saw dark streaks on the 
ruddy disk of Mars, and these features of the planet’s sur¬ 
face are so definite and permanent that even to-day astrono¬ 
mers can recognize the objects which these men observed 
and drew. Some of them are shown in Fig. 103, which is a 






Fig. 102. — Mars and the orbits of its 
satellites. 
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series of 9 photographs, taken one after the other at short 
intervals, by Barnard, at the Yerkes Observatory. By 
comparing observations at one time with those made at a 
later date the period of rotation of the planet can be found. 
In fact, considerable rotation is observable in the short 
interval covered by the photographs in Pig. 103. Hooke 



Fig. 103. —Mars. Photographed hy Barnard with ffie tdeacope of 

the Yerkee Observatory, Sept. S8, 1909. 


and Cassini soon discovered that Mara turns on its axis in 
a period of a little more than 24 hrs. By comparing their 
observations with those of the present day it is found that 
its period of rotation is 24 hrs. 37 m. 22.7 .secs. The 
high order of accuracy of this result is a consequence of the 
fact that the importance of the errors of the observations 
diminishes as the time over which they extend increases. 

The inclination of the plane of the equator of Mars to 
the plane of its orbit is between 23° and 24°. The inclina¬ 
tion cannot be determined as accurately as the period of 
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rotation because the only advantage of a long series of 
observations consists in their number. But, in spite of its 
imcertainty, the obliquity of the ecliptic of Mars to its 
equator is certainly approximately equal to that of the 
earth, and, consequently, the seasonal changes are quali¬ 
tatively much like those of the earth. One important 
difference is that the period of Mars is about 23 months, 
and, therefore, while its day is only a httle longer than that 
of the earth, its year is nearly twice as long. It is not meant 
to imply by these statements that the climate of Mars is 
similar to that of the earth. Its distance from the sun is 
so much greater that the amount of light and heat it receives 
per unit area is only about 0.43 of that which the earth 
receives. 

171. The ^bedo and Atmosphere- of Mars. — According 

the observations of Miiller, the albedo of Mars is 0.15, 

! which indicates probably a thin atmosphere on the planet. 

The surface gravity of Mars is only 0,36 that of the earth, 

; and, consequently, it would be expected on the basis of the 
I kinetic theory of gases that it might retain some atmosphere, 

; though not a very extensive one. Direct observations of 
' the planet confirm this conclusion. In the first place, its 
surface can nearly always be seen without appreciable inter¬ 
ference from atmospheric phenomena. If the earth were 
seen from a distant planet, such as Venus, not only would 
the clouds now and then entirely shut off its surface from 
view, but the reflection and absorption of light in regions 
where there were no clouds would probably make it impos¬ 
sible to see distinctly anything on its surface. 

The fact that Mars has a rare atmosphere is also proved 
by the suddenness with which it cuts off the light from 
stars when it passes between them and the earth. Those 
planets which have extensive atmospheres, such as Jupiter, 
extinguish the light from the stars more gradually. If the 
atmosphere of Mars, relatively to its mass, were of the same 
density as that of the earth, it would be rarer at the surface 
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of the planet than our atmosphere is at the top of the loftiest 
mountains. 

A number of lines of evidence have been given for the 
conclusion that the atmosphere of Mars is not extensive. 
The question occasionally arises whether it has any atmos¬ 
phere at all. The answer to this must be in the affirmative, 
because faint clouds, possibly of dust or mist, have often 
been observed on its surface. They are very common along 
the borders of the bright caps which cover its polas. Another 
related phenomenon wliich is very remarkable and not 
easy to exphiin is that, sometimes for considerable periods, 
the planet^s whole disk is dim and obscure as though covered 
by a thin mist. 

While the cause 
of this obscura¬ 
tion is not 
known, it is sup¬ 
posed that it is 
a phenomenon 
of the atmos¬ 
phere of tllG 
planet. Besides 
this. Mars undergoes sejisoiial changes, not only in the polar 
caps, which will be considered in the next article, but also 
even in conspicuous markings of other types. Figure 104 
givcvs three drawings of the same side of Mars by Barnaxd, 
on S(^i)tomber 23, Octobcn- 22, and October 28, 1894, showing 
notable temporary changes in its appearance. 

172. The Polar Caps and the Temperature of Mars. — 
The surface of Mars on the whole is dull brick-red in color, 
but its polar regions during their winter seasons are covered 
with snow-white mantles. One of these so-called polar 
caps somc^times develops in the course of two or three days 
over an area reaching down from the pole 25® to 35°; it 
remains undiminished in brilliancy during the long winter 
of the planet; and, as the spring advances, it gradually 



Fid. 104. — Burniird’a drawinRS of Miifh. 
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diminishes in size, contracting first around the edges; it 
then breaks up more or less, and it sometimes entirely dis¬ 
appears in the late summer. 

After the southern polar cap has shrunk to the dimensions 
given by Bamard^s observation of August 13, 1894, Fig. 

105, an elongated white 
patch is found to be left 
behind the retreating white 
sheet. The same thing was 
observed in the same place 
at the corresponding Mar¬ 
tian season in 1892, and also 
at later oppositions. This 
means that the phenome¬ 
non is not an accident, but 
that it depends upon the 
nature of the surface of 
Mars, Barnard has sug¬ 
gested that there may be 
an elevated region in the 
place on which the spot is 
observed where the snow 
or frost remains imtil after 
it has entirely disappeared 
in the valleys. At any rate, 
this phenomenon strongly 
points to the conclusion 
that there are considerable 
irregularities in the surface 
of Mars, though on the 
whole it is probably much 
smoother than the earth. 
This is an important point 
which must be borne in 
mind in interpreting other things observed upon the surface 
of the planet. 


MAY 21 


JULY 2 


JULY 8 


JULY 29 


AUG. 7 


AUG. 13 


SEPT, a 


Fig. 105. — Disappearance of polar cap 
of Mars (Barnard). 
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The polar cap around the south pole of Mars has been 
more thoroughly studied than the one at the north pole 
because the south polo is turned toward the earth when Mars 
is in opposition near the perihelion point of its orbit. The 
eccentricity of the orbit of this planet is so great that its 
distance from the orbit of the earth when it is at its perihelion 
(which is near the aphelion of the earth^s orbit) is more than 
23,000,000 miles less than when it is at its aphelion. How¬ 
ever, in the course of immense time the mutual perturbations 
of the planets will so change the orbit of Mars that its north¬ 
ern polar region will be more favorably situated for observa¬ 
tions from the earth than its southern. 

If the polar caps of Mars are due to snow, there must be 
water vapor in its atmosphere. The spectroscope is an 
instrument which under suitable conditions enables the 
astronomer to determine the constitution of the atmosphere 
of a celestial body from which he receives light. Mars is 
not well adapted to the purpose because, in the first place, 
the light received from it is only reflected sunlight which 
may have traversed more or less of its shallow and tenuous 
atmosphere; and, in the second place, the atmosphere of 
the earth itself contains usually a large amount of water 
vapor. It is not cjisy to make sure that the absorption 
spectral lines (Art. 225) may not be due altogether to the 
water vapor in the eartli’s atmosphere. 

The early spectroscopic investigations of Huggins and 
Vogel pointed toward the existence of water on Mars; the 
later ones by Keeler and Campbell, with much more powerful 
instruments and under better atmospheric conditions, gave 
the opposite result; but the spectograms obtained by Slipher 
at the Lowell Observatory, under exceptionally favorable 
instrumental and climatic conditions, again indicate water 
on Mars. In view of the difficulties of the problem, a nega¬ 
tive result could scarcely be regarded as being conclusive 
evidence of the entire absence of water on Mars, while 
evidence of a small amount of water vapor in its atmosphere 
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is not unreasonable and is quite in harmony with the phe¬ 
nomena of its polar caps. 

The distance of Mars from the sim is so great that it 
receives only about 0.43 as much light and heat per unit 
area as is received by the earth. The question then arises 
how its polar caps can nearly, or entirely, disappear, while 
the poles of the earth are perpetually buried in ice and 
snow. The responses to this question have been various, 
many of them ignoring the fundamental physical principles 
on which a correct answer must be based. 

In the first place, consider the problem of determining 
what the average temperature of Mars would be if its atmos¬ 
phere and surface structure were exactly like those of the 
earth. That is, let us find what the temperature of the earth 
would be if its distance from the sun were equal to that of 
Mars. The amount of heat a planet radiates into space on 
the average equals that which it receives, for otherwise its 
temperature would continually increase or diminish. There¬ 
fore, the amount of heat Mars radiates per unit area is on 
the average 0.43 of that radiated per unit area by the earth. 
Now the amount of heat a body radiates depends on the 
character of its surface and on its temperature. In this 
calculation the surfaces of Mars and the earth are assumed 
to be alike. According to Stefan's law, which has been veri¬ 
fied both theoretically and experimentally, the radiation of 
a black body varies as the fourth power of its absolute 
temperature. Or, the absolute temperatures of two black 
bodies are as the fourth roots of their rates of radiation. 

Now apply this proportion to the case of Mars and the 
earth. On the Fahrenheit scale the mean annual surface 
temperature of the whole earth is about 60°, or 28° above 
freezing. The absolute zero on the Fahrenheit scale is 
491° below freezing. Therefore, the mean temperature of 
the earth on the Fahrenheit scale counted from the absolute 
zero is about 491° + 28° = 519°. Let x represent the 
absolute temperature of Mars; then, under the assumption 
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that its surface is like that of the earth, the proportion becomes 
a::519 =-v^0:43:'v/I, 

from which it is found that x = 420*^. That is, under these 
hypotheses, the mean surface temperature of Mars comes 
out 49r-420° = 71° below freezing, or 7r-32° = 39° 
below zero Fahrenheit. 

The results just obtained can lay no claim to any par¬ 
ticular degree of accuracy because of the uncertain hypotheses 
on which they rest. But it does not seem that the hypothesis 
that the surfaces of Mars and the earth radiate similarly 
can be enough in error to change the results by very many 
degrees. If the atmosphere of Mars were of the same con¬ 
stitution as that of the earth, but simply more tenuous, its 
actual temperature would be lower than that found by the 
computation. On the other hand, if the atmosphere of 
Mars contained an abundance of gases which strongly 
absorb and retain heat, such as water vai)or and carbon 
dioxide, its mean tempej’ature might be considerably above 
— 39°. But, taking all these possibilities into consideration, 
it seems reasonably certain that the mean tempcirature of 
Mars is considerably below zero Fahrenheit. The question 
then arises how its polar caps can almost, or entirely, 
disappe^ar each summer. 

The fundamental principles on which precipitation and 
evaporation depend can I)e understood by considering these 
phenomena in ordinary meteorology. If there is a large 
quantity of wat(‘r vepor in the air and the temperature 
falls, there is precipitation bc^fore the frec^zing point is niudu'd, 
and the result is rain. On the other hand, if the iimount of 
watc^r vapor in tlie air is small, there is no precipitation 
until aft(T tlie temperature has descended below the freezing 
point of water. In this case when precipitation occurs it 
is in the form of snow or hoar frost. 

The reverse procovss is similar. Suppose the temperature 
of snow is slowly being increased. If there is only a very 
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little water vapor in the air surrounding it, the snow evapo¬ 
rates into water vapor without first melting. On the other 
hand, if the atmosphere contains an abundance of' water 
vapor, the snow does not evaporate until after its tempera¬ 
ture has risen above the freezing point. But at the freezing 
point the snow turns into water. 

The gist of the whole matter is this: If the water vapor 
in the atmosphere is abundant, precipitation and evapora¬ 
tion take place above the freezing point; and if it is scarce, 
precipitation and evaporation take place below the freezing 
point. The temperature at which these processes begin 
depends only on the density of water vapor present and not 
at aU upon the constitution and density of the remainder of 
the atmosphere. For example, snow evaporates (or sub¬ 
limes) at —35° Fahrenheit when the density of the water 
vapor surrounding it is such that its pressure is less than 
0.00018 of ordinary atmospheric pressure; or, if this is the 
water-vapor pressure and the temperature falls below —35°, 
snow is precipitated. Similarly, water evaporates at 80° 
Fahrenheit if the pressure of the water above it is less than 
0.034 of atmospheric pressure; or, with this pressure of 
water vapor, precipitation occurs if the temperature falls 
below 80°. This explains why the earth’s atmosphere on 
the whole is much dryer in the winter than it is in the summer. 

The application to Mars is simple. Suppose its polar 
caps are actually due to snow or hoar frost, as they appear 
to be. The fact that they nearly or entirely disappear in 
the long summers means only that the atmosphere is dry 
enough for evaporation to take place at the temperature 
which prevails on the planet. If the temperature of Mars 
were Imown, the amount of water vapor in its atmosphere 
could be computed from the phenomena of the polar caps; and 
conversely, if the amount of water vapor in the atmosphere 
of Mars were known, its temperature could be computed. 

Some direct considerations on the possible temperature 
of Mars have been given, and reference has been made to 
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the possibility of determining the water content of its 
atmosphere by means of the spectroscope. There is an 
additional line of evidence which bears on the question in 
hand. The surface of the planet is largely of a brick-red 
color, and is interpreted as being in a desert condition. While 
there are dark regions which have been supposed possibly to 
be marshes, there are certainly no large bodies of water on 
its surface comparable to the oceans and seas upon the 
earth. These things confirm the conclusion that water is 
not abundant on Mars and that its mean temperature may 
be below zero; but, in the equatorial regions in the long sum¬ 
mers, the temperature may rise for a considerable time even 
above the freezing point. 

173. The Canals of Mars. — In 1877, Schiaparelli, an 
Italian observer of Milan, made the first of a series of impor¬ 
tant discoveries respecting the surface markings of Mars. 
Although he had only a modest telescope of 8.75 inches' aper¬ 
ture, he found that the brick-red regions, which had been 
supposed to be continental areas, were crossed and recrossed 
by many straight, dark, greenish streaks which always 
ended in the darker regions known as seas.” These streate 
were of great length, extending in uniform width from a few 
hundred miles up to three or four thousand miles. While 
they appeared to be very narrow, they must have been at 
least 20 miles across. Schiaparelli called them ” canali ” 
(channels), which was translated as “ canals,” a designation 
unfortunately too suggestive, for they have no analogy to 
anything on the earth. When a number of them intersect, 
there is generally a dark spot at the point of intersection 
which is called a lake.” Sometimes a number of them 
intersect at a single point; and, according to Lowell, the 
junctions of canals are always surrounded by lakes, while 
lakes are found at no other places. 

In the winter of 1881-82 Mars was again in opposition, 
though not so near the earth as in 1877. Schiaparelli not 
only verified his earlier observations, but he also found the 
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remarkable fact that a number of the canals had doubled; 
that is, that, in a number of cases, two canals ran parallel 
to each other at a distance of from 200 to 400 miles, as shown 
on Loweirs map in Fig. 106, which is a photograph of a 
globe on which he had drawn all the markings he had 
observed. The doubhng was found to depend upon the sea- 



Fiq. 106. — Lowell’s map of Mars. 


sons and to develop with great rapidity when the sun was 
at the Martian equinox. 

The history of the observations of the markings of Mars 
since the time of Schiaparelli is filled with the most remark¬ 
able contradictions. The observations of the keen-eyed 
Italian have been confirmed by a number of other astrono¬ 
mers, among whom may. be mentioned Perrotin and Thollon, 
of Nice, Williams, of England, W. H. Pickering, of Harvard, 
and especially Lowell, who has a large 24-inch telescope 
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favorably located at Flagstaff, Arizona. On the other hand, 
many of the foremost observers working with the Very lar¬ 
gest telescopes, such as Antoniadi, with the 32.75-mch Meu- 
don refractor, the Lick observers, with the great 36-inch 
telescope, Barnard, with the 40-inch Yerkes telescope, and 
Hale, with the 60-inch reflector of the Solar Observatory at 
Mt. Wilson, California, have been entirely unable to see the 
canals. This does not mean that they have not seen mark¬ 
ings on Mars, for they 
have observed many of 
them; but they do not 
find the narrow, straight 
lines, observed by Schia¬ 
parelli, Lowell, and 
others. In Fig. 107 four 
views of Mars are shown 
as seen by Barnard with 
the great telescope of the 
Lick Observatory, and 
Fig. 108 is a photograph 
made with the 60-inch 
reflecting telescope of the 
Mt. Wilson Solar Ob¬ 
servatory. In the midst 
of these conflicting results 

it is difficult to draw any certain conclusion; but it must 
be remembered in considering such a subject that reliable 
positive evidence ought to outweigh a large amount of nega¬ 
tive evidence. 

174. Explanations of the Canals of Mars. — The explana¬ 
tions of the canals of Mars have been extremely varied. 
Many astronomers believe they are illusions of some sort. 
They think the eye in some way integrates the numerous 
faint markings which certainly exist on Mars into straight 
lines and geometrical figures. The experiments of Maunder 
and Evans and the more recent ones of Newcomb of having 



Fig. 107, — DniwinRS of Mure in 1804 by 
Barnard at tho Lick Observatory. 
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a number of persons make drawings of what they could see 
on a disk covered with irregular marks and held slightly 
beyond the limits of distinct vision, strildngly confirm this 
conclusion. Antoniadi states in the most imequivocal terms 
that the observations of Mars at the opposition of 1909 give 



Fig. 108. — Photograph of Mors (the 60-inch reflector of the Mt. Wilson 
Solar Observatory). 


to the theory of the objective existence of canals on Mars 
an unanswerable confutation. Other astronomers hold that 
such a network of markings on a planet whose surface is 
certainly somewhat uneven is inherently improbable, and 
should not be accepted without the most conclusive evidence. 

At the other extreme stands Lowell, who maintains that 
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not only are the canals real but that they prove the existence 
on the planet of highly intelligent beings. He argues for 
the reaUty of the canals on the ground that they always 
appear at well-defined positions on the planet and that they 
change in a systematic way with the seasons. He argues that 
they are artificial because they always run along the arcs of 
great circles, because several of them sometimes cross at a 
point with the utmost precision, and because in many cases 
two of them run perfectly parallel for more than a thousand 
miles. Obviously this remarkable regularity could not be 
the result of such processes as the erosion of rivers or the 
cracking of the surface. 

W. H. Pickering first suggested that the canals may be 
due to vegetation, and Loweirs theory is an elaboration of 
this idea. Lowell believes the streaks, Icnown as canals, 
are strips of vegetation 20 or more miles wide, which grow 
on a region irrigated by lateral ditches from a largo central 
canal. This explains their seasonal character. Moreover, 
he finds the streaks first developing near th(^ dark (marshy ?) 
regions and extending gradually out from them even across 
the equator of the planet to regions having the opposite soii- 
son. The explanation given for this phenomenon is that 
when the snow of the polar caps melts, the resulting water 
first collects in the marshes and is led thence out into the 
waterways which extend through the centers of th(i canals. 
The observations of Lowell show that, according to his 
explanation, water must flow along the canals at the rat(^ 
of 2.1 miles per hour. He infers from the elaborate system 
of irrigated regions that Mars is inhabited by creatures 
possessing a high order of intelligence. 

Although Loweirs theory seems highly improbable and may 
be altogether wrong, life may nevertheless exist upon Mars. 
But if there is life on this planet, the creatures which inhabit 
it must be very different physically from those on the earth, 
because it would be necessary for them to be adapted to an 
entirely different environment. On Mars the surface gravity 
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is less than on the earth, the light and heat received from 
the sun are less and the temperature is probably far lower, 
the atmosphere is much less abundant, and it may be quite 
different in constitution, and the seasonal changes are 
nearly twice as long. The plants and animals which in¬ 
habit the earth are more or less perfectly adapted to the 
conditions existing on its surface, and the conditions have 
not been made to fit them, as was once generally believed. 
Similarly, life on other planets must be adapted to the 
environment in which it is placed or it would shortly perish. 

Further, if Mars or any other world is inhabited, there is 
no reason to suppose that its highest intelligence has reached 
the precise stage attained by the human race. The most 
intelligent creatures on another planet may be in the condi¬ 
tion corresponding to that in which our ancestors were when 
they lived in caves and ate uncooked food; or, millions of 
years ago they may have passed through the stage of strife 
and deadly competition in which the human race is to-day. 

It is a curious fact that those who know but little about 
astronomy are nearly always very much interested in the 
question whether other worlds are inhabited, while as a rule 
astronomers who devote their whole lives to the subject 
scarcely give the question of the habitability of other planets 
a thought. Astronomers are doubtless influenced by the 
knowledge that such speculations can scarcely lead to cer¬ 
tainty, and they are deeply impressed by the fundamental 
laws which they find operating in the universe. Nevertheless, 
there seems to be no good reason why we should not now 
and then consider the question of the existence of life, not 
only on the other planets of the solar system, but also on the 
millions of planets that possibly circulate around other suns. 
Such speculations help to enlarge our mental horizon and 
to give us a better perspective in contemplating the origin 
and destiny of the human race, but we should never forget 
that they are speculations. 
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III. Jupiter 

176. Jupiter’s Satellite System. — The first objects dis¬ 
covered by Galileo when he pointed his little telescope to 
the sky in 1610 were the four brightest moons of Jupiter. 
They are barely beyond the limits of visibility without optical 
aid and, indeed, could be seen with the unaided eye if they 
were not obscured by the dazzling rays of Jupiter, No other 
satellite of Jupiter was discovered until 1892, when Barnard, 
then at the Lick Observatory, caught a glimpse of a fifth 
one very close to the planet. It is so small and so buried 
in the rays of the neighboring brilliant planet that it can 
be seen only by experienced obaeiwers with the aid of the 
most powerful telescopes in the world. 

Early in 1905 Perrine found by photography that Jupiter 
has still two more satellites which are more remote fi*om the 
planet than those previously known. Their distances from 
Jupiter are both about 7,000,000 miles and their periods of 
revolution are about 0.75 of a year. The eccentricities of 
their orbits are considerable and their paths actually loop 
through one another. The mutual inclination of their 
orbits is 28° and they do not pass nearer than 2,000,000 
miles of each other. 

The seven satellites so far enumerated revolve around 
Jupiter from west to east, but two more have been dis¬ 
covered whose motion is in the opposite direction. The 
eightli was found by Melottc, at Greenwich, England, in 
January, 1908. It revolves around Jupiter at a mean 
distance of approximately 14,000,000 miles in a period 
of about 740 days. Its orbit is inclined to Jupiter’s equa¬ 
tor by about 28°. The ninth was discovered by S. B. 
Nicholson, in July, 1914, at the Lick Observatory. Its 
mean distance from Jupiter is about 15,400,000 miles and its 
period is nearly 3 years. These remote satellites arc very 
small and faint, the ninth being of the nineteenth magni¬ 
tude, and the eighth about one magnitude brighter. 
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The first four satellites discovered are numbered I, II, 
III, IV in the order of their distance from Jupiter. The 
fiLfth, although it is very close to Jupiter, was given the 
number V. The orbits of these five satellites, shown in 
Pig. 109, are nearly circular and lie in the plane of Jupiter’s 
equator. The four larger satellites are of considerable 
dimensions and their diameters have been determined by 
Barnard, the results being given in the following table: 


Table VII 


SaTBIiLITS] 

DiflTANOH PROM 

Cb^ttbr of Jupiter 

Period of 
Revolution 

Diameter 

V (Unnamed). 
I(Io) . . . 
II (Europa) 

III (Ganymede) 

IV (Callisto) . 
VI (Unnamed). 

VII (Unnamed). 

VIII (Unnamed). 
IX (Unnamed). 

112,500 mi. 
261,000 mi. 
415,000 mi. 
664,000 mi. 
1,167,000 mi. 
7,300,000 mi. 
7,500,000 mi. 
14,000,000 ± mi. 
15,400,000 ± mi. 

Od. llh. 57m. 

Id. 18h. 28m. 

3d. 13h. 14m. 

7d. 3h. 43m. 
16d. 16h. 32m. 
about 266 days 
about 277 days 
about 740 days 
nearly 3 years 

about 100 mi. 
2452 mi. 
2045 mi. 
3568 mi. 
3345 mi. 
small 
small 

very small 
very small 


176. Markings on Jupiter’s Satellites. — The great dis¬ 
tance of Jupiter makes it difficult to detect any but large 
and distinctly colored markings on its satellites. In 1890 
Barnard found satellite I to be elongated parallel to the 
equator of Jupiter when transiting its darker portions and 
elongated, or double, in the opposite direction when passing 
over its brighter parts. He interpreted this as meaning that 
the poles of the satellite are dark and that the equatorial 
belt is Ught colored. The accompanying drawing, Fig. 110, 
showing the satellite transiting a light region above and a 
dark one below, exhibits the observed appearance at the 
left and the probable actual condition at the right. When 
held at some distance from the eye, the two appesbr the 
same. 
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Some observers have thought that satellites III and IV are 
somewhat elliptical in shape, but Barnard has observed 





Fig. 


lOfi. — Orhiia of first four siitollitoa of 
Jupiter. 


them repeatedly with 
the great Lick and 
Yerkes telescopes and 
has been quite unable 
to detect in them any 
departures from strict 
sphericity. Various 
maiidngs have been 
at times observed on 
the satellites, and 
Douglas inferred from 
his observations of 
satellite III that its 
period of rotation is 
about 7 hours. At 
present these arc mat¬ 
ters of speculation. 

177. Discovery of the Finite Velocity of Light. — A very 
important discovery was made in connection with observa¬ 
tions of Jupiter^s satellites. The periods of revolution of the 

four largest satellites naturally 
i wei-e determined when Jupiter 

was in opposition, and therefore 
nearest the earth. Since the 
satellites are in the plane of 
Jupiter’s equator, which is only 
slightly inclined to the ecliptic-, 
they are eclipsed when they 
pass behind Jupiter. From their 
periods of revolution thc^ times 
at which they will be eclipsed 
- ■ .- - can be predicted. 

Suppose the periods of revo- 
of Jupiter's satoiiite I. lution of the satellites and tiio 
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times at which they are ecUpsed are determined when the 
earth is in the vicinity of Ei, Fig. 111. Six months later, 
when the earth has arrived at -B 2 , its distance from Jupiter 
is greater by appro^dmately the diameter of the earth’s 
orbit, and then the eclipses of the satellites are found to 
be behind their predicted times by the time required for 
light to travel across the earth’s orbit. From such obser¬ 
vations, in 1675, the Danish astronomer Romer inferred that 
it takes light 600 seconds to travel a distance equal to that 
from the sun to the earth. Later observations have shown 
that the correct time is 498.58 seconds. When the distance 



Fig. 111. — Discovery of velocity of light from eclipses of Jupiter's satellites. 


from the earth to the sun has been determined by independ¬ 
ent means, the velocity of hght can be found from this 
interval, which is called the light.equation. 

At the present time the velocity of light can be deter¬ 
mined much more accurately by physical experiments on 
the surface of the earth than it can from observations of 
Jupiter’s satellites. The work of Fizeau, Michelson, and 
Newcomb shows that it is very approximately 186,324 miles 
per second. From this velocity and the light equation of 
498.58 seconds, the distance to the sun can be computed. 

178. The Rotation of Jupiter. — The surface of Jupiter 
is covered with a great number of semi-permanent mark¬ 
ings from which its rotation can be determined. The period 
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of rotation for spots near the equator has been found to be 
about 9 hrs. and 50 m., and for those in higher latitudes about 
9 hrs. and 57 m., with an average of 9 hrs. and 54 m,; that 
is, between the equatorial zone and high latitudes there is a 
difference in the period of about ^ of the whole period. 
In 85 rotations the equator gains a rotation on the higher 
latitudes. Moreover, as Barnard has found, the rates of 
rotation in corresponding northern and southern latitudes 
are quite different in several zones. 

The circumference of Jupiter is nearly 300,000 miles, and 
it follows from this and its rate of rotation that the motion 
at its equator is about 30,000 miles per hour. Consequently, 
if two spots whose periods of rotation differ by 7; minutes 
were both near the equator, they would pass each other 
with the relative speed of 30,000 -4- 85 = 353 miles per 
hour. Though spots whose periods differ by 7 minutes are 
probably in no case in approximately the same latitude, yet 
they must have large relative motions. Compare these 
results with the speed of from 70 to 100 miles per hour with 
which tornadoes sweep along the surface of the earth. 

The fact that the equatorial belt of Jupiter rotates in a 
shorter period than its higher latitudes is a most roinarkablo 
phenomenon. If it were an isolated case, one would natu¬ 
rally suppose that the ptjculiarity was due to irregularitic^s 
of motion inherited from the time of its origin. Such cur¬ 
rents in a body in a fluid' condition would be destroyed by 
friction only very slowly; but the same phenomenon is 
also found in the case of Saturn and the sun. It can hardly 
be supposed that the thj’ec are mere coincidences. If they 
are not, the implication is that these peculiarities of 
rotation have been produced by similar causes. It has 
been suggested, as will be explained in Arts. 253, 254, that 
the cause may bo the impacts of circulating meteors or other 
material. 

179. Surface Markings of Jupiter. — The characteristic 
markings of Jupiter are a series of conspicuous dark and 
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bright belts which stretch around the planet parallel to its 
equator as shown in Figs. 112, 113, and 114. The central 
equatorial belt is usually very light and about 10,000 miles 
wide; on each side is a belt of reddish-brown color generally 
of about the same width. Several other alternately light 
and dark belts can be made out in higher latitudes, though 
not as distinctly as the equatorial belts, partly, at least, 
because they are observed obliquely. The belts vary con¬ 
siderably in width from year to year as the drawings. 

Fig. 114, by Hough 
show. On the whole, 
the southern dark belt 
of Jupiter is wider 
and more conspicuous 
than the northern 
one. 

A good telescope 
under favorable at¬ 
mospheric conditions 
reveals in the belts 
many details which 
continually change as 
though what we see 

is cloudlike in struc- 
Fio. 112. — Jupiter, Sept. 7. 1013 (Barnard). MlowB 

from the low mean density of the planet and the almost 
certain central condensation that its exterior parts, to a 
depth of many thousands of miles, must have a very low 
density; and it is improbable that anything which is visible 
from the earth approaches the solid state. 

Dark spots often appear on Jupiter, especially in the north¬ 
ern hemisphere, which gradually turn red and finally van¬ 
ish. The most remarkable and permanent spot so far known 
appeared in 1878 just beneath the southern red belt. When 
first discovered it was. a pinkish oval about 7000 miles across 
in the. direction perpendicular to the equator, and about 
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30,000 miles long parallel to the equator. In 'a year it had 
changed to a bright red color and was by far the most con* 
spicuous object on the planet. It has since then been known 
as “ the great red spot,” but it has undergone many changes, 
both in color and brightness. At the present time it has 
become rather inconspicuous, and the material of which it is 






‘K. 





Fia. 113. — PhotoRniphs <jf JujHtor (E. C. Sliphor, Lowoll ObHorvntory). 


composed seems to b(^ sinking back beneath the vapors which 
surround the planet. 

A very remarkable tiling in connection with the red spot 
was that its period of rotation increased 7 seconds the first 
eight years following its discovery, but it has remained essen¬ 
tially constant since that time. Possibly the increase in 
period of rotation of the red spot, which was somowlmt 
longer than that of the surrounding material which continu¬ 
ally flowed by it, was due to its being elevated so that its 
distance from the axis of rotation of the planet was increased. 
Under these conditions the rate of rotation would be reduced 
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in harmony with the principle of the conservation of moment 
of momentum (Art. 46). At any rate, changes in rotation 
are always accompanied by considerable changes in color 
and visibility of the parts affected, 

180. The Physical Condition and Seasonal Changes of 
Jupiter. — In considering the physical condition of Jupiter 
it should be remembered that it has the low average density 

of 1.26 on the water 
standard, that its surface 
markings are not perma¬ 
nent, and that there are 
violent relative motions 
of its visible parts. All 
these things indicate that 
Jupiter is largely gaseous 
near its surface. 

The surface gravity of 
Jupiter is 2.62 times that 
of the earth, and this 
produces great pressures 
in its atmosphere at 
moderate depths. These 
pressures are sustained 
by the expansive tenden¬ 
cies of the interior gases 
which may be composed 
Fig. 114. — Drawings of Jupiter show- of light elements, Or 
in widths of dark belts ^hich may have high 

temperatures. It has 
sometimes been supposed that the surface of Jupiter is very 
hot and that it is self-luminous, but such cannot be the case, 
for the shadows cast on the planet by the satellites are 
perfectly black, and when a satellite passes into the shadow 
of Jupiter it becomes absolutely invisible. 

In conclusion, we shall probably not be far from the 
truth if we infer that Jupiter is still in an early stage of its 
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evolution, rather than far advanced like the terrestrial 
planets, that it contains enormous volumes of gases which 
are in rapid circulation both along and perpendicular to its 
surface, and that possibly the energy of its internal fires 
gives rise to violent motions. 

The eccentricity of Jupiter^s orbit is very small and the 
plane of its equator is inclined only 3® 5' to the plane of its 
orbit. The factors which produce seasonal changes are, 
therefore, unimportant in the case of this planet. • Its dis¬ 
tance from the sun is so great that it receives per unit area 
only os much light and heat as is received by the earth; 
and, consequently, its surface must be cold unless it is 
warmed by internal heat. 

IV. Satubn 

181. Satum^s Satellite System. — Saturn, like Jupiter, 
has 9 satellites. The largest one was discovered by Huyghcns 
in 1655, then four more were found by J. D. Cassini between 
1671 and 1684, two by William Herschel in 1789, one by 
G. P. Bond and Lassell in 1848, and the ninth by W. H. 
Pickering in 1899. Pickering suspected the existence of 
a tenth in 1905, but the supposed discovery has not been 
confirmed. 

Saturn is so remote that the dimensions of its satellites arc 
only roughly known from their apparent brightness. All 
their masses are unknown except that of Titan, which, from 
its perturbation of its neigliboring satellite Hyperion, was 
found by Hill to be yy Vy Saturn. The 7 satellites 

which are nearest to Saturn revolve sensibly in the plane 
of its equator, while the orbit of the eighth, Japetus, is 
inclined about 10°, and that of the ninth about 20°. 

When the eighth satellite, Japetus, is on the western side 
of Saturn it always appears considerably brighter than when 
it is* on the eastern side. This difference in brightness is 
undoubtedly due to the fact that this satellite, like the moon, 
always has the some side toward the planet around which 
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it revolves, and that its two sides reflect light very unequally. 
Similar, but less marked, phenomena have been observed by 
Lowell and E. C, Slipher in connection with the first two 
satellites, and the explanation is the same as in the case of 
Japetus. 

Table VIII gives the list of Saturn's satellites, together 
with their mean distances from its center, their periods, and 
their approximate diameters. It will be observed that an 
enormous gap separates the first eight from the ninth. 

Figure 115 gives to scale the orbits of Saturn's satellites, 
with the exception of the ninth, which is too remote to be 
shown. The eight satellites revolve around Saturn from 
west to east, the direction in which it rotates, but the ninth, 
like the eighth and ninth satellites of Jupiter, revolves in 
the retrograde direction. This satellite was the first object 
discovered in the solar system having retrograde motion, 
and it aroused great interest. These retrograde revolutions 
have a fundamental bearing on the question of the origin 
of the satellite systems. 


Table VIII 


Satblltfb 

Distance from 
Center of 
Saturn 

Period of 
Revolution * 

Diameter 

I (Mimas) 

II (Eneeladus) 

III (Tethys) . 

IV (Dione) . . 
V (Rhea) . . 

VI (Titan) . . 
VII (Hyperion) 
VIII (Japetus) . 
IX (Phoebe) . 

117,000 mi. 
157,000 mi. 
186,000 mi. 
238,000 mi. 
332,000 mi. 
771,000 mi. 
934,000 mi. 
2,225,000 mi. 
7,996,000 mi. 

Od. 22h. 37m. 

1 8 53 

1 21 18 

2 17 41 

4 12 25 

15 22 41 

21 6 39 

79 7 54 

546 12 0 

about 600 mi. 
about 800 mi. 
about 1200 mi. 
about 1100 mi. 
about 1500 mi. 
about 3000 mi. 
about 500 mi. 
about 2000 mi. 
about 200 mi. 


The question may be asked why the remote satellites of 
both Jupiter and Saturn revolve in the retrograde direction. 
This question cannot be answered with certainty at the 
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present time. But it is certain that the farther a satellite 
is from a planet, the less securely is it held under the gravita- 
tive control of its primary; and there is a distance beyond 
which a satellite cannot permanently revolve because it 
would abandon 
the planet in 
obedience to the 
grojiter attraction 
of the sun. A 
mathematical dis¬ 
cussion of the 
problem shows 
that, at a given 
distance from a 
planet, motion in 
the retrograde di¬ 
rection is miicih 
more stable than 
in tlu^ forward 
directi,on; and 
consequently, out 
near the"; region 
where instability begins, it would be expected that only 
retrograde satellites would be found. The orbit of the ninth 
satellite of Saturn is in the region of stability even for direct 
motion; but Jupiter’s eighth and ninth satellites would 
both have tinstable orbits if they revolved in the forward 
direction at the sanies (listaiic(\s from Jupiter. 

182. Saturn's Ring System. — Saturn is distinguished from 
all the other planets by thixH^ wide, thin nngs which extend 
around it in the plane of its equator. They were first seen 
by Galileo in 1610, but their true character was not known 
until the observations of Huyghens in 1055. The dimensions 
of Saturn and its ring system according to the .extensive 
measurements of Barnard are given in Table IX, 
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Table IX 


Equatorial radius of Saturn. 38,235 miles 

Center of Saturn to inner edge of crape ring . . 44,100 miles 

Center of Saturn to inner edge of bright ring . . 55,000 miles 

Center of Saturn to outer edge of bright ring . . 73,000 miles 

Center of Saturn to inner edge of outer ring . . 75,240 miles 

Center of Saturn to outer edge of outer ring . . 86,300 miles 


The distance from the surface of Saturn to the inner edge 
of the thin, faint ring, known as “ the crape ring,^' is nearly 
6000 miles. The width of the crape ring is about 11,000 
miles. Outside of the crape ring is the main bright ring, 
whose width is about 18,000 miles. Its brightness increases 



Fig. 116. — Saturn with rings tilted at greatest angle (drawing by Barnard). 


from its junction with the crape ring outward nearly to its 
outer margin. At its brightest place it is as luminous as the 
planet itself. Beyond the main bright ring there is a dark 
gap about 2200 miles across. It is known as “ Cassini's 
Division " because it was first observed by Cassini. Outside 
of this dark space is the outer bright ring with a width of 
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about 11,000 miles. The distance across the whole ring 
system from one side to the other is about 172,600 miles. 

The rings of Saturn are inclined about 27® to the plane of 
the planet’s orbit and about 28® to the plane of the ecliptic. 
Consequently, they are observed from the earth at a great 
variety of angles. When their inclination is high, Saturn 
and its ring system present through a good telescope one of 
the finest sights in the heavens, as is evident from Figs. 



Fiu. 117. — Biiturn. Fhotofiraphcd Nov. 10^ 1011, ivith the GO^iiich tcloHCope 
of the Mount Solar Observatory. 


116 and 117. When their ])lane passes through the earth, 
they appear to be a very thin line and oven cmtirely disap¬ 
pear from view for a few hours, as Barnard found wlum 
observing them with the great 40-inch telescope in 1907. 
It follows that the rings must be very thin, their thickness 
probably not exceeding 50 miles. When the rings were nearly 
edgewise to the earth, Barnard could see them faintly; but 
the places wliich arc entirely vacant when they arc highly 
inclined to the earth, were found to be brighter than the placei^ 
where the rings are really brilliant (Fig. 118). Barnard 
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made the suggestion that this appearance is due to the fact 
that light ahining from the sun through the open regions is 
reflected back from the interior edges of the denser parts of 
the rings. 

183. The Constitution of Saturn’s Rings. — The bright 
rings of Saturn have the same appearance of solidity and 
continuity as the planet itself. It was generally believed 
until about a century ago that they were solid or fluid. Yet 
since 1715, when J. Cassini first mentioned the possibility, 
it has frequently been suggested that the rings may be simply 



Fig. 118. — RmgB of Saturn, December 12, 1907 (drawing by Barnard). ' 


swarms of meteors, or exceedingly minute satellites, revolv¬ 
ing aroimd the planet in the plane of its equator. Such 
small bodies would exert only negligible gravitational influ¬ 
ences upon one another, and their orbits would be sensibly 
independent of one another except for collisions. 

The meteoric theory of the constitution of Saturn^s rings 
was first rendered probable by Laplace, who showed that 
a symmetrical, sohd ring would be dynamically unstable. 
That is, solid rings would be something like spans of enormous 
bridges, whose ends do not rest upon the planet but upon 
other portions of the rings. They would have to be com¬ 
posed of inconceivably strong material to withstand the 




CH. IX, 183] 


THE PLANETS 


303 


strains due to their motion and the gravitational forcuis to 
which they would be subjected. In 1857, Clerk-Maxwoll 
proved from dynamical considerations that the rings could 
be neither solid nor fluid, and that they were, therefore^, (com¬ 
posed of small independent particles. Now, if they tir(c 
meteoric, those parts which We nearest the planet must 
move fastest, just as those planets which are nearest the sun 
move fastest; while, if they are solid, the opposite must be 
the case. In 1805, Keeler showed by line-of-sight obsccr- 
vationa with the spectroscope (Art. 226) that the inneer parbs 
not only move fastest, but that all parts mov(c preccisely 
as they would move if they were made up of totally diHCon- 
nected particles, the innermost pariicles of the crape ring 
performing their revolution in about 5 hours, wliilic tluc outer¬ 
most particles of the outer bright ring require 137 hours to 
complete a revolution. Moreover, Barnard found tliat tluy 
do not cast perfectly black shadows, for he saw .Ia]^etus 
faintly illuminated by the rays of the sun whicch filteretl 
through the ring. Hence it may be considerc^cl as firmly 
established that the rings of Saturn are swarms of m(ct('f)rs. 

Rings are strange substitutes for satellites, but a prob¬ 
able explanation of their existence in place of satellites is at 
hand. A planet exerts tidal strains upon satellit(cs in it,s 
vicinity, and these tendencies to rupture increase v(cry 
rapidly as the distance of the satellite decreases. In 1848, 
Roche proved that these tidal forces would break up a fluid 
satellite of the same deilsity as the planet around whic.h iL 
revolved if its distance were less than 2.44 . . , radii of 
the planet. The limit would be less for demser satellii(‘s, 
and a little less for solid satellites, but not much less if thecy 
were of large dimensions. It is seen from the nuinl)ers 
in Table IX, or from Fig. 116, that the rings are within this 
limit. It is not supposed that they are the pulveriz(^(l 
remains of satellites that ever did actually exist, but rather 
that the material of which they are composed is subj(jct 
to such forces that the mutual gravitation of the separate 
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particles can never draw them together into a single body. 
If they should unite into a satellite, it would probably be 
small, for they are not massive enough to have produced 
by their attraction any disturbance of the motions of the 
satellites which can so far be observed. 

One more interesting thing remains to be mentioned. If 
a meteor were to revolve in the vacant space between the 
rings known as Cassini's division, its period would be nearly 
conunensurable with the periods of four of the satellites, 
and would be one half that of Mimas. Kirkwood called 
attention to this relation, which is entirely analogous to that 
found in the case of the planetoids (Art. 160). Encke and 
other astronomers have suspected that there is a narrow 
division between the crape ring and the inner edge of the 
bright ring, where the period of a revolving meteor would 
be one third that of Mimas. More recently Lowell has been 
convinced by his observations at Flagstaff of the existence 
of several other very narrow divisions at places where the 
periods of revolving particles would be simply commensur¬ 
able with the periods of Mimas or Enceladus. But in order 
to secure perfect commensurability he was led to the con¬ 
clusion that Saturn is composed of layers of different den¬ 
sities, and that the inner ones are more oblate, and, there¬ 
fore, rotate faster, than the outer ones. 

184. On the Permanency of Saturn's Rings. — The ques¬ 
tion at once arises whether the meteoric constitution of the 
rings, in which there is abundant opportunity for collisions, 
is a permanent one. The fact that the rings exist and are 
separated from the planet by a number of thousands of 
miles, while beyond them there are 9 satellites, indicates 
that they are not transitory in character. The only cir¬ 
cumstance that distinguishes them dynamically from the 
satellites is the possibility of their collisions. If a collision 
occurred, at least some heat would be generated at the 
expense of their energy of motion. When the revolutionary 
energy of a body is decreased, its orbit diminishes in size. 
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Therefore, when two of the small bodies of which Saturn's 
ring is composed collide, the orbit of at least one of them 
must be diminished in size. These collisions with the accom¬ 
panying degradation of energy are probably taking place at 
a very slow rate. If so, the rings of Saturn are slowly shrink¬ 
ing down on the planet. It may be that the crape ring is 
the result of particles whose orbits have been reduced from 
the larger dimensions of the bright ring by collisions with 
other particles. 

185. The Surface Markings and the Rotation of Saturn. — 
The surface markings of Saturn are much like those of 
Jupiter, though, of course, they are not seen so well because 
of the great distance of this planet. There are a bri^t 
equatorial belt and a number of darker and broader belts in 
the higher latitudes, though they are less conspicuous than 
the belts on Jupiter. 

It has been rather difficult for observers to find spots on 
Saturn conspicuous and lasting enough to enable them to 
determine the period of its rotation. From observations 
made in 1794 Herschel concluded that its period of rotation 
is 10 hrs. and 16 m.; Hall's observation of a bright equatorial 
spot in 1876 gave for this spot a period of 10 hrs. and 14 m. 
This was generally adopted as the period of Saturn's rotation, 
particularly after it had been verified by a number of other 
observers. But, in 1903, Barnard discovered some bright 
spots in northern latitudes, and his observations of them, 
together with those of several other astronomers, showed 
that these spots were passing around Saturn in 10 hrs. and 
38 m. This difference in period means that there is a relative 
drift between the material of Saturn's equatorial belt and 
that of its higher latitudes of 800 or 900 miles per hour. 

In sharp contrast to the planet Jupiter, the plane of the 
equator of Saturn is inclined to the plane of its orbit by an 
angle of 27®. This is a still higher inclination than those 
found in the case of the earth and Mars, and would hardly 
be expected in so large a planet as Saturn after finding that 

X 



306 AN INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY [ch. ix, 185 


the axis of Jupiter is almost exactly perpendicular to the 
plane of its orbit. 

186. The Physical Condition and Seasonal Changes of 
Saturn. — The density of Saturn is about 0.63 on the water 
standard. Consequently, it must be largely in a gaseous 
condition. Probably no considerable portion of it is purely 
gaseous, for it. seems more likely, in view of the fact that it 
is opaque, that the gases of which it is composed-are filled 
with minute liquid particles, just as om* own atmosphere 
becomes charged with globules of water, forming clouds. 

The remarkable relative motions of the different parts of 
the surface of Saturn show that it is at least in a fiuid state 
and that it is a place of the wildest turmoil. Doubtless it is 
a world whose evolution has not yet sufficiently advanced to 
give it any permanent markings, much less to fit it as a place 
in any way suitable for the abode of even the lowest forms of 
life. 

The high inclination of the plane of Saturn's equator to 
that of its orbit gives it marked seasonal changes. More¬ 
over, its orbit is rather more eccentric than the orbits of 
the other large planets. But it is so far from the sun that 
it receives only as much light and heat per unit area as 
the earth receives; and it follows that its surface is very cold 
unless it has an atmosphere of remarkable properties, or unless 
a large amount of heat is conveyed to it ftom a hot interior. 

A consequence of the rapid rate of rotation and low den¬ 
sity of Saturn is that it is very oblate. The difference be¬ 
tween its equatorial and polar diameters is nearly 6700 miles, 
or about 10 per cent of its whole diameter. Its oblateness 
is so great that it is conspicuous even through a telescope of 
6 inches' aperture. 

V. Ubajstcjs and Neptune 

187. The Satellite Systems of Uranus and Neptune. — 
Uranus has four known satellites, two of which were dis¬ 
covered by William Herschel, in 1787, and the other two 



CH. IX, 189] 


THE PLANETS 


307 


by Lassell, in 1851. Their distances are respectively 120,000, 
167,000, 273,000 and 365,000 miles, and their periods of 
revolution are respectively 2.5, 4.1, 8.7, and 13.5 days. 
Their diameters probably range between 500 and 1000 
miles. They all move sensibly in the same plane, but this 
plane is inclined about 98° to the plane of the planet's 
orbit; that is, if the plane of the orbits of the satellites is 
thought of as having been turned up from that of the planet's 
orbit, the rotation has been continued 8° beyond perpendicu¬ 
larity, and the satellites revolve in the retrograde direction. 

Neptune has one known satellite which was discovered 
by Lassell, in 1846. It revolves at a distance of 221,500 
miles in a period of 5 days 21 hours. Its diameter is probably 
about 2000 miles. The plane of its orbit is inclined about 
145° to that of the planet's orbit; that is, the inclination 
between the two planes is about 35° and the satellite revolves 
in the retrogi'ade direction. 

188. Atmospheres and Albedoes of Uranus and Neptune. 

— Very little is known directly respecting the atmospheres 
of Uranus and Neptune. Their low mean densities imply 
that their exterior parts are largely in the gaseous state. 
As confirmatory of this conclusion, the spectroscope shows 
that the liglit which wc receive from them must have passed 
through an extensive^ absorbing medium in addition to the 
sun's atmosphere and that of the earth, through which the 
light from all planets passes. The absorbing effects of the 
element hydrogciu and water vapor are shown in the spectra 
of both planets, but, according to the recent results of Slipher, 
more strongly in the case of Neptune than in that of Uranus. 
A number of the other absorption bands are due to unknown 
substances. 

The albedo of Uranus is 0.63, and that of Neptune, 0.73. 

189. The Periods of Rotation of Uranus and Neptune. 

— Surface markings have been seen on Uranus by Buffhain, 
Young, the Andre brothers, Pen’otin, Holden, Keeler, and 
other observers, but they have been so indefinite and fleeting 
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that it has not been possible to draw any certain conclusions 
from them. Nevertheless, so far as they go, they indicate 
that the period of rotation of Uranus is 10 or 12 hours, and 
that the plane of its equator is inclined something like 10® to 
30® to the plane of the orbits of the satellites. In 1894, 
Barnard detected a slight flattening of the disk, with the 
equatorial diameter inclined 28® to the plane of the orbits 
of the satellites. Finally, in 1912, V. M. Slipher, at the 
Lowell Observatory, found by spectroscopic means that 
Uranus rotates in the direction of revolution of its satel¬ 
lites in a period of 10 hrs. 50 m. This result is entitled to 
considerable confidence. 

No certain markings have been seen on Neptune, and, 
consequently, its rate of rotation has not been found by 
direct means. But by indirect processes both the position 
of the plane of its equator and its rate of rotation have 
been found, at least approximately. The dimensions and 
mass of Neptune are known with considerable accuracy. 
Now, if the rate of rotation were known, the equatorial 
bulging could be computed. Suppose the plane of the orbit 
of the satellite were inclined to that of the planet's equator. 
Then the equatorial bulge would perturb the motion of the 
satellite; in particular, it would cause*a revolution of its 
nodes, and the rate could be computed. 

The problem of determining the rate of rotation of Nep¬ 
tune is about the converse of that which has just been 
described. The nodes of the orbit of its satellite revolve, 
and the manner of their motion shows the existence of a 
certain equatorial bulge inclined about 20° to the plane of 
the sarteUite's orbit. The bulging, or ellipticity, of the 
planet is -gV? indicating, according to the work of Tisserand 
and Newcomb, a rather slow rotation as compared to the 
rates of rotation of Jupiter and Saturn. 

190. Physical Condition of Uranus and Neptune. — We 
can infer the physical conditions of Uranus and Neptune only 
from that of other planets which are more favorably situated 
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for observation. They are probably in much the same state 
as Jupiter and Saturn, though, possibly, somewhat further 
advanced in their evolution because of their smaller dimen¬ 
sions. One thing to be noticed is that they receive rela¬ 
tively little light and heat from the sun. The amounts per 
unit area are about and that received by the earth. 
If their capacity for absorbing and radiating heat wore the 
same as that of the earth, their temperatures (Art. 172) would 
be respectively about - 340° and - 364° Fahrenheit. Never¬ 
theless, it must not be imagined that even Neptune would 
receive only feeble illumination from the sun. Although 
the sun, as seen from that vast distance, would subtend a 
smaller angle than Venus does to us when nearest the earth, 
the noonday illumination would be equal to 700 times our 
brightest moonlight. 


XTII. QUESTIONS 

1. Find by the method of Art. 172 what the mean tomporaturoa 
of tlio (iarth would at the diatancea of Mercury and Voniia. 

2. If the earth always pn^sonted the same face toward tlie sun, 
and if there were no diatri billion of heat by the atmosphere, wliat 
would be tlio mean temperature of its illuminated side? What 
would b(^ the result if the earth were at the distance of Venus from 
the sun ? 

3. If th(^ mimn tem])eratiiro of the equatorial zone of tlio earth 
is SJ)®, and if it rocoivea, per unit area, 2.5 times aa much heat aa tlic^ 
l)olar r('fjri()U8, what is the mean temperature of the polar regions, 
negUu'-tiiig tlio transfer of heat by the atmosphere? 

4. Wliat would be the mean temperature oF th(» equatorial 
zoiK^ of tile earth at the nnmn distance of Mars? 

5. Suppose the mean teinp(»rature of tlu^ Thibetan plateau at a 
height of 15,000 feca above sea level is 40°; what would it be if 
the earlili were at the distance of Mars from the Bun? 

0. Suppose the atmosphere which a planet can hold is pro])or- 
tional to its surfaces gravity; how does the atmosplien^ of Mars 
compare with that of the earth at an altitudcj of 15,000 feet abov(» 
fioa level ? 

7, Waiving the temperature difficulties in the hypotliesis re¬ 
garding the habitability of Mars, what reasouablo explanation can 
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you give for the fact that the canals are always along the arcs of 
great circles? 

8. Try the experiment of Maunder and Evans. 

9. What would be the total area of 400 canals having an aver¬ 
age width of 20 miles and an average length of 300 miles ? Suppose 
to irrigate this area for a season a foot of water is required; how 
much would this water weigh on the earth ? On Mars ? Suppose 
a fall of four feet per mile is required to get a flow in the canals at 
the necessary rate; suppose it is necessary to pump the water out 
of the “marshes*' to a higher level to get the fall; suppose the 
pumps work 10 hours a day for 300 days; how many horsepower 
of work must they deliver? 



CHAPTER X 


COMETS AND METEORS 

I. Comets ,j 

191. General Appearance of Comets. — The planets are 
characterized by the invariability of their form, the sim¬ 
plicity of their motions, and their general similarity to one 
another. In strong contrast to these relatively stable bodies 
are the comets, whose bizarre appearance, complex motion^, 
and temporary visibility have led astronomers to devote to 
them a great amount of attention. Until the last two cen¬ 
turies they were objects of superstitious terror which were 
supposed to portend calamities. At least so far as their 
motions arc concerned, they arc now known to be as lawful 
as the other members of the solar system. 

The typical comet is composed of a head, or coma^ a 
brighter nucleus within tlic head which is often starliko in 
appearance, and a tail streaming out in the direction oppo¬ 
site to the sun. The apparent size of the head may be any¬ 
where from almost starliko smallness to the angular dimen¬ 
sions of the sun. The nucleus is usually very small and 
bright, l)ut the tail often extends many degrees from the 
head Ijeforc it gradually fades out into the darkness of the 
sky. The head is the most distinctive part of the comet, for 
it is always present and looks much like a circular nebula. 
Either the nucleus or tail, or both, may be absent, especially 
if the comet is a small one. Comets vary in brightness from 
those which are so faint that they are barely visible through 
large telescopes to thosci which are so bright that they may 
be observed in full daylight, even when almost in the dirc^c- 
tion of the sun. In spite of their being sometimes very 
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bright, they arc so nearly transparent that faint stars arc 
visible through them without the slightest appreciable 
diminution of their light. 

There are records of about 400 comets having been seen 
before the invention of the telescope, in 1609, and morci 
than the same number have been obseiwed since that date. 
Astronomers now keep a close watch of the sky, and only 
very faint ones can escape their notice. Prom 3 to 10 are 
found yearly. They are lettered for each year a, 6, c, . . . 
in the order of their discovery, and are numbered I, II, HI, 
. . . in the order that they pass their perihelia. Bcsidcis 
this, they are generally named after their discoverers. 

192. The Orbits of Comets. — In ancient times it was 
supposed that comets- were malevolent visitors prowling 
through the carth^s atmosphere, bent on mischief. Kepler 
supposed they moved in straight lines, but Doerfcl showed 
that the comet of 1681 moved in a parabola around the sun 
as a focus. In 1686 Newton invented a graphical method 
of computing comets’ orbits from three or more observations 
of their apparent positions. Better methods have l)e(^ii 
devised by Lambert, Laplace, Gauss, and later astronomers, 
and now there is usually no difficulty in determining the 
elements of an orbit from three complete obseiwations whicJi 
are separated by a few days. 

The orbits of about 400 comets have been computed, 
and as nearly as can be determined from the imperfect obser¬ 
vations on which the computations of many of them are 
based, the orbits of about 300 of them arc essentially para¬ 
bolic. In fact, they are so generally parabolic, or, at least;, 
extremely elongated, that it has been customary in the pre¬ 
liminary computations to assume they arc parabolas. Of 
the remaining eometary orbits, nearly 100 have been shown 
to be distinctly elliptical in shape. 

A conic section is an ellipse if its eccentricity is less than 
unity, a parabola if its eccentricity equals unity, and an 
hyperbola if its eccentricity exceeds unity. Since a body 
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moving subject to gravitation may describe any one of these 
three classes of orbits, and since the eccentricity of a parab¬ 
ola is the limiting case between that of an elhpse and that 
of an hyperbola, it is infinitely improbable that the orbit of 
any comet is exactly parabohc. 

It is important to determine whether the eccentricities 
of the orbits of comets are slightly less than unity or slightly 
greater than unity. In the former case comets are per¬ 
manent members of the solar system; in the latter, they are 
only temporary visitors. The diflSiculty in answering the 
question is not theoretical, but practical. In the first place, 
comets are more or less fuzzy bodies and it is difficult to 
locate the exact positions of their centers of gravity. In 
the second place, they are observed during only a very small 
part of their whole periods while they are in the neighbor¬ 
hood of the earth^s orbit. Generally they are not seen much 
beyond the orbit of Mars and very rarely at the distance of 
Jupiter. For such a small arc the motion is sensibly the 
same in a very elongated ellipse, in a parabola, and in an 
hyperbola whose eccentricity is near unity, as is evident 
from Fig. 120. 

More than 80 comets move in orbits whose major axes 
are so short that they will certainly return to the sun. The 
remainder move in exceedingly elongated orbits, and the 
character of their motion is less certain. But it is signifi¬ 
cant that the recent computations of Stromgren show that 
in all cases in which comets have been sufficiently observed 
to give accurate results respecting their orbits, they were 
moving in ellipses when they entered the solar system. At 
the present time there is no known case of a comet which 
was well observed for a long time whose orbit was hyper¬ 
bolic, and astronomers are becoming united in the opinion 
that they are permanent members of the solar system. 

The orbits of all the planets are nearly in the same plane; 
on the other hand, the planes of the orbits of the comets lie 
in every possible direction and exhibit no tendency to paral- 
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lelism. The perihelia of the orbits of comets are distributed 
all around the sun, but show a slight tendency to cluster in 
the direction in which the sun is moving among the stars, a 
fact which probably has some connection with the sun’s 
motion. 

Some comets have perihelion points only a few hundred 
thousand miles from the surface of the sun, and when nearest 



the sun they actually pass through its corona (Art. 238). 
About 26 comets pass within the orbit of Mercury; nearly 
three fourths of those which have been observed come 
within the orbit of the earth; very few so far seen are per¬ 
manently without the orbit of Mars, and all known comets 
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come within the orbit of Jupiter. This does not mean that 
there are no comets with great perihelion distances, or even 
that those with perihelion distances greater than the distance 
from the earth to the sun are not very numerous. Comets 
are relatively inconspicuous objects until they come con¬ 
siderably within the orbit of Mars. Sometimes their bright¬ 
ness increases a hundred thousandfold while they move from 
the orbit of Mars to that of Mercury. Consequently, even 
if comets Tyhdse perihelia are beyond the orbit of Mars were 
very numerous, not many of them would be obseiwed. 

• 193. The Dimensions of Comets. — After the orbits of 
comets have been computed so that their distances from the 
earth are known, their actual dimensions can be determined 
from their apparent dimensions. It has been found that 
the head of a comet may have any diameter from 10,000 
miles up to more than 1,000,000 miles. The most remark¬ 
able thing about the head of a comet is that it nearly always 
contracts as the comet approaches the sun, and expands 
again when the comet recedes. The variation in volume is 
very great, the ratio of the largest to the smallest sometimes 
being as great as 100,000 to 1. John Herschel suggested 
that the contraction may be only apparent, the outer layers 
of the comet becoming transparent as it approaches the sun. 
This suggestion contradicts the appearances and seems to be 
extremely improbable. 

The nucleus of a comet may be so small as to be scarcely 
visible, say 100 miles in diameter, or it may be as large as 
the earth. For example, William Herschel observed the 
great comet of 1811 when its head was more than 500,000 
miles in diameter, while its nucleus measured only 428 miles 
across. The nuclei vary in size during the motion of comets, 
but the change is quite irregular and no law of variation has 
been discovered. 

The tails of comets are inconceivably large. Their diam¬ 
eters are coimted by thousands and tens of thousands of 
miles where they leave the heads of comets, and by tens of 
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thousands or hundreds of thousands of miles in their more 
remote parts. They vary in length from a few million 
miles, or even less, up to more than a hundred million of 
miles. In volume, the tails of comets are thousands of 
times greater than the sun and all the planets together. 
The strangest thing about them is that they point almoi/t 
directly away from the sun whichever way the comet may 
be going. That is, when the comet is approaching the sun, 
the tails trail behind like the smoke 
from a locomotive; when the comet 
is receding, they project ahead like 
the rays from the head light on a 
misty night. When a comet is far 
from the sun, its tail is small, or may 
be entirely absent; as it approaches 
the sun, the tail develops in dimensions 
and splendor, and then diminishes 
again on its recession from the sun. 

194. The Masses of Comets. — 

Comets give visible evidence of re- m. — Tho UuIh (if 

markable tenuity, but their volumes oomots arc aiwuyB (H- 

are so great that, if their densities 

were one ten-thousandth of that of 

air at the surface of the earth, their masses in many cases 

would be comparable to the masses of the planets. 

The masses of comets are determined from their attrac¬ 
tions for other bodies (Arts. 19, 154). Or, rather, their lack 
of appreciable mass is shown by the fact that they do not 
produce observable disturbing effects in the motions of 
bodies near which they pass. Many comets have had tlujir 
orbits entirely changed by planets without producing any 
sensible effects in return. Since, according to the third law 
of motion, action between two bodies is equal and opposite, 
it follows that the masses of comets are very small, probably 
not exceeding one millionth that of the earth. 

One of the most striking examples of the feeble gravita- 




318 AN INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY [cjh. x, 194 

tional power of comets was furnished by the one discovered 
by Brooks in 1889. It had passed through Jupiter^s satellite 
system in 1886 without interfering sensibly with the motions 
of these bodies, although its own orbit was so transformed 
that its period was reduced from 27 years to 7 years. 

19B. Families of Comets. — Notwithstanding the great 
diversities in the orbits of comets, there are a few groups 
whose members seem to have some intimate relation to one 
another, or to the planets. There are two types of these 
groups, and they are known as comet families. 

Families of the first type are made up of comets which 
pursue nearly identical paths. The most celebrated family 
of this type is composed of the great comets of 1668, 1843, 
1880, and 1882. A much smaller one seen in 1887 probably 
should be added to this list. Their orbits were not only 
nearly identical, but the comets themselves were very simi¬ 
lar in every respect. They came to the sun from the direc¬ 
tion of Sirius — that is, from the direction away from which 
the sun is moving with respect to the stars — and escaped 
the notice of observers in the northern hemisphere until 
they were near perihelion. They passed half way around 
the sun in a few hours at a distance of less than 200,000 
miles from its surface, moving at the enormous velocity of 
more than 350 miles per second. Their tails extended out 
in dazzling splendor 100,000,000 miles from their heads. 

One might think that the various members of a comet 
family are but the successive appearances of the same comet; 
but such is not the case, for the observations show that 
though their orbits may be ellipses, their periods are at 
least 600 or 800 years. This means that they recede to 
something like five times the distance of Neptune from the 
sun. The most plausible theory seems to be that they are 
the separate parts of a great comet which at an earlier visit 
to the sun was broken up by tidal disturbances. 

Families of the second type are made up of comets whose 
orbits have their aphelion points and the ascending and 
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descending nodes of their orbits near the orbits of the planets. 
About 30 comets have their aphelia near Jupiter^s orbit, 
and are known as Jupiter^s family of comets, Fig. 122. 
Their orbits are, of course, all elliptic, and their periods are 
from 3 to 8 years. They move around the sun in the same 
direction that the planets revolve. Half of them have been 



Fio. 122. — Jupiter'u family of comots (Popular Astronomy). 

seen at two or more perihelion passages. These comets arc 
all inconspicuous objects and entirely invisible to us except 
when they are near the earth. 

Saturn has a family of 2 comets, Uranus a family of 3, 
and Neptune a family of 6 members. The terrestrial planets 
do not possess comet families. There are, according to the 
statistical study of W. H. Pickering, two or three groups of 
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comets whose aphelia are several times the distance of Nep¬ 
tune from the sun, suggesting, possibly, the existence of 
planets at these respective distances. 

196. The Capture of Comets.—A very great majority 
of comets move in sensibly parabolic orbits whose positions 
have no special relations to the positions of the orbits of the 
planets. But the orbits of nearly all those comets which 
are elliptical and not exceedingly elongated lie near the 
plane of the planetary orbits and have their aphelia near 
the orbits of the planets. These facts suggest that the 
orbits of comets moving in these ellipses have been changed 
from parabolas or very elongated ellipses by the disturbing 
action of the planet near whose orbit their aphelion points 
he. This question of the transformation of orbits of comets 
was first discussed by Laplace, who found that if a comet 
which is approaching the sun on a parabolic or elongated 
elliptical orbit passes closely in front of a planet, its motion 
will be retarded so that it will subsequently move in a 
shortened elliptical orbit, at least' until it is disturbed 
again. 

Suppose a comet approaches the sun in a sensibly para¬ 
bolic orbit and passes closely in front of a planet so that its 
orbit is reduced to an ellipse. It is then said to have been 
captured. It will in the course of time pass near the planet 
again, when its orbit may be still further reduced; or, its 
orbit may be elongated and it may possibly be driven from 
the solar system on a parabola or an hyperbola. 

It is a generally accepted theory that the members of the 
comet families of the various planets have been captured 
by the method described. Jupiter has a larger family of 
comets than any other planet because of its greater mass 
and also because, if a comet were captured originally by any 
planet beyond the orbit of Jupiter, it would yet be possible 
for Jupiter to reduce its orbit still further. On the other 
hand, when Jupiter has captured a comet and made it a 
member of its own family, it is far within the orbit of the 
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remoter planets and is no longer subject to capture by them. 
The planets beyond the orbit of Jupiter have a few comets 
each, and the clustering of the aphelia of comets at still 
more remote distances has suggested the existence of planets 
as yet undiscovered (Art. 161). The terrestrial planets have 
no comet families partly because their masses are small com¬ 
pared to that of the sun, and partly because comets cross 
their orbits at very great speed. 

The masses of the planets are not great enough to reduce 
a parabolic comet to membership in their own families at 
one disturbance. The matter is illustrated by Brooks' comet, 
1889-V, whose period, according to the computations of 
Chandler, was reduced by Jupiter, in 1886, from 27 yearn 
to 7 years. Lexell’s comet, of 1770, furnishes an example 
of a disturbance of the opposite character. In 1770 it was 
moving in an elliptical orbit with a period of 5.5 years; but 
in 1779 it approached near to Jupiter, its orbit was enlarged, 
and it has nev(ir been seen again. 

When a planet captur(^s a comet, the former reduces the 
dimensions of the orbit of the latter, but the latter still re¬ 
volves around the sun. The question arises whether a planet 
might not capture a comet in a more fundamental sense; 
that is, reduce its orbit so that it would become a satellit(^ of 
the planet. It has betni repeatedly suggested that the 
planets may have captured their satellites in this manner. 
The answer to this sugg('stion is that a planet cannot capture? 
a comet and make it into a satellite simply by its own grav- 
tation and that of the sun. The only possibility is that tin? 
comet should encounter resistance in a very special manner, 
and even then the problem pi'cscnts serious difficulties. No 
small resistance would be sufficient because the motion of a 
comet around the sun in a parabolic orbit is much greater 
than it would be in a satellite orbit; and, in order that resist¬ 
ance should reduce the velocity by the required amount, it 
would be necessary for the comet to encounter so much 
material that its mass would grow several fold. 
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197. On the Origin of Comets. — The similarities of the 
motions of the various planets point to the conclusion that 
they had a common origin, and the agreement of the direc¬ 
tion of the rotation of the sun with their direction of revolu¬ 
tion indicates that they have been associated with the sun 
throughout their whole evolution. This line of reasoning 
does not lead to the inference that the comets belong to the 
planetary family. They may have had quite a different 
origin; at any rate, most of them recede from the sun to 
regions several times as remote as the planet Neptune. 

It was formerly supposed that comets are merely small, 
wandering masses which pass from star to star, visiting our 
sun but once. The intervals of time required for such excur¬ 
sions are enormously greater than has generally been sup¬ 
posed. For example, the great comet of 1882 came almost 
exactly from the direction of Sirius and returned again in 
the same direction. Suppose the comet moved under the 
attraction of Sirius until it had passed over half of the dis¬ 
tance from Sirius to the sun, and that it then moved sen¬ 
sibly under the attraction of the sun. Although Sirius is 
one of the nearest known stars in all the sky, it is found that 
it would take 70,000,000 years to describe this part of its 
orbit. About twice this period of time would be required 
for it to come from Sirius to the sun, and eight times this 
immense interval for a comet to come from a star four times 
as far away. These figures do not disprove the theory that 
comets wander from star to star, but they show that if this 
hypothesis is true, then comets spend most of their time in 
travehng and but little in visiting. 

If the comets moved from star to star, their orbits with 
respect to the sun would never be elliptical until after they 
had been captured; they would, indeed, nearly always be 
strongly hyperbolic because the stars are moving with respect 
to one another with velocities which correspond to hyper¬ 
bolic speed for comets at such great distances. The fact 
that no comet out of the hundreds whose orbits have been 
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computed has moved in a sensibly hyperbolic orbit points 
strongly to the conclusion that comets have been permanent 
members of the solar system. They are possibly the remains 
of the far outlying masses of a nebula from which the solar 
system may have been developed. With increasing proof 
that they are actually permanent members of the solar sys¬ 
tem, their importance in connection with the question of its 
origin and evolution continually increases. 

198. Theories of Comets^ Tails. — The fact that the tails 
of comets usually project almost directly away from the 
sun indicates that they are in 
some way acted upon by a 

repelling force emanating from . 

the sun. The intensity of this t^sun . 

repulsion has been computed in 
a number of cases by Barnard '"Vo 

and others from the accelera- . 

tions which masses have under- 
Bonc»lnehm.n, fmm 

the heads of comets along their 

tails. These acc-elei'ations have been determined by com¬ 
paring photographs of tlu^ comets taken at different times 
H(^parat(Hl by short intervals. 

It was suggested by Olbers as early as 1812 that the repul¬ 
sive force whicli apparently produces the tails of comets may 
be electrical in (dniracter. This theory has been taken up 
and systematically developed by Bredichin, of Moscow. 
According to it, the sun and comet nuclei both repel the 
material of which the tails of comets are composed. Those 
particles which leave the nuclei in the direction away from 
the sun continue on in straight lines; those which leave in 
other directions are gradually bent back by the force from 
the sun and form the outer parts of the tails, as shown in 
Pig. 123. The resulting tails, especially if they are very 
long, are slightly curved because the motion of the comet 
is somewhat athwart the line along which the repelled par- 
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tides move, that is, the line from the sun through the nucleus 
(see Fig. 121), 

Electrical repulsion acts on the surfaces of particles, while 
gravitation depends on their masses. Therefore, while large 
masses are attracted by the sun more than they are elec¬ 
trically repelled, the opposite may be true for small particles, 
and the electrical repulsion is relatively stronger the smaller 
they are. Consequently, the tails which are produced out 
of small particles will be more nearly straight than those 
which are composed of larger particles. Bredichin advanced 
the theory that the long, straight tails are due to hydrogen 
gas, the ordinary slightly curved tails to hydrocarbon gases, 
and the short, stubby, and much curved tails to vapors of 
metals. Spectroscopic observations have to a considerable 
extent confirmed these conclusions. Some comets have tails 
of more than one type, as for example Delavan's comet 
(Fig. 124). 

If the electrical repulsion theory is adopted, the question 
at once arises why the sun and the materials of which the 
tails of comets are composed are similarly electrified. A 
plausible answer to this question can be given. At least 
the hydrogen in the sun’s atmosphere seems to be negatively 
electrified. Suppose a comet approaches the sun from a 
remote part of space without an electrical charge. Labora¬ 
tory experiments show that the ultra-violet rays from the 
sun, striking on the nucleus of the comet, will probably drive 
off negatively charged particles which will be repelled by 
the negative charge of the sun, and they will thus fonn a 
tail for the comet. The repulsion will depend upon the 
size of the particles and the electrical potential of the sun. 
After the negatively electrified particles have been driven 
off, the nucleus will be positively charged and, consequently, 
will be electrically attracted by the sun. But since the par¬ 
ticles driven off will be only an exceedingly small part of the 
whole comet, this attraction will not be great enough sen¬ 
sibly to alter the comet’s motion. 
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FlU. 124. — DoIuviui'h ooniot, Sopt. 2S, 1914, .showiiiK a HtmiRlit tiul 
and ono having couHidorahlo (jiirvuturo (Biinuird). 








326 AN INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY [ch. x, 198 


Another theory which merits careful attention is that the 
particles which constitute comets' tails are driven oif by, the 
pressure of the sun's light. According to Clerk-Maxwell's 
electromagnetic theory, light exerts a pressure upon bodies 
upon which it falls which is proportional to the light eneigy 
in a unit of space. For bodies of considerable magnitude 
the pressure is relatively very small, though it has been 
detected by Nichols and Hull; but for minute bodies, say a 
ten-thousandth of an inch in diameter, the light pressure 
may greatly exceed the sun's attraction. For still smaller 
bodies the light pressure becomes relatively larger until their 
diameters are approximately equal to a wave length of light, 
say, one fifty-thousandth of an inch. Then, as Schwarzschild 
has shown, the light pressure decreases relatively to the 
force of gravitation. Consequently, if the particles are very 
small the attraction will more than equal the repulsion. 

But it has been shown more recently by Lebedew that 
there is light pressure upon gases, in which the diametei'S 
of the molecules are always a very small fraction of a 
wave length of light, and that the pressure is proportional to 
the amount of energy which the gas absorbs. Consequently, 
it is not necessary to assume that the particles of which the 
tails of comets are composed are larger than molecules. 

It is generally supposed by astronomers that both elec¬ 
trical repulsion and light pressure are factors in the prodiu^- 
tion of comets' tails. Nevertheless, there are outstanding 
phenomena which these theories do not explain. In the 
first place, there is no adequate explanation of the luminosity 
of comets' tails. As comets approach the sun, thtur tails 
increase in brightness much more rapidly than they should 
if they were shining only by reflected light. The luminosity 
of such exceedingly tenuous bodies whose density is doubt¬ 
less far less than that in the best vacuum tubes of the presemt 
time can scarcely be explained as a temperature effect. 
And still more embarrassing to these theories are the facts 
that comets' tails do not always point directly away from 
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the sun, and that sometimes they change their direction by 
a number of degrees in a very short time. For example, 
Barnard took photographs of Brookses comet, 1893-IV, 
on November 2 and November 3. In this interval the comet 
moved forward in its orbit about 1°; and, consequently, 
according to these theories, the direction of its tail should 
have changed about 1°. But there was an actual change of 
direction of the tail of 16® which has not been explained. 
There are also sudden and great changes in the character 
and luminosity of comets^ tails which no theory explains. 
Sometimes sccondaiy tails are developed with great rapidity, 
making an angle of as much as 45° with the line joining the 
comet with the sun. Obviously much remains to be learned 
in connection with the tails of comets. 

199. The* Disintegration of Comets. — The partioles that 
leave the head of a comet to form its tail never unite with 
it again. In this way, at each reappearance of a comet, that 
part of the material which goes to form its tail is dispersed 
into space; and, as the quantity remaining becomes reduced, 
the comet becomes less and less conspicuous. Possibly this 
is one of the reasons why Halley^s comet in 1910 was not 
such a remarkable object as it seems to have been in some 
of its earlier apparitions. 

There is another way in which comets disintegrate. Since 
their masses are very small, the mutual attractions of their 
parts are not sufficiemt to hold them together if they are 
su])ject to strong disturbing forces. When they pass near 
the sun, they arc elongated by enormous tides. In fact, if 
they pass within Rochets limit (Art. 183), the tidal forces ex¬ 
ceed their self gravitation unless they are as dense as the sun. 
Comets have such exceedingly low density that the limits of 
tidal disintegration for them must be very great. Conse¬ 
quently, when a comet passes near the sun, the tidal forces 
to which it is subject tend to tear it into fragments, which, 
of course, may be assembled again by their mutual gravita¬ 
tion after they have receded far from the sun. But on 
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their way out they may pass near a planet which will exert 
analogous forces, and may so disorganize them that they 
will never again be united into a single body. 

The theory which has just been outlined is clear. Now 
what have been the observed facts? Biela's comet was 
broken into two parts by some unknown forces, and the two 
components subsequently traveled in independent paths. 
The great comet of 1882 was seen to have a number of out¬ 
lying fragments when it was in the vicinity of the sun, and 
many other comets have exhibited analogous phenomena. 

Another source of disturbance to which comets are sub¬ 
ject is the scattered meteoric material which may more or 
less fill the space among the planets. The phenomenon of 
the zodiacal light gives an almost certain proof of its exten¬ 
sive existence. Such scattered particles would have little 
effect on a dense body like a planet, but might cause serious 
disturbances in a tenuous comet. In fact, there are many 
instances in which comets and comets’ tails seem to have 
been subjected to unknown exterior forces. They are now 
and then more or less broken up, and occasionally the tails 
of comets have been apparently cut off and brushed aside. 

Many comets which have^ been observed at two or throe 
perihelion passages have been found to be fainter at each 
successive return than they were at the preceding, and some 
have eventually entirely disappeared. It seems to be a safe 
conclusion that comets are slowly disintegrated under the 
disturbing forces of the sun and planets and the resisting 
meteoric material which they may encounter. As confirma¬ 
tory of this view, it may be noted that the members of Jupi¬ 
ter’s family have small tails or none at all; that this comet 
family does not contain as many members as might be ex- 
.pected; and that a number of comets have totally disap¬ 
peared, presumably by disintegration. 

200. Historical Comets. — In this article some of those 
comets will be briefly described which have exhibited phe¬ 
nomena of unusual interest. The enumeration of their 
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peculiarities will illustrate the general statements which luivo 
preceded, and will give additional information resptujting 
these remarkable objects. 

The Comet of 1680. — The comet of 1680 was the first one 
whose orbit was computed on the basis of the law of gravi¬ 
tation. Newton made the calculations and found that its 
period of revolution was about 600 yearn. It is one of the 
family of comets mentioned in Art. 195. At its perihelion 
it passed through the suii^s corona at a distaiuu^ of only 
140,000 miles from its surface. It flew along this part of its 
orbit at the rate of 370 
miles per second, and 
its tail, 100,000,000 miles 
long, changed its direc¬ 
tion to correspond with 
the motion of the comet 
ill its orbit. 

The Great Coinet of 
1811. — The gn^at comet 
of 1811 was visible from 
March 2(), 1811, initil 
August 17,1812, and was 
carefully obsenwed by William Plei'sclKd. Ho (lis(M)V(n‘ed from 
the changes in its biightnoss, that it shone partly by its own 
light; for its brilliance increasc^d as it approached th{^ sun 
more rapidly than it would have done if it had been sinning 
(mtirely by reflected light. At one tim(^ its tail was 
100,000,000 miles long and 15,000,000 miles in diaimto*. 
The phenomena connected with it suggcstcid to Olbcu-s the 
electrical repulsion theory of comets^ tails. 

Encke^H Comet (1819). — Encke's comet was the first 
member of Jupiter’s family to be discovered, and it luis a 
shorter period (3.3 years) than any other known conuit. 
At its brightest it was an inconspicuous telescopic; object 
(Fig. 125), but it is noted for the fact that its period was 
shortened, presumably by encoimtering some resistance, 





Fid. 125. — Eu('.ko’.s roniot (Hiiniiinl). 
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about 2.5 hours at each revolution until 1868; since that 
time the change in the period of revolution has been only- 
one half as great. The change in volume of Encke’s comet 
at times was extraordinary. On October 28, 1828, it was 
135,000,000 miles from the sun and had a diameter of 312,000 
miles; on December 24, its distance was 50,000,000 miles 
from the sun, and its diameter was only 14,000 miles; while 
at its perihelion passage, on December 17, 1838, at a dis¬ 
tance of 32,000,000 miles, its diameter was only 3000 miles. 
That is, at one time its volume was more than a million 
times greater than it was at another. 

Biela^s. Comet (1826).—Biela’s comet is also a small 
member of Jupiter's family and has a period of about 6.6 
years. At its appearance in 1846, it presented no unusual 
phenomena until about the 20th of December, when it was 
(Considerably elongated. By the first of January it had sejm- 
fated into two distinct parts which traveled along in parallel 
orbits at a distance of about 160,000 miles from each other. 
At this time the two parts were undergoing considerable 
changes in brightness, usually alternately, and sometimes 
they were connected by a faint stream of light. At their 
appearance in 1852 the two components were 1,500,000 miles 
apart, and they have never been seen again, although searchetl 
for very carefully. De Vico's comet, of 1844, and Brorsen's 
comet, of 1846, are also comets which have disappeared, 
the former having been observed but once, and the latter 
but four times after its discovery. 

DonaWs Comet (1858). — Donati's comet was one of the 
greatest comets of the nineteenth century’ It was visible 
with the unaided eye for 112 days, and through a telescope 
for more than 9 months. Its tail, which was more than 
54,000,000 miles long, at one time subtended an angle of more 
than 30° as seen from the earth. It moved in the retro¬ 
grade direction-in an orbit with a period of more than 2000 
years, and at its aphelion its distance from the sun was 
more than 5.3 times that of Neptune. 
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Tebbutt's Comet (1861). — Tebbutt^s comet was of great 
dimensions, but is noteworthy chiefly because the earth 
passed through its tail. As could have been anticipated 
from the estcessive tenuity of comets’ tails, the earth experi¬ 
enced no sensible effects from the encoimter. The earth 
must have passed through the tails of comets many times in 
geological history, and there is no evidence whatever that it 
has ever been disturbed by them. In fact, if a comet should 
strike the earth, head on, it is probable that the result would 
not be disastrous to the earth. 

The Great ComeU of 1880 and 1882. — The comets of 1880 
and 1882 were two splendid members of the most remark¬ 
able known family of comets which travel in the same orbit. 
Both of these comets, as well as the earlier members of the 
same family, are noteworthy for their vast dimensions, their 
great brilliancy, and their close approach to the sun. The 
comet of 1882 was observed both before and after peri¬ 
helion passage. Although it swept through several hundred 
thousand miles of the sun’s corona, its orbit was not sensibly 
altered. Yet it gave evidence of having been subject to 
violent disrupting forces. After perihelion passage it was 
observed to have as many as 5 nuclei, while Barnard and 
other observers saw in the immediate vicinity as many as 
6 or 8 small comet-like masses, apparently broken from the 
large body, traveling in orbits parallel to it. 

Morehouse^s Comet (1908). — On September 1, 1908, 
Morehouse, at the Yerkes Observatory, discovered the third 
comet of the year. It was found on photographic plates 
taken for other purposes, and is one of the few examples in 
which comets have been discovered by photography. This 
comet was never bright, but was one of the most remarkable 
comets ever observed in the extent and variety of its activi¬ 
ties. It was well situated for observation, and Barnard 
obtained 239 photographs of it on 47 different nights. The 
material which went into the tail of the comet was often 
evolved with the most startling rapidity. For example, on 
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the 30th of September, in the early part of the night, the 
comet presented an almost normal appearance. Before the 
night was over, the tail had become cyclonic in form and 
was attached to the head, which then was small and star- 
like, by a very slender, curved, tapering neck. On the 
succeeding night the material that then >constituted the tail 
was entirely detached from the head. On October 15, there 
was another large outbreak of material wliich was shown 
by successive photographs to be swiftly receding from the 
comet (Fig. 126). 

Not only was Morehouse's comet noteworthy for the ex¬ 
traordinary activities exhibited by its tail, but it ohanged in 
brightness in a very remarkable manner. It was'generally 
considerably below the limits of visibility with the unaided 
eye, but now.and then it would flash up, without apparent 
reason, for a day or so until it could be seen very faintly 
without a telescope. While a number of larger comets have 
been observed in recent years, no other has given evidence 
of such remarkable changes in the forces that produce comets' 
tails, and no other has exhibited such mysterious variations 
in brightness. 

201. Halley's Comet. — Halley's comet is the most cele¬ 
brated one in all the history of these objects. It is named 
after Halley, not because he discovered it, but because he 
computed its orbit from observations made in l682 by the 
methods which had been developed by his friend Newton. 
Halley found that the orbit of this comet was almost iden¬ 
tical with the orbits of the comets of 1607 and 1531. He 
came to the conclusion that these various comets were only 
different appearances of the same one which was revolving 
around the sun in a period of about 75 years. The records 
of comets in 1456, 1301, 1145, and 1066 confirmed this view 
because these dates differ from 1682 by nearly integral mul¬ 
tiples of 75 or 76 years. From his computations Halley pre¬ 
dicted that the comet would appear again and pass its peri¬ 
helion point on March 13, 1759. 
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Eig. 126. — MorehouBo’s comot, Oct. 16, lOOS. Photoara'phQd hy Barnard 
at tka Yerkea Ohaeroatory, 
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Many of Halley^s contemporaries were very skeptical 
regarding this prediction. The law of gravitation had only 
recently been discovered and the certainty with wliich it 
had been established was not yet fully comprehended. 
Halley was accused by skeptics of seeldng notoriety by 
making a prophecy and cleverly putting forward the date 
of its fulfillment so far that he would be dead before his 
failure became known. However, before the 75 years had 
passed away, the law of gravitation had become so firmly 
established, and the mathematical processes employed in 
astronomical work had become so well understood, that 
astronomers, at least, had implicit faith in the correctness 



of Halley’s prediction, although since its last appearance the 
comet had been invisible for the lifetime of a man and had 
gone out 3,00(1,000,000 miles from the sun to beyond the 
orbit of Neptune. There was great popular interest in the 
comet as the date for its return approached. It actually 
passed its perihelion within one month of the time predicted 
by Halley. The slight error in the prediction was due to 
the imperfect observations of its positions in 1682, and to 
the perturbations by planets which were then unloiown. 
This was the first verification of such a prediction; and the 
definiteness and completeness with which it was fulfilled 
had been entirely unapproached in the case of all the 
prophecies which the world had known up to that time. 

Halley’s comet passed the sun again in 1836. At this 
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time it was so uccurately observed that its subsequent orbit 
could be computed with a high degree of precision. If it 
had made its next revolution in the same period as the one 



Fia. 128.—Halloy’a tjoiiioi, May 21), 11)10. PhoUiorai)hal bjj liarnard at 
the YcrhcH Oham'valutru^ 


ending in 1835, it would have passed its perihelion in July, 
1912. Instead of this, it passed its perihelion on A])ril 10, 
1910. The perturbations of the remote planets reduced its 






336 AN INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY [ch. x, 201 

period by more than two years. The most accurate com¬ 
putations of its orbit and predictions of the time of its re¬ 
turn were made by Cowell and Cromellin, of Greenwich, 
who missed the time of perihelion passage by only 2.7 days! 
Their computations were so accurate that even this small 
discrepancy could not be the result of accumulated errors, 
and they believe that the comet has been subject to some 



u^own forces. Its next return will be about 1985, and 
j the position in its orbit for various epochs 

dunng this interval. In order to get the precise timp. of its 
retmn, it will be necessary to take into account the pertur- 
bations of the planets. 

While Halley’s comet is a very large one (Fig. 128) its 
latest appearance was somewhat disappointing, especially to 
the general public, who had been led to expect that it would 
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rival the aun in brightness. One of the reasons for the dis¬ 
appointment was that the earth was not very near the comet 
when it was at its perihelion where it was brightest and had 
the longest tail. The relations of the earth, comet, and 
sun in this part of its orbit are shown in Fig. 129, drawn by 
Barnard. On May 5, the length of ihe comet’s tail was 
37,000,000 miles. On May 18 the comet passed between 
the earth and the sun and was entirely invisible when pro¬ 
jected on the sun’s disk. This shows that oven its nucleus 
was extremely tenuous and transparent. At tliis time the 
earth passed through at least the outlying part of its tail. 
Neither at this time nor at any other did the coined', have 
any sensible influence upon the earth. On the whole, it was 
altogether devoid of interesting features, 

II. Meteors 

202. Meteors, or Shooting Stars. — An attentive watch 
of the sky on almost any clear, moonless niglit will show one 
or more so-called “ shooting stars.” They are little flaslu's 
of light which have the appearance of a star darting acro.ss 
the sky and disappearing. Instead of Ixnng actual stars, 
which are great bodies like our sun, they ai-<% as a inaltcn- 
of fact, tiny masses so small that a person cunild hold oik^ 
in his hand. Under certain circumstan<*.es of moi-ioii and 
position, they dash into the earth’s atmos[)her(^ at a sp(*(Ml 
of from 10 to 40 miles per second, and tlu^ h<*at geucn’at(Hl 
by the friction with the upper air vaporizes or burns i,]i(‘m. 
The products of the combustion and ]oulverizati<)u slowly 
fall to the earth if they are solid, or are added to the atmos¬ 
phere if they are gaseous. Since it is misleading to mil them 
“ shooting stars,” they will always be called “ inetcH)rs ” 
hereafter. 

The distances of meteors were first determincHl iji 1798 
by Brandes and Benzenberg, at Gottingen. They made 
simultaneous observations of them from positions sc^parati^l 
by a few miles, and from the differences in their apparent 
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directions they computed their altitudes above the sur¬ 
face of the earth (Art. 29). Their observations and those 
of many succeeding astronomers, among whom may be 
mentioned Denning, of England, and Olivier, of Virginia, 
have shown that meteors rarely, if ever, become visible at 
altitudes as great as 100 miles, and nearly all of them dis¬ 
appear before they have descended to within 30 miles of the 
earth^s surface. 

The velocity with which a meteor enters the atmosphere 
can be found by determining the point at which it becomes 
visible, the point at which it disappears, and the interval of 
time’ during which it is visible. The total amount of light 
energy given out by a meteor can be determined from its 
apparent brightness, its distance from the observer, and the 
time during which it is radiant. The energy radiated by a 
meteor has its source in the heat generated by the friction 
of the meteor with the earth^s atmosphere, and it cannot 
exceed the kinetic energy of the meteor when it entered 
the atmosphere. Suppose all the kinetic energy of a meteor 
is transformed into light. This assumption is not strictly 
true, but it will be approximately true for matter moving 
with the high speed of a meteor. Then, since the energy 
of motion of a body is one half its mass multiplied by the 
square of its velocity, the mass of the meteor can be com¬ 
puted because its light energy and velocity can be debtor- 
mined directly from observations by the methods which 
have just been described. By such means it has been found 
that ordinarily the masses of meteors do not exceed a few 
tenths of an ounce. However, the observational data are 
difficult to determine and the subject has received relatively 
less attention than it deserves. Consequently, no great 
reliance should be placed on the precise numerical results. 

203. The Number of Meteors. — If a person scans the 
sky an hour or so and finds that he can see only a few meteors, 
he is tempted to draw the conclusion that the number of 
them which strike the earth's atmosphere daily is not very 
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large. He bases his conclusion mostly on the fact that half 
of the celestial sphere is within his range of vision, but a 
diagram representing the earth and its atmosphere to scale 
will show him that he can see by no means half the meteors 
which strike the earth^s atmosphere. As a matter of fact, 
he can sec the atmosphere over only a few square miles of 
the earth^s surface. 

From very many counts of the number of meteors which 
can be seen from a single place during a given time, it has 
been computed that between 10 and 20 millions of them 
strike into tlie earth’s atmosphere daily. There are prob¬ 
ably several times this number which are so small that they 
escape observation. Often when astronomers are working 
with telescopes they see faint meteors dart across the field 
of vision which would be quite invisible with the unaided eye. 

Meteors enter the eartli’s atmosphere from every direc¬ 
tion. The places whore they strike the earth and tlie veloci¬ 
ties of their encounter df3pend both upon their own veloci¬ 
ties and also upon that of the earth around the sun. The 
side of tlie earth which is ahead in its motion encounters 
more meteors than tiu* opposite, for it rot^eives not only those 
which it mcM'ts, bvit also tliosi^ whicJi it overtakes, while th(^ 
part of th(‘ ('art-li wbieii is heliind receives only those which 
()V(‘rtak(' it. Tlie iru'ridian is on the forward side of the 
(‘artli in tlu’ morning and on the rearward si(l(^ in the even¬ 
ing. It is found by observation that more inotoors are seen 
in tlu^ moi-ning than in the eveming, and that the relative 
velocities of imj)act are greater. 

204. Meteoric Showers. — Occasionally unusual num- 
))ers of nu'tc'ors arc scmmi, and then it is said that there is a 
met,(‘()n(^ shower. Ther(^ have b(H3n a few instances in whi(^h 
meteors w(M’e so nunuM'oiis that th(\y could not be (umiited, 
but usually not nK)r<^ than one or two appear in a minute. 

At the time of a nK^teoric shower the meteors are not 
only inor(^ Tmiru^rous than usual, but a majority of tluiin 
move, so that. wIkui tiuur apparent paths ai'o projected back- 
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ward, they pass through, or very near, a point in the sky. 
This point is called the radiant ‘point of the shower, for the 
meteors all appear to radiate from it. A number of meteor 
trails which clearly define a radiant point are shown in 
Fig. 130. 

The most conspicuous meteoric showers occur on Novem¬ 
ber 15 and Novembm’ 24 yearly. The former have their 
radiant in Leo, within the sickle, and are called the Leonids. 



Fig. 130. — Meteor trails defining a radiant point (Olivier). 


From the position of this constellation (Arts. 82, 93), it 
follows that they can be seen only in the early morning hours. 
The latter have their radiant in Andromeda, and are called 
the Andromids. They can be seen only in the early part 
of the night. The Leonids and Andromids are not equally 
numerous every year. Great showers of the Leonids oc¬ 
curred in 1833 and 1866, and less remarkable ones, though 
greater than the ordinary, from 1898 to 1901. The Andro¬ 
mids appear in unusual numbers every thirteen years. 

Besides these meteoric showers, according to Denning, 
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nearly 3000 other less conspicuous ones have been found. 
The Pei*Heids appear for a week or more near the middle of 
Au|;>;ust, the Lyrids on or about April 20, the Orionids on or 
about October 20, etc. 

206. Explanation of the Radiant Point, — In 1834 01m- 
st.ed showed that the apparent radiation of meteors from a 
j)oint is duo to the fact that they move in parallel lines, 
and that. W(^ see only the projection of their motion on the 
cclt^stial sph(*re. Thus, in Fig. 131, the actual paths of the 
meteors are AS, but their apparent patlis as seen by an 
observer at 0 arc AC. When these lines are all continued 



131. — Expliiiuition of tlio nuliunt point of iiiotooru. 


backward, they meed, in the [loiiit wliicdi is in the direction 
from wlii(di the nad-eors conn*. 

It follows that tlu^ iiud-cors whi(di give rise to the nudituirie- 
showei’s are moving in vast swarms along orbits wliiedi inler- 
S(*(di tll(^ orbit of tlu^ earth. Wlum tlu^ earth jiasses through 
th(> point of int(M\s(Hd.i()n, it encounters tln^ meteors and a 
shower acAMivH. Thus, tla^ orbit of tlu^ Liumids touches the 
(>rl)it of the earth at the point which the earth ocempu^H on 
N()V(anl)(ir 14. In this the earth nn^ets the meteors 
(l''ig. 132), whiles tlu^ Andromids overtake the eartli, 

206. Connection between Comets and Meteors. The 
facd; that the volatih^ material of which com(‘,ts’ tails are 
composinl gradually becomes exhausted, after which tho 
coni(d;s i(h(nns(dv(\s become' invisible, and the fact that 
nu^ieoric showers urci duo to wandering swarms of small 
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particles which revolve around the sun in elongated ellip¬ 
tical orbits, suggest the hypothesis that comets and meteors 
are related. The hypothesis is confirmed and virtually 
proved by the identity of the orbits of certain meteoric 
swarms and comets. 

In 1866 Schiaparelli showed that the August meteors 
move in the same orbit as Tuttle^s comet of 1862. That is, 
in addition to the comet, which is a member of Satum^s 
family, there are many other small bodies (meteors) travel¬ 
ing in the same orbit. In 1867 Leverrier found that the 
Leonids move in the same orbit as Tempers comet of 1866, 
while Weiss showed that the meteors of April 20 and the 



comet of 1861 move in the same orbit, and that the paths 
of the Andromids and Biela’s comet were likewise the same. 
It has recently been claimed that the Aquarid meteors of 
early May have an orbit almost identical with that of 
HaUey's comet. 

While it is not possible to be certain as to the origin of 
comets, the histoiy of their later evolution and final end is 
tolerably clear. The elongated orbits in which they may 
have originally moved are reduced when they are captured 
by the planets. Their periods of revolution are subsequently 
shorter, their volatile material wastes away in the form of 
tails, and the remaining material is scattered along their 
orbits by the dispersive forces to which they are subject. 
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If these orbits cross the orbit of a planet, the remains of the 
comets are gradually swept up by the larger body. If an orbit 
of a comet does not originally cross the orbit of a planet, 
the perturbations of the planets will, in general, in the course 
of time, cause it to do so. The result will be that the planets 
sweep up more and more of the remains of disintegrated 
comets and undergo a gradual growth in this manner. 

207. Effects of Meteors on the Solar System. — The 
most obvious effect of the numerous meteors which swarm 
in the solar system is a resistance both to the rotations and 
the revolutions of all the bodies. As was stated in Art. 45, 
the effects of meteors upon the rotation of the earth are at 
present exceedingly slight, and it is very probable that their 
influences upon the rotations of the other members of the 
system are also inappreciable. A retardation in the trans-’ 
latory motion of a body causes its orbit to decrease in size. 
Hence, so far as the rnetcoi-s affect the planets in this way, 
they cause them continually to approach the sun. 

Another effect of meteors upon the members of the solar 
system is to increase their masses by the accretion of matter 
which may have come originally from far beyond the orbit 
of Neptune. As the masses of the sun and planets in¬ 
crease, their mutual attractions increase and the orbits of 
the planets become smaller. Looking backward in time, wo 
are struck by the possibility that the accretion of meteoric 
matter may have been more rapid in former times, and that 
it may have been an important factor in the growth of the 
planets from much smaller bodies. 

208. Meteorites. — Sometimes bodies weighing from a 
few pounds up to several hundred pounds, or even a few 
tons, dash into the earth's atmosphere, glow brilliantly from 
the heat generated by the friction, roar like a waterfall, 
occasionally produce violent detonations, and end by falling 
on the earth. Such bodies are called meteorites, sidetiies, or 
aerolites. 

About two or three meteorites are seen to fall yearly; but, 
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since a large part of the earth is covered with water or is 
uninhabited for other reasons, it is probable that in all 
at least 100 strike the earth annually. The outside of a 
meteorite during its passage through the air is subject to 
intense and sudden heating, and the rapid expansion of its 
surface layers often breaks it into many fragments. The 
surface is fused and on striking cools rapidly. The result is 
that it has a black, glossy structure, usually with many 
small pits where the less refractive material has been melted 





Fig. 133. — Stony meteorite which fell at Long Island, Kansas; weight, 

. 700 pounds (Farrington). 

out. Since meteors pass entirely through the atmosphere in 
a few seconds, only their surfaces give evidence of the ex¬ 
tremes of heat and pressure to which they have been sub¬ 
jected in their final flight. 

Most meteors are composed of stone, though it is often 
mixed with some metallic iron. Even where pure iron is not 
present, some of its compounds are usually found. About 
three or four out of every hundred are nearly pure iron 
with a little nickel. All together about 30 elements which 
occur elsewhere on the earth have been found in meteorites, 
but no strange ones. Yet in some respects their structure 
is quite different from that of terrestrial substances. They 
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have peculiar crystala, they show'but. little oxidation and 
no action of water, and they contain in their interstices rela¬ 
tively large quantities of occluded gases, some of which are 



Fia. 134. — Imn inwtooriU! from Canon Diablo, Arizona; weight, 266 
1)ouu(1h (Farrington). 

combustiblci. According; to Farrington, some meteors j^ive 
evidence of fraf|;incntation and rccementation, others show 
faulting (fracture and sliding of one surface on another) with 



Fia. 136. — Durango, Moxico. Motcorito Hbowing poeuliar oryHtallization 
(?iuiraotcTiHii<; of cortain inctooritoH (Farrington). 

reccmcntation, and others, veins whore forciign material has 
been slowly deposited. 

209. Theories respecting the Origin of Meteorites. — If 
it were known that inc^teoritos are but meteors which arc so 
large that they reach the earth before they are completely 
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oxidized and pulverized, we might justly conclude that they 
are probably the remains of disintegrated comets. This 
would enable us to learn certain things about comets which 
cannot be settled yet. But no meteorite is known certainly 
to have been a member of any meteoric swarm. However, 
two meteorites have fallen during the time of meteoric 
showers, one in France, at the time of the> Lyrids in 1905, 
and the other in Mexico, just before the Andromids in 1885. 

The structure of some meteorites is more like that of lava 
from deep -volcanoes than anything else found on the earth. 
An old theory was that they have been ejected by volcanic 
explosions from the moon, planets, or perhaps the sun. 
This theory would account for some of their characteristics, 
and would explain why they contain only famihar elements, 
at least if the other bodies of the solar system contain only 
those found on the earth; but it does not at all explain the 
fragmentation, faulting, and veins, for forces great enough 
to produce ejections would scarcely be found without heat 
enough to produce at least fusion. 

Chamberlin has maintained that meteorites may be the 
ddbris of bodies, perhaps of planetary dimensions, which 
have been broken up by tidal strains when they have passed 
some larger mass within Roche’s limit. When suns pass by 
other suns, it is probable that at rare intervals they pass so 
near each other that their planets (if they have any) are 
broken up. More rarely, the suns themselves may be dis¬ 
integrated, Indeed, this may be the origin of all cometary 
and meteoric matter. Whether it is or not, there is here 
a possibility of disintegration which must be taken into 
account in any theory of cosmical evolution. 

The present desiderata are more accurate determinations 
of comets’ orbits to find whether any of them are really 
hyperbolic, more accurate determinations of the velocities of 
meteors to find whether they ever come into our system on 
parabolic or hyperbolic orbits, and finally the answer to the 
question whether meteors and meteorites are really related. 
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The BUggestion that a meteorite may be a fragment of a 
world which was disrupted before the origin of the earth 
makes some demands on the imagination, but it seems no 
more incredible to us than seemed the suggestion to our 
predecessors a century ago that great mountains have been 
utterly destroyed by the rains and snows and winds. 

XIV. QUESTIONS 

1. What observations would prove that cometa are not in tho 
earth’s atmosphere, as the ancients supposed they were ? 

2. Suppose two small mosses are moving around the sun in tho 
same elongated orbit, but that one is somewhat ahead of the other. 
How will their distance apart vary with their position in their orbit 
(use the law of areas) ? Does this suggest an explanation of the 
variations in the dimensions of comets* heads ? 

3. The velocity of a comet moving in a parabolic orbit is in¬ 
versely as the square root of its distance from tho sun. At tho dis¬ 
tance of the earth a comet has a velocity of about 25 miles per 
second. What is tho disUnoo between the comets of 1843 and 1882 
when they are 100,000 astronomical units from the sun ? 

4. Suppose tho partiedes of which a comet is composed have 
almost exactly tho same perihelion point but somewhat diiToront 
aphelion points. How would the dimensions of the comet vary 
with its position in its orbit ? 

5. By means of Kepler’s third law compute the period of a 
comet whose apholion point is at a distance of 140,000 astronomical 
units, which is about half tho distance of tho nearest known star. 

0. What objections are there to the theory that originally all 
comets had an aphelion distance equal to that of Neptune, and that 
the orbits of some have been increased and others diminished by the 
action of the planets ? 

7. On tho repulsion theory should a comet’s tail be equally long 
when it is approaching the sun and when it is receding ? 

8. Draw the diagram mentioned in the first paragraph of Art. 203. 

9. Count tho number of meteors you can observe in an hour on 
some clear, moonless night. 

10. If possible, observe the Leonid or Andromid meteors. 

11. Make a list of tho fairly well-explained cometary phenomena, 
and of those for which no satisfactory theory exists. 













CHAPTER XI 


THE SUN 
I. The Sun's Heat 

210. The Problem of the Sim's Heat. — The light and 
heat radiated by the sun are essential for the existence of life 
on the earth, and consequently the question of the source 
of the sun's energy, how long it has been supplied, and how 
long it will hist arc of vital interest. Not only are these 
q\iestions of importance because the sun is the dominant 
member of the solar system, governing the motions of the 
planets and illuminating and heating them with its abun¬ 
dant. rays, but also because the sun is a star, and the only 
one of the hundreds of millions in the sky which is so near 
that its surface can 1)(^ studied in detail. 

Obviously the first thing to do in studying the heat of the 
sun is to measure the amount received from it by the earth; 
then, the amount whicli the sun radiates can be computed. 
The amount of heat given (nit by the sun gives the basis for 
detcTinining its temperature. Then naturally follows the 
question of Ww. origin of the sun’s heat. The answers to 
these questions are of giinit importance in considering the 
the (wolution of the solar system and the stars. 

211. The Amount of radiant Energy received by the 
Earth from the Sun. — Light is a wave motion in the ether 
whose wave lengths vary from about ostotw of an inch, in 
the violet, to about ^ojjoo of an inch, in the red. Radiant 
heat differs from light jihysically only in that its waves are 
longer. The circumstance that human eyes are sensitive 
to ether waves of certain lengths and not to those that are 
longer or shorter is, of course, of no importance in discussing 

349 
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the physical question of the sun’s heat. Consequently, in 
the problem of solar radiation rays of all wave lengths are 
included, and together they constitute the radiant energy 
emitted by the sun. 

Physicists have devised various methods of measuring 
the amount of energy received from a radiating source. 
In applying them to the problem of determining the amount 
of energy received from the sun the chief difficulty consists 
in making correct allowance for the absorption of light and 
heat by the earth’s atmosphere. The beat results have been 
obtained by making simultaneous measurements from near 
sea level, from the summits of lofty mountains, and from 
balloons, Langley measured the intensity'of solar radi¬ 
ation at the top of Mount Whitney, 14,887 feet above the 
sea, and at its base. He arrived at the conclusion that 40 
per cent of the rays striking the atmosphere perpendicularly, 
when it is free from clouds, are absorbed before they reach 
the surface of the earth; later investigations have reduced 
this estimate to 35 per cent. The work initiated by Langley 
has been continued most successfully by Abbott, Fowle, and 
Aldrich, and they find that the rate at which radiant energy 
of all wave lengths is received by the earth from the sun at 
the outer surface of our atmosphere when the sun is at its 
mean distance is, in terms of mechanical work, 1.61 horse 
power per square yard. 

The earth intercepts a cylinder of rays from the sun whose 
cross section is equal to a circle whose diameter equals the 
diameter of the earth. The area of this circle is, therefore, 
ttt^, where r equals 3965 x 1760 = 6,960,000 yards.^ Hence 
the rate at which solar energy is intercepted by the whole 
earth is in round numbers 230,000,000,000,000 horse power. 

In the evolution of life upon the earth the sun has been as 
important a factor as the earth itself. Consequently, geolo¬ 
gists and biologists have a deep interest in the sun, and par- 

^ The mean radiue of the eartb ie 3955 miles and there are 1760 yards in 
a mile, 
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ticularly in the question whether or not its rate of radiation 
is constant. It has long been supposed that probably the 
sun is slowly cooling off and that the light and heat received 
from it are gradually diminishing, but it was a distinct sur¬ 
prise when Langley and Abbott found that its rate of radi¬ 
ation sometimes varies in a few days by as much as 10 
per cent. If a change of this amount in the rate of radiation 
of the sun were to persist indefinitely, the mean temperature 
of the earth would be changed about 13® Fahrenheit; but 
a variation of 10 per cent for only a few days has no im¬ 
portant effect on the climate. Abbott, Fowle, and Aldrich 
have continued the investigation of this question, and by 
making observations simultaneously in Algiers, in Washing¬ 
ton, and in California, so as to eliminate the effects of local 
and transitory atmospheric conditions, they have firmly 
established the reality of small and rapid variations in the 
sun’s rate of radiation. 

The question of variation in the amount of energy received 
from the sun can also be considered in the light of geological 
evidence. The fossils preserved in the rocks of all geological 
ages prove that there has been an unbroken life chain upon 
the earth for many tens of millions of years. This means 
that during all this vast period of time the temperature of 
the earth has been neither so high nor so low as to destroy 
all life. Moreover, the record is clear that, in spite of glacial 
epochs and intervening warmer eras, the temperature changes 
have not been very great, and there is no evidence of a pro¬ 
gressive cooling of the sun. 

212. Sources of the Energy used by Man. — One of the 
earliest extensive sources of energy for mechanical work used 
by man was the wind. It has turned, and still turns, mil¬ 
lions of windmills for driving machinery or pumping watcsr. 
Until the last few decades it moved nearly all of the ocean- 
bome commerce of the whole world, and it is still an impor¬ 
tant factor in shipping. But that part of the energy of the 
wind which is used is on insignificant fraction of all that 
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exists. For example, if, in a breeze blowing at the rate of 
20 miles an hour, all the energy in the air crossing an area 
100 feet square perpendicular to its direction of motion were 
used, it would do about 560 horse power of work. 

What is the origin of the energy in the wind ? The sim 
warms the atmosphere over the equatorial regions of the 
earth more than that over the higher latitudes, and the 
resulting convection currents constitute the wind. Con¬ 
sequently, all the energy in every wind that blows came orig¬ 
inally from the sun. 

Another source of energy which has been of great practical 
value is water power. The source of this energy is also the 
sun, because the sun^s heat evaporates the water and raises 
it into the air a half mile or more, the winds carry part of 
it out over the land, where it falls as rain or snow, and in 
descending again to the ocean it may now and then plunge 
over a precipice, where its energy can be utilized by men. 
Amazing as are the figures for such great waterfalls os 
Niagara, they give but a faint idea of the enormous work the 
sun has done in raising water into the sky, and the equally 
great amount of work the water does in falling back to the 
earth. During a heavy rain an inch of water may fall. 
An inch of water on a square mile weighs over 60,000 tons. 
In the eastern half of the United States, where the annual 
rainfaU is about 35 inches, every year over 2,000,000 tons of 
water fall on each square mile from a height of half a mile or 
more. 

The great modem source of energy for mechanical work is 
coal. The coal has formed from vegetable matter which 
accumulated in peat beds ages and ages ago. Consequently, 
the immediate source of its energy is the plants out of which 
it has developed. But the plants obtained their energy from 
the sun. In millions of tiny cells the sun^s energy broke 
up the carbon dioxide which they inhaled from the atmos¬ 
phere; then the oxygen was exhaled and the carbon was 
stored up in their tissues. When a plant is burned, as much 



CH. XI, 2131 THE SUN 353 

energy is developed and given up again as the sun put into 
it when it grew. 

Thus it is seen that all the great sources of energy can be 
traced back to the sun; it is true of the minor ones also. 
One naturally inquires whether these sources of energy are 
perpetual. The winds will certainly continue to blow and 
the rains to descend as long as the earth and sun exist in 
their present conditions, but the coal and petroleum will 
eventually be exhausted. They will last several centuries 
and perhaps a few thousand years. This period seems long 
compared to the lifetime of an individual, or perhaps of a 
nation, but it is only a minute fraction of the time during 
which our successors will probably occupy the earth. It 
follows that they ^vill be compelled to depend upon sources 
of energy at present but little utilized. Perhaps some great 
benefactor of manldnd will discover a means of putting to 
direct use the enormous quantities of energy which the sun 
is now sending to the earth. At present wo ar(^ depending 
on that infinitesimal residue of the energy which the earth 
received in earlier geological times and which has been 
stored up and preserved in petroleum and coal. 

213. The Amount of Energy radiated by the Sun. — 
The earth as seen from the sun subtends an angle of only 
17".6. That is, its apparent area is about the greatest 
apparent area of Venus as seen from the earth. A glance 
at Venus will show that this is an exceedingly small part of 
the whole celestial sphere. Since the little earth at a dis¬ 
tance of 93,000,000 of miles receives the enormous quantity 
of heat given in Art. 211, it follows that the amount which 
is radiated by the sun must be inconceivable. It can be 
brought within the range of our understanding only by con- 
temj>Iating some of the things it might do. 

The en<'rgy radiated per square yard from the sun's surface 
is equivalent to 70,000 horse power. This amount of heat 
energy would melt a layer of ice 2200 feet thick every hour 
all over the surface of the sun; and it would melt a globe of 
2a 
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ice as large as the earth in 2 hours and 40 minutes. Less 
than one two-billionth of the energy poured forth by the sun 
is intercepted by the earth, and less than ten times this 
amount by all the planets together; the remainder travels 
on through the ether to the regions of the stars at the rate 
of 186,000 miles per second. 

214. The Temperature of the Sun. — Stefan^s law (Art. 
172) that a black body radiates as the fourth power of its 
absolute temperature, gives a basis for determining the 
temperature of a body whose rate of radiation is known. 
While the sun is probably not an ideal radiator, such as is 
contemplated in the statement of Stefan^s law, and while 
it radiates from layers at various depths below its surface, 
with the upper layers absorbing part of the energy coming 
from the lower, yet an approximate idea of the temperature 
of its radiating layers can be obtained from its rate of radi¬ 
ation. On using Stefan^s law as a basis for computation, it 
is found that the temperature of the radiating layers of the 
sun is at least 10,000° Fahrenheit. Or, it would be more 
accurate to say that an ideal radiating surface at this tem¬ 
perature would have the same rate of radiation as the sxm, 
and since the sun is not a perfect radiator, its temperature 
is probably still Higher. This temperature is several thou¬ 
sand degrees higher than has been obtained in the most 
efficient electrical furnaces, and is far beyond that required 
to melt or vaporize any known terrestrial substance; yet, 
the temperature of the interior of the sun is undoubtedly 
far higher. 

Another method of determining the temperature of the 
sun is from the proportion of energy of different wave lengths 
which it radiates. A body of low temperature radiates 
relatively a large amount of red light and a small amount of 
blue light. As the temperature rises the relative proportion 
of blue light increases. The uncertainties in the results ob¬ 
tained by this method of determining the temperature of 
the sun arise, in the first place, from the fact that, at the 
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best, it is not very precise, and, in the second place, from the 
fact that both the sun’s and the earth’s atmospheres absorb 
very unequally radiant energy of various wave lengths. 
After making the necessary allowances for the absorption, 
the results obtained by this method confirm those found by 
the other. 

There have been a number of other methods of obtaining 
the temperature of the sun from the time of Newton, but 
most of them have rested on physical principles which are 
unsound, and in some ciises they have led to most extravagant 
results. 

216. The Principle of the Conservation of Energy. — Be¬ 
fore taking up the question of the origin of the sun’s heat, 
it is advisable to consider the principle of the conservation 
of energy. It is comparable in importance and generality 
to the principle of the conservation (indestructibility) of 
matter. It was once supposed that when inflammable ma¬ 
terial, as wood, is burned, it is utterly annihilated. But it 
has been known for about 150 years that if the ashes, the 
smoke, and the gases i)roduced by the combustion were all 
gathered up and weighed in a vacuum, their weight would 
exactly equal that of the original wood together with the 
oxygen which united with it in burning. 

Similarly, it was supposed until after 1840 that energy 
might be destroyed as well as transformed. For example, 
it was supposed that the energy lost by friction ceased to 
exist. But it had been noted that friction produced heat, 
and heat was known to be equivalent to mechanical energy, 
for it had been turned into work, for example, by means 
of the steam engine. It does not seem now to have been 
a large step to have conjectured that the heat produced by 
the friction is exactly equivalent to the energy lost. But 
many elaborate experiments were required (made mostly by 
Mayer and Joule) to prove the correctness of this conjecture 
and to lead to the generalization, now universally accepted, 
that the total amount of energy in the universe is always the 
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same. This is one of the most far-reaching principles of sci¬ 
ence, and, like the law of gravitation, is involved in every 
phenomenon in which there is motion of matter. 

The energy of a body as used in the principle of the con¬ 
servation of energy means both its energy of motion (kinetic 
energy) and also its energy of position, or the power it may 
have of doing work because of ite position (potential energy). 
It is the sum of the poteniji^ and kinetic energies of the 
universe which is constant! ! Since energy may be in a radi¬ 
ant form and in transit from one body to another, or from 
a body out into endless space,' the principle holds only when 
the energy which is in the ether is also included. 

216. The Contraction Theory of the Sun's Heat. — The 
mutual attractions of the particles of which the sun is com¬ 
posed tend to cause it to contract. A contraction of the sun 
woidd be equivalent to a fall of all of its particles toward 
its center. If they should fall the whole distance one at a 
time, they would generate a certain amoimt of heat upon 
their impacts. If they shpuM fall simultaneously, first a 
fraction of the distance and then another, the same total 
amount of heat would be generated. It might be supposed 
without computation that an enormous contraction would 
be necessary in order to produce enough heat to change 
appreciably the temperature of the sun. 

The effect of the sun's contraction can be considered more 
exactly in terms of energy. The sun in an expanded con¬ 
dition would have more potential energy with respect to 
the force of gravitation than if it were contracted, because 
work would be done on it by gravitation in changing it from 
the first state to the second. ’tiTherefore the kinetic energy, 
or temperature, of the sun must rise on its contraction. It 
is analogous to a falling body. The higher it is above the 
surface of the earth, the greater its potential energy; the 
farther it falls, the more potential energy it loses and the 
more kinetic energy it acqyir]^. 

The problem is to determine whether the contraction of 
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the sun might not supply it with heat to take the place of 
that which it radiates so lavishly. With the insight of 
genius, Helmholtz saw the nature of the question and fore¬ 
saw its probable answer. In 1854, at a celebration in com¬ 
memoration of the philosopher'Kant, he gave a solution of 
the problem under the assumption that the sun contracts 
in such a way as to remain always homogeneous. With 
our present data regarding its‘rate of radiation, its volume, 
and its moss, it is found by the methods of Helmholtz that, 
under the assumption that it is homogeneous and remains 
homogeneous during its shrinldng, a contraction of its radius 
of 120 feet per year would produce as much heat as it radi¬ 
ates annually. This contraction is so small that it could 
not be detected from the distance of the earth with our most 
powerful telcvscopes in leas than 10,000 years. 

So far in this discussion it has been assumed that the sun 
contracts, and the consequences of the contraction have been 
deduced. It remains to consider the question whether under 
the conditions which prevail it actually does contract. The 
reason it does not at once shrink under the mutual gravita¬ 
tion of its parts is that its high temperature gives it a great 
tendency to expand. As it radiates energy into space its 
temperature doubtless falls a little; the decrease in tem- 
])erature permits it to contract a little; the contraction i)i*o- 
duces heat which momentarily restores the ('quilibriuin; 
and so on in an endh^ss cycle. This conclusion is (^(u*tainly 
correct, as Ritter and Lane proved about 1870, i)rovi(l(Ml 
the sun behaves as a monatomic gaseous body. Moreover, 
Lane established the fact, known as Lane’s paradox, that 
so long as a pm*ely gaseous body cools and conti’acts, its 
temperature rises, because, with decreasing volume and 
greater concentration of matter, the gravitational forces 
can withstand stronger expansive tendencies due to high 
temperature. If, with increasing concentration, the law>s of 
gases fail because the deep interior becomes liquid or solid, 
the temperature might no longer increase. 
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The question of the variation in the rate of radiation of a 
contracting sun with increasing age is an important one. 
Lane showed that, so long as the sun obeys the law of gases, 
its temperature is inversely as its radius. By Stefan^s law 
the rate of radiation is proportional to the fourth power of 
the absolute temperature. Consequently the rate of radi¬ 
ation, per unit area, of a contracting gaseous sphere is in¬ 
versely as the fourth power of its radius. But the whole 
radiating surface is proportional to the square of the radius. 
Therefore the rate of radiation of the entire surface of a 
contracting gaseous sphere is inversely as the square of its 
radius. That is, according to this theory, the earth received 
continually more and more heat until the sun ceased to be 
perfectly gaseous, if, indeed, it has yet reached that stage. 
When the sun's radius was twice as great as it is at present 
it gave the earth one fourth as much heat, and the theoretical 
temperature of the earth (Art. 172) was about 200 degrees 
lower than at present. 

217. Other Theories of the Sun's Heat. — A number of 
other hypotheses as to the source of the sun's energy have 
been advanced, but they are all inadequate. They will be 
enumerated here in order that the reader may not suppose 
that they are important, and that astronomers have failed 
to consider them. 

The most obvious suggestion is that the sun started hot 
and is simply cooling. If it had the very high specific heat 
of water, at its present rate of radiation its mean temperature 
would fall 2.57 degrees annually. On referring to its present 
temperature, it is seen that its radiation could not continue 
more than a few thousand years, and that a few thousand 
years ago its rate of radiation must have been several times 
that at present. These results ore absurd and show the 
falsity of the suggestion. 

It is natural to associate heat with something burning, 
and one naturally inquires whether the heat of the sun 
cannot be accounted for by the combustion of the material 
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of which it is composed. In considering this hypothesis the 
first thing to be noted is that the same material will burn 
only once. It is found from the amount of heat produced 
by coal that if the sun were entirely made up of the best 
anthracite coal and oxygen in such proportion that when 
the combustion was completed there would be no residue 
of either, the heat generated would supply the present rate 
of radiation less than 1500 years. If none of the heat pro¬ 
duced by the combustion were radiated away, and if 
the specific heat of the sun were unity, the. temperature of 
the sun would rise to only about one third of its present 
value. Consequently this theory is even less satisfactory 
than the preceding. 

Shortly after the discovery of the law of the conservation 
of energy the large amount of heat generated by the impact 
of meteors was established. The heat generate by a 
meteor striking into the earth’s atmosphere at the average 
rate of 25 miles per second is about 100 times as great as 
would be produced by its combustion if it were oxygen and 
anthracite coal. A meteor would fall into the sun from 
the distance of the earth with a velocity of about 380 miles 
per second, and since the energy is proportional to the square 
of the velocity, the heat generated would be about 23,000 
times that produced by the combustion of an equal amount 
of carbon and oxygen. Lord Kelvin supposed that possibly 
enough meteors strike into the sun to replenish the energy 
it loses by radiation. 

A complete answer to the meteoric theory of the sun’s 
heat is that it requires an impossibly large total mass for 
the meteors. They could not possibly exist in sufficient 
numbers within the earth’s orbit; and, if they came from 
without, they would strike the earth in enormously greater 
numbers than are observed. In fact, computation shows 
that if the heat of the sun were due to meteors coming into 
it from all directions and from beyond the earth’s orbit, the 
earth would receive as much heat directly from the 



360 AN INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY [ch. xi, 217 


meteors as it receives from the sun. This is millions of times 
more heat than the earth receives from meteors, and, conse¬ 
quently, the theory that the sun’s heat is maintained by the 
impact of meteors is untenable. 

218. The Past and the Future of the Sun on the Basis 
of the Contraction Theory. — The contraction theory of 
the Bim’s heat is the only one of those considered which 
even begins to satisfy the conditions a successful theory must 
meet. If it is the only important source of the sun’s heat, 
it is possible to. determine, at least roughly, how long the 
sun can have been radiating at its present rate, and how 
long it can continue to radiate in the future. 

Computation shows that if the sun had contracted from 
infinite expansion, the widest possible dispersion, the total 
amount of heat generated would have been less than 20,000,000 
times the amount now radiated annually. If it had con¬ 
tracted only from the distance of the earth’s orbit, the amount 
of heat that would have been generated would have been 
about one half of one per cent less. Therefore, according 
to the contraction theory, the earth can have received heat 
from the sun at its present rate only about 20,000,000 
years. If the sun is strongly condensed at its center, this 
time limit should be increased about 5,000,000 years. 

In the future, according to this theory, the sun will con¬ 
tract more and more until it ceases to be gaseous. Probably 
by the time its mean density equals 5 its temperature will 
begin to fall. A contraction to this density will produce 
enough heat to supply the present rate of radiation only 
10,000,000 years. Then, if the sun^s ccmtraciion is the only 
important source of its energy, its temperature will begin to 
fall, its rate of radiation will diminish, the temperature of 
the earth will gradually decline, and all life on the earth will 
eventually become extinct. The sun, a dead and invisible mass, 
will speed on through space with its retinue of lifeless planets. 

219. The Age of the Earth. — After the development of 
the contraction theory of the sun’s heat, physicists, among 
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whom Lord Kelvin was especially prominent, informed the 
geologists and biologists in rather arbitrary terms that the 
earth was not more than 25,000;000 years of age, and that 
all the great series of changes with which their sciences 
had made them familiar must have taken place within this 
time. But no one science or theory should be placed above 
all others, and other lines of evidence as to the age of the 
earth are entitled to a full hearing. If they should un¬ 
mistakably agree that the earth is much more than 25,000,000 
years of age, the inevitable conclusion would be that the 
contraction theory is not the whole truth. This is a matter 
of the greatest importance, for not only is it at the founda¬ 
tion of the interpretation of geological and biological evolu¬ 
tion, but it bears vitally on the question of the age of the 
stars and on the past and the future of the sidereal universe. 

One of the simplest methods employed by geologists for 
determining the age of the earth is that of computing the 
time necessary for the oceans to acquire their salinity. The 
rivers thtit flow into the oilcans carry to them various lands 
of salts in solution ; the water that is evaporated from them 
l(»aves tliese .minerals b(‘hind. Consequently the salinity of 
tlu* oceans continually increases. It is clear that it is 
j)ossible to compute the age of the oceans from the present 
amount of salt in them and the rate at which it is being 
carried into them. Of course, it is necessary to make some 
assumptions r(‘garding the rate at which salt was carried to 
the sea in earli(*r g('ologie.al ages. The last factor is some- 
wliat uncertain, but this method has led to the conclusion 
that tlui interval whic^h has elapsed since the oceans were 
formed and salt Ix'gan to be carried down into them is 
more than 60,000,()()() years, and that it is probably from 
90,000,000 to 140,000,000 years. 

Nearly all the rocdcs that are exposed on the surface of 
the earth are stratifi(‘d. This means that, on the whole, 
they havc^ been formed from silt carried by the wind and 
water and deposited on the bottoms of lakes or oceans. 
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These stratified deposits are in many places of enormous 
thickness. When it is remembered that the present rocks are 
usually not the result of the simple disintegration and dep¬ 
osition of the original earth material, but that most of them 
have been repeatedly broken up and redeposited, it is evi¬ 
dent that the time required for the great stratification which 
is now observed is enormous. There is obviously much]chance 
for divergence of views regarding the rates at which these 
processes have gone on, but nearly every calculation on this 
basis has led to the conclusion that the time since the dis¬ 
integration and stratification of the earth^s rocks began is 
at least 100,000,000 years, and most of them have reached 
much larger figures. The disintegration and total destruc¬ 
tion of mountains and plateaus is a closely related process 
and leads to the same results. 

The rocks of the earliest geological formations contain 
only a few fossils, and they are of primitive forms of life. 
Later rocks contain the remains of higher forms of plants 
and animals, until finally the vertebrates and the highest 
types existing at the present time are found. Obviously 
an enormous interval of time has been required for all this 
great series of changes in life forms to have taken place, but 
it is difficult to make a numerical estimate, Huxley gave the 
question much attention and thought a billion years would be 
necessary for the evolution. The recent discovery of muta¬ 
tion has shown that the process of evolution, at least in plants, 
may be more rapid than he supposed; but, on the whole, 
biologists feel that the contraction theory of the sun^s heat 
sets much too restricted limits for the age of the earth. 

The most recent, and possibly the best, method of arriv¬ 
ing at the age of the earth has followed the discovery of radio¬ 
active substances. Uranium degenerates by a slow breaking 
up of its atoms in which radium, lead, and helium are evolved. 
From the relative proportions of these products in certain 
rocks it is possible to compute the time during which de¬ 
generation has been going on in them. This method has led 
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to a greater age for the earth than any other. Strutt, in Eng¬ 
land, Bolt wood, of Yale, and many others have given this 
method a large amount of study, and have obtained figures 
reaching up into several hundreds of millions of years. 
Boltwood, especially, has found that the geologically older 
rocks show greater antiquity by this method of determining 
their age, and he reaches the conclusion that some of them 
are nearly 2,000,000,000 years old. 

It is difficult to reach a positive conclusion regarding the 
age of the earth from this conflicting evidence. The geo¬ 
logical methods point to an age for the earth since erosion 
began of at least 100,000,000 years. Geologists do not see 
how the facts in any of their lines of attacking the problem 
can be brought into harmony with the theory that the sun 
has been furnishing light and heat to the earth for only 
25,000,000 years. This discrepancy between their figures 
and those given by the contraction theory cannot be ig¬ 
nored, and therc^Foro we are forced to the conclusion that 
the sun has other important sources of heat energy besides 
its contraction. Aside from this, the fact that a contract¬ 
ing gaseous mass radiates inversely as the square of its 
radius givers a distribution of the radiation of solar energy 
altogether at variance with geological evidence. 

A possible source of energy for the sun which has not been 
consitlered here as yet is that liberated in the degeneration 
of radioactive elements. It is not certain tliat uranium and 
radium exist in the sun, but helium, which is om^ of tlie 
pro(lu(?ts of the disintegration of these elements, exists tln^ro 
in abundance; in fact, it is called helium because it was 
first discovered in the sun (Greek, heUo8 = suT\), and gives 
presumptive cvidenc^o of uranium and radium being there, 
too. The disintegration of uranium and radium is ac(;om- 
panied by the evolution of an enormous quantity of luMit, 
the energy liberated by radium being about 260,000 times 
that produced by the combustion of an equal weight of coal 
and oxygen. These results arc startling, and at first it 
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seems that if a small fraction of the sun were radium or 
uranium, its radiation of energy would be almost indefinitely 
prolonged. 

If one part in 800,000 of the sun were radium, heat would 
be produced from this source alone as fast as it is now being 
radiated, but in less than 2000 years half of the radium would 
be gone and the production of heat would correspondingly 
diminish. Or, to go backward in time, only 2000 years 
ago the amount of radium would have been twice as great 
as at present, and the production of heat would have been 
twice as rapid. Since this conclusion is not in harmony 
with the facts, the hypothesis that the sun’s heat is largely 
due to the disintegration of radium is untenable. 

Now consider uranium, which degenerates 3,000,000 
times more slowly than radium. In the case of this element 
the slowness of the rate of degeneration presents a diBSculty. 
If the sun were entirely uranium, heat would not be pro¬ 
duced more than one third as fast as it is now being radi¬ 
ated. But in the deep interior of the sun where the tem¬ 
perature and pressure are inconceivably high, the release of 
the subatomic energies may possibly be much more rapid 
than under laboratory conditions, and the process may not 
be confined to the elements which are radioactive at the sur¬ 
face of the earth. There is no laboratory experience to sup¬ 
port this suggestion because within the range of experiment 
the rates of the radioactive processes have been found to 
be independent of temperature and other physical con¬ 
ditions. But, if there is something in the suggestion, anti 
especially if under the conditions prevailing in the sun the 
subatomic energies of all elements are released, the amount 
of energy may be sufficient for hundreds and even thousands 
of millions of years. But at once the question regarding the 
origin of the subatomic energies arises, and, at present, there 
is no answer to it. 
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XV. QUESTIONS 

1. How many horse power of energy per inhabitant is received 
by the earth from the sun? 

2. What is the average amount of energy per square yard re¬ 
ceived by the whole earth from the sun? 

3. Does the energy which is manifested in the tides come from 
the sun? What becomes of the energy in the tides? 

4. What becomes of that part of the sun’s energy which is 
absorbed by the earth’s atmosphere? 

5. If the earth’s atmosphere absorbs 35 per cent of the energy 
which comes to it from the sun, how can the atmosphere cause the 
temporatxme of the earth’s surface to be higher than it would other¬ 
wise be ? 

6. Show from the rate at which the earth receives energy from 
the sun, the size of the sun, and the earth’s distance from the sun, 
that [tho sun radiates 70,000 horse power of energy per square 
yard. 

7. Taldng the earth’s mean temperature as 60® F. and the rates 
of radiation of tlie earth (see question 2) and of the sun, compute 
tJie temperature of the sun on the basis of Stefan’s law. 

S. All scientists agree that the earth is more than 5,000,000 
years old. On tlie hypothesis that the contraction of the sun is its 
only source of heat, and that during the last 5,000,000 years 
it has radiated at its present rate, what were its radius and density 
at the beginning of this period? On the basis of Lane’s law, what 
was its temperature? On the basis of Stefan’s law, what was its 
rate of radiation per unit area and as a whole ? On the basis of the 
method of Art. 172, what was the mean temperature of the earth ? 

II. Specteum Analysis 

220. The Nature of Light. — In order to comprehend 
the principles of spectrum analysis it is necessary to under¬ 
stand the nature of light. A profound study of the fun¬ 
damental properties of light was begun by Newton, but, 
unfortunately, some of his basal conclusions were quite 
erroneous. Thomas Young (1773-1829) laid the foundation 
of the modern undulatory theory of light. That is, he 
established the fact that light consists of waves in an all-per- 
vading medium Icnown as the ether y by showing that when 
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two similar rays of light meet they destroy each other where 
their phases are different, and add where their phases are 
the same. These phenomena, which are analogous to those 
exhibited by waves in water, would not be observed if 
Newton's idea were correct that light consisted of minute 
particles shot out from a radiating body. 

Physical experiments prove that light waves in the ether 
are at right angles to the line of their propagation, like the 
up-and-down waves which travel along a steel beam when 
it is struck with a hammer, or the torsional waves that are 
transmitted along a solid elastic body when one of its ends 
is suddenly twisted. In an ordinary beam of light the 
vibrations are in every direction perpendicular to the line 
of propagation. If the vibrations in one direction are de¬ 
stroyed while those at right angles to it remain, the light 
is said to be polarized. Many substances have the property 
of polarizing light which passes through them. 

The distance from one wave to the next for red light is 
^bout a ot Wo 9*^ inch, and for violet light about ^ o T 
inch. There are vibrations both of smaller and greater wave 
lengths. The range beyond the violet ^ is not very great, 
for, even though very short waves are emitted by a body, 
they are absorbed and scattered by the earth's atmosphere 
before reaching the observer; but there is no limit in the 
other direction to the lengths of rays. Langley explored the 
so-called heat rays of the sun with his bolometer far be¬ 
yond those which are visible to the human eye. The waves 
used in wireless telegraphy, which differ from light waves 
only in their length, are often hundreds of yards long. 

221. On the Production of Light. — A definite concep¬ 
tion of the way in which matter emits radiant energy is 
important for an understanding of the principles of spec¬ 
trum analysis, but, unfortunately, the fundamental proper¬ 
ties of matter are involved, and physicists are not yet in agree¬ 
ment on the subject. However, the theory that radiant 
1 Excepting the so-called X-rays, which are much shorter. 
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energy is due to accelerated electrons is in good standing and 
gives a correct representation of the principal facts. 

The molecules of which substances are composed are 
themselves made up of atoms. The atoms were generally 
supposed to be indivisible until the year 1895, when the 
cathode and X-rays prepared the way for the recent dis¬ 
coveries in radioactivity and subatomic units. In con¬ 
nection with these discoveries it was found that the atoiiiB 
are made up of numerous stiU smaller particles, called elec¬ 
trons or corpuscles. An atom, according to the hypothesis 
of Rutherford, is composed of a small central nucleus, carry¬ 
ing a positive charge of electricity, and one or more rings 




Fig. 137. — Model of iitom, uou-rudiatiug at left and radiatiiiK at right. 


of electrons carrying (or perhaps consisting of) negative 
charges of electricity, which revolve around the positive 
nucleus at great speed. Under ordinary circumstances tlu^ 
electrons revolve in circular paths witli uniform spiked, all 
those of a given ring traveling in the same circle. Uiulcir 
these circumstances, represented in the left of Fig. 137, 
the atom is not radiating. 

When a body is highly heated the molecules and atoms 
of which it is composed are in very rapid motion and jos¬ 
tle against one another with great frequency. These im¬ 
pacts disturb the motions of the electrons and cause tlunu to 
describe wavy paths in and out across the circles in whicdi 
they ordinarily move. This condition is shown at the 
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right in Fig. 137. These small vibrations, which are 
periodic in character, produce light waves in the ether; 
and light waves are also produced by the impacts themselves, 
but they are not periodic. 

The character of the motions of the corpuscles can be 
imderstood by considering a bell. Suppose it is suspended 
by a twisted cord which is rapidly untwisting. A ring of 
particles around the bell corresponds to a ring of corpuscles 
in an atom. If the bell is simply rotating, it gives out no 
sound. Suppose it strikes something. The particles of 
which it is composed vibrate rapidly in and out; this, com¬ 
bined with its rotation, causes them to describe wavy paths 
across their former circular orbits. These waves produce 
the sound. Of course, it is not necessary that the bell should 
be rotating in order to produce sound, and in this respect 
the analogy is imperfect. 

The frequency of the vibrations of a corpuscle in an atom 
is astounding. The length of a hght wave of yellow light 
is in rotmd numbers Tq ^ ooq ' of an inch. In a second of tune 
enough waves are emitted to make a line of them 186,000 
miles along. Therefore, the number of oscillations per 
second of the corpuscles in an atom is in round numbers 
600,000,000,000,000. 

It has often been suggested that the atoms of all the 
chemical elements are made out of exactly the same kind of 
electrons. Certainly there is as yet no evidence to the con¬ 
trary. If the electrons are not composite structures them¬ 
selves, the idea is reasonable enough; but if they are made 
up of still smaller units, the hypothesis seems improbable. 

The dynamics of an atom, according to the corpuscular 
theory, is of much interest. The positive nucleus attracts 
the revolving negative corpuscles. They are kept from fall¬ 
ing in on the nucleus both by the centrifugal force due to 
their rapid revolution, and also by their mutual repulsions 
which result from their being similarly electrified. If the 
number of corpuscles in a ring is small, the atom is stable. 
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With an increasing number of corpuscles the stability of the 
atom diminishes. Finally, the atom is stable only if the 
corpuscles revolve in two or more rings. The regions of 
instability which separate atoms having a certain number 
of rings from those having other numbers possibly give a 
clue to the celebrated periodic law of the chemical elements 
discovered by Mendeldeff. 

222. Spectroscopes and the ' Spectrum. — The energy 
which a body radiates is completely characterized by the 
wave lengths which it includes and their respective inten¬ 
sities. The spectroscope is an instrument which enables us 
to analyze light into its parts of different wave lengths, and 
to study each one separately. 

There are three principal types of spectroscopes. In the 
first and oldest type the light passes through one or more 
prisms; in the second, perfected by Rowland and Michelson, 
the light is reflected from a surface on which are ruled 
many parallel equidistant lines; and in the third, invented 
by Michelson, the light passes through a pile of equally 
thick plane pieces of glass piled up like a stairway. The 
first type is most advantageous when the source of light is 
faint, like a small star, comet, or nebula. Its chief fault is 
that the scale of the spectrum is not the same in all parts. 
The second type is advantageous for bright sources of light 
like the sun or the electric arc in the laboratory. It gives 
the same scale for all parts of the spectrum, but uses only 
a small part of the incident light. The third type, known 
as the echeloUj gives high dispersion without great loss of 
light. Only the first type, which is most used in astronomy, 
will be more fully described here. 

The basis of the prism spectroscope is the refraction and 
the dispersion of light when it passes through a prism. Let 
L, Fig. 138, represent a beam of white light which passes 
through the prism P. As it enters at A from a rarer to a 
denser medium, it is bent toward the perpendicular to the 
surface; and as it emerges at B from a denser to a rarer 
2b 
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Fig. 


medium, it is bent from the perpendicular to the surface. 
This change in the direction of the beam of light is its 
refraction. 

Not only is the beam of light refracted, but it is also spread 
out into its colors. As it enters the prism the violet light 
is refracted the most and the red the least, and the same thing 
is true when it emerges. Consequently, instead of a beam 
of white light falling on the screen S there is found a band of 
colors which, in order from the most refracted to the least 

refracted, are violet, 
indigo, blue, green, 
yellow, orange, and 
red. This separation 
of light into its colors 
is called dispersion. 

In the diagram only 
the visible part of the 
spectrum is indicated. 
Beyond the red are 
the infra-red, or heat, rays 7-i2, and beyond the violet are 
the ultra-violet rays U-V. The colors are not separated by 
sharp boundaries, but shade from one to another by insensi¬ 
ble gradations. The ultra-violet part of the spectrum is 
several times as long as the visible part, and the infra-red 
part is several times as long as the ultra-violet part. 

While Fig. 138 shows exactly the way in which a spec¬ 
trum might be formed, it would be too faint to be of any 
value in practice. In order to obtain a bright spectrum the 
apparatus is arranged as sketched in Fig. 139, though in 
practice several prisms, one after the other, are often em¬ 
ployed. The rays which pass through the screen at 0 are 
made parallel by the lens Li. They strike the prism P in 
parallel lines, and those of a given color continue through P 
and to the lens L 2 in parallel lines (the dispersion is not indi¬ 
cated in the diagram). The lens L 2 brings the rays to a 
focus at F, and the eyepiece E sends all those of ea^ color 


138. —Refrsuition and dispersion of light 
by a prism. 
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out in a small bundle of parallel lines (only one color is repre¬ 
sented in the diagram). The eye is placed just to the right 
of Ej and all the parallel rays of each bundle are brought to 
a focus at a point on the retina. In this way many rays of 
each color are brought to a focus at the same place in the 
observer's eye. 

While strictly white light gives aU colors, it is not neces¬ 
sary that a luminous body should emit all kinds of light, or 
that all colors emitted should be given out in equal intensity. 
In fact, it is well known that if a body is simply wann but 
not self-luminous, it gives out in sensible quantities only 



infra-red rays. If it is extremely hot, it may radiate mostly 
ultra-violet rays. 

223. The First Law of Spectrum Analysis. — The first 
theoretical discussion of the principles of spectrum analysis 
which reached approximately correct conclusions was made 
by Angstrom in 1853. The work of Bunsen, and especially 
of Kirchhoff in 1859, put the subject on essentially its present 
basis. The laws of spectrum analysis as formulated here 
are consequences of a general law due to Kirchhoff, and of 
certain experimental facts. After they have been stated, 
they will be seen to be simple consequences of the modc^ of 
production of radiant energy. 

The first law of spectrum analysis is: A radiating solid, 
liquid, or gas under high pressure gives a continuous spectrum 
whose position of 'maodmum intensity depends upon the tc^n- 
perature of the source; and conversely, if a spectrum is con-- 
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tinuous, the source of light is a solidj liquid^ or gas under high 
pressure, and the position of radiation of maximum intensity 
determines the temperature of the source. 

This law means, in the first place, that a radiating solid, 
liquid, or gas under high pressure gives out light, or more 
generally radiant energy, of all wave lengths; and, in the 
second place, the wave length at which the radiation is most 
intense depends upon the temperature of the source. It is 
clear from the way in which light is produced that the first 
part of the law should be true. When a body is in a solid 
or liquid state, or when it is a gas under high pressure, the 
molecules are so close together that they continually inter¬ 
fere with one another. Under these circumstances the os¬ 
cillations of the corpuscles cannot take place in their natural 
periods, but they are altered in all possible manners. This 
results in vibrations of all periods, and therefore the spectra 
are continuous. 

The way in which the wave length of maximum radiation 
depends upon the temperature is given by Wien’s law ^ — 

0.2076 

A. — rp i 

where A is the wave length in inches and T is the absolute 
temperature on the Fahrenheit scale. For example, if the 
temperature of the sun is 10,000°, its wave length of maxi¬ 
mum radiation is about 6^;Wo of inch. 

224. The Second Law of Spectnim Analysis. — The 
second law of spectrum analysis is: A radiating gas under 
low pressure gives a spectrum which consists of bright lines 
whose relations to one another and whose positions in the 
spectrum^ depend upon the nature of the gas (and in some 

^Exporimonts show that this law does not give good results for low 
temperatures, but the applications in astronomy are to high temperatures. 

*The positions of lines in a spectrum determine, of course, their relations 
to one another; but in practice the lines of an element are usually identified 
by their relations to one another, just as a constellation is recognized by the* 
relative positions of its stars. 
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cases to some extent upon its temperaturey densHy, electrical 
and magnetic condition); and converselyy if a spectrum con-- 
sists of bright lines, then the source is a radiating gas {or 
gases) under low pressurCy and the composition of the gas (or 
gases) can be determined from the relations of the lines to one 
another and from their positions in the spectrum. 

When molecules are free from all restraints the oscil¬ 
lations of their electrons take place in fixed periods which 
depend upon the internal forces involved, just as free bells 
of given structure vibrate in definite ways and give forth 
sounds of definite pitch. Consequently, free radiating mole¬ 
cules emit light of one or more definite wave lengths de¬ 
pending on the structure of the molecules, and there are 


FfOL£T fA/OiGO GLU£ GfiE£f>f YELLOV^ OftANGE EtEO 



FlU. 140. — A bright-liiii) Hpoctriiiii ubovu and u rovoraed bpcvjtruin below. 


bright lines at corresponding places in the spectrum and no 
light whatever at other places. A bright-line spectiiim is 
shown in the top part of Fig. 140, Some ekmKmts give 
only a few lin(\s and othiirs a great many. For example, 
sodium has but two lines, both in the yellow, and iron more 
than 2000 lines. It is needless to say that all these facts 
arc established by laboratory experiments. 

It may bo objected that in a gas, ev(m iindtn* low pre^ssure, 
the molecules arc not free from outside inteiTerence, for they 
collide with one another many millions of times per second. 
But the intervals during wlii(4i they are in collision are v(^ry 
short compared with the intcivals betw(Mm collisions, Con¬ 
sequently, while there will some light of all wav(^ lengths, 
it will be inappreciable compared to that which is chai'acter- 
istic of the radiating gas, and the s])ectrum will seem to con- 
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sist of bright lines of various colors on a perfectly black 
background. 

226. The Third Law of Spectrum Analysis. — The third 
law of spectrum analysis is : If light from a solid, liquid, or 
gas under, great pressure passes through a cooler gas {or gases), 
then the result is a bright spectrum which is continuous except 
where it is crossed by dark lines, and the dark lines have the 
positions which would be occupied by bright lines if the 
intervening cooler gas were the source of light; and con¬ 
versely, if a bright spectrum is continuous except whei'e it is 
crossed by dark lines, then the source of light is a solid, liquid, 
or gas under great pressure, and the light has passed through 
a cooler intervening gas (or gases) whose co7istitution can be 
determined from the relations of the dark lines to one another 
and from their positions in the spectrum. 

In a word, a cool gas absorbs the same kinds of rays it 
would give out if it were incandescent, and no others. Simi¬ 
larly, a musical instrument absorbs tones of the same pitch 
as those which it can produce. For example, if the key for 
middle C on a piano is held down and this tone is produced 
near by, the piano will respond with the same tone; but if 
D is produced, the piano will give no response. This phe¬ 
nomenon occurs in many branches of physics and is very 
important. For example, it is at the basis of wireless teleg¬ 
raphy. The receiving instrument and the sending instru¬ 
ment are tuned together, and only in this way do the effects 
of the feeble waves which reach to great distances become 
sensible. The fact that the sending and i*ecoiving instru¬ 
ments must be tuned the same explains how it is that many 
different wireless instruments can be working at the same 
time without sensible interference. 

When the intervening cooler gas absorbs certain parts of 
the energy which passes through it, it becomes heated and 
its rate of radiation is increased. It might be supposed that 
this new radiation would make up for the energy which luis 
been absorbed. That which has been absorbed and that 
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which is radiated are, indeed, exactly equal, but the radi¬ 
ated energy is sent out in eveiy direction and not alone in 
the direction of the original light passing through the gas. 
That is, certain parts of the original energy are taken out 
and scattered in every direction. Therefore, in a spectrum 
crossed by dark lines the dark lines are not absolutely black, 
but only black relatively to the remainder of the spectrum. 
A spectrum of this sort is called an absorption^ or dark-line, 
or revet'sed spcc^trum. The reverse of the bright-line sj^ec- 
truni given in the top of Fig. 140 is shown in the bottom 
part of tlie figure. 

226. The Fourth Law of Spectrum Analysis. — The fouri,h 
law of Kpe(^truin analysis was first discovered by Doppler 
and was exporinientally established by Fizcau. It is com¬ 
monly called th(^ Doppku- principle, or the Doppler-Fizeau 
law. It is : If the source {radiatmg gas in the case of a spec¬ 
trum of bright lincsj and an intervening cooler gas in case of 
an absorption spectrum) and receiver are relatively approach¬ 
ing (ouHird, or receding froni^ each oiJw', then the lines of the 
spectrum arc displaced respectively in the direction of the 
mdet or the red. by an amount 'which is proportional lo the 
relative speed of approach or recession; and conversely, if the 
lines of a. speclruin arc displaced toward the violet or the red, 
the source and receiver are respectively approaching toward, 
or receding from, each other, and the relative speed of approach 
or recession can be determined from the amount of the dis¬ 
placement. 

The explanai.ion of the shift of the lines of the spectrum 
when there is relative motion of the source and th(^ r(^- 
ociver ia very simple. If the source is stationaiy, it sends 
out wave after wave separatcMl by a given interval; if ii. is 
moving toward the r(^c(iiver, it follows up the waves which it 
emits and the intervals between them are diminished. That 
is, the wave Icngt-hs have become shorter, which is only an¬ 
other way of stating that the corresponding spectral linens 
have been shifted toward the violet. Of course, for motion 
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in the opposite direction the spectral lines are shifted toward 
the red. 

If the receiver moves toward the source, he receives not 
only the waves which would reach him if he were 
stationary, but also those which he meets as a conse¬ 
quence of his motion. The distances between the waves 
are diminished and the spectral lines are shifted toward 
the violet. Motion in the opposite direction produces the 
opposite results. 

The formula for the shift in the spectral lines is 



where AX is the amount of the shift, X is the wave length 
of the line in question, v the relative velocity of the source 
and receiver, and Y the velocity of light. Suppose v is 18.6 
miles per second; then, since Y is 186,000 miles per second 
and the greatest wave length in the visible spectrum is 
nearly twice that of the shortest, the displacement is about 
T o.Voo of distance between the ends of the visible spec¬ 
trum. It follows that for the velocities with which the 
planets move the displacements of the spectral lines are 
very small, and that refined means must be employed in 
order to determine them accurately. The usual method is 
to photograph the spectrum of the distant object and at 
the same time to send through the spectroscope beside it 
the light from some suitable laboratory source. The lines 
of the latter will of course have their normal positions. 
The displacements of the lines of the celestial object with 
respect to them are measured with the aid of a micro¬ 
scope. 

When the spectral lines of an object are well defined, dis¬ 
placement results of astonishing precision can be obtained. 
In the case of stars of certain types the relative velocities 
toward or from the earth, called radial velocities^ can be de¬ 
termined to within one tenth of a mile per second. 
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XVI, QUESTIONS. 

1. What problems can be solved approximately for the sun and 
stars by the first principle of spectrum analysis ? 

2. What would bo the character of the spectrum of moonlight ? 

3. Comets have continuous bright spectra crossed by still brighter 
lines; what interpretation is to be made of these facts, remembering 
that comets shine partly by reflected light ? 

4. The spectra of Uranus and Neptune contain dark fines and 
bands of great intensity at the positions of the less intense hydrogen 
lines of the solar spectrum; what interpretation is to be placed on 
these phenomena ? 

5. Can the motion of the earth with respect to the sun and moon 
bo determined by spoctroseopie means ? The motion of the earth 
with respect to the planets? 

6. If an observer wore approaching a deep red star with the veloc¬ 
ity of light, what color would the star appear to have ? If he wore 
receding with the velocity of light ? 

7. What effect would the rapid rotation of a star have on its spec¬ 
tral lines ? 

8. Suppose an observer examines the spectra of the eastern and 
wostorn limbs of tho sun; how would the spectral lines be related? 
Could they be distinguished from lines due to absorption by the 
earth’s atmosphere ? 

III. The Constitution of the Sun 

227. Outline of the Sun's Constitution. — The apparent 
surface of the sun ia called the photosphere (light sphere). 
It has the appearance of being rather sharply defined, Fig. 
141, and it is the boundary used to define the size of the sun, 
but the sun is disturbed by such violent vertical motions 
that it is probably very broken in outline. At the dis¬ 
tance of the Bun from the earth an object 500 miles across 
subtends an angle of only one second of arc, and, therefore, 
irregularities in the photosphere would not be visible unless 
they anaounted to sevci’al hundred miles. The part of the 
sun interior to the photosphere is always invisible. 

-Above the photosphere lies a sheet of gas, probably from 
600 to 1000 miles thick, which is called the reversing layer 
because, as will be seen (Art. 233), it produces a reversed, 
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oi- absorption, spectrum. It contains many terrestrial sub¬ 
stances, such as calcium and iron, in a vaporous state. 

Outside of the reversing layer is another layer of gas, 
from 5000 to 10,000 miles deep, called the chromosphere 



Fiq. 141. — Tho Sun. Photographed by Fox vrUh the /fl-inch telescope of the 
Yerkcs Obsej^vatory. 


(color sphere). At the time of a total eclipse of the sun it 
is seen as a brilliant scarlet fringe whose outer surface seems 
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to be covered with leaping flames. There are often eruptions, 
called prominencGSy which break up into it and ascend to 
great heights. 

The outermost portion of the sun is the corona (crown), 
a halo of pearly light which is so much fainter than the il¬ 
lumination of the earth’s atmosphere that it can be seen only 
at the time of a total solar eclipse. It is irregular in form and 
gradually fades out into the blackness of the sky at the dis¬ 
tance of from 1,000,000 to 3,000,000 miles from the surface 
of the sun. 

Figure 142 shows an ideal section through the sun. The 
upper surface of tlie invisible interior is the photosphere, 



Fill. 142. — Iiloa.! Hoctioii of Uio nuii. 


R is the rcvei’sing layoi*, ^ is a spot, K is the chromosphere, 
P is a prominence, and C is the corona. 

228. The Photosphere. — When the sun is examined 
through a good telescope it presents a finely mottled ap¬ 
pearance instead of the uniform luster which might be ex¬ 
pected. The brighter parts are intensely luminous nodules, 
somewhat irregular in form, fiOO or GOO miles across. Those 
rice grains,” as they are sometimes called, have been re¬ 
solved into smaller elements having a diametei* of not over 
100 miles; and although all these granules togc^hcu- do not 
constitute over one fifth of the sun’s surface, yet, according 
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to Laiigley^s estimates, they radiate about three fourths of 
the light. A small portion of the sun’s surface highly 
magnified is shown in Fig. 143. 

The photosphere of the sun gives a continuous spectrum. 
Therefore, according to the first law of spectrum analysis, 
it is a solid, liquid, or gas under great pressure. Since the 
photosphere is not transparent there is a strong inclination 
to infer that it is liquid, or at least consists of clouds of 
liquid particles (carbon, iron, calcium, etc.) floating in a 

vapor of similar substances. 
But the temperature of the 
sun is so high that this 
conclusion is not certain. 

In considering the sun it 
must be remembered that 
its surface gravity is nearly 
28 times that of the earth, 
and that the pressure under 
equal masses of atmosphere 
is correspondingly greater. 
Hence, it is not unreasona¬ 
ble to suppose that the 

Fig. 143. — Small portion of the auii’a pressure down under the 
Burfoco, hiRhly magnified. , , , 

corona, chromosphere, and 
reversing layer is great enough to produce a continuous 
spectrum. The conclusion that the photosphere is almost 
entirely, if not altogether, gaseous is supported by the fact 
that the cooler, overlying reversing layer is gaseous and 
contains some of the most refractoiy known substances. 
The “ rice-grain ” structure of the photosphere is explained 
by Abbott as being due to relative motions of layers at 
different levels analogous to those which produce a mackerel 
sky in the earth’s atmosphere. He supposes that the dark 
places between the “ rice-grains ” correspond to those places 
where clouds form in our own atmosphere, and that they 
are regions where the temperature has fallen somewhat 
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below that of the remainder of the photosphere. There are 
other astronomeiB, however, who believe that the bright nod¬ 
ules are the summits of ascending convection currents, which, 
by expansion and cooling, are reduced to the state where the 
most refractory substances partially condense and radiate 
most brilliantly, while the darker spaces between are where 
the cooler cui’rents descend. 

The photosphere is the region from which the sun loses 
energy by radiation. This energy must bo supplied from 
the interior. There arc three processes by which heat may 
be transferred from one position to another, viz., by conduc¬ 
tion, by convection, and by radiation. Conduction is en¬ 
tirely too slow to be quantitatively adequate for bringing 
heat to the surfac^e of the sun. Convection currents might 
be violent enough and might reach deep enough to bring to 
the surface the requisite amount of heat. In order to get 
a quantitative idc^a of the requirements suppose that essen¬ 
tially all of the sun’s railiatiou is from a layer of the photo¬ 
sphere, of average density one tenth, 500 miles thick. Sup¬ 
pose its sp(Hiifi(^ heat is unity. At the rate at which the sun 
radiates, the i.cMiiperature of this layer would decrease one 
degree Fahrenheit in L.O hours if fresh energy were not sup¬ 
plied from below. Hence the requirements do not seem to 
be unreasonably S(wer(\ 

In a body as nearly opaque as the sun seems to be, radiation 
probably is of no importanc.e in the escape of heat from ilie 
deep interior to the surfa(U' layers. 

229. Sun Spots. — Th(^ most conspicuous markings ever 
seen on the sun are relatively dark spots which occasionally 
appear in the photosphere and last from a few days up to 
several months, with an average duration of a month or two. 
The typical spot consists of a round, I'elatively black nucleus, 
called the umbra, and a surrounding less dark belt called the 
penumbra, Fig. 144. The penumbra is made up of con¬ 
verging filaments, or '' willow leaves,’’ of brighter material, 
which look as though the intensely luminous photospheric 
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columns were tipped over so as to make their sides visible. 
The umbra and penumbra do not gradually merge into each 
other, and likewise the penumbra and surrounding photo¬ 
sphere have a fairly definite line of separation. 

The umbra of a sim spot may be anywhere from 500 to 
50,000 miles across; the diameter of the penumbra may be 
as great as 200,000 miles. When the spots are of these 
dimensions they can be seen simply with the aid of a smoked 
glass to reduce the glare of the sun. The Chinese claim to 



Fia. 144. — Great 3un spot of July 17, 1905. PhotoQrai^hed hy Fox vnth Uio 
40-inch telescope of the Ycrkca Obsei'vatory, 


have records of observations of sun spots made centuries 
before their discovery by Galileo in 1610. 

The umbra of a sun spot is dark only in comparison with 
the glowing photosphere which surrounds it, for a calcium 
light projected on it appears black. In fact, it sometimes 
shows many details of darker spots and brighter streaks which 
most often appear shortly before it breaks up. In the 
neighborhood of spots the brightness of the photosphere is 
usually above the average, and there are nearly always in 
their vicinity very bright elevated masses of calcium which 
constitute the faculw. These faculse are especially con- 
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spicuous when near the ssun’s apparent margin, or limb, ms 
it is called, for in these regions the photosphere is greatly 
dimmed by the extensive absorbing material through wbhdi 
its rays must ptiss, while on the other hand the fae.iilto jn'o- 
ject out through the absorbing material and shine with but 
slightly diminished luster. 

230. The Distribution and Periodicity of Sun Spots. 

Sun spots arc rarely seen except in two belts extending Ironi 
latitude 6° to latitude 35° on each side of the sunV e(iuator. 
Moreover, they are not always equally numerous. For 
three or four years they appear with great freciiuMiey, i-luMi 
they become less numerous and decline to a minimum l<»r 
three or four years, after which they are mort^ nunuM'ous 
again. The interval from maximum numb(a* to inaxinuiiu 
number averages about 11.11 years, though the iic^riod vMi*i(‘S 
from about 7 years to more than 16 years,/ Wh(‘n a piu*io(I 
is short the maximum which follows it is very inarke<l, 
though a large amount of sun-spot activity had Ix^eii ero\vde<l 
into a short int(‘rval; on the other hand, wlien amnxiinum 
is delayed it is Ix'low normal in activity. 

There is a connec^tion betwe(*n the positions of sun spots 
ami their numbers, first i)ointed out by Hcliwabe in isr)2. 
After a sun-spot maximum Inis passed, tlie s]x>t.s app^'or 
year after year for about fivc^ years, on tlii^ av('r.‘ig(‘, in su<'- 
cessively lower latitudes, and tlu\y ar(^ coutiuually h'sn 
numerous. At the sixth year a few are still visibh^ in Ml)out 
latitudes ±0°, and a ii(*w cyelestarts in latitude's about ± 115”. 
After this the sjxd.s in the low latitude's elisa]}p('!vr, l.he)se iu 
the higher latitiieles inerease in numbers, but graelually de*- 
scend in latitude until the maximum aedivity is re'sclu'd in 
latitudes ±10°. The arenas covereel l)y spots in ye'ars e)!' 
maximum activity are from 15 to 45 timers the)He» e^ove're'el in 
years of minimum activity. The results from 187() to Jb()2 
are shown in Fig. 145. 

Sin(3e accurate records of the numbers anel (linuMisie>ns of 
sun spots have been kept, the sun’s southern heuniHi)ln'ro 
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has been somewhat more active than the northern. For the 
period from 1874 to 1902, 57 per cent of the total spot area 
was in the southern hemisphere of the sun and only 43 per 
cent in the northern. That is, the activity in the southern 
hemisphere was about one third greater than that in the 



Fig. 146. — Distribution and magnitudes of aun spots for the period from 
1876 to 1902 (Maunder). 


northern. Whether this difference is permanent and what it 
means cannot at present be determined. 

231. The Motions of Sun Spots.—Individual sun spots 
may drift both in latitude and in longitude, and they often 
have complicated and violent internal motions. As a rule, 
those spots whose latitudes are less than 20° drift slowly 
toward the sun's equator, and those which are in higher 
latitudes drift away from it. When two spots are near to¬ 
gether they are generally on the same parallel of latitude. 
The spot which is ahead usually moves forward with respect 
to the sun's surface, while the one which is behind lags con- 
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tinually farther in the rear. If a large spot divides into two 
components, they generally recede from each other, some¬ 
times at the rate of 1000 miles an hour. 

Sun spots sometimes have spiral motions, but until 
recently the phenomenon was thought to be hardly char¬ 
acteristic because it was observed in only a small percentage 
of cases. Haleys invention of the spectrohehograph (Art. 
237) furnished a new and powerful means of studying solar 
phenomena, and it has led in recent years to a discovery 
of great interest and importance in this connection. 

In 1908 Hale proved the existence of magnetic fields in 
the high levels of sun spots. One may well wonder how such 
a result could be establislied, since we receive only light and 
heat from the sun. Naturally it must be done from the 
characteristics of the radiant energy which the sun sends to 
the earth. About 1896 Zeeman found that moat spectral 
lines are doubled, or at least widened, when observed along 
the lines of force of a magnet, and that the two components 
are circularly polarized in opposite directions. Hale ex¬ 
amined the widened spectral lines belonging to sun spots 
and proved that they have the properties of spectral lines in 
a magnetic field. Then he took up the question of the 
origin of the magnetic fields. It was shown by Howland in 
1876 that static electric charges in revolution produce elec¬ 
tromagnetic effects like tliose produced by electric currents. 
Consequently Hale concluded that the magnetic? fields in 
sun spots are due to vortical motions of parti(?lcjs carrying 
static electric charges, and the explanation is almost cer¬ 
tainly correct. 

More recently the whole sun has been found to bo involved 
in a magnetic field whose poles agree approximately with 
its poles of rotation; it may be analogous to that which 
envelopes the earth. Schustc^r has sugg(\st(Ml that the mag¬ 
netic states of the earth and sun may be? a consc^quence of 
their rotations, and that all rotating bodies must bo magnets. 

Haleys discovery is a proof of cyclonic motion in the 
2c 
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upper parts of sun spots. Unlike cyclones on the earth, the 
direction of motion in a hemisphere is not always the same. 
Hale found numerous examples where two spots seemed to 
be connected, one having one polarity and the other the 
opposite (Fig. 146). It has been suggested they are the 
two ends of a cylindrical whirl. This idea is confirmed, at 
least to some extent, by the fact that, so far as observational 
evidence goes at present, when two spots are near together, 
they always have opposite polarity. Another remarkable 



Fig. 146. — Sun spots having opposite polarity. Photographed at the ML 
Wilson Solar Observatory with the spectroheliograph (Halo). 


fact is that if two neighboring spots are in the northern hemi¬ 
sphere of the sun, the one which is ahead has a counter¬ 
clockwise vortical motion, while the motion in the other is 
in the opposite direction. The conditions are the opposite 
in the sun's southern hemisphere. 

Evershed, in India, announced in 1909 that at the lowest 
visible levels there is radial motion outward from spots ^ 
parallel to the surface of the sun. More recently St. John, 
at the Mt. Wilson Solar Observatory (Fig. 147), has made 
extensive studies of the motions in sun spots with the ad- 
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vantage of moat powerful instrumenta, and he concludes 
that at the lower levels there is motion radially outward 
from spot centers, at levels about 2500 miles higher there is 
no horizontal motion, and in the high levels of the chromo¬ 
sphere (10,000 to 15,000 miles) the motion is inward toward 
the centers of the spots. This suggests that spots are pro¬ 
duced by cooler gases from high levels rushing in toward a 
center, descending some thousands of miles, and then spread¬ 
ing out at lower levels, but the consideration of the quality 
and quantity of the materials involved in the two mov(‘- 


■j 



Fla. 147,—^Tho Ml. WilHou Soliir OhHorvatory of llio ('JumoKio luHtiliition 
of PiiHiidomi, C'alifuniia. 


ments, together with tlii‘ir kinetic energic's, h'd St. .lohu to 
the conclusion that tlu^ material flowing inward and down¬ 
ward by no means equals that (lowing outward at lowin’ 
levels from the axes of spots. He bi'lioves, ratlu^-, that a 
spot is formed by currents ascending from the sun’s interior 
and spreading out just above tlie photosph(U’i\ Tlu^ in- 
rushing and descending chromospheric material is a si^eond- 
ary result of the primary currents. The spots are dark 
cause the expanding gases of which thc\y are coinposcxl ai-i^ 
cooler than those which constitute the photosphere. 

Independent evidence of a conclusive (fliaraeter shows 
that spots are cooler than the ordinary photosphere. Tluivo 
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is evidence from the So-called enhanced spectral lines which 
has been brought out by Hale, Adams, and Gale; the lines 
in the spectrum of spots are related to those in the spectrum 
of the remainder of the sun just as the spectra with low tem¬ 
peratures in the electric furnace are related to those with 
high temperatures; and finally, the spectra of spots con¬ 
tain flutings, or bands, which are believed to be due to ab¬ 
sorption by chemical compounds which would be broken up 
into their constituent elements in the higher temperatures of 
the photosphere. 

232. The Rotation of the Sun. — The rotation of at least 
that part of the sun in which the spots occur can be found 
from their apparent transits across its disk. The first 
systematic investigation of the sun^s rotation was made by 
Carrington and Spoerer about the middle of the nineteenth 
century. They found that the sun rotates from west to east 
about an axis inclined 7° to the perpendicular to the plane 
of the ecliptic. The sun^s axis points to a position whose 
right ascension and declination are respectively 18 h. 44 m. 
and +46°; which is almost exactly midway between Vega 
and Polaris. The period of the solar rotation depends upon 
the latitude. Spots near the sun's equator complete a revo¬ 
lution in about 25 days; in latitude 30°, in about 26.5 days; 
in latitude 45°, in about 27.5 days; in higher latitudes spots 
are not seen. 

Reference has already been made to the faculaj, or bright 
clouds, which are especially abundant in the neighborhood 
of sun spots. The positions of the faculai are easily de¬ 
termined on photographs of the sun, and from photographs 
made at sufficiently short intervals the rotation of the sun 
can be found. This method has given results in accord with 
those obtained from observations of spots. 

"Hie remarkable developments of spectroscopic methods 
which followed Hale's invention of the spectrolieliograph 
ave furnished a third method of measuring the rotation of 
the sun. By its use bright clouds of calcium vapor, called 
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flocculi by Hale, and both bright and dark flocculi of hydro¬ 
gen have been photographed. The rotation of the sun has 
been determined by Hale and Eox from photographs of 
flocculi. 

Finally, the rotation of the sun has been determined by 
the Doppler-Fizeau effect. One limb of the sun at the equa¬ 
tor approaches the earth at the rate of 1.3 miles per second, 
while the other recedes at the same velocity. The spectro¬ 
scopic method is so highly developed that it not only gives 
the rate of rotation of the sun approximately, but it shows 
that the period is shorter at the equator than it is in higher 
latitudes. 

The results for the periods of rotation of the sun by the 
various methods are given in the following table, in which 
the results are expressed in mean solar days: 


Table X 


Latitude 

Sun Spots 

FAGCIiiB 

Calcium 

KIjOOOULI 

ITydiioohn 

Flocculi 

Dopplmb- 

Fizwau 

Method 

0°to 5** 

26.00 

24.73 

24.70 

25.7 

24.67 

5 to 10 

25.09 

24.79 

24.98 

25.0 

24.8(3 

10 to 15 

25.26 

25.12 

25.17 

24.7 

25.12 

15 to 20 

25.48 

25.33 

25.48 

24.S 

25.44 

20 to 25 

25.75 

25.37 

25.73 

24.5 

25.81 

25 to 30 

26.09 

25.04 

20.77 

24.5 

20.20 

30 to 35 

26.47 

26.47 

20.18 

24.2 

20.07 


By the Doppler-Fizeau method Adams found the poriods 
of rotation of the sun in latitudes 45°, 60°, and 74°, to be 
respectively 28.1, 31.3, and 32.2 days. 

The reason that the sun rotates in its peculiar manner is 
not certainly known, though Elliott Smith has attempted 
to show that the more rapid rotation of the equatorial zone 
is an inevitable consequence of the contraction of a rotating 
mass of gas. The question deserves further quantitative 
examination. 
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Under the hypothesis that the sun is a mixture of fluids 
in equilibrium, Wilsing, Sampson, and Wilczynski have 
reached the conclusion from hydrodynamical considerations 
that cylindrical layers of it rotate with the same speed. 
According to this view the outermost cylinder, which in¬ 
cludes only the equatorial zone, rotates fastest, and suc¬ 
cessive cylinders toward the axis rotate more and more slowly. 
It is supposed that this condition is inherited from some 
primitive state and that friction has not yet reduced the 
rotation to uniformity. Wilczynski showed that friction 
between the different layers would not wear down the dif¬ 
ferences of motion appreciably in many millions of years. 
But he neglected the convection currents which must cer¬ 
tainly exist to great depths and which would quickly destroy 
the supposed different rotations in different cylinders. 
Notwithstanding these difficulties, no other theory at present 
is more satisfactory than that the sun's peculiar rotation has 
been inherited from more extreme conditions which pre¬ 
vailed in the remote past. 

233. The Reversing Layer. — Newton began the analysis 
of light by passing it through a small circular opening. In 
1802 Wollaston passed the light from the sun through a 
narrow slit, instead of a pinhole, and found that the solar 
spectrum was crossed by 7 dark lines. In a few years the 
subject was taken up by Fraunhofer, who soon found that 
the spectrum was crossed by an immense number of dark 
lines. In 1815 he mapped 324 of them, and they have since 
been known as “ Fraunhofer lines.” A greatly improved 
map of these lines was made by Kirchhoff in 1862, and still 
another by AngstrOm in 1868. In 1886 Langley mapped 
the solar spectrum with the aid of his bolometer far into the 
infra-red region, and in 1886, 1889, and 1893 Rowland pub¬ 
lished extensive and very accurate maps from measurements 
of the positions and characteristics obtained with his power¬ 
ful grating spectroscope. In 1895 Rowland published his 
great “ Preliminary Table of Solar Spectrum Wave Lengths,” 
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containing the results for about 14,000 spectral lin^i , A 
portion of the solar spectrum is shown in Fig. 148 with a 
bright-line comparison spectrum above. 

The spectrum of the sun is continuous except for the very 
numerous dark lines which cross it. Therefore, in accord¬ 
ance with the tliird law of spectrum analysis, there is be¬ 
tween the photosphere and the observer cooler gas, and its 
constitution can be determined from the relations among the 
dark lines and from their positions. The lines prove the 
existence of sodium, iron, and other heavy metal^' in this 
intervening gas, and since they cannot remain in the gaseous 
state in our own atmosjdiei‘(} they must be in that of the sun. 



Fiu, 14S. — PorLiuii of Holar tipuctniin bolow with u Titanium comparison 
Hpoctrurii above. 


This absorbing material which overlies the photosphere 
constitutes the reverdng layer. 

If tlic reversing layer could he viewed not projected against 
the brilliant photospln^re, it would give a spc(;trum of bright 
lines exactly at the places occiipic^d by the dark lines under 
the conditions as th(\y normally exist. At the total cclij^se 
of the sun in 1870, Young placed the slit of his spectroscopes 
tangent to the limb of the sun. Just as the moon (Jut off the 
last of the photosphere the spectrum suddenly flashed out 
in bright lines where an instant before the dark ones had 
been. Since 1895, during nearly every total eclipse of tlie 
sun, this “ fliish spectrum ” luis been photographed, and 
there is no doubt that the positions of its linos arc^ idenih^al 
with those of the corresponding dark Fraunhofer lin(^s. From 
the duration of their appearance as bright lines and the known 
rate at which the moon apparently passes across the disk of 
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the sun, it has been found that the reversing layer is 500 or 
600 miles deep^ 

As a rule* the effect of pressure on an absorbing gas is to 
cause the dark hnes to shift slightly toward the red end of 
the spectrum. Extensive studies by various astronomers of 
the displacements of the Fraunhofer lines have led to the 
conclusion that the pressure of the reversing layer, even at 
its lower levels, does not exceed 5 or 6 times that of the 
earth’s atmosphere at sea level. This is a very remarkable 
result in view of the great extent of the sun’s atmosphere 
and the fact that gravity at the surface of the sun is nearly 
28 times as gi’eat as it is at the surface of the earth. Pos¬ 
sibly electrical repulsion from the sun and light pressure 
partly offset the great surface gravity of the sun. 

234. Chemical Constitution of the Reversing Layer. — 
Of the 14,000 hnes in Rowland’s spectrum about one third 
are due to the absorption by the earth’s atmosphere, and 
the remainder are produced by the sun’s reversing layer 
and chromosphere. By comparing the positions of the lines 
of the sim’s spectrum with those given by the various ele¬ 
ments in laboratory experiments, it is possible to infer the 
3hemical constitution of the material which produces the 
ibsorption. In this manner 38 elements are Imown cer- 
jainly to exist in the sun, but more than 6000 of the lines 
napped by Rowland have not as yet been identified as 
belonging to any element. 

The presence of iron is established by more than 2000 
ine coincidences, carbon by more than 200, calcium by more 
ihan 75, magnesium by 20, sodium by 11, copper by 2, and 
ead by 1. It will be noticed that nearly all the elements 
n the table which follows are metals, the exceptions being 
lydrogen, hehum, carbon, and oxygen. On the other hand, 
L number of heavy metals, such as gold and mercury, are 
nissing:’ The following table gives the elements found in the 
un and their atomic weights; 
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Table XI 


Element 

Atomic Weight 

Element 

Atomic Weight 

Hydrogen . . 

1 

Copper . . . 

64 

Helium . . . 

4 

Zinc .... 

66 

Gluoinum . . 

9 

Germanium . 

72 

Carbon . . . 

12 

Strontium . . 

88 

Oxygen . . . 

16 

Yttrium . . 

89 

Sodium . . . 

23 

Zirconium . . 

91 

Magnesium. . 

24 

Niobium . . 

93 

Aluminum . . 

27 

Molybdenum . 

96 

Silicon . . . 

28 

Rhodium . . 

103' 

Potassium . . 

39 

Palladium . . 

107 

Calcium . . . 

40 

Silver . . . 

108 

Scandium . . 

44 

Cadmium . . 

112 

Titanium . . 

48 

Tin .... 

119 

Venadium . . 

51 

Barium . . . 

137 

Chromium . . 

52 

Lanthanum . 

139 

Manganese . . 

55 

Cerium . . . 

140 

Iron .... 

56 

Neodymium . 

144 

Nickel . . . 

59 

Erbium. . . 

168 

Cobalt . . . 

59 

Lead.... 

207 


While the presence of the spectral lines of an element proves 
its existence, their absence does not show that it is not pres¬ 
ent. In the first place, heavy elements, like gold, mercury, 
and platinum, would probably sink far below the level of 
the reversing layer, and consequently would give no lines in 
the solar spectrum. Then, again, the characteristic spectra 
of some of the elements, particularly non-metals, are sup¬ 
pressed by the presence of some other elements, particularly 
metals. Sometimes the spectrum of an element is entirely 
obliterated by the presence of a small percentage of another 
element. This may be the explanation of the fact that the 
spectra of fluorine, chlorine, bromine, iodine, sulphur, sele¬ 
nium, tellurium, nitrogen, phosphorus, arsenic, antimony, 
and boron are not found in the sun, although most of these 
elements occur abundantly in the earth. Some elements 
have spectra that change radically with alterations in their 






394 AN INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY [gh. xi, 234 


conditions of temperature, pressure, and electrical excitation. 
One of these elements is oxygen, which was long sought for 
in the sun before it was certainly found. Of course, the proof 
of its existence was complicated by the fact that it occurs 
in abundance in the earth's atmosphere. Finally, as Lock- 
yer suggested, some of the so-called elements may be in 
reality compounds which are broken up under the extreme 
conditions of temperature prevailing in the sun, and their 
characteristic spectra may be in this manner destroyed. 

The reversing layer is undoubtedly constantly receiving 
material from below and above, and therefore it is safe to 
conclude that its composition is not. qualitatively different 
from that of the remainder of the sun. It is interesting 
that nearly 40 terrestrial elements are found, for it points 
strongly to the conclusion that the sun and the earth have 
had a common origin.. 

The distribution of the elements in distance above the 
sun's photosphere was determined ^by Mitchell from excel¬ 
lent photographs of the flash spectrum which he secured in 
the eclipse of 1905,. and by St. John from considerations of 
the Doppler-Fizeau effect. On the whole; the lighter ele¬ 
ments extend to high altitudes while the heavier elements 
are confined to the lower levels. A peculiar exception is 
that calcium, whose atomic weight is 40, extends in abun¬ 
dance up into the chromosphere 10,000 miles, even as high; 
as hydrogen. Iron and the heavier metals are found only 
down in the reversing layer. 

236. The Chromosphere. — As has been stated, the chro¬ 
mosphere is a gaseous envelope around the sun above the 
reversing layer whose depth is from 5000 to 10,000 miles. It 
gets its scarlet color from the incandescent hydrogen and 
calcium of which it is largely composed. 

The spectrum of the chromosphere consists of many lines, 
some of which are permanent while others come and go. 
The permanent lines are due mostly to hydrogen, helium, and 
calcium; the intermittent lines are due to many elements 
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which seem to have been temporarily thrown up into it 
through the reversing layer. 

The existence of the element helium was first inferred from 
the presence of a bright yellow line in the solar spectrum near 
the two yellow lines of sodium. It is universally prevalent 
in the chromosphere, giving a bright line when the sun is 
eclipsed, or at any time when the slit of the spectroscope is 
put on the chromosphere parallel to the sun^s limb. For 
some unknown reason helium does not give a dark-line ab¬ 
sorption spectrum when the light from the photosphere 
passes through it. This seems to be a direct contradiction 
to the third law of spectrum analysis, which holds true in 
all other known cases. But helium is a very remarkable 
element in several other respects. Next to hydrogen, it 
has the lowest atomic weight, it is very inactive, and enters 
into no known chemical combmations with other elements, 
it has the lowest known refractive index, it is an excellent 
conductor of electricity, its rate of diffusion is 15 times its 
theoretical value, its solubility in water is nearly zero, and it 
is liquefied only with the utmost difficulty. It has already 
been explained that helium is one of the products of the dis¬ 
integration of m’anium, radium, and other radioactive sub¬ 
stances. It was not discovered on the earth until 1895, when 
Ramsay, on examining the spectrum of the mineral clevite, 
found the yellow spectral line of helium. 

236. Prominences. — Vast eruptions, called prominences, 
shoot up from the sun’s photosphere through its chromo¬ 
sphere to heights ranging from 20,000 miles up to 300,000 
roiles, or even to greater elevations in extreme cases. One 
80,000 miles in height is shown in Fig. 149. They usually 
occur in the neighborhood of sun spots and are never seen 
near the sun’s poles. They leap up in jets and flames, often 
changing their appearance greatly in the course of 10 or 15 
minutes, as is shown in Fig. 150. Their velocity of aanent 
is frequently 100 miles per second and sometimes exceeds 
200 ipiles per second. 
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If eruptive prominences should leave the photosphere with 
i velocity of more than 380 miles per second, and if they 
ihould sxiffer no resistance from the reversing layer and 
3 liromosphere, they would escape entirely from the sun and 
pass out beyond the planets to the distances of the stars, 
[t is very difficult to account for their great velocities. No 
satisfactory theory has been developed for explaining how 
3 uch violent explosive forces are long held in restraint and 



Fro. 149. — Solar prominence, August 21, 1909, reaching to a height of 
80,000 miles. Photographed at the ML Wilson Solar Obaervatory. 


then suddenly released. Perhaps under the extreme condi¬ 
tions of temperature and pressure prevailing in the interior 
of the sun, all elements, like radium under terrestrial con¬ 
ditions, explode because of their subatomic energies. Julius 
has maintamed that the prominences may be mirage-like 
appearances due to unusual refraction, and that they are not 
actual eruptions from the sun as they seem to be. But their 
velocities are determined both from their motion perpen¬ 
dicular to the line of sight when they are seen on the sun’s 
limb, and also from spectral line displacements in accord- 
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ance with the Doppler-Fizeau principle, and it seems very 
improbable that they are not real. 

The spectra of eruptive prominences show many lines, 
especially in the lower levels. In them the bright lines of , ^ ^ 
sodium, magnesium, iron, and titanium are conspicuous, 
while those of calcium, chromium, and manganese are 



Fig. 160. — Clmn^oH in iv Holar T)Tomiiioii(jo in nil interval of ton inimitoH. 
Phoiogra'phvd by Slocum ai iho Ycrkea Obaorvatory. 


generally found. In the higher levels calcium is the pre¬ 
dominating element, a remarkable fact in view of its atomic 
weight of 40. 

Prominences were formerly observed only when the sun 
was totally eclipsed’, for at other times the illumination of 
the sky made them altogether invisible. But since the de¬ 
velopment of the spectroscope they can be observed at any 
time. If the light from the limb of the sun is passed througli 
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the spectroscopej the continuous illumination of the earth’s 
atmosphere is spread out and correspondingly ^eebled; 
on the other hand, the light from the prominences consists 
of single colors and is not diminished in intensity by passing 
through the spectroscope. Consequently, if the dispersion 
is suflB.cient, the atmospheric illumination is reduced until 
the prominences become visible. 

Not aU the pro m inences are eruptive. Besides those, 
which burst out suddenly, rising to great heights and soon 
disappearing or subsiding again, there are others, called 
quiescent prominences, which spread out, like the tops of 
banyan trees, with here and there a stem reaching below. 
They often develop far above the surface of the sun, without 
apparent connections with it, and seem to be due to material 
which for some mysterious reason suddenly becomes visible. 
They rest quibtly at great altitudes, somewhat like terrestrial 
clouds, often for many days, notwithstanding the sun’s 
gravity. They are made up of hydrogen, helium, and 
calcium. 

237. The Spectroheliograph. — The photosphere radi¬ 
ates a continuous spectrum, while above it is the reversing 
layer which produces the dark absorption lines. Some of the 
lines, as the if-line due to calcium, are broad because of the 
great extent of the absorbing layer. Now, calcium is abun¬ 
dant in the prominences, and, moreover, it shines with an 
intensity greater than that of the reversing layer. The re¬ 
sult is that the reversing layer makes a broad, dark line, say 
the if-line, and above it is more luminous calcium in a rarer 
state which produces a narrow bright line in the midst of 
the dark one. The line is said to be doubly reversed.” 

The spectroheliograph is an instrument invented and per-* 
fected by Hale in 1891 for the purpose of photographing 
the sun with the light from a single element. The ideas on 
which it depends were almost simultaneously developed and 
applied by Deslandrea. In this instrument, or rather com¬ 
bination of instruments, the sunlight is passed through a 
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spectroscope and is spread out into a spectrum. The in¬ 
line, which is moat frequently used, is doubly reversed in 
the regions of faculae and prominences. All the spectrum 
is cut off by an opaque screen except the bright part of the 
/C-line which passes through a second narrow slit. That is, 
the only light which passes through both slits is the calcium 
light from that portion of the sun^s image which falls on the 
first slit of the spectroscope. In Fig. 151, /Sf is the image 
of the sun at the focal plane of the telescope, A is the slit 
of the spectroscope (the. prisms are not shown), T is the 
spectrum which falls on the screen 5, is a slit in the screen 
B which is adjusted so that it admits the bright center of 



the doubly reversed JC-line, and P is a photographic plate on 
which the i^-line falls. The apparatus is so made that the 
slit A may be moved across the image of the sun S, and the 
slit R simultaneously moved so that the KAine falls on 
successively different parts of the photographic plate P. In 
this manner a photograph of the hot calcium vapors which 
lie above the reversing layer may be obtained; such a photo¬ 
graph is shown in Fig. 152. Some other spectral lines have 
also been used in this way. For example, two photographs 
of a spot with the so-called P-line are shown in Fig. 153. 

The width of a spectral line depends upon the density of 
the gas which is emitting the light. Suppose a thick layer 
of calcium gas which is rare at the top and denser at the bot¬ 
tom gives a bright X-line. The central part will be due to 








400 AN INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY [ch. xi, 237 

light coming from all depths, particularly from the higher 
layers where absorption is unimportant. On the other 
hand, the marginal parts of the line will be due to light 



Fig. 162. — SpeotroliGliogram of tho suii tiilcou with the cloul^ly rovorsod 
oaloium line. Photographed by Hah arid EUorinan at Yarkes Obacmatory. 


coming from the lower levels where the gas is denser. Fol¬ 
lowing out these principles, and using a very narrow slit, 
Hale first obtained photographs of different levels of the 
solar atmosphere. 
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238. The Corona. — During total eclipses the sun is 
seen to be surrounded by a halo of pearly light, called the 
coronaj extending out 200,000 or 300,000 miles, while some 
of the streamers reach out at least 5,000,000 miles. So far 
it has not been possible to find any observational evidence 
of the corona except at the times of total eclipses of the sun. 
One of the reasons that eclipses are of great scientific in¬ 
terest is that they afford an opportunity of studying this 
remarkable solar appendage. The brief duration of total 
eclipses and their infrequency have made progress in tlio 
researches on the corona I'ather slow. The corona is not 



Fin. 158. — SpodiroholioKrsiniH of jihuii h pot with tho doubly rovorwod 
of culcium. Hale and Ellcrman, ^olar Observatory^ Auu- 7 (iful 0^ 1016. 


aiTangcd in (^oncenti-i(^ layers like an atmosphere, but is 
made up of complicatcMl systems of streamers (Fig. 154), in 
general stretching out radially from the sun, but often simply 
and doubly curved, and somewhat resembling auroras. 
Many observers have deedared that its finely detailed struc¬ 
ture resembles the Orion nebula. 

The coronal streamcTS often, perhaps generally, have 
their bases in tho regions of active prominences, but excep¬ 
tions have been noted. That tlu^y are in some way (!on- 
nected with activity on the sun is shown by the fact that the 
form of the coi-ona changes in a cycle of about clevcm years, 
tho same as that of sun-spot activity. At sun-spot miixiina 
the coronal streamers radiate from all latitudes nearly 

2i> 






,402 AN INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY [ch. xi, 238 



Fig. 154.—Photograph of the corona at the total eclipse of the sun, May 2S, 1900 (Barnard and Bitcheyj. 
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equally. As the maxima pass, the coronal streamers grad- 
ually withdraw from the poles of the sun and extend out to 
greater distances in the sun-spot zones. At the sun-spot 
minima, the corona consists of short rays in the polar regions, 
cuiwed away from the solar axis, and long streamers extend-^ 
ing out in the equatorial plane. 

The spectroscope shows that the corona emits three kinds 
of light. First, there is a small quantity which is known 
to be reflected sunlight, for it ^ves, though faintly, the 
Fraunhofer absorption lines, and it is polarized. Second, 
there is white light whose source, according to the first law 
of spectrum analysis, must be incandescent solid or liquid 
particles. Lastly, there is a bright-line spectrum whose 
source, according to the second law of spectrum analysis, 
must be an incandescent gas. The most conspicuous line 
is in the green and is emitted by an element, called coroniumj 
which is not yet known on the earth. There seems to be 
at least one other substance present, but no known elements. 

According to present ideas, the corona consists of dust 
particles, liquid globules, and small masses of gas which 
are widely scattered. From the amount of light and heat 
radiated, and from the temperature which masses so near the 
sun must have, Arrhenius computed that there is one dust 
particle, on the average, in every 14 cubic yards of the corona. 
The excessive rarity of the corona is shown by the fact that 
comets have plunged through hundreds of thousands of miles 
of it without being sensibly retarded. The dust particles 
and liquid globules give the reflected light; the liquid, the 
continuous spectrum; and the gases, the bright-line spectrum. 
The form of the corona shows that its condition of equilibrium 
is not at all similar to that of an atmosphere like the one sur¬ 
rounding the earth. Its increase of density toward the sun 
is inexplicably slow, though doubtless light pressure and 
electrical forces are opposed to gravity. Its radial structure 
and periodical variation in general form are without satis¬ 
factory explanation. 
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239. The Eleven-Year Cycle. — It has been explained that 
sun spots vary in frequency and distribution on the sun^s 
surface in a period averaging a little more than 11 years. 
There are a number of other phenomena which undergo 
changes in the same period. 

The faculsB are most numerous in the sun-spot zones, 
although they occur all over the sun. Both their number 
and the positions of the zones where they are most numerous 
vary periodically with the sun-spot period. This is quite 
to be expected, for the sun spots and the faculse are both 
photospheiic phenomena. 

The eruptive prominences are frequent in the sun-spot 
belts, and vary in position with them. The evidence so far 
also shows periodic variations in their numbers. The quies¬ 
cent prominences, on the other hand, cluster in the polar 
regions. 

The coronal types clearly vary in the eleven-year cycle, 
as was explained in the preceding article. Doubtless the 
total solar radiation varies to some extent in the same period, 
though this has not been verified observationally, but the 
time is now ripe for the investigation. 

The spectra of sun spots vary with the period of the spots, 
but the Fraunhofer lines are singularly invariable. 

The great vibrations which so powerfully agitate the 
sun extend to the earth and probably to the whole solar 
system. It has long been known that both the horizontal 
and vertical components of the earth^s magnetism vary in 
the sun-spot period, and that magnetic disturbances 

storms ”) are most frequent at the times when sun spots 
are most numerous. Likewise, aurorse occur most frequently 
at the Epochs of great sun-spot activity. In fact, magnetic 
storms and aurorse never occur except when there is great 
activity in the sun in the form of sun spots or prominences; 
but there are frequent disturbances on the sun without 
accompanying terrestrial phenomena. The correlation. of 
these phenomena is shown in Fig. 166. 



CH. XI, 239] THE SUN 405 

The first suggested explanation of magnetic storms on the 
earth was that the sun induces changes in the earth's mag¬ 
netic state by sending out electromagnetic waves. L 
vin raised the objection that if the sun were sending out 
waves in every direction, it would give out as much enei.^^^ 
in 8 hours of an ordinary electric storm as it radiates in light 



Eiq. 156. — Curves of magnetic storms, prominences, f aculoe, and sun spots 
from 1882 to 1904. 


and heat in 4 months. A recent exhaustive discussion of the 
data has led Maunder to the conclusion that the source of 
the periodic magnetic storms is in the sun, that the magnetic 
disturbances are confined to restricted areas on the sun, and 
that their influences are propagated out from the sun in 
cones which rotate with the sun; that when these cones of 
magnetic disturbances strike the earth, magnetic storms are 
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induced, and that these magnetic storms have intimate, 
though unknown, relations with sun spots. The most 
important contribution of this investigation was that there 
is much observational evidence to show that the sun is not 
to be regarded as surrounded by a polarized magnetic sphere, 
but that there are definite and intense stream lines of mag¬ 
netic influence, probably coimected with the coronal rays, 
reaching out principally from the spot zones in directions 
which are not necessarily exactly radial. It is a little too 
early to formulate a precise theory as to whether these streams 
are electrified particles driven off by magnetic forces and 
light pressure, or whether they involve the minute corpuscles 
of which atoms are composed, or whether they are phenomena 
of matter and energy of a character and in a state not yet 
recognized by science. 

XVII. QUESTIONS 

1. The apparent diameter of- the atm as seen from the earth is about 
32'; what are the apparent thicknesses of the corona, chromosphere, 
and reversing layer ? 

2. The sun’s diskis considerably brighter at its center than near 
its margin (Pig. 141); can this phenomenon be explained by the ab¬ 
sorption of light by the reversing layer ? By small solid or liquid 
particles somewhere above the photosphere ? 

3. If the, smallest spot that can be seen subtends an angle of 1', 
what is the diameter of the smallest sun. spot that can be seen simply 
through a smoked glass ? 

4. In what direction do sun spots appear to cross the sun’s disk 
as a consequence of its rotation ? 

5. Why cannot the corona be observed with the aid of the spec¬ 
troscope at any time, just as the prominences are observed? 



CHAPTER XII 


EVOLUTION OF THE SOLAR SYSTEM 

1. General Considerations on Evolution 

240. The Essence of the Doctrine of Evolution. — The 
fundamental basis on which science rests is the orderliness 
of the universe. That it is not a chaos has been confirmed 
by an enormous amount of experience, and the principle 
that it is orderly is now universally accepted. This principle 
is completed in a fundamental respect by the doctrine of 
evolution. 

According to the fundamental principle of science the 
universe was orderly yesterday, is orderly to-day, and will 
be orderly to-morrow; according to the doctrine of evolu¬ 
tion, the order of yesterday changed into that of to-day in 
a continuous and lawful manner, and the order of to-day 
will go over into that of to-morrow continuously and sys¬ 
tematically. That is, the universe is not only systematic 
and orderly in space, but also in time. The real essence of 
the doctiine of evolution is that it maintains the orderliness 
of the univeme in time as well as in space. 

Evolution may be from the simple and relatively unorgan¬ 
ized to the complex and highly organized, or it may b(^ in 
the opposite direction. In fact, evolution generally involv(\s 
the two types of changes. For example, the minerals of the 
soil and the elements of the atmosphere sometimes combine 
and produce a tree having foliage, flowers, and fruit. But 
the tree grows, at least partly, on the disintegrating products 
of other trees or plants, and in its own trunk the processes 
of decay are active. Or, to take a less commonplace example, 
with the advancement of civilization men have become 

407 
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more sensitive to discords and more and more capable of 
appreciating certain types of harmony. There is almost 
certainly a corresponding improvement in the structure of 
their nervous system. On the other hand, there is degener¬ 
ation in the quality of their teeth and hair. The changes 
in the two directions are both examples of evolution. 

As knowledge increases it is found that eveiything is con¬ 
tinually changing. Individuals change, institutions change, 
languages change, and even the eternal hills ” are broken 
up and washed away by the elements in a moment of geo¬ 
logical time. Moreover, all these changes are found to be 
perfectly orderly. The doctrine of evolution, as defined here, 
is so fundamentally sensible and is confirmed by so much 
experience that scientists, the world over, accept it with ab¬ 
solute confidence. There have been, and there doubtless 
will continue to be, differences of opinion regarding what 
the precise processes of certain particular evolutions may 
have been, but there is no disagreement whatever regarding 
the fundamental principles. 

241. The Value of a Theory of Evolution. — The impor¬ 
tance of a general principle is proportional to the number 
of known facts it correlates. This is a general proposition 
with special applications in science. Since a theory of 
evolution is concerned largely with the relations among 
the data estabhshed by experience, it naturally forces an 
attempt at their correlation. Moreover, the relations are 
examined in a critical spirit, so that any errors in the data 
or misconceptions regarding their relations are apt to be 
revealed. Therefore, an attempt to construct a theory of 
evolution is of value because it leads to a better understand¬ 
ing of the material upon which it is being based. 

A theory of evolution invariably demands a knowledge 
of facts in addition to those upon which it is based. In this 
way it stimulates and directs investigation. A great major¬ 
ity of the investigations which scientific men make are for 
the purpose of proving or disproving some theory they have 
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tentatively formulated. The true scientist often has pre¬ 
conceived notions as to what is true, but he conscientiously 
follows the results of experience. 

A broad scientific theory involves many secondary theories 
depending upon special groups of phenomena. For example, 
a theory of the origin and development of the solar system 
will involve theories of the sun’s heat, of the revolution of 
the planets, of the rotation of the planets, of the planetoids^ 
of the zodiacal light, etc. In the construction of a general 
theory of evolution the secondary theories are related to 
the whole, and in this way they are subjected to a searching 
examination. The criticism of secondary theories, whether 
the result is favorable or adverse, constitutes another impor¬ 
tant value of the development of a theory of evolution. 

The activities of men are largely directed toward satisfying 
their intellectual wants, though this fact might be easily 
overlooked. For example, they do not ordinarily visit for¬ 
eign countries to get more to eat or wear, but to acquire 
broader views of the world. The important thing in travel¬ 
ing is not that a person goes physically to any particular 
place, but that he gets the intellectual experiences that 
result from going there. Astronomers cannot travel through 
the vast regions of space which they explore, but the long 
arms of their analysis reach out and gather up the facts 
and bring them to their consciousness with a vividness 
scarcely surpassed in any experience. As their powerful 
instruments and mathematical processes extend their experi¬ 
ence in space, so a theory of evolution, to the extent that it is 
complete and sound, extends their experience in time. 

Finally, a theory which gives unity to a great variety of 
obseiwational data is of rare sesthetic value. It is related 
to the catalogue of imperfectly correlated facts upon which 
it is based as a finished and magnificent cathedral is to the 
unsightly heaps of stone, brick, and wood from which it 
was built. In some reflections along this line, near the 
close of his popular work on astronomy, Laplace said. 
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'' Contemplated as one grand whole, astronomy is the most 
beautiful monument of the human mind, the noblest record 
of its intelligence.” 

In view of these considerations it is evident that the evolu¬ 
tion of the solar system is a subject to which the astronomer 
naturally gives serious attention. The foremost authorities 
of the present time have treated the question in lectures, 
in essays, and in books. When new discoveries are made 
their bearings on evolutionary theories are at once examined. 
Astronomers are rapidly approaching the point of view of the 
biologists, who interpret all of their phenomena in terms of 
evolutionary doctrines. Yet scarcely a generation ago many 
astronomers regarded the consideration of the evolution of 
the solar system as a dangerous speculation. 

242. Outline of the Growth of the Doctrine of Evolution. 
— Every great discovery doubtless has been the culmination 
of a long period of prelindnary work, and before final success 
has been attained generally many men have approximated 
to the truth. So it has been with the doctrine of evolution. 
The ancient Greeks developed theories that everything had 
evolved from fire, or from air and water. These theories 
contained the germ of the idea of evolution, but their authors 
had not laid securely enough the foundations of science to 
enable them to treat successfully the development of the 
universe. After the decline of their intellectual activity 
the subject of evolution was not considered seriously for 
many centuries. 

In the eighteenth century geologists were groping for a 
satisfactory theory regarding the succession of the life 
forma whose fossils were found in the rocks. They seem to 
have concluded on the whole that the earth had been sub¬ 
ject to a number of great cataclysms in which all life was 
destroyed. They supposed that following each destruction of 
life there had been a new creation in which higher forms were 
produced. The prevalence of such ideas as these shows with 
what difiBlculty the doctrine of evolution was developed. 
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In 1750 Thomas Wright, of Durham, England, published 
a theory of the evolution, not only of the solar system, but 
also of all the stars that fill the sky. The chief merit of 
this work was that indirectly it gave a straightforward 
exposition of the doctrine of evolution. Its chief influence 
seems to have been on the young philosopher Kant, into 
whose hands it fell. Kant at once turned his brilliant mind 
to the contemplation of the problems of cosmogony, or the 
evolution of the celestial bodies, and in 1756 he published 
a remarkable bo,ok on the subject. But the world seems not 
to have been ripe for the idea of evolution, because neither 
the work of Wright nor that of Kant had any important 
influence upon science. 

In 1796 the great French astronomer and mathematician 
Laplace published his celebrated “ Nebular Hypothesis.'^ It 
was supported by the great name of its author, and it was 
relatively simple and easily understood. Moreover, during 
the French Revolution the world had acquired a new point 
of view and had become more receptive of new ideas. For 
these reasons the theory of Laplace soon obtained wide 
acceptance among scientific men. It made a profound 
impression on geologists because it furnished them with an 
account of the early history of the earth. It gave them 
astronomical authority for an originally hot and molten 
earth which had solidified on cooling. It encouraged them 
to interpret geological phenomena by geological principles. 
In the early decades of the nineteenth century geologists 
largely abandoned the idea that the earth had necessarily 
been visited by destructive cataclysms, and adopted the view 
that it'had undergone a continuous series of great changes 
at a roughly uniform rate. 

The work of the geologists led naturally to the extension 
of the doctrine of evolution to the biological sciences. In 
the first place, the belief that the earth was enormously 
old had become current. In the second place, there were 
unmistakable evidences that the surface of the earth had 
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undergone extensive changes. In the third place, the early 
rocks contained only fossils of low forms of life, while the 
later rocks contained fossils of higher forms of life. In addi¬ 
tion,, there were many direct evidences of a purely biological 
character that there was an almost continuous series of life 
forms from the lowest to the highest. 

; The principle of biological evolution seems to have been 
taking definite shape simultaneously in the minds of Charles 
Darwin, Alfred Russel Wallace, and Herbert Spencer. 
Darwin and Wallace were naturalists and Spencer was a 
philosopher. In 1858 Darwin published his Origin of 
SpedeSj in which he brought together the results of almost 
a lifetime of keen observations and profound reflections. 
He gave unanswerable evidence for his conclusion that 
during the geological ages, as a consequence of changing 
environment, natural selection, survival of the fittest, etc., 
one species of animals gradually changed into another, and 
that at the present time all the higher types of animals, 
including man, are more or less closely related. 

In spite of the fact that the doctrine of evolution is full of 
hope for the future progress of the human race, Darwin's 
book aroused the bitterest antagonism. While biologists do 
not now fully agree with him as to the relative importance 
of the various factors involved in biological evolution, never¬ 
theless they universally accept his fundamental conclusions. 
Moreover, the changes in political, social, and religious insti¬ 
tutions are now considered in the light of the same ideas. 
That is, the condition of the whole universe at one time 
evolves continuously and in obedience to all the factors op¬ 
erating on it into that which exists at another time. 

In brief, the development of the modem doctrine of evolu¬ 
tion is as follows: In the middle of the eighteenth century 
its first beginnings were laid in astronomy by Wright and 
Kant. At the end of the century it was given an enormous 
impulse by the astronomer and mathematician, Laplace. 
His theory of the origin of the earth stimulated geologists 
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D adopt it in the early decades of the nineteenth century. 
;y the middle of the century it was being definitely applied 
1 the biological sciences. In 1858 Darwin published his 
reat masterpiece, The Origin of Species, which gave the 
rhole world a new point of view and revolutionized its 
aethods of thought. The development and adoption of the 
ioctrine of evolution was the greatest achievement of the 
lineteenth century. 

XVIII. QUESTIONS 

1. Is the erosion of the chasm below Niagara Falls an example 
)f an evolution ? Is the clearing away of the forests and the prep- 
iration of the land for cultivation ? Is an explosion of dynamite ? 

2. Would the direct creation of men and lower animals be an 
example of evolution? 

3. Do the changes in scientific ideas constitute an evolution? 

4. Are religious ideas undergoing an evolution? 

5. Will the doctrine of evolution undergo an evolution? 

6. The universe in our vicinity at the present time is believed 
to be orderly ; is it reasonable to suppose that in remote regions or 
at remote times it was not orderly ? 

7. Why was the doctrine of evolution first clearly understood in 
astronomy ? 

8. According to the doctrine of evolution, will two identical 
conditions of the universe lead to identical results ? Is it probable 
that the universe is twice in exactly the same state ? 

II. Data op the Pboblem op Evolution of the Solar 

System 

243. General Evidences of Orderly Development. — 

There are certain obvious evidences that the solar system 
has undergone an orderly evolution. For example, the 
planets all revolve around the sun in nearly the same plane 
and in the same direction. There are in addition over 800 
planetoids which have similar motions. Moreover, the sun 
and the fora planets whose surface markings are distinctly 
visible rotate in the same direction. So great a uniformity 
can scarcely be the result of chance* 
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In order to treat the matter numerically, suppose there are 
800 bodies whose planes of motion do not differ from the 
plane of the earth's orbit by more than 18°, and whose 
directions of motion are the same as that of the earth. Since 
the inclination of an orbit could be anything from 0° to 180°, 
the chance that it would lie between 0° and 18° is The 
probability that the planes of the orbits of two bodies would 
be less than 18° is And the probability that the 

same would be true for 800 bodies is only or unity 

divided by 1 followed by 800 ciphers. This probability is 
so small that we are forced to the conclusion that the arrange¬ 
ment of the planets in the solar system is not accidental. 
Both Kant and Laplace made use of this line of reasoning. 

A planet may revolve around the sun in an orbit of any 
eccentricity from 0 to 1. Of the more than 800 planets 
and planetoids, the orbits of 624 have eccentricities less than 
0.2, the orbits of all except 26 have eccentricities less than 
0.3, and the orbit of only one has an eccentricity greater 
than 0.6. These remarkable facts imply that some sys¬ 
tematic cause has been at work which has produced plan¬ 
etary orbits of low eccentricity. And both the positions of 
the planes and the small eccentricities of the orbits of the 
planets prove conclusively that the solar system, in all its 
histoiy, has not been subject to any important external dis¬ 
turbance, such as a closely passing star. 

244. Distribution of Mass in the Solar System. — Nearly 
all the matter of the solar system is concentrated in the sun. 
In fact, all the planets together contain less than one seventh 
of one per cent of the mass of the entire system. Although 
the mass of Jupiter is more than 2.5 times that of all the 
other planets combined, it is less than one thousandth that 
of the sun. 

It is important to know whether the masses of the sun 
and planets are now changing. There is certainly at pres¬ 
ent no appreciable transfer of matter from one body to 
another. The sun may be losing some particles by ejecting 
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them from its surface in an electrified condition, and a very 
small percentage of the ejected particles may strike the 
planets, but it is very improbable that the process has had 
important effects on the distribution of mass in the solar 
system, even in the enormous intervals of tune required for 
its evolution. 

The mass of the earth is slowly increasing by the meteoric 
material which it sweeps up in its journey around the sun. 
It is not unreasonable to suppose that the other planets, 
and possibly the sun, are growing similarly. This growth, 
at least in the case of the earth, is too slow at present to 
have a very important bearing on the evolution of the 
whole system. But if the meteors are permanent members 
of the solar system, the more they are swept up by the 
planets the more infrequent they become and the smaller the 
number a planet encounters in a day. Consequently, the 
acquisition of meteoric material by collision may once have 
been a much more important factor in the evolution of 
the planets than it is at the present time. In fact, so far 
as general considerations go, appreciable fractions of the 
masses of the planets may have been obtained from meteoric 
material. But it is improbable that the great sun has 
grown sensibly in this way. 

It follows from this discussion that probably the remote 
antecedent of the solar system consisted of an overwhelm¬ 
ing central mass and a very small quantity of matter dis¬ 
tributed somewhat irregularly out from it to an enormous 
distance. At any rate, if this were not the original distribu¬ 
tion of matter, the conditions must have been such that the 
central condensation resulted in harmony with the laws 
of dynamics. The ever-increasing distances between the 
planets is shown in Figs. 96 and 97. The relatively small 
masses of the planets and their enormous distances from one 
another are among the most remarkable facts that need to 
be taken into account when considering their origin and 
evolution. 
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An additional fact which must be noted is that the ter¬ 
restrial planets contain the heaviest known substances* The 
sun also contains heavy elements (Art. 234), though the 
spectral lines of the very heaviest have not been found. 
The constitution of the large planets is not so well known, 
though it may be inferred from their low densities and mod¬ 
erate temperatures that they contain largely only the light 
elements. Any hypothesis as to the origin of the planets, 
in order to be satisfactory, must make provision for this 
distribution of the elements. 

246. Distribution of Moment of Momentum. — In at¬ 
tempting to go back to the origin of the solar system it is 
natural to consider its mass and distribution of mass because 
matter is indestructible. For a similar reason, the distribu¬ 
tion of the moment of momentum of the system among its 
various members is of fimdamental importance. That is, 
if the solar system has undergone its evolution free from 
exterior disturbances, its total moment of momentum is 
now exactly equal to what it was at the beginning and at 
every stage of its development. 

As has been stated, the small mutual inclinations of the 
orbits of the planets and the small eccentricities of their 
orbits both prove that the solar system has been subject 
to no important exterior influences since the planets were 
formed. Hence any hypothetical antecedent of the system 
must be assigned the quantity of moment of momentum it 
now possesses. Although this fact is perfectly clear, it was 
overlooked by Kant and was not given adequate consider¬ 
ation by Laplace and his followers. 

In Table XII the mass and moment of momentum is 
given for the sun and each of the eight planets in such units 
that the sums are unity. The moment of momentum of the 
sun depends upon its law of density. In the computation it 
was assumed that the mass is concentrated toward the in¬ 
terior according to a law of increase of density formulated 
by Laplace. The rotations of the planets contribute so 
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little to the final results that it is not important what law of 
density is used for them. 


Table XII 


Body 

Mass 

Moment of 
Momentum 

Sun. 

0.9986590 

0.027423 

Mercury. 

0.0000001 

0.000017 

Venus . 

0.0000025 

0.000576 

Earth. 

0.0000030 

0.000827 

Mars. 

0.0000003 

0.000112 

Jupiter ...... 

0.0009558 

0.599273 

Saturn. 

0.0002852 

0.241924 

Uranus. 

0.0000430 

0.052845' 

Neptune. 

0.0000511 

0.077003 

Total. 

1.0000000 

1.000000 


It is seen from this table that although the mass of the sun 
is 700 times as great ixs that of all the planets combined, 
its moment of momentum is only a little over that of the 
planets. Or, considering the material interior to the orbit 
of Saturn, it is found that while Jupiter contains only 
of one per cent, or entire mass, it possesses 

more than 95 per cent of the moment of momentum. 

One at once inquires whether the distribution of moment 
of momentum is now being changed. The mutual attrac¬ 
tions of the planets produce some changes in the distribu¬ 
tion of moment of momentum, but they are of no importance 
whatever in connection with the problem under consideration. 
The tides which a planet generates in the sun reduce the 
moment of momentum of the sun and increase that of the 
planet. But here again the results are inappreciable even 
for thousands of millions of years. The earth encounters 
meteoric matter in its revolution around the sun, and it is 
probable that the other planets are subject to similar dis¬ 
turbances. The result of the resistance by meteors is to 
reduce the moment of momentum of the planets. At pres- 
2e 
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ent the effects of meteors on the motion of the earth are 
inappreciable, but it is not certain that they were not once 
important. However, whether or not they have ever been 
of importance, they cannot relieve the inequalities in the 
table, for they are decreasing the moment of momentum of 
the planets, which are still relatively very large. In fact, 
there have been no known influences at work which could 
have sensibly modified the distribution of the moment of 
momentum of the system since the sun and planets have 
been separate bodies. 

It remains to inquire whether the sun and planets may not 
once have been parts of one mass with a distribution of 
moment of momentum quite different from that found at 
present. Since the planets are not receding from the sun, 
the only possibility is that the sun and the planets were 
formerly so expanded that the material of which they are 
composed was more or less intermingled. 

According to the contraction theory of the he^t of the sun, 
the sun’s dimensions were formerly greater than they are 
at present. Indeed, the sun has been supposed to have 
once filled all the space now occupied by the planets. Fol¬ 
lowed backward in time, the sun is found to be larger and 
larger, rotating more and more slowly because its moment 
of momentum remained constant during contraction, and 
more and more nearly spherical because a rotating body 
becomes more oblate with contraction. It follows from the 
table that if the planets which are interior to Jupiter were 
added to the sun they would not have an important effect 
on its moment of momentum. 

Now suppose the sun was once expanded out to the orbit 
of Jupiter; its radius was more than 1000 times its present 
radius, its volume was more than 1000® = 1,000,000,000 
times its present volume, and its density was correspond¬ 
ingly less. Even if it was not condensed toward the center, 
the density at its periphery was then less thap one millionth 
of that of the earth’s atmosphere at sea level. It follows from 
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the fact that the moment of momentum was necessarily 
constant, that its period of rotation must have been about 
70,000 years. But Jupiter^s period of revolution is about 
12 years. Now, therefore, either Jupiter was then quite 
independent of the general solar mass; or, if not, in some 
unknown way this extremely tenuous material must have 
imparted to that minute fraction of itself which later became 
Jupiter enough moment of momentum to reduce the period 
of this part from 70,000 years to 12 years. More specifically, 
it is seen from the table that Jupiter, which contains one 
tenth of one per cent of the mass of the solar system within 
the orbit of Saturn, carnes over 95 per cent of the moment 
of momentum. It is incredible that this extreme distribu¬ 
tion of moment of momentum could have developed from an 
approximately uniform distribution, especially in a mass 
of such low density, and no one has been able to formulate 
a plausible explanation of it. Consequently, it must be 
concluded that the distribution of moment of momentum 
in the solar system has not changed appreciably since it has 
been free from important exterior forces. 

246. The Energy of the Solar System. — In considering 
the energy of the solar system, the discussion must include 
its kinetic energy, heat energy, potential energy, and sub¬ 
atomic energy. 

The kinetic energy of a body is its energy of motion 
including translation, rotation, and internal currents. The 
kinetic energy of the solar system consists of its energy of 
translation and of the internal motions of its parts. Tlu^ 
former cannot have changed except by the action of extci-ior 
forces. Moreover, its value is not accurately known, and 
it has no relation to the remaining energy of the system ho 
long as no other celestial body is encountered. Tluu’eforo 
it will be given no further consideration in this connection. 
The mutual attractions of the planets change their traiisla- 
tory motions, but in such a way that the sum of their kinetic 
and potential energies remains constant. 
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The sun, planets, and satellites raise tides in one another. 
In these tides there is some friction in which kinetic energy 
degenerates into heat energy, which is radiated away into 
space. In this way the solar system is losing energy. The 
heat energy from all other sources is likewise being lost by 
radiation. 

. The potential energy of a system is equal to the work 
which may be done upon it, in virtue of the relative positions 
of its parts, by the forces to which it is subject. For example, 
a body 100 feet above the surface of the earth is subject to 
the attraction of the earth. The earth would do a certain 
amount of work upon the body in causing it to fall from an 
altitude of 100 feet to its surface. This work equals the 
potential energy of the body in its original position. In 
the case of the translations of the planets, as has been stated, 
the sum of their kinetic and potential energies is constant. 
But if the sun or a planet contracts, the potential energy of 
its expanded condition is transformed into heat (Art. 216), 
which is at least partly lost by radiation. In this way the 
total energy of the system decreases, and the diminution may 
be large in amount. 

There is certainly a large amount of subatomic energy in 
uranium, radium, and probably in all other elements. In the 
case of the radioactive substances this energy is slowly trans¬ 
formed into heat, which is dissipated by radiation. As has 
been suggested (Art. 219), the subatomic energies may be 
liberated in great quantities under the extreme conditions 
of pressure and temperature which prevail in the interioi- 
of the sim. 

Since the solar system is losing energy in several ways and 
acquiring only inappreciable amounts from the outside, as, 
for example, the radiant energy received from the stars, it 
originally had more energy than at present, and this condi¬ 
tion must be satisfied by all hypotheses respecting its 
evolution. 
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XIX. QUESTIONS 

1. What is the probability that when 3 coins are tossed up they 
will all fall heads up? What is the probability that in a throw of 
4 dice there will be 4 aces up ? If 100 coins were found heads up, 
could it reasonably bo supposed that the arrangement was acci¬ 
dental? How would its probability compare with that that the 
positions of the orbits of the planets and planetoids are accidental ? 

2. Suppose a star should pass near the solar system in the plane 
of the orbits of the planets; would it disturb the positions of the 
planes, or the eccentricities, of their orbits ? 

3. How many tons of meteors would have to strike the earth 
daily in order to double its mass in 200,000,000 years ? How many 
would daily strike each square mile of its surface ? 

4. What is the delinitiou of moment of momentum? How 
does it differ from momentum? Is it manifested in various forms 
like energy ? Does the loss of energy of a body by radiation change 
its moment of momentum? 

5. The mass of the (iarth is 1.2 times that of Venus (Table XII); 
why is its moment of momentum more than 1.2 times that of 
Venus? 

(). Could the total energy of the solar system have been infinite 
at the start? Can the system have existed in approximately its 
present condition for an infinite time? 

7. Wlien carbon and oxygen unite chemically, heat is produced; 
is this heat eruTgy din’t'lopiul at the expense of the kinetic, potential, 
heat, or subatomic* energi(»s of the original materials? 

nr. The Planetesimal Hypothesis^ 

247. Brief Outline of the Planetesimal Hypothesis. — 

Tlu^ fundanKMital corulitiouH imposed by the distribution of 
mass and momemt of momentum in the solar system, together 
with many siipplmnimtary considerations, have led to the 
planetesimal hypothesis. According to this hypothesis, the 
r<‘mote ancestor of the solar system was a more or less con¬ 
densed and W(dl-defined central sun, having slow rotation, 
Burroumhd by a vast swarm of somewhat irregularly scat- 
t<n*ed secondary bodies, or planetesimals (little planets), 

» The PlaiustCBinml Hypothesis whs developed by Professor T, C. Cham¬ 
berlin Hiid the author in 1900 and the following years. 
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which aU revolved in elliptical orbits about the central mass 
in the same general direction. This organization evidently 
satisfies the data of the problem. Moreover, the spiral 
nebulae [Art. 302] offer numerous examples of matter which 
is apparently in this state. 

According to the planetesimal hypothesis, our present 
sun developed from the central parent mass and possibly 
some outlying parts which fell in upon it because they had 
small motions of translation. The revolving scattered mate¬ 
rial contained nuclei of various dimensions which, in their 
motions about the central sun, swept up the remaining 
scattered material and gradually grew into planets whose 
masses depend upon the original masses of the nuclei and 
the amount of matter in the regions through which they 
passed. The angles between the planes of the orbits were 
gradually reduced by the collisions, and at the same time 
the eccentric orbits became more nearly circular. In the 
process of growth the planetary nuclei acquired their forward 
rotations. 

248. Examples of Planetesimal OrganizatioA. — The 
planetoids afford a trace of the former planetesimal condi¬ 
tion of the solar system. The average inclination and the 
average eccentricity of their orbits are considerably larger 
than the corresponding quantities for the planets. If the 
region which they occupy had been swept by a dominating 
nucleus, they would have combined with it in a planet occupy¬ 
ing approximately the mean position of the planes of their 
orbits and having a small eccentricity (Art. 252). 

Another example of planetesimal organization is fur¬ 
nished by the particles of which the rings of Saturn are 
composed. One might at first thought conclude that they 
would have formed one or more satellites if dominating nuclei 
had been revolving around the planet in the zone which 
they occupy. But they are very close to Saturn, and a satel¬ 
lite revolving at their distance would be subject to the strains 
of the tides produced by the planet. As has been stated 
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(Art. 183), Roche showed that a fluid satellite could not re¬ 
volve within 2.44 radii of a planet without being broken 
up, unless its density were greater than that of the planet. 
Since the rings of Saturn are within this limit, it follows 
that they could not have formed a satellite, and that a 
large nucleus revolving among them, instead of sweeping 
them up, would itself have been reduced to the planetesimal 
condition, unless it was solid and strong enough to withstand 
great tidal strains. 

The examples of planetesimal organization which have 
been given may not be very convincing. But we may inquire 
whether there are not numerous examples in the heavens, 
beyond the solar system, confirmatory of the planetesimal 
theory. The answer is in the affirmative. There are tens 
of thousands of spii'al iiebulfe that are almost certainly in 
the planetesimal condition, tliough on a ti*emendous scale. 
They consist of central sunlike nuclei which are generally 
well defined, and arms of widespreading, scattered material. 
Their arms in mostcjisc^s probably contain largo masses, but 
they arc small in comparison with the central suns. Their 
great numbers imply that they are in general semi-perma- 
nent in character. (Jonseqiiently, the material of which 
the arms are com]>ose(l cannot in gcnei-al be moving along 
them, either in toward or out from the central nucleus, for 
under these cij'cumstances they would condense into suns 
or dissipate into space, and in either case lose their peculiar 
characteristics. Besides this, matter subject to the law 
of gi'avitation could not move along the arms of spirals. It 
is therefore believed that in a spiral nolmla the arms arc 
composed of material which, instead of pr’ocoeding along 
them, moves aci'oss them around the central nucloiis as 
a focus. The spirals owe their* coils to the fact that tlie 
inner pai*ts revolve faster than the outer parts. As a 
rule they radiate white light, whirjh indir^atos that they arc 
at least partly in a solid or liquid state. When a spii’al is 
seen edgewise to the earth there is a dark band through its 
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center, doubtless produced by dark, opaque material revolv¬ 
ing at its periphery. 

While a few spiral nebules have been known for a long 
time, their great numbers were not suspected until Keeler 
began to photograph them with the Crossley reflector at the 
Lick Observatory. In a paper published in 1900 shortly 
before his death, he said: 

“1. Many thousands of unrecorded nebula exist in the 
sky. A conservative estimate places the number within the 
reach of the Crossley reflector at about 120,000. The number 
of nebulfiQ in our catalogues is but a small fraction of this. 

2. These nebulas exhibit all gradations of apparent size 
from the great nebula in Andromeda down to' an object 
which is hardly distinguishable from a faint star disk. 

3. Most of these nebulae have a spiral structure. . . . 
While I must leave to others an estimate of the importance 
of these conclusions, it seems to me that they have a very 
direct bearing on many, if not all, questions concerning the 
cosmogony. If, for example, the spiral is the form normally 
assumed by a contracting nebulous mass, the idea at once 
suggests itself that the solar system has been evolved from a 
spiral nebula, while the photographs show that the spiral 
is not, as a rule, characterized by the simplicity attributed to 
the contracting mass in the nebular (Laplacian) hypothesis. - 
This is a question which has already been taken up by 
Chamberlin and Moulton of the University of Chicago.” 

While the spirals are almost certainly examples of plan- 
etesimal organization, those which have been photographed 
are enormously larger than the parent of the solar system 
unless, indeed, there are many undiscovered planets beyond 
the orbit of Neptune. But, as Keeler remarked, there is no 
lower limit to the apparent dimensions of the spiral nebulsB, 
and it is possible that many of them are actually of very 
moderate size. 

249. Suggested Origin of Spiral Nebulse. — Although the 
validity of the planetesimal theory does not hang upon any 
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hypothesis as to the origin of spiral nebulfie, yet, if the solar 
system has evolved from a spiral nebula, the theory of its 
origin will not be regarded as complete and fully satisfac¬ 
tory until the mode of generation of these nebulae has been 
explained. The I)est suggestion regarding their genesis, 
which is due primai'ily to Chamberlin, is as follows: 

There arc several hundreds of millions of stars in the 
heavens and they are moving with respect to one another with 
an average velocity of about 600,000,000 miles per year. 
While their motions are by no means entirely at random, yet 
there are millions of them 
moving in essentially 
every direction. It is in¬ 
evitable that in the course 
of time every star will pass t 
near some othc^r star. If J 
two stars should collidt^, J 
the energy of their motion \ 
would largely Ixi (^hanged 
into heat and tln^ com¬ 
bined iriiiss would b(^ l.rans- 
formed into a gaseous 

nebula. If they should Fiu. 160. — Dofloction of ejected material 
.' ‘ ' by a ijaasiriK star. 

simply pass luuir oik' an¬ 
other without striking, an (went which would occur many 
times more freqiumlly than a collision, a spiral ncdjula would 
probably bo formed, as will now be shown. 

Consider two stars jiassing n(‘ar each other. They l)oth 
move about their ccml.cn' of gravity, but no error will be 
committed in representing one of them as being at rest and 
the other as passing by it. If the stars are equal, their 
effects on (^aeh other are the same, but in order not to divide 
the attention, only tluv action of ;S' on S will be considered. 

Consider /S' when it is at the position S/, Fig. 150. It 
raises tides on /S, one on the side toward /S' and the. other on 
the opposite side. The heights of the tides depend upon the 
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relative masses of the two suns and their distance apart 
compared to the radius of S. An approach within 10,000,000 
miles is more than 100 times as probable as even a grazing 
collision. At this distance the tide-raising force of S' on S 
compared to the surface gravity of S is more than 2000 

times the tide-raising 
force of the moon on the 
earth compared to the 
surface gravity of the 
earth. The tide-raising 
force varies directly as 
the radius of the dis¬ 
turbed body and in¬ 
versely as the cube of the 
distance of the disturb¬ 
ing body (Art. 153). 
Hence, if the nearest 
approach were 5,000,000 
miles, the tide-raising 
force would be more than 
16,000 times greater, 
relatively to surface 
gravity, than that of the 
moon on the earth. This 
force would raise tides 
approximately 500 miles 
high if the sun were a 
homogeneous fluid, and 
there would be a corresponding slight constriction of the sun 
in a belt midway between the tidal cones. The tides on a 
highly heated gaseous body would probably be much higher. 

The sun is the seat of violent explosive forces which now 
often eject matter in the eruptive prominences to distances 
of several hundred thousand miles (Fig. 157). If the sun 
were tidally distorted, the eruptions would be mostly toward 
and from the disturbing sun; certainly the ejections would 



Fig. 167.—Eruptive prominence at three 
altitudes. Photographed hy Slocum at 
the Yerkea Observatory, 
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reach to greater distances in these directions. Besides this 
after the ejected material had once left the sun, its distance 
would be increased still further by the attraction of S\ 
Consequently, if S' were not moving along its orbit, the 
ejections toward and from it would be to more remote dis¬ 
tances than they would be in any other direction. In fact, 
those toward S' might even strike it. But S' would be mov¬ 
ing along in its orbit, and, in a short time, it would have 
a component of attraction at right angles to the original 
direction of motion of the ejected matter. Consequently, 
by the time S' had arrived at S 2 ', the paths of the ejected 
masses would be curved somewhat like those shown in Fig. 
156. It is easy to see that, for the mass ejected toward S', 
the curvature is in the right direction; a discussion based 
on the resolution of the forces involved (Art. 153) proves 
that, for the mass ejected in the other direction, the indicated 
curvature is also correct. Eventually S' would move on in 
its orbit so far that it would no longer have sensible attrac¬ 
tion for the ejected masses, and they would be left revolving 
around S in elliptical orbits. If the initial speed of the 
ejected material were very great, it might leave S never to 
return. 

The critical question is whether matter would be ejected 
far enough to produce the large orbits required by the 
theory. In order to throw light on this question the follow¬ 
ing table has been computed, giving the surface velocities 
necessary to cause undisturbed ejected matter to recede 
various distances from the surface of the sun. 

The most remarkable thing shown in the table is that after 
a velocity is reached sufficient to cause the ejected matter 
to recede a few millions of miles, a small change in the initial 
speed produces radically different final results. Since prom¬ 
inences now ascend to a height of half a million of miles 
without the disturbing influence of a visiting sun, it is seen 
that the numerical requirements of the hypothesis are not 
excessive. Moreover, numerous actual computations of 
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hypothetical cases have shown that, on the recession of S', 
the ejected material is usually left revolving around S in 
elliptical orbits. 

Table XIII 


Hsuoht of 
Abcent 

InTTIAIj VBLOCITy 

Hbight op Ascent 

Initial Velocity 

100,000 mi. 
200,000 mi. 
300,000 mi. 
400,000 mi. 
500,000 mi. 
1,000,000 mi. 
2,000,000 mi. 

72 mi. per sec. 
121 mi. per sec. 
157 mi. per sec. 
184 mi. per sec. 
206 mi. per sec. 
268 mi. per sec. 
316 mi. per sec. 

5,000,000 ini. 
10,000,000 mi. 
20,000,000 mi. 
50,000,000 mi. 
100,000,000 mi. 
500,000,000 mi. 
Infinite 

353 mi. i>er soc. 
368 mi. per soc. 
376 mi. per soc. 
380 mi. per sec. 

382 mi. per soc, 

383 mi. por sec. 

384 mi. per sec. 


As one star passes another the ejection of material is more 
or less continuous. When the visiting star is far away, the 
ejections are to moderate distances and the matter returns to 

the sun. As tlic visit¬ 
ing star approaches, 
the ejected materials 
recede farther and 
their paths become 
more curved. At a 
certain time the lat¬ 
eral disturbance of 8^ 
becomes so great that 
the ejected matei*ial 
revolves around S in¬ 
stead of falling back 
upon it. Let the 
orbits for this case be those marked 1 and 1' in Fig. 158, the 
former being toward and the fatter away from it. At a 
later time the ejections wiU be to greater distances and the 



Fig. 158. —The origm of a spiral nebula. 


materials will have greater lateral motions. Suppose they 
are 2 and 2', and so on for still later ejections until S' recedes 
from S, 
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Now consider the location of all of the ejected material 
at a given time after 8' has passed its nearest point to S. 
If it has been sent out from continuously, it will lie along 
two continuous curves, represented by the full lines in Pig. 



Fici. 169. — Tho Kroiit Hpiriil iiohulu in Ciinos Voniitici (M. 61), showinK 
the two iirniB. Phologrtiphcd by Ritcluy at Uic Yerkos Ob»crv(ilory. 


158. These are the arms of the spiral nebula whose indi¬ 
vidual particles move across them in the dotted lines. Tho 
diagram shows an ideal simple case, and Fig. 159 an actual 
photograph. But if the approach of S' were close, or if there 
were a partial collision, and if the ejected material should go 
beyond /S', a very complicated structure would result. The 
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arms of the spiral might be veiy irregular (Fig. 160), the 
particles might cross them at a great variety of angles, and 
some of them might continue to recede indefinitely. 



Fia. 160. — The great spiral nebula in Triangulum (M. 33). Photourajiiml 
by Ritchey at the Yerkes Obacroatory. 


Thus, the suggested explanation of the origin of the spiral 
nebulae rests upon the existence of a great number of stars, 
their rapid and somewhat heterogeneous motions which 
imply near approaches now and then, their eruptive activities, 
and the disturbance of one star by another passing near it. 
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All the factors involved are well established—the only ques¬ 
tion is that of their quantitative efidciency. Here some 
doubts remain. It follows from the number of stars, the 
space they occupy, and their motions that, if they were mov¬ 
ing at random, an individual sun would pass near some other 
one, on the average, only once ia many thousands of millions 
of years. Perhaps the mutual gravitation of the stars is 
important out on the borders of the great clusters of suns 
of which the Milky Way is composed, where it may reason¬ 
ably be supposed that their relative velocities are mall, 
and it may be that in these regions close approaches are for 
this reason much more frequent. But in any case the demands 
of time are very formidable. Besides this, many of the spiral 
nebulae are of such enormous dimensions that it is difficult 
to suppose they have been produced by the encounter or 
near approach of ordinary suns. It may be stated, however, 
that, in the first place, there is no positive knowledge what¬ 
ever respecting the masses of spiral nebulae; and that, in 
the second place, near approaches are not confined to single 
stars, but may involve multiple stars, clusters, and systems 
of stars. The observed spirals may be simply the larger 
examples originating from several or many suns. 

It should be remembered that, whatever doubts may 
remain respecting the validity of this or any other hypothesis, 
the spiral nebuhe certainly exist in great numbei-s, and they 
apparently have, on an enormous scale, an organization 
similar to that which we have inferred must have been the 
antecedent of the solar system. And it may be stated again 
that the planetesimal hypothesis rests primarily upon the 
evidence now furnished by the solar system, and that it docs 
not stand or fall with any theory respecting spiral nebulae. 

260. The Origin of Planets. — According to the planet¬ 
esimal hypothesis, the parent of the solar system con¬ 
sisted of a central sun surrounded by a vast swarm of plan- 
etesimals which moved approximately in the same plane 
in essentially independent elliptic orbits. Among these 



432 AN INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY [ch. xii, 250 

planetesimals there were nuclei, or local centers of condensa¬ 
tion, which, in their revolutions, swept up the smaller planet- 
esimals and grew into planets. It is not to be imderstood 
that the original nuclei were solid or even continuous masses. 
It is much more probable that in their early stages they were 
swarms of smaller masses having about the same motion 
^wrEETrespect to the central sun, and that, under their mutual 
attractions and collisions, they gradually condensed into con¬ 
tinuous bodies. Indeed, the condensation may have been 
' very slow and may have been dependent to an important 
extent upon the impacts of other planetesimals. 

It seems to be impossible to deteimine the probable masses 
of the original nuclei. If they were less than that of the 
moon at present, they could not have retained any atmos¬ 
pheres under their gravitative control. But as the nuclei 
grew, their surface gravities increased, and a time came 
when those which have become the larger planets possessed 
sufficient gravitative power to prevent the escape of atmos¬ 
pheric particles. The acquisition of atmospheres was then 
inevitable because, in tile first place; the materials grinding 
together and settling irnder the weight of accumulating 
planetesimals would squeeze out the lighter elements; in 
the second, place, the pulverizing and heating effects of the 
impapts of meteors would liberate gases; and, in the third 
placed the growing planets in their courses around the sun 
would sweep up directly great numbers of atmospheric 
molecules. The extent of the atmospheres of the planets 
at all stages of their growth depended primarily on their 
surface gravities. 

The rate at which the nuclei swept up the planetesimals must 
have been excessively slow. This conclusion follows from the 
fact that if all the matter in the largest planet were scat¬ 
tered around the sun in a zone reaching halfway to the ad¬ 
jacent planets, the resulting planetesimals would be very far 
apart, and also from the fact that the orbits of only a fraction 
of them would at any one time intersect the orbit of the 
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nucleus. It must be remembered that the orbits of the planet- 
esimals were continually changed by their mutual attractions 
and especially by the attractions of the nuclei. Moreover, 
the orbits of the nuclei were continually altered by collisions 
with the planetesimals and by their perturbations of one 
another. Consequently, if the orbits of the nuclei and cer¬ 
tain planetesimals did not originally intersect, they might 
very well have done so later. But it does not follow that 
they have all been swept up yet, or, indeed, that they all 
ever will be swept up. Possibly some of the meteors which 
the earth now encounters are the straggling remains of the 
original planetesimals. 

If the planetesimal theory is correct, the earth is very old 
and the sun must have important sources of energy besides 
its contraction. Most of the geological processes did not 
begin until it became large enough to retain water and an 
atmosphere. These same conditions were necessary for even 
the beginnings of the development of life, which may have 
had a continuous existence from the time the earth was half 
its present size. 

261. The Planes of the Planetary Orbits. — If the planet¬ 
esimal hypothesis is true, it must explain the important 
features of the_solar system. The most striking thing about 
the motions of the planets is that they all go around the sun 
in the same direction, and the mutual inclinations of the 
planes of their orbits are small. However, some deviations 
exist, and in general they are greatest in case of the small 
masses like Mercuiy and the planetoids. 

It is assumed that the planetesimals all revolved around 
the sun in the same direction. This would certainly have 
been true if they originated by the close approach of two 
suns, as explained in Art. 249. But the planes of their orbits 
would not be exactly coincident. The plane of motion of 
an ejected particle would depend upon its direction of 
ejection and the forces to which it was subject. The ejec¬ 
tions would be nearly toward or directly away from the visit- 
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ing sun, but slight deviations would be expected because 
the ejecting body might be rotating in any direction, and the 
direction of ejection would depend to some extent upon its 
rotation. 

Consider, therefore, a central body surrounded by an 
enormous swarm of planetesimals which move in intersecting 
elliptical orbits, some close to the sun and others far away. 
The system of planetoids now in the solar system gives 
a fair picture of the hypothetical situation, especially if, as 
seems very probable, there are countless numbers of small 
ones which are invisible from the earth. Suppose, also, that 
there exist a number of nuclei revolving at various distances. 
They gradually sweep up the smaller masses, and the problem 
is to determine what happens to the planes of their orbits. 

Consider a nucleus and all the planetesimals which it will 
later sweep up. AU together they have what may be called 
in a rough way an average plane of revolution. This is a 
perfectly definite dynamical quantity which Laplace treated 
and which he called the “ invariable plane.’' 

When all the masses have united, the resulting body will 
inevitably revolve in this plane. If the nucleus originally 
moved in some other plane, the plane of its orbit would con¬ 
tinually change as its mass increased. The same would be 
true for every other nucleus. There would be also an aver¬ 
age plane for the whole system. Those nuclei which moved 
in regions that were richest in planetesimals, and that grew 
the most, would, in general, have final orbits most nearly 
coincident with this average plane. It is clear that so far 
as the planes of the orbits of the planets are concerned 
(see Table IV), the consequences of the planetesimal theory 
are in perfect harmony with the facts established by 
observation. 

262. The Eccentricities of the Planetary Orbits. — The 
orbits of the original planetesimals probably had a consider¬ 
able range of eccentricities. This view is supported by the 
fact that the eccentricities of the orbits of the planetoids vaiy 
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from nearly zero to about 0.5. It is also supported by the 
computations of orbits of particles which were assumed to 
be ejected from one sun when another was passing it. The 
problem is to find whether nearly circular planetary orbits 
would be evolved from such a system of planetesimals. 

When a nucleus sweeps up a planetesimal, the impact on 
the larger body may be in any direction. If the nucleus 
overtakes the planetesimals so that they act like a resisting 
medium, the eccentricity of its orbit is in general diminished, 
as was proved by Euler more than 150 years ago. But many 
other kinds of encounters can occur between bodies all 
moving in the same direction ai-ound the sun. Collisions will 
obviously be most numerous between bodies whose orbits 
are approximately of the same dimensions; if the orbits of 
two bodies differ greatly in size, collision between them is 
impossible unless the orbits are very elongated. It is a re¬ 
markable general proposition that if two bodies are moving in 
orbits of the same size and shape, but differently placed, and 
if they collide in any way, the eccentricity of the orbit of 
the combined mass will be smaller than the ^Common eccen¬ 
tricity of the orbits of tlu^ sejxu'ute parts.^ 


^ To provo this, HiippoHo ii lUirhsiiH AT and n pliiuotosinail m nre moving in 
orhitw wUoHo major Hemii-nxiH niul otvuaitricnty tiro fu and ao. Lot their 
VolocitioH at tlio iiintant protuKliiig coIliBion lx; Vo and va, and tluur aoinbinod 
volaoity aftcir oolliHion ha V. "I'lu* kinothi onorgy of tlio two bodies at the 
instant prododing <«)lliHioii is iCil/Tu* + mva*). Tlnar kincstio caiorgy after 
tlieir union is + wt) K*. Tlio lultisr will he Hinaller than the former 
boeauHo soino oiuTgy will Imv(^ boon tninsformed into heat by the impact of 
the two parts. Tln^refon? MVa^ H- >■ (M -|“ «0 K*. 

It is shown in celestial iiKM^Iianii^H in tli<* problem of two lx)dies that in 
o 1 

elliptic orbits IIimuxi, tin? ill(^fllUllity beciomes 

r a 


JM-p-l) +m(^— 

Nr Go / 'r ouf ' r a / 

where a is the major Honii-tixis of the eoinbined niasH. It follows from this 

inequality that wlieneo a <ao. Thai is. under the eii^ 

no a 

cumstaneos of the problem a eollision always redui!(j.s the major soini-axis of 
the orbit. 

Another principle established in celestial niochanica is that the moment 
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Of course, if two orbits were of exactly the same size, the 
periods of the bodies would be the same and collisions would 
result either at the first revolution or only after their mutual 
attractions had modified their motions. But if they were 
of nearly the same size, the conditions for collisions would be 
favorable, and in nearly all cases the eccentricity would be 
reduced. 

It follows from this discussion that, in general, collisions 
between planetesimals cause the eccentricities of their orbits 
to decrease. Consequently, the more a nucleus grows by 
sweeping up planetesimals, the more nearly circular, in general, 
its orbit wiU be. If a nucleus revolves in a region rich in 
planetesimals, the result is likely to be a large planet whose 
orbit has small eccentricity. These conclusions agree pre¬ 
cisely with what is found in the solar system, for the orbits of 
all the large planets are nearly circular, while the orbits of 
some of the smaller planets and many of the planetoids are 
considerably eccentric. 

263. The Rotation of the Sun. — If the central body in 
the planetesimal system rotates in the direction of the motion 
of the outlying parts, the final result will be a sun rotating 
in the direction of revolution of its planets. But if the 
planetesimal organization is the result of the close approach 
of two suns, the central mass might originally have been 
rotating in any direction. In this case the final outcome 
is not quite so obvious. 

The only planetesimals which could sensibly affect the 
rotation of the central mass are those which fall back upon 
it. If the planetesimals originated by the close approach 


of momentum is constant whether there ar e collisio ns or not. The orbital 
moment of momentum of a mass m is whore e is the eccen¬ 

tricity. The condition that the moment of momentum before collision 
shall equal that after collision is, therefore, 

JlfVao(l —So®) + mVofl(l — eo“) “ or 

VooCl —og*) =Vo(l—fl®). 

Since ao >• a, it follows that VCl —eo^<Vl “c", and therefore that e < ea. 
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of two suns, there would certainly be many which would 
return to the central mass. They would not fall straight in 
towards its center, but would have a small forward motion 
similar in character to that of the remainder of the planet- 
esimals. The result of the collision would be that the sun 
would acquire their moment of momentum. It does not 
seem unreasonable that the mass of the central sun might 
grow in this way by as much as 10 per cent. Since the planet- 
esimals would have enormously more moment of momen¬ 
tum than equal masses in the central body, they would 
substantially determine its direction of rotation. In fact, 
if they were moving in orbits whose eccentricity was 0.9 
and if they just grazed the sun at their perihelion, the mass 
necessary to account for the present rotation of the sim, if 
it had no rotation originally, would be one fifth of one per 
cent of the sun’s mass. 

Another interesting result remains to be mentioned. The 
planetesimals would strike the equatorial region of the sun 
in greatest abundance and would give it the most rapid 
motion. Unless the inequalities in motion were worn down 
by friction the equatoi-ial zone would be rotating fastest, as 
is the case with our own sun. 

264. The Rotations of the Planets. — The earth, Mars, 
Jupiter, and Saturn rotate in the direction in which the 
planets revolve; thc‘ surfaces of the other planets have not 
been observed well enough t,o (mable astronomers to deter¬ 
mine how they rotate. It has b(ien generally supposed that 
the equators of Uranus and Neptune coincide with the 
planes of the orbits of their satellites, but the evidence in 
support of the supposition is as yet inconclusive. 

The earlier thiM)ries i*(^garding the origin of the planets all 
fail to explain their forward rotations. 

(Chamberlin has shown that if a planet develops from 
a planctesimal system it will in general rotate in the direc¬ 
tion of its revolution. Consider a nucleus AT, Fig. 161, 
which, in its early stages, will probably be simply an immense 
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swarm of planetesimals. For simplicity, suppose its orbit 
is a circle C around the sun as a center (if this assumption 
were not made, the discussion would not be essentially modi¬ 
fied). The planetesimals which can encounter JV are divided 
into three classes: (a) those whose aphelion points are 
inside the circle C; (6) those whose perihelion points are 
inside C and whose aphelion points are outside of C ; and 

(c) those whose perihe¬ 
lion points are outside of 
C. They are designated 
by (a), (6), and (c) re- 
\ speotively in Pig. 161. 

\ Consider collisions of 
1. the planetesimals of 

; class (o) with the nu- 

/ cleus N. A collision 

» can occur only when a 

planetesimal is near its 
aphelion point. At and 
near this point the 
J^G. 161. — Development of the forward planetesimal is moving 

cleus.^ 

Hence the nucleus will overtake the planetesimal, and the 
collision wiU be a blow backward on the inner side of the 
nucleus. That is, planetesimals of class (u) tend to give the 
nucleus a forward rotation. 

Planetesimals of class (6) can strike the nucleus so as to 
tend to give it a rotation in either direction, or so as not to 
have any effect on its rotation. If they are not distributed 
in some special way, the collective result of the collision of 
many of them will be very small. 

' Let y and ® represent the velocity of the nucleus and planetesimal 
respectively, and A and a the semi-axes of their orbits. It is sliown in 

celestial mechanics that 7* = - — —, and w* = - — I. Since a< A and r is 
T A r a 

the same in the two equations, it follows that 7* > 
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Planetesimals of class (c) move faster than the nucleus 
at the time of collision. Therefore they overtake the nu¬ 
cleus and tend to give it a forward rotation. 

It follows from this discussion that two of the three classes 
of planetesimals tend to give the nucleus a fomard rotation. 
The effects are most important at the equator of the planet, 
for there they strike farthest from its axis. Hence, the im¬ 
pacts of planetesimals on the whole tend to make the equa¬ 
tors of fluid planets rotate faster than the higher latitudes, as 
is the case with Jupiter and Saturn. The precise final result 
depends upon the initial rotation of the nucleus and upon the 
distribution of the planetesimals among the three classes. 

Obviously the relative numbers of planetesimals in classes 
(a) and (c) would in general be small. In order to get some 
idea of the numbers required to account for the observed 
rotations, a numerical example has been treated. It was 
assumed that the original earth nucleus had no rotation 
and that the planetesimals of class (h) gave it none. It 
was assumed that all the planetesimals of classes (a) and 
(c) moved in orbits having the eccentricity 0.2 and that they 
struck the nucleus 4000 miles from the center. Then, in 
order to account for the present rotation of the earth, it was 
found that their total mass must have been about 5.7 per 
cent of that of the whole earth. Whether or not these 
results arc reasonable cannot be determined without further 
quantitative investigations. But it must be insisted that 
the results arc qualitatively correct, and that not even this 
much can be said for any earlier hypothesis regarding the 
origin of the planets. 

In the preceding discussion the effects of the rotations of' 
the original nuclei, or swarms of planetesimals out of which 
the nuclei condensed, have been ignored. As a matter of 
fact, they were probably in rotation around axes essentially 
perpendicular to the plane of the system. There seems to 
be no conclusive reason why the original rotations should 
have been in one direction rather than in the other. The 
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observed rotations of the planets seem to indicate that, 
for some reason at present unknown, the original nuclei 
rotated in the forward direction. 

266. The Origin of Satellites. — According to the planet- 
esimal theory, the satellites developed either from small 
secondary nuclei which were associated with the larger 
planetary nuclei from the beginning, or from neighboring 
secondary nuclei which became entangled at a later time in 
the outlying parts of the swarms of planetesimals constitut¬ 
ing the nuclei. If the satellites originated in the former way, 
their directions of revolution would be the same as those of 
rotation of their respective primaries; if in the latter way, 
they might revolve originally in any directions around their 
primaries. 

With the exception of the eighth and ninth satellites of 
Jupiter and the ninth satellite of Saturn (and possibly the 
satellites of Uranus and Neptune), all the known satellites 
revolve in the directions in which their primaries rotate. 
This seems to indicate that at least most of the satellites 
originated from secondary nuclei which were associated with 
their respective primary nuclei from the beginning and par¬ 
took of their common motion of rotation. The satellite 
nuclei, like the planetary nuclei, swept up the planetesimals 
and grew in mass. The craters on the moon may have 
been produced by the impact of planetesimals. 

With the growth in mass of a planet its attraction for its 
satellites increases and this results in a reduction in the 
dimensions of their orbits. Suppose the most remote direct 
satellites were originally revolving at the greatest distances 
at which their primaries could hold them in gravitative con¬ 
trol, and that their orbits have been reduced to their present 
dimensions by the growth of the planets. The amount of 
reduction in the size of the orbit of a satellite depends upon 
the amount of growth of the planet around which it revolves, 
and furnishes the basis for computing the increase in the 
mass of the planet. 
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The three retrograde satellites revolve at great distances 
from their respective primaries in orbits which are rather 
eccentric and considerably inclined to their respective sys¬ 
tems. Their origin is evidently different from that of the 
direct satellites. They may have been neighboring planet- 
esimals which became entangled in the remote parts of the 
planetary swarm. The question arises why they revolve 
in the retrograde direction. The answer probably depends 
upon the fact that, at a given distance, a retrograde satellite 
is much more stable, so far as the disturbance of the sun is 
concerned, than a direct one. Consequently, a retrograde 
satellite would not be driven by collisions away from the con¬ 
trol of its planet so easily as a direct one. Also, the effects of 
collisions with planetesimals and satellitesimals (planetesimals 
revolving around planetary nuclei) must be considered. 

266. The Rings of Saturn. — The rings of Saturn are 
swarms of particles revolving in the plane of the planet’s 
equator. According to the planetesimal theory, they are 
the remains of outlying masses in the original nucleus which 
were moving so fast that they did not fall toward the center. 
Of course, they were subject to encounters with in-falling 
planetesimals. These collisions transformed some of their 
energy of motion into heat and some of them fell toward, 
or perhaps on to, the growing planetary nucleus. It may 
be that only a small part of the original ring material now 
remains. But when they fell, they retained at least a portion 
of their motion of revolution, and the result was that they 
struck the planet obliquely in the direction in which it 
rotated. This increased its rotation, especially in the plane 
of its equator. 

There may be and probably are collisions even now 
among the particles which constitute the rings of Saturn. 
If there are collisions, the energy of motion is being trans¬ 
formed into heat, and this comes from the energy of the 
orbital motions, with the result that the dimensions of the 
rings are being decreased. They may ultimately disappear 
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for this reason, and it is not impossible that other planets 
also once had ring systems. 

267. The Planetoids. — The planetoids occupy a zone in 
which there was no predominating nucleus. They probably 
have not grown so much relatively as the planets by the 
accretion of planetesimals. Hence the ranges in the eccen¬ 
tricities and inclinations of their orbits give a better idea 
of the character of the orbits of the original planetesimals. 

Besides the Imown planetoids, there are probably thou¬ 
sands of others which are so small that they have not been 
seen. There may be others also between the orbits of 
Jupiter and Saturn and beyond the orbit of Saturn. At 
those vast distances none but large bodies would be visible, 
both because they would not be strongly illuminated by 
the sun and also because they would always be very remote 
from the earth. The planetoid Eros has escaped collision 
with Mars only because of the inclination of its orbit. It 
is not xmreasonable to suppose that there are many other 
planetesimals between the orbits of the earth and Mars 
which are too small to be visible. 

268. The Zodiacal Light. — It is universally agreed that 
the zodiacal light is due to a great swarm of small bodies, 
or particles, revolving around the sim near the plane of the 
earth^s orbit. These small bodies are in reality planetesi¬ 
mals which have not been swept up by the planets either 
because of the high inclination of their orbits, or more 
probably because their orbits are so nearly circular that they 
do not cross the orbits of any . of the planets. 

269. The Comets. — Recent investigations have shown 
that it is very probable that comets are permanent members 
of the solar system. As they have no intimate relationship 
to the planets, the question of their origin presents new 
problems and difficulties. 

According to the planetesimal theory, the comets are 
possibly only the outlying and tenuous fragments of the orig¬ 
inal nebula which did not partake of the general rotation 
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of the system. If the planetesimal system was produced by 
the near approach of two suns, they may have had their 
origin, as Chamberlin has suggested, in the dispersion and 
scattering of earlier planetesimals which revolved in different 
planes; or there may have been explosions of lighter gases 
in various directions, which, under the disturbing action of 
the visiting sun, ilid not fall back upon our own; or the 
comets may be matter which was ejected from the visiting 
sun. The differences in the lengths of their orbits and in the 
positions of the planes of their orbits may originally have 
been much less than at pi-escnt, for the planets may have dis¬ 
turbed their motions to almost any extent. The planets 
may have captured some comets and greatly enlarged the or¬ 
bits of an equal number of others, and they may have entirely 
changed the positions of the planes of the cometaiy orbits. 

260. The Future of the Solar System. — The theory has 
been developed that the planets have grown up from nuclei 
by the accretion of scattered planetesimals. They acquired 
and retained atmospheres when their masses became great 
enough to prevent the escape of gases, molecule by molecule. 
Their masses arc still increasing, but the process of growth 
seems to be essentially finished. Those planets which are 
dense and solid like the earth will retain all their essential 
characteristics as long as the sun continues to furnish radiant 
energy at its present i*ato. The large rare planets will lose 
heat from their interiors and may contract appreciably. 
The reason that loss of hc{it may be important for them and 
not for the solid plaiu^ts is that it can be carried to the sur¬ 
face rapidly by convection in a gaseous or liquid bodyj while 
in a solid body it is transferred from the interior only by the 
excessively slow process of conduction. 

The duration of the sun is a very important factor in the 
future of the planets. There is no known source of energy 
which could supply its present rate of radiation many tens 
of millions of years. Yet it is not safe to conclude that the 
sun will cool off in a few millions of years because the earth 
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gives indisputable evidences (Art. 219) that the sun has 
radiated more energy than could have been supplied by any 
known source. The existence of hundreds of millions of 
stars blazing in full glory also suggests strongly that the 
lifetime of a sun is very long, for it is not reasonable to sup¬ 
pose that, if they endured only a comparatively short time, 
so many of them would now have such great brilliancy. In 
view of these uncertainties it is not safe to set any definite 
limit on the future duration of the sun, however probable 
its final extinction may be. 

If the sun cools off before something destroys the planets, 
they will revolve around it cold, lifeless, and invisible, while 
it pursues its journey through the trackless infinity of space. 
If the radiation of the sun does not sensibly diminish, the 
earth, and possibly some of the other planets, will continue 
to be suited for the abode of life until they are in some 
way destroyed. Whether or not the sun becomes cold, the 
planets will be broken into fragments when our sun passes 
sufficiently near another star. Their remains may then be 
dispersed among the revolving masses of a new planetesimal 
system, to become in time parts of new planets. Indeed, 
the meteorites which now strike the earth often give evidence 
of having once been in the interior of masses of planetary 
dimensions, and Chamberlin has suggested that they may 
be the remains of a family of planets antedating our own. 
To such dizzy heights are we led in sober scientific pursuits ! 

The question of the purpose of all the wonderful things in 
the universe is one which ever arises in the human mind. 
With sublime egoti^ men have usually answered that every¬ 
thing was created for their pleasure and benefit. The sun 
was made to give them light by day, and the moon and the 
myriads of stars to illuminate their way by night. The 
numberless plants and animals of forest and prairie and 
sea were supposed to exist primarily for the profit of the 
human race. But with the increase of knowledge this con¬ 
clusion is seen to be absurd. How infinitesimal a part of 



CH. XII, 260] EVOLUTION OP THE SOLAR SYSTEM 


the solar system and its energy man can use, to say nothi. ^ 
of that in the hundreds of millions of other systems which 
are found in the sky ! 

How many billions of creatures were bom, lived, and died 
before man appeared ! The precise time of the beginning of 
life on the earth and the manner of its origin are lost in the 
distant past. In the oldest rocks laid down as sediments 
tens of millions of years ago in the Archeozoic era there are 
indications of the existence of low forms of life on the earth. 
In the Cambrian period trilobites and other lowly creatures 
lived in great abundance. In the Ordovician period the 
types of low forms greatly increased and the vertebrates 
began to appear; in the Silurian, they were fii^mly established; 
in the Devonian, they were still further developed. And 
after many other geological periods had passed, the higher 
forms of life, including man, appeared. Now man finds 
himself a part of this great life stream, not something funda¬ 
mentally different from the rest and that for which it exists. 
If the earth shall last some millions or tens of millions of 
years in the future, as seems likely, the physical and mental 
changes which the human race will undergo may be as great 
as those through which the animal kingdom has passed during 
the long periods of geological time. This is especially prob¬ 
able if men learn how to direct the processes of their own 
evolution. But if they do not, the human race may become 
extinct just as many other species of animals have become 
extinct. However this may be, it seems certain that its end 
will come, for eventually the light of the sun will go out, or 
the earth and the other planets will be wrecked by a passing 
star, and the question of the purpose of it all, if indeed 
there is any purpose in it, still remains unanswered. 

XX. QUESTIONS 

1. Are the particles which produce the zodiacal light an example 
of the planetesimal organization? 

2. In the case of one star passing by another, why would their 
ejections of material be largely toward or from each other? 
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3. Show by a resolution of the forces that the material ejected 
both toward and from S' will describe curves around S in the same 
direction. 

4. Will the orbit of S' be changed if it changes the moment of 
momentum of the system ? What will be the result in the very 
special case where the orbit of S' relatively to S is originally a 
parabola ? 

5. In view of Table XIII, what fraction of the material ejected 
from S would reasonably be expected (a) to fall back on S, (6) to 
revolve around it in the planetesimal state, (c) to escape from its 
gravitative control ? On the basis of these figures, find what frac¬ 
tion of S would need to be ejected altogether in order to provide 
material for the planets. 

6. Would the eccentricities of the orbits of the material which fell 
back upon S have been large or small ? Would most of the collisions 
have been grazing, as was assumed in the discussion in Art. 253 ? 

7. In view of the kinetic theory of gases, would a gaseous nucleus 
as massive as the moon concentrate or dissipate? Would a nucleus 
of the materials found in the sun remain gaseous on cooling ? 

IV. Historicajj Cosmogonies 

261. The Hypothesis of Kant. — The work of Thomas 
Wright, which preceded that of Kant by five years, was 
concerned chiefly with the evolution of the whole sidereal 
universe. Wright supposed the Milky Way is made up of 
a great number of mutually attracting systems which are 
spread out in a great double ring rotating about an axis 
perpendicular to its plane. Kant was the first one to under¬ 
take the development of a detailed theory of the evolution of 
the solar system on the basis of the law of gi’avitation. 

Kant's interest in cosmogony was aroused by the book 
of Wright, which fell into his hands in 1751. He at once 
turned his keen and penetrating mind to the question of the 
origin of the planets, and wrote a brilliant work on the sub¬ 
ject. On almost every page he gave proof of the intellectual 
power which later made him the foremost philosopher of his 
time, yet his theories were not without serious imperfections. 

Kant postulated that the parent of the solar system was 
a vast aggregation of simple elements, without motion and 
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subject only to gravitational and chemical forces and the 
repulsion of molecules in a gaseous state. Nothing could 
have been simpler for a start. The problem was to show how 
such a system could develop into a central sun and a family 
of widely separated planets. 

Kant reasoned that motions among the molecules would 
be set up by their chemical affinities and mutual attractions. 
He stated that the large molecules would draw to themselves 
the smaller ones in their immediate neighborhood, and that 
with growth their power of growing would continually 
increase. He believed that not only would aggregations cf 
molecules be formed, but that these masses would acquire 
motions both because of the attraction of the system as a 
whole and also because of their mutual attractions. Kant 
called attention to the fact that attraction would be opposed 
by gaseous expansion, and he supposed that these repulsive 
forces in some obscure way would generate lateral motions 
in the small nuclei. At first the nuclei would be moving 
in every possible direction, but he assdmed that successive 
collisions would eliminate all except a few moving in the 


same direction in nearly circular orbits. 

The beauty and generality of Kant’s theory are enticing, 
but it involves some obvious and fatal difficulties. In the 
first place, the attractive and repulsive forces would not 
be competent to set up a general revolution of a system 
which was originally at rest. His conclusion in this matter 
squarely violates the principle that the moment of momentum 
of an isolated system remains constant. 

Notwithstanding clear statements by Kant, some ^ters 
have modified his theory by supposing that there was hetero¬ 
geneous motion of the original chaos with a predommance m 
the direction in which the planets now revolve. But with 
this concession to the theory, which makes V*J 
different theory, difficulties stiU remain. K is no 
clear that in a system of such enormous 
of all bodies except those havmg motion m the dominant 
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direction would be destroyed by collisions. There is, indeed, 
no apparent reason why, if this were the true history of the 
origin of the planets, some planets should not now be found 
revolving at right angles to the general plane of the system, 
or even in the retrograde direction. This is not impossible, 
as is proved by the motions of the comets. Thus it is seen that 
if Kant^s hypothesis is taken strictly as he gave it, the condi¬ 
tion that the moment of momentum of the system should 
have its present value is violated, and that if the postulates 
are chsinged so as to relieve this difficulty, othem still remain. 

Kant’s theory has also secondary difficulties of a serious 
nature. For example, in a gas the mutual attractions of 
the molecules could not draw them together into small nuclei. 
Even the moon could not now add to its mass if it should 
passthrough a gas. To avoid this difficulty one might assume 
that there was first condensation into the liquid or solid state. 
So many molecules would be involved in the formation of 
even the minutest drop that, by an averaging process, their 
lateral motions would essentially destroy one another, the 
particle would faU toward the center of the whole system, 
and no planets would be formed. In order to avoid this 
difficulty it is necessaiy to depart from Kant’s ideas and to 
assume either that the whole gaseous mass was rotating with 
considerable velocity, or that the matter was not in a gaseous 
state. If the first of the two assumptions is made, it is found 
by a mathematical treatment that the moment of momen¬ 
tum of the system would be more than 200 times what it is 
at present. Since the moment of momentum would remain 
unaltered, the second alternative must be adopted. But 
this is directly contrary to the fundamental assumptions of 
Kant, and it is hardly permissible to regard a theory as hav¬ 
ing preserved its identity after having been modified to this 
extent. The condition to which one is forced, viz., that of 
discrete particles in orbital revolution in the same direction, 
is actually the planetesimal organization. 

In successive chapters Kant considered the densities and 
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ratios of the masses of the planets, the eccentricities ot 
planetary orbits and the origin of comets, the origin of sauei- 
lites and the rotation of the planets, etc. He even claimed 
to have proved without observational evidence the existence 
of life on other planets. In spite of the keenness of his 
intellect and his remarkable powem of generalization, his 
theory has not had much influence on speculations in cos¬ 
mogony, because it is marred by so many serious errors in 
the application of physical and dynamical laws. 

262. The Hypothesis of Laplace. — The hypothesis of 
Laplace appeared near the end of a splendid popular work 
on astronomy which he pulDlished 
in 1796. He advanced it “ with 
that distrust whicli everything 
ought to inspire that is not a 
result of observation or of cal¬ 
culation.'’ How great an advance 
over Kant this one .sentence 
indicates ! 

In outline, the hypothesis of 
Laplace wa.s that originally the 
solar at.mosphere (in later edi¬ 
tions a nebulous envelope), in an 
inten.sely heated stal-e, (extended 
out b(\vond the orbit of iJie 
farthest planet; the wholes mass 
rotated iis a solid in the direc¬ 
tion in which the planets now revolve; the dimensions of 
th(^ solar atmosphere w(M‘e maintained mostly by gaseous 
expansion of the highly heated vapors, and only slightly 
by the centrifugal acceleration duo to the j*otation; as the 
mass lost heat by radiation, it contracted under the mutual 
gravitation of its parts; simultaneously with its con¬ 
traction, its rate of rotation necessarily increased l)ec,ausc 
the moment of momentum remained constant; aft;er the 
rotating mass had contracted to certain dimensions the cen- 
2a 
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trifugal acceleration at the equator equaled the attnuttion by 
the interior parts and an equatorial ring was loft bnliind, the 
remainder continuing to contract; a ling was abandoned 
at the distance of each planet; a ring could scarcely havc^ 
had absolute uniformity, and, separating at soiiui point,, it 
united at some other because of the mutual att,ract,ion.s of 
its parts and formed a planet; and, finally, the sat,(!llitt(.s werci 


formed from rings which were left off by the (!ontract,ing jilan- 
ets, Saturn's rings being the only examples still I’emaining. 

The contraction theory of the sun’s heat, which was devel¬ 
oped by Helmholtz in 1854, fitted in very well with the ba- 
placian h3rpothesiB and was considered as supporting it. 
Some objections to the Laplacian theory, however, Ixfgan l,o 
appear. In 1873 Roche, the author of the^ tlK'orein that a 
satellite would be broken up by tidal strains if its distams- 
from its primary should become less than 2.44 radii of tlui 
latter, seriously undertook to modify the hyjiotlHisis of 
Laplace so as to relieve it of the difficulties with which it 
was beset. His modifications were for the moat part improb¬ 
able and do not in the least meet later objectiona. Kirk¬ 
wood, an American astronomer, criticized the Laplacian 
hypothesis and pointed out that the direct rotation of (he 
planets might be due to the effect of the sun’s tides on tlmm 
when they were expanded in the gaseous state. .In ISS-I 
Faye made very radical modifications of tlui hyixitluwis of 
Laplace for the purpose of avoiding the difficulties in which 
It was becommg involved. He supposed that the phuud-s 
were formed m the depths of the solar nebula and thal. |,ho.so 
nearer the sun are actually older than those which are .nor.« 

S x-1 work on he 
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mony with the laws of gases. With this distribution of 
density, which can be theoretically deteimined, and the 
rotation which is given by the revolution of the planets, it is 
an easy matter to compute the moment of momentum pos¬ 
sessed by the hypothetical system when it extended out to 
the orbit of Neptune. It turns out to be more than 200 
times that of the system at present. If the hypothesis of 
Laplace wcire correct, the two would be equal; the discrep- 
an(^y is so enormous that the hypothesis must be radically 
wrong. 

The details of the Laplacian hypothesis are subject to 
equally serious difficulties. For example, it would be impos¬ 
sible for successive rings to be left off. Kirkwood long ago 
pointed out that if instability in the equatorial zone once 
set in, it would pemist, and Chamberlin has shown that the 
result would be a continuous disk of particles describing 
nearly circular orbits. Fui*ther, if a ring were left off, it 
could not even bc^gin to condense into a planet because both 
gaseous (expansion ami the tidal forces due to the sun would 
more than oiTsid, the mutual gravitation of its parts. It has 
l.)con seen how large and dense ^ a planet must be in order 
to hold an atmos])h(u*e; while the ring would be large, its 
(hnisity would extremely low and it could not control the 
lighter cleimmts. And ii, has been shown that even if a cir¬ 
cular ring had in some way largely condensed into a planet, 
the i)r()ceHH (^ould not have coinplot(ul itself. In order that 
a nu(^leus may gatluu- up H(^att(^rcd materials, it is necessary 
that tluy shall be moving in considerably eccentric orbits. 

vSim^e tlu‘, Laplacian hypothesis fails in the fundamental 
requirement of moment of momentum, as well as in a num¬ 
ber of other essential respects, it will be sufficient simply to 
ciuinierato som(5 of the phenomena which are obviously not 
in harmony with it: 

(1) It does not provide for the planetoids with their 

^ Tht)» power of control of a jjlanet ou au atmosplioro ie proportional to 
thu product of itti dcuHity and mdimi. 
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interlacing orbits, some having high inclinations or eccen¬ 
tricities. 

(2) It does not permit of the existence of an object hav¬ 
ing such an orbit as that of Eros, which reaches from near 
that of the earth out beyond that of Mars. 

(3) It implies that a continuous disk of particles, such as 
that producing the zodiacal light, cannot exist. 

(4) It does not anticipate the considerable eccentricity 
and inclination of Mercmy’s orbit. 

(5) It does not agree with the fact that the terrestrial 
planets seem to be at least as old as the more remote ones. 

(6) It does not pemit of there being any retrograde satel¬ 
lites because the rings abandoned by a contracting nebula 
would necessarily all rotate in the same direction.^ 

(7) It implies that the rotation period of each planet shaU 
be shorter than the shortest period of revolution of its satel¬ 
lites. This condition is not only violated in the case of the 
inner satellite of Mars, but the particles of the inner ring of 
Saturn revolve in half the period of the planet's rotation. 

263. Tidal Forces. — The sun and moon generate tides 
in the oceans that cover the earth. Tides are raised also 
in the atmosphere and in the solid earth itself. Similarly, 
every celestial body raises tides in every other celestial body. 
The first problem which will be considered here will be the 
character of the tide-raising forces, and the second will be 
the effects of the tides on the rotations and revolution of the 
two bodies. 

Consider the tide-raising effects of m on Af, Fig. 163. 
For simplicity, consider the effects of m on P and P', two 
particles on the surface of M. The problem of the resolu¬ 
tion of the forces is that which was treated in Art. 153. Let 
MA represent the acceleration oi m on M in direction and 
amoimt. Then the acceleration of m on P and P' will be 
represented by PB and P'P' respectively. The former is 

1 Attempts have been made, though not successfully, to avoid this diffi¬ 
culty by invoking tidal friction (Art. 264). 
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greater than MA because the acceleration varies inversely 
as the square of the distance, and Mm is greater than Pm, 
For a similar reason P'B^ is less than MA. Now resolve 
PB into two components, PC and PDj in such a way that 
PC shall be equal and parallel to MA. Similarly, resolve 
P'JS' into P'C', equal and parallel to MA, and P'D\ Since 
PC and P'C' are equal and parallel to MA, they have no 
tendency to displace P and P' respectively with respect to 
M. The remaining components, PD and P'P', are the tide¬ 
raising accelerations. 

Now consider the tide-raising forces all around M. They 
are as indicated in Fig. 94. The forces toward m are slightly 



greater than those in the opposite direction, while the com- 
pressional forces at 90° from these directions are half as great. 
It is clear from this figure that if M were not rotating and m 
were not revolving around it, there would be a tide on the 
side of M towards m, and a nearly equal tide on the side of 
M away from m (compare Art. 153). The motions of the 
bodies produce important modifications. 

Suppose the rotation of M and the revolution of m are in 
the same direction and that the period of rotation of M is 
shorter than that of the revolution of m. This is the case 
in the earth-moon system. Under these circumstances the 
tides Ti and T 2 are carried somewhat ahead of the line Mm, 
as represented in Fig. 164. The more nearly equal the rates 
of rotation of M and revolution of m, the more nearly will 
the tides Ti and T 2 be in the line Mm. 
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Consider a point on the rotating body M, It will first 
pass the line Afm, and then somewhat later it will pass the 
tide Ti. The interval is the lag of the tide. In the case 
of the earth-moon system a meridian passes eastward across 
the moon (the moon seems to pass westward across the 
meridian), and somewhat later the meridian passes the tidal 
cone and has high tide. The problem is enormously compli¬ 
cated in the case of the earth by the addition of the tides due 
to the sun, by the varying distances of the moon and sun 
north or south of the celestial equator, by their changing dis¬ 
tances from the earth, and especially by the irregular con¬ 
tours of the continents and the vaiying depths of the oceans. 
These modifying factors are so numerous and in some cases 
so poorly known that at present it is not possible to predict 
entirely in advance of observation either the times or heights 
of the tides; but, after a few observational data have estab¬ 
lished the way in which the tides at a station depend upon 
the unknown factors, predictions become thoroughly reliable, 
for the tides vary in perfect harmony with the tidal forces. 

264. Tidal Evolution. — The tides are not fixed on the 
surface of Af, Fig. 164, unless the period of its rotation equals 
the period of revolution of m. When the periods are unequal 
so that the tides move around the rotating body, some energy 
is changed to heat by friction. This energy comes from the 
kinetic and potential energies of the system; and, in accord¬ 
ance with the laws of dynamics, the transformation of 
energy takes place in such a way that the total moment of 
momentum of the system remains unchanged. Of course, 
in general there will be tides on both of the mutually attract¬ 
ing bodies. 

The character of the transformation of energy that takes 
place under tidal friction depends upon the dynamical 
properties of the system. Suppose that the motions of 
rotation and revolution are in the same direction and that 
the period of M is shorter than that of m. It can be shown 
that under these circumstances the periods of both M and m 
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and their distance apart are increased. The reason that the 
period of rotation of M is increased is that m has a component 
of attraction back on both Ti and T' 2 , Fig. 164, as can be 
shown by resolving the forces as they were resolved in Fig. 
163. If m pulls Ti and T 2 backward, it follows from the 
reaction of forces that Ti and 1^2 pull m forward. The result 
of a forward component on m is to increase the size of its 
orbit and to lengthen its period. 

If m is near M, the effect of the tides on the period of revo¬ 
lution of m is greater than their effect on the period of rotation 
of M. If the bodies are far apart, the result is the opposite. 

Suppose the two l3odics are initially close together and that 
the period of rotation of M is only a little shorter than the 


-5 


Fiu. J(i4. — Tifltil oonoa and tho lag of tho tides. 

period of revolution of vi. The friction of the tides will 
lengthen both periods and increase the difference between 
them. If nothing (ds(^ interferes, this will continue until a 
certain distance bctw(uni the bodies has been reached. After 
that, the effect on the period of rotation of M will be greater 
than that on the period of revolution of m. (Consequently, 
although both peiiods will continue to increase in length, 
they will approach equality. Eventually, the periods of 
rotation and revolution will be equal, the tides will remain 
fixed on ilf, and there will be no further tidal friction or 
tidal evolution. 

The most important case from a practical point of view 
has been considered, but there are two others. In the first 
the bodies move in tho same direction, but the period of 
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rotation of M is longer than that of revolution of m. Under 
these circumstances both periods are decreased, the relative 
amounts depending on the distance of the bodies from each 
other. If the bodies are initially far apart, the effect will be 
greater on the period of rotation of M than on the period of 
revolution of m, and the two periods will approach equality. 
But if the bodies are near together, the effect will be relatively 
greater on the period of m, the periods will not approach 
equality, and the bodies will ultimately collide. In the 
second case the rotation of M is in the direction opposite to 
that of the revolution of m. Under these circumstances 
M rotates faster and faster, the distance of m continually 
decreases, and the inevitable outcome is the collision and 
union of the two bodies. 

•The rate at which tidal friction takes place depends upon 
the physical properties of the bodies. If they are perfect 
fluids so that there is no degeneration of energy, there is no 
tidal evolution. Likewise if they are perfectly elastic, there 
is no tidal friction. 

The rate of tidal friction also depends upon the difference 
in the periods of the two bodies. If the difference between 
the periods is small, the tides Ti and 1^2, Fig. 164, are almost 
in the line Mrrij and it is obvious that the backward compo¬ 
nents are small and the rate of tidal friction is very slow. 
Suppose the periods are approaching equality. ‘ The smaller 
their difference the slower is their rate of change, and they 
never become exactly equal but approach equality as the 
time becomes infinitely gi’eat. 

266. Effects of the Tides on the Motions of the Moon. — 
The most striking thing in the earth-moon system is that 
the moon^s periods of rotation and revolution are equal. 
It is extremely improbable that this unique relation is acci¬ 
dental. The only explanation of it heretofore advanced is 
that the moon's period of rotation has been brought into 
equality with its period of revolution by the tides generated 
in it by the earth. 
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The tidal force exerted by the earth on the moon is about 
20 times the tidal force exerted by the moon on the earth. 
The amount of tidal friction is proportional to the square of 
the tidal force. Therefore, if the physical properties of the 
earth and moon were the same and if their periods of rotation 
were equal, the effectiveness of the tides generated by the 
earth on the moon in changing the moment of momentum 
of the moon would be 400 times that of the tides generated 
by the moon on the earth in changing the moment of momen¬ 
tum of the earth. Since the moment of momentum of a body 
is proportional to the product of its mass and the square of its 
radius, a given (change in the moment of momentum of the 
moon alters its rate of rotation 1200 times as much as the 
same change in moment of momentum alters the rate of 
rotation of the earth. Consequently, taking the two fac¬ 
tors together, if the earth and moon were physically alike 
and had the same period of rotation, tidal friction would 
change the period of rotation of the moon 400 X 1200 = 
480,000 times as fast as it would change the period of rotation 
of the earth. 

The results which liave been ol)tainetl seem to bo very 
favorable to the th(‘ory that the tidies have caused the 
moon to present one sid(^ toward the earth, but some serious 
difficulties remain. It can be shown that, considering the 
tidal interactions of the earth and moon and the effect of 
the sun’s tides on the moon, the present condition of the 
earth-moon system is not one of equilibrium. The tides 
raised by the eartli on the moon have no effect under present 
circumstances on the rotation and revolution of th(^ moon. 
The tides raised l)y the moon on tlie earth increase thc^ length 
of the month but do not affect the rotation of the moon. 
The tides raised by the sun on the moon increase the moon’s 
period of rotation but do not affect its revolution. Conse¬ 
quently the moon’s periods of rotation and revolution are 
both increasing, and it is infinitely improbable that all the 
factors on which these effects depend are so related that 
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they are exactly equal. Even if they were equal at one time, 
they would become unequal with a changed distance of the 
moon from the earth. That is, the present is not a fixed state 
of equilibrium, and the consideration of the tides does not 
remove the difficulties. It seems probable from this line of 
thought that some influence so far not considered has caused 
the moon always to present the same face toward the earth. 

266. Effects of the Tides on the Motions of the Earth. — 
The theoiy of the tidal evolution of the earth-moon system, 
on the basis of certain assumptions regarding the physical 
condition of the earth, was elaborated by Sir George Darwin 
in a splendid series of investigations. While the experiment 
of Michelson and Gale (Art. 25) proves that his assumptions 
are not satisfied, at least at the present time, the possible 
sequence of events which he worked out is interesting. 

Since the tides are increasing the lengths of both the 
day and the month, both of these periods were formerly 
shorter and the moon was nearer the earth. On the basis 
of his assumptions, Darwin traced the day back until it was 
only four or five of our present hours. At that time the 
moon was revolving close to the earth in a period almost 
equally short. This led him to the conclusion that at an 
earlier stage the earth and moon were one body, that they 
divided into two parts because of the rapid rotation of the 
combined mass, and that they have attained their present 
state as a consequence of tidal friction. The same reason¬ 
ing leads to the conclusion that in the future they will con¬ 
tinue to separate and that the day will continually increase 
in length. 

The critical question is whether the physical properties 
of the earth are such that the rate at which tidal evolution 
takes place makes it an appreciable factor in the history of 
the earth. Darwin supposed the main effects were due to 
bodily tides in the earth which he assumed to be viscous. 
Since it is highly elastic, they cannot at present be important, 
but it has generally been assumed that, whatever its present 
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condition may be, it was formerly viscous. There is abso¬ 
lutely no evidence to support the assumption, and if its 
present properties of solidity and elasticity are a conse- 
q\icnce of the pressure in its interior, the assumption seems 
very improbable. As Poisson and Lord Kelvin showed, 
the temperature of the interior of the earth cannot have 
fallen appreciably in several hundreds of millions of years by 
the conduction of heat to its surface. Since the tempera¬ 
ture of the interior of the earth cannot have changed appre¬ 
ciably, there seems to be no good ground for assuming that 
the carih was once viscous. 

Since there cannot now be an important degeneration of 
energy in the bodily tides of the earth, tidal evolution must 
depend at pi’osent almost entirely upon the tides in the 
ocean and the atmosphere. The latter may be neglected 
without important (n*ror. The oceanic tides are so irregular 
that it is (lifficiilt, to determine their effects on the rotation 
of the earth. But MacMillan has made liberal estimates of 
the unknown factors, and has found that at present the 
length of the day (uinnot be inci’casing at a rate of more 
than one minute in 3(),()()(),000 years. 

It is possible to detcu-inine observationally the present rate 
of tidal evolution. The day and the month are increasing 
in length, but the ellect on the day is the gn^ater. C.onse- 
quently, if the length of the month is measured in days, as 
is done practically, it will seem to be decreasing in length. 
It is found from observations that the moon is getting ahead 
of its predicted place from 4 to C seconds of arc in 100 years. 
That is, in 1240 revolutions the moon gets ahead of its pre¬ 
dicted place about diameter. On the basis of these 

facts and the assumption that the increase in the length of 
the month is duo to the tidal interactions of the earth and 
moon, the proper discussion shows that at the present time 
the length of the day is increasing os a consequence of all thc^ 
factors affecting the rotation of the earih at the rate of one 
minute in 900,000,000 yeai-s, 



460 AN INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY [cn. xii, 2m 


It is evident that tidal evolution is not an iinportani. facj- 
tor in the earth-moon system for any period short of scivoral 
hundred millions of years. Either the theoiy of tidal evolu¬ 
tion as elaborated by Darwin must be abandoned as not 
representing what has actually taken place, or a condition 
for the earth^s interior totally different from that whicili cixists 
at present must be arbitrarily assumed. 

267. Tidal Evolution of the Planets. —Thei'c is perhaps 
some slight evidence that Mercury and Venus always k<u\j) 
the same side toward the sun, and this condition has Ixnm 
ascribed to the effects of tides which the sun may have raisexi 
in them. The tidal force exerted by the sun on Mercury is 
about 2.5 times as great as that of the moon on the c^artli. 
In view of the fact that the moon^s tides on the earth (Cer¬ 
tainly do not have appreciable effects, it does not seem prol)- 
able that the sun s tides have radically changed the rotations 
of Mercury and Venus. Besides this, it must be romom- 
bered that the condition of equality of periods of rotation and 
revolution would be attained in any case only after an 
infinite time. 

The tidal action of the sun on the more remote planets is 
much less than that on the earth. No other satellite has 
relatively as great effects on its primary as the moon has on 
the earth. Consequently, we are forced to the conclusion 
that in the solar system tidal evolution has not been an im- 
pcjrtant factor for a period of at least .several hundreds of 
miUions of years. 


XXI. QUESTIONS 

*>1® sun rotate in the 

direction the planets revolve? m um 

of Laplace that the original nebula wa.s 
temperature of the sun 

3 mv St ? . assumption ? 

as a’soS * ^ was rotating 

To what extent does the contraotion theory of the sun’s heat 
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support the Laplaoiau hypothesis? Is it opposed to the planetes- 
imal hypothesis and Kant’s hypothesis ? 

5. In what way does the Laplacian hypothesis fail to meet the 
requirements of moment of momentum ? 

6. On the basis of Lane’s law, what was the temperature of the 
surface of the sun if it extended to the orbit of the earth ? How do 
you account for the presence of refractory materials in the earth, 
under the Laplacian hypothesis? 

7. Explain cai-efuUy in what respects the seven things mentioned 
at the end of Art. 262 are opposed to the Laplacian hypothesis. 

8. What sliould be the present shape of the sun if the Laplacian 
hypothesis were true? 

9. In the case of the earth and moon, what is the magnitude of 
the tidal force at the point on the side of the earth toward the moon 
compared to the wholo attraction of the moon ? Compared to the 
attraction of the earth? 

10. The tides produced on the earth by the moon decrease the 
earth’s moment of momentum; what becomes of that which the 
earth loses, and what (ihanges in the system does it cause ? 

11. Sliow that when M rotates faster than m revolves, the 
attractions of m for both Ti and tend to decrease the rate of 
rotation of M. 

12. Suppose tli(^ rate of rotation of the earth is constant and that 
in a century the moon gets 6" ahead of the place it would occupy 
if its rate of revolution were constant. How long would be required 
for its period to decrease 1 per cent ? 
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Fig. 166. — Milky Way in Aquila. Photographed by Barnard at the Ycrkea 
Ohaervdtory, August 1906. 
















CHAPTER XIII 


THE SIDEREAL UNIVERSE 

I. The Apparent Distribution of the Stabs 

268. On the Problems of the Sidereal Universe. — The 

invention of the telescope and the discovery of the law of 
gravitation were followed by a long period of successes in 
unraveling thc^ mysteries of the solar system. The positions 
of the sun, moon, and planets were measured with ex- 
traordinaiy precision, and tluj law of gravitation accounted 
for the numer(3us ])e(!uliarities of their motions. What had 
been mysterious and inexplicable became familiar and thor¬ 
oughly aud(M*st()oil. Tc^lescopes of continually increasing 
power enabletl iustronorn(u*s to measure accurately the dis¬ 
tances and diam('t(*rs of thc^se bodies and to learn much of 
their surface* eoiidit-ions. At Itist the invention of the spec¬ 
troscope (uiabled thenn to determine; the chemical constitution 
of the sun. 

There is gre;at ph^asure ne)w in working in a science whose 
data are exacit and whose; laws are fii’mly ('stablished. The 
(uu’tainty of the r(;sults satisfie;s the human instinct for final 
truth. But there was also pleasure of a clifl’crent kind for 
those pioneers who first explored the planetary system with 
good instruments and showed by mathematical processes 
that its members are obedient to law. For them every 
observation and every calculation was an adventure. Th(;y 
were continually in fear that their dreams of knowing the 
order prevailing in the universe would bo shattered; they 
were continually elated by having their theories confirmed. 

The pioneer days of discoveiy in the solar system are past. 
Not that great discoveries do not remain to be made, but 

463 
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they will henceforth fit into a large body of organized facts. 
From now on the romance and excitement of astronomical 
adventure will be largely furnished by the explorations of the 
sidereal universe. Astronomers have become accustomed 
to the fact that the sun is a million times as large as the earth, 
and familiarity has dulled their amazement at its terrific 
activities; from now on they must deal with millions of 
stars, some of them much larger and thousands of times 
more luminous than the sun. They have measured and at 
least partially grasped the enormous dimensions of the solar 
system; from now on they must conceive of and deal with 
distances millions of times as great. They have observed 
the differences in characteristics exhibited by eight planets; 
from now on they will be face to face with the infinite diver¬ 
sity presented by the stars. They have definitely accepted 
the doctrine that the solar system has undergone a great 
evolution whose details are yet much in doubt; the corre¬ 
sponding question for hundreds of millions of other systems 
is looming up more indistinctly through the fogs of uncer¬ 
tainties which still surround them. It might be supposed 
that astronomers would be tempted to lay down the arms 
of their understanding before the transcendental and appal¬ 
lingly difficult problems presented by the sidereal system. 
Instead, with aU the weapons at their command, they are 
making more vigorous, persistent, and successful attacks than 
ever before. Astronomers of all the leading countries are 
united and cooperate in this campaign; they employ tele¬ 
scopes of many kinds, spectroscopes, photographic plates, 
measuring machines, and powerful mathematical processes in 
their attempts to penetrate the unknown. 

269. The Number of Stars of Various Magnitudes.— 
The simplest and most easily determined thing about the 
stars is their number. Of course the number that can be 
seen depends upon the power of the instrument with which 
. the observations are made. If the stars extend infinitely 
in every direction with approximately equal distances from 
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one another, the number of them revealed by a telescope will 
be proportional to the space it brings within visual range. 
On the other hand, if the stars are less densely distributed at 
a great distance in any direction, then the number of faint 
distant stars seen in that direction will fall short of being 
proportional to the space penetrated by the instrument. 
For this reason it is important to find the number of stars of 
each magnitude down to the limits of range of the most 
powerful telescopes. 

Consider first what the apparent distribution in magnitudes 
would bo if stars of every actual size and luminosity were 
scattered uniformly throughout space. Take a large enough 
volume so that accidental groupings will not sensibly aff(^(d. 
the results. For example, suppose there are 5000 stars in 
the first six magnitudes and compute the number tliere should 
be, under the hypothesis, in the first seven magnitu{les. 
The sixth-magnitude stars are 2.512 • • • times iis blight 
as the seventh-magnitude stars. Since the amount of light 
received from stars of given absolute brightness varies in¬ 
versely as the squares of their distan ces, it follows that stars 
of the seventh magnit\ide are V2.512 . • • = 1.585 • • • times as 
distant as corresponding stars of tlu^ sixth magnituch^. 
Therefore! the volume occupied by stars out to the seve^ntli 
magnitude, inclusive, is (1.585 • •-y = 3.98 ••• timers that 
occupied by the first six magnitudes. Hence*, if the stars 
were uniformly (listtil)uteel and the light of the remote ones 
were in no way obstnict(!(l, there would bo 3.98 • • • times as 
many stars in the! first sovem magnitudes as in the first six 
magnitudes, or nearly 20,000 stars. The ratio is the same 
for the total number of stars up to any two successive! 
magnitudes because the particular magnitudes do not 
enter into its computation. And it can be shown etisily 
that the ratio of the number of stars of any magnitude to tho 
number of the next magnitude brighter is also 3.98 • • •. 

It remains to examine the results furnished by tho obs(!r- 
vations. The st^rs are so extremely numerous that only a 
2n 
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small fraction of the total number within reach of modem 
instruments has been counted. But an approximation to the 
solution of the problem of determining the number of stars 
has been obtained by counting sample Regions of known size 
in many parts of the sky, and then multiplying the result 
by the number necessary to include the whole celestial sphere. 
By far the most extensive work of this kind has been carried 
out by Chapman and Melotte of the Royal Observatoiy at 
Greenwich. They made use of stars down to magnitude 
17.5, where 4,000,000 of them send to the earth only a little 
more light than one star of the first magnitude. Their 
results are given in the following table: ^ 


Table XIV 


MAQNiTunn 

NmiBBB 07 Stabs 

Maqnitddb 

Numbbb 07 Stabs 

5 to 6 

6 to 7 

7to 8 

8 to 9 

9 to 10 

10 to 11 

2,026 

7,095 

22,550 

65,040 

172,400 

426,200 

H to 12 

12 to 13 

13 to 14 

14 to 15 

15 to 16 

16 to 17 

961,000 

2,023,000 

3,964,000 

7,824,000 

14,040,000 

25,390,000 


The ratio of the number of stars of a given magnitude to 
the number of stars one magnitude fainter is 3.5 at the 
beginning of the table, and it continually decreases to 1.8 
at the end. Therefore, not only is the ratio for every 
interval of one magnitude less than the 3.98 corresponding 
to uniform distribution of the stars, but it falls off about 50 
per cent in 12 magnitudes. 

What conclusions can be drawn from the facts given by 
the table ? It is certain that the stars cannot be uniformly 
distributed to indefinite distances unless there is something 

1 The numbers in the first of this table disagree with those in Table II 
because here, in the first line, for example, the number is that of stars from 
magnitude 5.0 to 6.0, while in Table II the corresponding number is that of 
stars whose magnitudes are 4.5 to 5.5. 
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which prevents their light from coming to us. If there were 
a sufficient number of dark stars and planets, the light from 
remote luminous stars would be shut oS; but the number of 
non-luminous bodies required to account for the black sky 
would be millions of times the number of bright ones. In 
spite of the fact that certain variable stars (Art. 288) prove 
the existence of relatively dark bodies, and that analogy 
with the planets would lead to the conclusion that there 
are many non-luminous bodies of secondary dimensions, 
it seems extremely improbable that they are sufficiently 
numerous to explain the observed phenomena. But if the 
obscure matter were finely divided, as in meteoric dust, a 
given mass of it would be a much more effective screen,^ 
and the total mass requirements would not be so severe. 
Finely divided material would not only absorb light, but it 
would scatter the blue light and cause distant stars to appear 
redder than nearer stars of the same character. 

There are certain phenomena which give slight support 
to the hypotliesis that there is some scattering of light of 
this nature, but they are not conclusive. One of them is 
directly related to tlie question in hand. Kapteyn found 
from an investigation of stars down to the fourteenth magni¬ 
tude, part of the data being furnished by the visual obser¬ 
vations of Sir John Herschel, that tlie number of stars of 
the fainter magnitud(\s is much greater than is given in the 
ta])le of Chapman and M(‘lotte. The faintest stars used in 
the construction of th(‘ir table* are obtained from the Franklin- 
Adams ])hotographic charts of Greenwich. Turncu’ has 
suggested that, l)e(aius(‘ of the s(*.att(*ring of light, the remote 
faint stars may he d<*fici(‘nt in the blue end of the spectrum, 
to whi(Ji photographic plates are most s{*nsitiv(s and conse¬ 
quently that a considerable* part of the stars belonging visu¬ 
ally to a certain magnitude belong photographically to a 
fainter magnitudes In spite of thesse poHsil)le indications of 

^ The of opiiq\ic nmttor of total nuiMH in <!Utting off 

light is inversely proportional to the radius of its stiparnte parts. 
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scattered particles, it seems extremely improbable that the 
falling off of the star ratio from 3.98 to 1.8 is due appi'eciably 
to this cause. 

The most obvious, though not necessary, conclusion which 
has generally been drawn from the table is that the stars are 
limited in number and that they occupy a limited poiiiion of 
space. In the first seventeen magnitudes there are in round 
numbers 55,000,000 stars. Chapman and M-elotte derived 
a simple formula which represented the numbers closely 
for these magnitudes, and then, under the assumption that 
the same formula holds indefinitely beyond, they deter¬ 
mined the magnitude for which there are as many stars 
brighter as there are fainter, and computed the total number 
of stars altogether. By this process they concluded that the 
median magnitude lies between 22.5 and 24.3, which are 
several magnitudes beyond the reach of existing instru¬ 
ments, and that the number of stars of all magnitudes is 
between 770,000,000 and 1,800,000,000. It is obvious that 
such an extrapolation is hazardous, and they did not lay 
any particular stress on the results. In fact, the data 
given by the observations can be as exactly represented by 
many other less simple formulae which will give totally dif¬ 
ferent results for the fainter magnitudes. 

There is an even simpler line of reasoning which has led 
many astronomers to the conclusion that the material uni¬ 
verse is limited. Since the stars of any magnitude are 2.512. 
times fainter than those of the next preceding magnitude, 
and, under the hypothesis of uniform distribution, 3.98 
times more numerous, it follows that if the star density did 
not diminish as the distance increases, the stam of each 
magnitude would give us 3.98 ^ 2.512 = 1.58 times as much 
light as those of the next magnitude brighter. Consequently, 
the first 20 magnitudes would give 17,000 times as much light 
as the first-magnitude stars, the first 100 magnitudes would 
give 168,000,000,000,000,000,000 times as much light, and so 
on. If there were no limit to the number of magnitudes and 
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no absorbing matciial, there would be no limit, except for the 
mutual eclipsing of tlio stars, to the amount of light received 
from all of them. The sky would be everywhere ablaze 
with the average brightness of a star, perhaps equal to that 
of the sun. The stars in one hemisphere would give us more 
than 90,000 times as much light as the sun, but actually 
the sun gives us 15,000,000 times as much light as all the stars 
together. Therefore, unless much light is absorbed, the 
hypothesis of uniform distribution of the stam to infinity 
is radically false. 

Is it necessary, therefore, to conclude that the number of 
stars is limited and that they occupy only a finite part of 
space? By no means; simply that they cannot be dis¬ 
tributed with approximate uniformity throughout infinite 
space. It was pointed out by Lambert long ago that, just 
as the solar system is a single unit in a galaxy of several hun¬ 
dred million stars, so the Galaxy may be but a single one out 
of an enormous number of galaxies separated by distances 
which are very great in comparison with their dimensions, 
and that these galaxies may form larger units, or super- 
galaxies, and so on without limit. There is nothing in such 
an organization which is inconsistent with the facts estab¬ 
lished by observation, for it is possible to build up infinite 
systems of stars in this way which would give us only a 
finite amount of light. Hence the conclusion to be adopted 
is that the sun is in th(^ midst of an aggregation of at least 
several hundred millions of stars which form a sort of system, 
and that beyond and far distant from this system there may 
be other somewhat similai* systems in great numbers, which 
may be units in larger systems, and so on without limit. 

It is conceivable that the ether is not infinitely extensive, 
but that it surrounds the stars of the sidereal system (and 
other stellar systems if there are such) as the atmospheres 
surround the planets. Light could not come to us from 
beyond its borders, however many stars might exist there, 
as sound cannot come to the earth from other bodies beyond 
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the limits of its atmosphere. It must be understood that Ibis 
is merely a suggestion entirely without any observational ba^^iH. 

270. The Apparent Distribution of the Stars. — 'Tin* 
brighter stars are quite irregularly distributed over tlu^ sky, 
but a careful examination of the fainter of even those^ which 
can be seen with the unaided eye shows that thc^y arc^ (Con¬ 
siderably more numerous in and near the Milky Way than 
elsewhere. When those stars which can be seen only with 
the help of a telescope are included, the condensation toward 
the Milky Way is still more pronounced. 

Precise numbers for all the stars are known only to th(» 
ninth magnitude; but the star counts of the Herschels, and 
especially the work of Chapman and Melotte, go rnucch 
further and give what are very probably approximat(‘ly 
correct results down to the seventeenth magnitudes. Sinc(‘ 
the stars are apparently condensed toward the Milky Way, 
it is natural to use its plane as the fundamental piano of 
reference. According to E. C. Pickering the north poh* of 
the Galaxy is in right ascension 190° and its declination is 
+ 28®. The Milky Way is very irregular in outline, and it. 
is difficult to locate its center; but its median line is possibly 
not quite a great circle, from which it follows that th(‘ sun 
is somewhat out of the plane near which the stars are con¬ 
gregated. 


Let the center of the Milky Way be the circle from wliicrii 
galactic latitudes are counted. Chapman and Meloltt^ 
divided the sky up into eight zones, the first including tlu^ 
belt of galactic latitude 0° to ± 10°, the second the two b(dts 
from ± 10° to ± 20°, the third the two belts from ± 20° t.o 
± 30°, the foui-th from ± 30° to ± 40°, the fifth from ± 40® 

OAO ^ ^ eighth the regions from ± 70° 1,0 

• ?? belts numbered 

m this order they found for the average number of stars in 

Table'xv' ^ ® 
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Table XV 


ZONM 

I 

11 

III 

IV 

V 

VI 

VII 

VIII 

Gnliuaio 

Jjntitudd 

0 10" 

± 10" to 
±20" 

±20" to 
±30" 

±30" to 
±40" 

±40" to 
±60" 

±60" to 
±fla" 

±00" to 
±70" 

±70" to 
±00" 



Mau. 









1 to 5 

0.27 

0.23 

0.16 

0,11 

0.11 

0.11 

0.13 

0.13 

0 

0.7 

0.7 

0.6 

0.4 

0.3 

0.3 

0.3 

0.3 

7 

2.0 

2.3 

1.8 

1.6 

1.2 

1.1 

1.1 

1.1 

S 

8.0 

7.0 

0.1 

4.8 

3.8 

3.4 

3.2 

3.1 

0 

24 

21 

18 

14 

10 

10 

D 

8 

10 

02 

66 

60 

38 

28 

20 

22 

20 

11 

157 

135 

123 

03 

(53 

02 

62 

47 

12 

303 

311 

280 

190 

136 

141 

116 

100 

13 

798 

058 

660 

409 

276 

296 

240 

205 

14 

1,042 

1,354 

1,142 

770 

631 

572 

482 

392 

15 

3,253 

2,050 

2,080 

1,390 

940 

1,060 

916 

773 

10 

0,150 

4,030 

3,080 

2,340 

1,680 

1,830 

1,030 

1,400 

17 

11,640 

0,170 

6,350 

3,980 

2,870 

3,100 

2,990 

2,610 

Total 1 

24,000 

10,300 

14,300 

0,240 

U,540 

7,000 

0,400 

6,660 


Thrco things follow from this table: (a) Stars of all 
magnitudes down to the seventeenth arc more numerous in 
the plane of the Milky Way than near its poles. Since the 
only reasonahh^ supposition is that the nearer stars are dis- 
trilmted morc^ or less uniformly with no special relations to 
the Milky Way, it follows from the fact the bright stars 
are condensed near the Milky Way that some 'of them ai'e 
veiy distant. Tliat is, the stars differ greatly in absolute 
luminosity, a conclusion confirmed by direct evidence. 
(6) The decrease ip. the number of stars is on the average 
gradual from the Milky Way to its poles, showing that the 
sun is actually in the midst of the clouds of stars on which the 
table is based, (c) The relative condensation in the plane 
of the Milky Way is greater, the fainter the stai*s. This 
proves that the stars are not only much more numerous 
near the plane of the Milky Way, but also that they extend 
to much greater distances in this plane than in the direction 
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fiG. 166 . 


Great star clouds in Sagittarius. 


Pholographcd by ISarnanl at 
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of its poles. The counts of stars by Kapteyn, based in part 
on the visual obsei^vations of Sir Jolin Herschel, give still 
greater relative condensation in the plane of the Milky Way, 
and still more strongly confirm this conclusion. 

271. The Form and Structure of the Milky Way. — Before 
attempting to arrive at a more precise conclusion regarding 
the distribution of the stars in space, it is desirable to obtain 
a better idea of the form and properties of the Milky Way. 

As has been stated, the center of the Milky Way is nearly 
a great circle around the celestial sphere. Its greatest 
noriherly declination (45° to 65°) is at right ascension zero 
in the constellation Cassiopeia, where it is about 20° wide. 
It extends from this point southeastward across Perseus 
with very irregular outlines (Map 1, Ait. 82), and narrows 
down where it crosses the borders of Taurus to a width 
of about 5°. It tlien l^ulgcs widi^r in Monoceros and across 
the northeast corner of Canis Major. Farther south in 
Argo, ^vith its several divisions, it bi^comes as much as 30° 
wide, but its bordcu’s are ii'regulai’, it is broken through by 
vacant lanes, one of whicli in its c(aitiu*4s called the “ coal 
sack,” and at right ascension about 9 hours and dc^clination 
45° south a dark gap stn^tches almost across it. After 
reaching its most soutlua-ly point in Ch'ux it stretcluvs out in 
irregular outline through (Jiuitaurus, part of Musca, Cirelnus, 
Norma, and then nortli again into Ara, Lupus, and Sisorpius. 
In Scorpius and in Sagittarius to the eiust tw) somi^ of the most 
remarkable star clouds in the hc^avens, Fig. 166. Barnarers 
photographs of those regions sliow countless suns massed 
in l)anks, with intervening dark lanes, th(^ wlioU^ ofi.iai 
enveloped by a soft neliulous liaze (see Fig. 167). Noitli- 
east of Scorpius lie Ophiuchus, Scu’pens, and Aquila. From 
Aqiiila and Ophiuchus northward through Vulpecula and 
Cygnus to Cejdieus, the Milky Way is divided longitudinally 
by a rift of varying width and form. This bifurcation, which 
extends through more than 50° of its length, is one of its 
most remarkable features. In Cepheus the two branches 
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join and reach on into Cassiopeia, where the description of 
the Milky Way began. 

It is obvious that the stars do not form any simple system. 
It seems probable that the Galaxy is composed of a large 



Fig, 167. — The region of Rho Opbiuchi.' Photographed by Barnard* 


number of star clouds, each with peculiarities of its own, 
but having relations to the whole mass of stars. Since the 
Milky Way is roughly in the form of a great discus, or 
“ grindstone as Herschel called it, the prevailing motions 
must be in its plane in order to have preserved its shape. 
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This does not mean that the relative velocities would need to 
be great enough to be easily observed; they would, in fact, 
be veiy slight as seen from the enormous distances separating 
the stars from the earth. 

XXII. QUESTIONS 

1. Prove that the magnitudes of stars of equal absolute bright- 
nesB are proportional to tlio logaritluna of their distances. 

2. Prove that, under the hypothesis of the second paragraph 
of Art. 209, the ratio of tlie number of stars of any magnitude 
to the number of tho next magnitude brighter is 3.98. 

3. If tliero are 2000 stars of magnitude 5 to 6, and if the ratio 
for successive magnitudes were 3.98, how many stars would there 
be of magnitude 10 to 17? 

4. Provo that the effectiveness of a given mass in screening 
off light is invcM-sely proportional to the radius of the particles into 
which it is divided. 

5. Show in detail how it follows from Table XV and the as¬ 
sumption under (a) that some of the bright stars are very distant. 
How many of tho 20 first-magnitude stars have parallaxes greater 
than 0".2 (see Table XVI) ? 

6. At what distance, expressed in parsecs (Art. 272), would the 
sun bo a iirst-magnitiide star ? A sixth-magnitude star ? If Canopus 
has a parallax of 0".005, how does its absolute brightness compare 
with that of the sun? 

7. Prove that tho area of one hemisphere of the sky is 92,000 
times the apparent area of the sun. 

8. Prove in detail that conclusion (6) of Art. 270 follows from 
Table XV. 

9. At what time of tho year does the portion of the Milky Way 
which is divided by a longitudinal rift pass the meridian at 8 p.m.? 
If possible, observe it. 

10. Draw a diagram and show that the fact that the central 
line of tJie Milky Way is not quite a great circle proves that the 
solar system is not in the center of the disk of stars of which the 
Milky Way is composed. 

11. The fact that the Milky Way is very oblate implies that it 
has largo moment of momentum about an axis perpendicular to 
its plane. What inference do you draw respecting the general 
motions of stars in exactly opposite parts of the Milky Way ? 

12. If all visible objects belong to the Galaxy, is it possible to 
prove the rotation of the Milky Way by observations of the stars? 
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13. Wliat observational evidence disproves the hypothesis that 
there are infinitely many galaxies distributed with approximate 
uniformity, but separated from one another by distances which 
are enormous compared to their dimensions? 


II. Distances and Motions op the Stabs 

272. Direct Parallaxes of the Nearest Stars. — One of 
the proofs that the earth revolves around the sun is that the 
apparent directions of the nearest stars vary with the posi¬ 
tion of the earth in its orbit (Art. 51). The difference in 
direction of a star as seen from two points separated from 
each other by the mean distance from the eartli to the sun 
is the parallax of the star; or, in other terms, the parallax 
of the star is the angle subtended by the mean radius of the 
earth^s orbit as seen from the star (Fig. 35). If the parallax 
were one second of arc, the distance of the star would be 
206,265 times ^ the mean distance from the earth to the sun. 
This distance, which is a very convenient unit in discussing 
the distances of the stars, is called the parsec, and for most 
practical purposes it may be taken equal to 200,000 astro¬ 
nomical units, or 20,000,000,000,000 miles. It is the distance 
that light travels in about 3.3 years. 

The stars are so remote that the problem of measuring their 
parallaxes is one of great practical difficulty. Alpha Cen- 
tami, the nearest known star, has a parallax of only 0".75. 
That is, its difference in direction as seen from two points on 
the earth^s orbit, separated by the distance from the earth 
to the sun, is the same as the difference in direction of an 
object at the distance of 10.8 miles when seen first with one 
eye and then with the other. Not only is the difference in 
the apparent position of a star very small as seen from dif¬ 
ferent parts of the earth's orbit, but it can be deteimined 
only from observations separated by -a number of months 


^ This number is the number of seconds in the are of a oirolo which equals 
its radius in length. 
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during which climatic conditions and the instruments may 
have appreciably changed. 

The best direct means of determining the parallax of a 
star is by comparing, at various times of the year, its appar¬ 
ent position with the positions of more distant stars. Let S, 
Fig. 168, repi’esent a star whose parallax is required, and S' 
a much more distant star. When the earth is at Ei the 
angular distance between them is Z SEiS'; when the earth 
is at it is SE 2 S', The parallax of aS is Z E 1 SE 2 ; the 
parallax of S' is EiS'E^, which will be negligible if S' is suffi¬ 
ciently remote. It easily follows from the geometry of the 
figure that the parallax of S minus the parallax of S' equals 
the difference of the measured angles SE\S' and SEzS'. 



Fig. 168. — Dotormination of parfilhix from npparont olmiiROH in roliitivo 

poHitiuus of Htiirs. 


Hence, if the parallax of S' is inappreciable, the parallax of 
S can be found. 

In practice the position of S is measured with respect to 
a number of comparison stars. At present the work is done 
almost entirely by photogi-aphy. Plates of a star and the 
surrounding region are secured at different times of the year, 
and the distances between the stars are measured under a 
microscope on a machine designed for the purpose. The 
scale of the photograph is proportional to the focal length 
of the telescope, and consequently for this purpose only 
large and excellent instruments are of value. 

With pi’esent means of measurement, a parallax of 0".02 
or less cannot be determined with sufficient accuracy to be 
of much value; in fact, the probable error in one of 0",05 
is large. The great distances of the stars can bo inferred 
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from the fact that only about 100 are known whose parallaxes 
come within the wider of these limits. 

The distances of stars whose parallaxes are 0".2 or greater 
can be measured with an error not exceeding about 25 per 
cent of the quantity to be determined. There are at present 
19 such stars known, 9 of which are too faint to be seen with¬ 
out optical aid. These stars are given in Table XVI. When 
the distance of a star of known magnitude has been deter¬ 
mined, the total amount of light it radiates, or its luminosity, 
as compared with the sun can be computed. The luminosity 
of each of the nineteen stars is given in the fifth column. 


Table XVI 


Stab 

Mag- 

NITtlDB 

Pabaii- 

LAX 

Distance 

(Faiisbob) 

Luminosity 

(SuN^l) 

Mass 

(SUN-1) 

Velocity 
(Mi. per Sec.) 

a Gdiitauri . . 

0.3 

ff 

0.76 

1.32 

2.0 

1.9 

20 

Lalande 21,185 . 

7.6 

0.40 


0.009 

? 

36+ 

Sirius .... 

-1.0 

0.38 

2.63 

48.0 

3.4 

11 

T Ceti .... 

3.0 

0.33 


0.50 

? 

20 

Procyon . . . 

0.5 

0.32 

3.13 

9.7 

1.3 

12 

C. Z. S>‘243 . . 

8.3 

0.32 

3.13 

0.007 

? 

170 

£ Eridani . . . 

3.3 

0.31 

3.23 

0.79 

7 

14 

61 Cygni . . . 

6.6 

0.31 


0.10 

? 

63 

Lacaillo 9352 

7.4 

0.29 

3,46 

0,019 

7 

72 

Pos. Med. 2164. 

8.8 

0.29 1 

3.45 

0.006 

7 

23+ 

£ Indi .... 

4.7 

0.28 

3.67 

0.26 

7 

54 

Groombridee 34 

8.2 

0.28 

3.67 

0.010 

7 

30+ 

OA(N.) 17.416 . 

9.3 

0.27 


0.004 

7 

14+ 

Krueger 60 . . 

9.2 

0.20 

3.86 

0.006 

? 

11+ 

Altair .... 

0.9 

0.24 

4.17 

12.3 

7 

22 

7} Caasiopeiffi 

3.0 

0.20 


1.4 

1.0 

20 

O' Draconis . . 

4.8 



0.6 

7 

30 

Lalazkle 21,258 . 

8.9 


Bn 

0.011 

? 

66+ 

OA(N.) 11,077 . 

9.2 


■■ 

0.008 

7 

46+ 


The 19 stars of Table XVI together with our sun occupy a 
sphere whose radius is 5 parsecs. If they were uniformly 
distributed in this space, the distance between adjacent 
stars would be about 3.7 parsecs, or 12.2 light years. In 
view of the fact that a number of stars in the list are far 
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below the limits of visibility without optical aid, it is reason¬ 
able to suppose that there may be a considerable number 
others within 5 parsecs of the sun which are as yet undis¬ 
covered. 

It should not be supposed that attempts have been made 
to measure the parallaxes of all stars brighter than the 
ninth, or even the sixth, magnitude. • The process is exces¬ 
sively laborious, and only those stars are selected which are 
believed to be within measurable distance, or which are 
objects of especial interest for other reasons. A star with a 
given motion across the line of sight will apparently move 
faster the nearer it is to the observer. Consequently, 
those stars will be nearest on the average whose 'proper 
motions, as they are called, are greatest. As a rule only those 
stars are examined for parallax which have been found to 
have large proper motions. 

Unchn' tht^ hypothcises that the stars are uniformly dis¬ 
tributed througliout the space occupied by the Galaxy and 
that their density is the same as it is in the vicinity of the 
sun, the ext(^nt of the stellar universe can be computed. 
Supposes the spac^e o(!cupiod by the stars is spherical in shape 
and that th(u*e are 500,000,000 of them. Then it turns out 
that, untler the hypotheses adopted, the radius of this sphere 
is 1500 parsecs, or 5000 light-years. Since the Galaxy is very 
much flattened, the distance to its poles is probably only a 
few hundred parsecs while the borders of its periphery are 
probably several thousand parsecs from its center. 

One very interesting and important conclusion follows from 
Table XVT, and that is that the luminosities of the stars 
vary enormously. For example, Sirius radiates 12,000 
times as much light as OA(N.) 17,415. These differences in 
luminosity may be due to the fact that some stars are larger 
than others, or at least partly to the fact that some are 
intrinsically more brilliant than others. Probably both 
factors are imporiant. Some stars are certainly much more 
massive than others, and the table gives examples of stars 
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whose masses differ very much less than their luminosities. 
For example, while the mass of Sirius is only 3.4 times that 
of the sun, its luminosity is 48 times as great. But Sirius is a 
double star and presents in its own system a still more 
remarkable contrast. The mass of the brighter component 
is approximately twice that of the fainter one, but in lumi¬ 
nosity it is at least 5000 times greater. There are other stars, 
such as Rigel and Canopus, which, though they are so remote 
that no evidence of their having measurable parallaxes has 
been found, shine with the greatest brilliancy. Their lumi¬ 
nosity must be at least several thousand times that of the sun. 
In fact, the average luminosity of the stars visible to the 
unaided eye probably exceeds that of the sun several hun¬ 
dred fold. It must not be assumed from this that the 
luminosity of the sun is below the average, for it is exceeded 
in luminosity by only five of the 19 stars in the table. 

In order to determine the velocity of a star its motion both 
along and across the line of sight must be found. The proper 
motions of all the stars in Table XVI are known, but the 
radial velocities of six of them are unknown; in these cases 
a plus sign is placed after the number giving the velocity 
because the radial component is not known. It follows from 
the table that the leas luminous stars move with much 
higher velocities than the brighter ones. The average speed 
of those five stars whose luminosities exceed the sun is 17 
miles per second, while the average speed of the six whose 
luminosities are less than 0.01 that of the sun is more than 
50 miles per second. Since the more luminous stars are 
almost certainly the more massive, it follows that the more 
massive stars move more slowly than the smaller ones. 

One may inquire to what extent reliance can be put in 
conclusions baaed on only 19 stars. When compared to 
hundreds of millions the number is ridiculously small, but all 
the conclusions which have been stated are strongly supported 
by the evidence furnished by the much more numerous stars 
having smaller and less accurately determined parallaxes. 
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273. Distances of the Stars from Proper Motions and 
Radial Velocities. — The parallaxes of possibly 100 stars have 
been determined by direct means with considerable accuracy. 
Probably not over 1000 are within reach of present instru¬ 
ments and methods. Are astronomers doomed to remain 
in ignorance as to the distances of all the other stars which 
fill the sky? By no means. There are several indirect 
methods of finding the average distances of classes of stars. 

Consider all the stam of a large class, say the stars of the 
sixth magnitude. Suppose they are moving at random; 
that is, that they do not tend to move in any particular 
direction, or with any particular speed. Suppose both their 
proper motions and their radial velocities have been deter¬ 
mined by observation. Under these hypotheses as niany 
stars will be approaching as receding, and the velocities of 
approach will average the same as those of recession. Also, 
the proper motions will be as numerous and as large in one 
direction as in the opposite. The extent to which these 
conditions are fulfilled is a measure of the accuracy of the 
assumptions. 

Whatever the individual motions of the class of stars 
undci* consideration, they will have an average speed of mo¬ 
tion which may bo represented by V. The average compo¬ 
nent of motion toward or from the observer will be as can 

be shown by a mathematical discussion. This is the aver¬ 
age radial velocity as determined by the spectroscope, and 
is therefore known. The average component at right angles 
to the line of .sight is found by a mathematical discussion 
to be 0.7854 V. This quantity is therefore also known 
because V has been given by spectroscopic observations. 

Now consider the proper motions. They are expressed 
in angle, and they depend upon the distances of the stars 
and the speed with which they move across the line of sight. 
Since both the linear speed across the line of sight and the 
angular velocity, or proper motion, have been found, the 
distances of the stars can be computed. 

2i 
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The hypotheses on which this discussion has been made 
are not exactly fulfilled, and the necessary modifications of 
the proposed method must now be considered. 

274. Motion of the Sun with Respect to the Stars. — Since 
the stars are in motion, it is reasonable to suppose that 
the sun is moving among them. Such was found to be 
the case by Sir William Herschel more than a century ago. 
He proved by observations extending over many years that 
the apparent distances between the stars in the direc¬ 
tion of the constellation Hercules are increasing, on the 
average, and that they are decreasing in the exactly opposite 
part of the sky. He interpreted this as meaning that 
the sun is moving toward the constellation Hercules, and 
it is obvious that this would explain the observed phe¬ 
nomena; for, as objects are approached, they subtend 
larger angles. While HerscheFs observations gave the 
direction of motion of the sun, they did not give its 
speed, which could be found by this method only if the 
distances of the stars were known. Since the distances of 
only a few stars can be measured directly, there is little hope 
of determining the motion of the sun in this way with any 
considerable degree of accuracy. 

The spectroscope has been used to determine both the 
direction of the sun’s motion and also the rate at which it 
moves. Instead of finding as many stars approaching as 
receding in every part of the sky, as was assumed in the dis¬ 
cussion in Art. 273, it has been found that the stars in the 
direction of the constellation Hercules on the whole are 
relatively approaching the sun, while those in the opposite 
direction are relatively receding. This means that with 
respect to the stars which were observed the sun is moving 
toward Hercules. 

The best determination of the direction of the sun’s motion 
from proper motions of the stars is by Lewis Boss, who based 
his discussion on the 6188 stars in Ms catalogue. The best 
spectroscopic determination is by W. W. Campbell, who 
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baaed his discussion on the radial velocities of 1193 star 
measured at the Lick Observatory and its branch in South 
America. The results of these determinations are as follows: 



Right 

Ascdnbion 

DdOXJNATION’ 

Sphbd 

Solar Apox (Boss) . . 

Solar Apox (Campbell). 

270‘.6 ± I'.S 
208°.6 ± 2’’.0 

+ 34‘‘.3 ± 1°.3 
+ 26‘’.3 ± I'-S 

? 

12 mi. per seo. 


The agreement of these results in right ascension is remark¬ 
able, and the disagreement in declination is small consider¬ 
ing the difference in the methods and the stars used. 

The number of stars used by Boss in his determination of 
the direction of the motion of the sun is so great that he could 
divide them up into separate groups and make the discussion 
for each one separately. He took the stars of various galac¬ 
tic latitudes and obtained essentially the same result for 
each group. Dyson and Thackeray found from another (the 
Groombridge) list of 3707 stars that the declination of the 
apex of the sun’s way increases from + 16° for the brightest 
stars to + 43° for those from magnitude 8.0 to 8.9. This 
was confirmed by Comstock, who found even a greater decli¬ 
nation for the apex of the sun’s way as determined from still 
fainter stars, but the result must be accepted with reserve 
until it is {3onfirmed by a discussion depending on a much 
larger and better distributed list of stars. The spectra of the 
stars are divided into a number of classes (Art. 295), and it 
was found both by Boss and by Dyson and Thackeray that 
the declination of the apex of the sun’s way is about 12° 
gi’eater when determined from stars of Secchi’s second type 
than it is when determined from stars of the first type. But 
the results altogether indicate that the sun is moving, rela¬ 
tively to the few thousand brightest stars, toward a point 
whose right ascension is about 270° and whose declination is 
about 34°, and that the speed of relative motion is about 12 
miles per second. 
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The motion of the sun with respect to the stars evidently 
requires some modification of the process described in Art. 
273. There is, however, no real difficulty, because the effect 
of the sun^s motion can be avoided by considering only those 
components of the proper motions of the stars which are at 
right angles to the line of the sun's way. 

Campbell made a determination of the mean parallaxes of 
the stars down to magnitude 5.5 by the method of this 
article. The brighter stars were not sufficiently numerous to 
give very reliable results. He found that the mean parallax 
of stars of magnitudes 4.51 to 5.50 is 0".0125, corresponding 
to a distance of 80 parsecs. This volume is 4096 times 
that occupied by the 20 nearest stars, and if the stars were 
uniformly distributed throughout it, the total number of 
them down to magnitude 5.50 would be 81,920, which is 
much in excess of the number actually observed. 

276. Distances of the Stars from the Motion of the Sun. — 
The parallaxes of only a comparatively small number of stars 
can be measured directly because their distances are so enor¬ 
mously great compai'ed to the diameter of the earth's orbit. 
If the orbit of the earth were as large as that of Neptune, the 
problem would be much easier because of the larger base line 
which could be used. But the sun's motion can be made to 
afford an indefinitely large base line in statistical discussions, 
as will now be shown. 

Suppose first that all of the stars of the observable sidereal 
universe except the sun are relatively at rest. The motion 
of the sun among them will give them an apparent displace¬ 
ment, or proper motion, in the direction opposite to that in 
which it is moving. The farther a star is away the smaller 
this proper motion will be. If a star is so far away that no 
displacement due to the sun's motion can be observed in one 
year, then 10 years, 100 years, or any other necessary num¬ 
ber of years may be used. Eventually the effect of the sun's 
motion will be observable. Since the sun travels about 4 
astronomical units per year, it follows that the parallax of a 
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star is one fourth of that part of its annual proper motion 
which is clue to the motion of the sun. 

The false hypothesis that all the stains except the sun are 
relatively at rest has greatly simplified the problem. As a 
matter of fact, the stara ai^e moving with respect to one an¬ 
other in various directions and with various speeds, and the 
proper motion of a star is due both to its own motion and also 
to the motion of the sun with respect to the system. Since 
the actual motion of any particular star is in general un¬ 
known, it is necessaiy to take the average motions of many, 
and then the results will be consistent, for the motion of the 
sun is defined with respect to the many. For any class of 
stars th(i average proper motion perpendicular to the direc¬ 
tion of the sun’s motion will be zero, while the average proper 
motion in the direction of the sun’s motion will depend only 
on their distance and the speed of the sun. 

This statistical study of the stars was taken up about 20 
yeai^s ago l)y Kapt(\yn, of Groningen, who pursued it with 
rare skill and great industiy. A number of other astroiiomcM’s 
have also made imiiortant contiibutions to the subject. It 
is interesting to note the different kinds of woi’k which con¬ 
tribute to t\m final results. In the fii^^t place, th(^ pr()])ei’ 
motions of the stai-s are involved. They are obtained from 
two or more detcTininations of apparent position separatcMl 
by consiilerable inkn'vals. In fact, the longer the intervals 
the more accurately are the proper motions <letermined. In 
the second place, the spectroscope is of fundamcmtal impor¬ 
tance because it furnishes the motion of the sun with r(^spe(^t 
to the stars. Since certaiji classes of stai's may be moving tus 
a whole with respect to other classes (Art. 278), it follows that 
the spectroscopic determination of the motion of the sun 
should depend upon all those stam whoso distances ai‘(^ 
sought from their proper motions. At present the radial 
velocities of stai-s fainter than the sixth magnitude can 
obtained only by costly long exposures, and the practical 
limits do not reach beyond the eighth magnitude. On the 
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other hand, the determination of the proper motions of stars 
many magnitudes fainter offers no observational difficulties. 

276. Kapteyn’s Results Regarding the Distances of the 
Stars. —As wiU be seen in Art. 295, most of the stars are of 
two principal spectral types. Type I, of which Sirius and 
Vega are conspicuous examples, are white or bluish white. 
Their spectra are characterized by absorption lines due to 
hydrogen in their atmospheres. They are intensely hot and 
probably always of large mass. Type II are the yellowish 
stars, of which the sun, Capella, and Arcturus are examples. 
The atmospheres of these stars contain many metals. 

Kapteyn derived formulfiB giving the mean parallaxes of 
aU stars of each magnitude, and also the mean distances of 
stars of each spectral type separately. Table XVII gives 
Kapteyn's results transformed from parallax to parsecs and 
using Campbeirs more recent determination of the rate of 
motion of the sim. 

Table XVII 
Distances in Parsecs^ 



AIjL Stass 

BpBCTRAIj 

Typh 1 

SpBOTBAJi 

Typb II 


24.2 

39.4 

16.8 


31.0 


21.6 


39.7 

64.7 

27.6 


50.9 

82.9 

35.4 


66.3 


45.4 

6 

83.7 

136.3 

58.2 



174.7 

74.7 



224.0 

95.7 



287.2 

122.7 



368.3 

157.4 



472.1 

201.7 



605.3 

258.6 



776.0 

331.6 



994.9 

426.2 



1275.5 

545.0 


* One parseo equals 200,000 astronomical unitSi or in round numbers 
20,000,000,000,000 miles. 
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It must be remembered that Table XVII gives mean resxilts 
derived from the proper motions and radial velocities of 
many stars. The results may be in error for the first few 
magnitudes because there are not enough bright stars to 
make the statistical method reliable. They may also be in 
error for the fainter stars because these stars were not used in 
deriving the formulae by which the computations were made. 

If the table is correct, the sun is far below the average of 
the stare in brilliancy. According to the measures of Wol¬ 
laston, Bond, and Zollner its magnitude on the stellar basis 
is — 26.7, or it gives us 120,000,000,000 times as much light 
as a first-magnitude star. Since the light received from 
a body varies inversely as the square of its distance, at the 
mean distance of the first-magnitude stars the sun would 
send us only 0.005 as much light as comes from a first-magni¬ 
tude star. That is, the firet-magnitude stare average about 
200 times as brilliant as the sun. It must not be concluded 
from this that the stars of all magnitudes average so much 
more brilliant than the sun, for those of the first magnitude 
are a group selected because of their great brilliancy, 

277. Distances of Moving Groups of Stars. — If the two 
components of a double star are found to be moving in the 
same direction and with the same apparent speed, the con¬ 
clusion to be drawn is that they are relatively close together 
in space and that they are physically connected; for, if they 
were simply in the same direction from the earth without 
being related, their apparent motions would almost certainly 
differ either in speed or direction. While the conclusion 
might be erroneous in the case of only two stars, it could 
hardly fail to be true if many stars were involved. 

The study of the proper motions of the stars has shown 
that there are several groups which have sensibly identical 
proper motions; or rather, as the result of perspective, 
there are many stars which apparently move with the same 
speed toward a common point in the sky. These groups 
are widely scattered and many of their members would not 
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be suspected of being associated with the others except for 
the equality of their motions. For example, Sirius belongs 
to a group which includes five of the stars in the Big Dipper. 

The best-known group of stars of the type under considera¬ 
tion comprises part of the Hyades cluster, in the constellation 
Taurus, and some neighboring stars scattered over an area 
about 15° in diameter. This group, which includes 39 known 
stars, was exhaustively discussed by Lewis Boss. The stars, 
in their proper motions, all seem to move along the arcs 
of great circles. Boss found that the great circles of all 
^ the stars of the 

^ Taurus stream 

''^ intersect in a 

'>>4. common point 

/ /' whose right as- 

/ * cension and dec- 

/ lination arc, for 

the position of the 

/ equinox in 1875, 

/ 6 h. 7.2 m. and + 

/ 6° 56'. It can be 

/' shown that this 

Q ^ > p means that the 

Fig. 169. — Components of motion in moving groups stars of the group 
of stars. ___ 

are moving in 

lines parallel to the Une from the observer to the point of 
intersection of the circles. That is, their direction of motion 
is defined in this way, and since the stara cover a consider¬ 
able area in the sky the point toward which they are moving 
is very well determined. 

It will now be shown that if, in addition to the data already 
in hand, the radial velocity of one of the stars of the group 
can be obtained, then the actual motions, the distances, and 
the luminosities of all of them can be determined. Let 0, 
Fig. 169, be the position of the observer and OP the direction 
of motion of the stars of the group. Let S be one of the 
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stars which is moving in the known direction SA with an 
unknown speed. Suppose the component is measured 
by the spectroscope. Then, since the angle A8B, which 
equals the angle POS, is known,- the whole component SA 
and the proper-motion component SC can be computed. 
That is, the actual distance SC is found and the proper 
motion to which it gives rise was already known. There¬ 
fore the distance OS can be computed. Since all the stars 
of the group must have the same total motion SA, for other¬ 
wise they would not remain long associated, the distances of 
all the members can be determined from their respective 
proper motions. Of course, it is practically advantageous to 
measure the radial velocities of many, or all, of the members 
of the group. When the distance of a star of known magni¬ 
tude has been found, its absolute luminosity can b(^ com¬ 
puted. 

By these methods Boss found that the Taurus group is a 
globular cluster whose center is distant about 40 parscuss 
from the earth. Since its apparent diametcu* is about 15°, 
its actual diameter is about 10 parsecs. There is a slight con¬ 
densation toward the ctuiter of the cluster, but in tlie group 
as a whole the star density is only a little greater than it is 
in the vicinity of the sun. The distances between th(^ stars 
of the group are so g]*eat that foreign stam could pass i.hi'ough 
it without having tluur motions appreciably disturb(Hl. In 
fact, in the motion of the cluster it ccrt-ainly swei^ps past 
other stam and there arc probably several strangcjrs now 
within its borders. Boss found that 800,000 years ago the 
cluster was half its pn^sont distance and its apparent Hiz(! was 
twice that at present. In 65,000,000 years it will hav(^ 
receded until it will appear from the earth to be a coini)a(!t 
group one third of a degree in diameter, made up of stars of 
the ninth magnitude and fainter. 

All the 39 stars of the Taurus cluster are much greater in 
light-giving power than the sun. The luminosities of oven 
the five smallest are from five to ten times that of the sun, 
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while the largest are 100 times greater m light-giving power 
than our own luminary. Their masses are probably much 
greater than that of the sun. 

The Ursa Major group of 13 stars is another wonderful 
system. It is in the form of a disk whose thickness is only 
4 or 5 parsecs while its diameter is 60 parsecs. The dis¬ 
tances of the members of this group from the sun vary from 
2.6 parsecs, in the case of Sirius, to 22 parsecs for the stars of 
the Big Dipper, and over 40 paraecs in the case of Beta 
Auriga. The luminosities of the stars vary from 7 to more 
than 400 times that of the sim. 

There is another fairly well-established group in Perseus 
which was discovered almost simultaneously by Kapteyn, 
Benjamin Boss, and Eddington. There are several other 
probable groups in which the proper motions are so small 
that the results have not been established beyond all ques¬ 
tion. In a universe of many stars it is inevitable that there 
should be many accidental parallelisms and equalities of 
motion. Stars are at present regarded as forming a related 
group only if there is something quite distinctive about their 
positions or motions. 

278. Star-Streams. — In 1904 Kapteyn announced a very 
important discovery respecting the motions of the stars. 
He found that, instead of moving at random, most of the 
stars belong to two great streams having well-defined direc¬ 
tions of motion. Stars in all parts of the sky, of all magni¬ 
tudes so far as the proper motions are known, and of all 
spectral types, partake of these motions. The phenomena 
do not seem to be local, so to speak, as was true in case of 
the groups considered in Art. 277. Yet it would be going 
too far to conclude that all the stars in the clouds which make 
up the Milky Way belong to these streams, for the discussion 
was based on only a few thousands of stars, while there are 
hundreds of millions in the sky. It seems probable that the 
Galaxy is made up of a great many of these streams. There 
is, in fact, some reason to believe that there is a third drift 
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containing stars of the so-called Orion type. But the evi¬ 
dence for the existence of the two streams discovered by 
Kapteyn is conclusive, and his results have been verified by 
several other astronomers. And in connection with the 
larger problems of the Milky Way, it is interesting to note 
that both streams are moving parallel to its plane. 

With respect to the sun as an origin the points toward 
which the stars are moving are: 

Apex of Drift I: Right Ascension, 90®; 

Declination, —15®. 

Apex of Drift II: Right Ascension, 288° ; 

Declination, —64®. 

If the motion of the sun is eliminated and the stars are 
considered only with reference to one another, the two 
streams necessarily move in opposite directions. With this 
reference, the vertices of the two drifts according to Edding¬ 
ton’s discussion of the stars in Boss’s catalogue are : 

Right Ascensions, 94®, 274°; 

Declinations, +12®, —12®. 

About 60 per cent of the stars on which the discussion was 
based belong to Drift I and 40 per cent to Drift 11. They are 
intermingled in space so that one set of stars is passing 
through the other. Their relative velocity is about 24 miles 
per second, or about 8 astronomical units per year. 

279. On the Dynamics of the Stellar System. — The 
stars are at least several hundred millions in number, they 
occupy an enoimous space, and they arc moving with respect 
to one another with velocities averaging about 20 miles per 
second. In the two centuries during which their proper 
motions have been observed, they have in all cases moved in 
sensibly straight lines with uniform velocities. Likewise, 
spectroscopic determinations of motion in the line of sight 
give no evidence of anything but uniform rectilinear motion. 
These statements require modification, however, in the case 
of the binary stars (Art. 283). 
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There is no doubt that the paths of the stars eventually 
curve, but the time covered by our observations is as yet far 
too short for us to detect these deviations. It compares 
with the vast intervals required for the stars to move across 
the sidereal universe as one tenth of a second compares with 
the period of the earth’s revolution around the sun. 

The first question that springs to the mind is whether the 
stars travel in sensibly fixed and closed orbits similar to .those 
of the planets, or move on indefinitely throughout the region 
occupied by the stars without ever retracing any parts of 
their paths. Since observations cannot at present answer 
this question, the reply must be based on dynamical considera¬ 
tions. There is clearly no central mass among the stars and 
there is no center about which they seem to be distributed 
with anything approaching symmetry. Moreover, their 
motions give no hint that they are moving, even temporaiily, 
around some central mass or point. 

The conclusion is inevitable that the stars describe more 
or less irregular paths, in the course of time probably extend¬ 
ing into all parts of the sidereal system. In fact, the Galaxy 
was likened by Kelvin to a great gas in which the stars cor¬ 
respond to the molecules. When they are far apart their 
mutual attractions ai'e inappreciable, just as molecules do 
not interfere with the motions of one another except at the 
times of collisions. If two stars should collide they would 
probably coalesce, the heat generated by their impact chang¬ 
ing them into the nebulous state. Tliis would be quite dif¬ 
ferent from an elastic reboimd of molecules. But actual col¬ 
lisions would be excessively rare and near approaches would 
be relatively much more frequent. A near approach is 
dynamically equivalent to an oblique impact of perfectly 
elastic bodies, as is illustrated in Fig. 170. In this figure 
C is the center of gravity around which as a focus the two 
masses (assumed equal) describe hyperbolas. It is easy to 
see that the motion before and after near approach is similar 
to that of two elastic spheres colliding a little to the right of 
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their respective centers. Consequently there are some good 
grounds for comparing the sidereal system to a vast mass of 
gas. 

There are, however, fundamental differences between a 
gas and the stellar system. In a gas the collisions are the 
impoifiant events in the history of a molecule, and are the 
only appreciable factors which influence its motion. In the 
stellar system the near approaches of a given star to some 
other one are excessively rare, 
and the attraction of the whole 
system is the primary factor 
determining the motion of the 
individual star. (3r, more 
particularly, a molecule in a 
vessel of ordinary gas has 
thousands of millions of col¬ 
lisions with other molecules 
per second, while the attrac¬ 
tion of th(i whole mass has no 
appreciable effec^t on its mo¬ 
tion. But in th(‘ Hid(‘real 
system, a star will in genei’al 
travel several timi's from oik^ 
of its visii)le bonU'rS to the Fki. 170. — Near upprotioh of two 
opposite ono without ooco ,^,2°’""'“ 

passing near enough to an¬ 
other star to havi? its motion radically altered by the latter, 
while its motion is (controlled by the attraction of the whole 
mass of stars. 

It is difficult to realizes the great distances which separate 
the stars and how fc^eble are the forces with which they 
attract one another. If the earth were at rest, it would fall 
toward the sun less than one (nghth of an inch the first second. 
The distance of tluc ndatively near star Sirius is 500,000 
times as great; and in spite of the fact that its mass is 3.4 
times that of the sun^ in a whole year it would give the sun 
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a velocity of only 0.00007 of an inch per second. Only 
after 900,000,000 years at the present distance would the 
relative velocity of the two amount to one mile per second. 
Long before such an immense time shall have elapsed the 
sun and Sirius will be far separated in space. 

Now consider a group of stars, such as the cluster in Taurus, 
traveling through the stellar system. So far as their mutual 
interactions on one another are concerned the result is the 
same as though they were not moving with respect to the 
other stars. In their motion through space they are subject 
as a whole to the changing attractions of the other stars, 
and individually to possible close approaches. These fac¬ 
tors may be considered separately. 

The Taurus cluster consists of 39 (possibly more) stars 
which occupy a space whose diameter is roughly 10 pai*secs. 
From the high luminosity of the individual members of the 
group it is reasonable to suppose that they have large masses, 
and it will be supposed that they average 10 times the sun 
in mass. It will be assumed that their motions are such 
that they are neither simply falling together nor scattering 
more widely in space, and that they are distributed uniformly 
throughout the volume which they occupy. That is, it is 
assumed that there is a balance (speaking roughly) between 
the gravitational forces among them and the centrifugal 
forces due to their relative motions. With these data and 
assumptions their maximum velocities with respect to the 
center of gravity of the group, and the time required for one 
of them to move from one border of the group to the oppo¬ 
site, can be computed. 

It is found that the velocities of the stars of the group with 
respect to their center of gravity will always be less than 
0.4 of a mile per second, and this maximum will be approached 
only very infrequently. If their masses are comparable to 
that of the sun instead of being 10 times as great, the veloci¬ 
ties relative to their center of mass will always be less than 
0.13 of a mile per second. Consequently, the internal motions 
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of the group due to the mutual attractions of its members 
will always be small, and the fact that at present the stars 
are moving in sensibly parallel lines with the same speed does 
not in the least justify the conclusion that the members of 
the cluster are in any sense young. It is also found that the 
time required for a star to move from one side of the group 
to the other under the attraction of all the stars in it is 
25,000,000 years. At present it does not seem safe to put 
any time limits on the life of a star, and consequently it 
may be supposed, at least tentatively, that the cluster has 
been in existence long enough for the stars of which it is 
composed to have mode many excursions across it. The 
mutual interactions of the stars have a tendency to make 
the cluster uniformly spherical with the stars of greatest 
mass somewhat condensed towm*d the center. The approxi¬ 
mate sphericity of the group is in harmony with the hypothe¬ 
sis that it is very old. 

It remains to consider the effect on the cluster of its pas¬ 
sage through star-str(^wn space. The result depends, of 
course, upon the star density of the region which it traverses. 
It has been seen that there are 20 known stars within 5 
parsecs of the earth. It is not unretisonable to suppose 
that there are 10 otlu^r stars within the same distance of the 
earth which are at pnjsent unknown. Under the iissumption 
that the stars art^ scattiTod uniformly with a density such 
that there are 30 within a sphere whose radius is 5 parsecs, 
it is found that, on tlu^ average, the cluster will have to pass 
over a distance of 5700 paraecs in order that at least one of 
its 39 members shall pass another sttir within 1000 times 
the distance from the eaiih to the sun. Since the cluster 
moves at the rate of about 16 miles pei* second with respect 
to the stars now surrounding it, about 40,000 years will be 
required for it to describe one parsec; and to pass "over 
5700 parsecs will require more than 200 million years. But 
6700 parsecs is probably far beyond the limits of the visi¬ 
ble universe, and before the cluster shall have traversed any 
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considerable fraction of this distance the attraction of tlie 
great mass of stars in the Galaxy will have radically altcM’ed, 
and possibly reversed, its motion. 

While the stars of the cluster pass close to other stars only 
after very long intervals, they are continually to 

slight disturbing forces which affect tliem somewhat un¬ 
equally. This results in a slight tendency to scuittej* the 
members of the group. One might be tempt(^d to (joncliide 
from the fact that it is still veiy coherent that its age should 
be counted in hundreds of millions of ycMxrs at the most. 
But it is impossible to determine how many stars oiku^ l)(‘- 
longing to it have been tom from it by near apin'()ach(‘H to 
other stars, or how many of the smaller original stars hav(^ 
been thrown to its borders by its internal intcu'actions and 
then removed by the differential attractions of (‘xtiM’ior 
bodies, or how much more condensed it may foruK'rly hav(^ 
been. In short, no certain conclusions respecting tlu^ ag(^ of 
one of these moving clusters can be drawn from th(^ jxrojx'r- 
ties of the motion of their members at present. 

It is now possible to pass to. the consideration of tlie whole 
sidereal system. The stai’-streams discovered by Ka])teyn 
and the form of the Galaxy suggest that it is niad(^ up larg(9y 
of many vast star clouds which move at least a]>]M'oxiniat(‘ly 
in the plane of the Milky Way. There is a general tendency 
for the mutual interactions of the members of v.iivM stjir 
cloud to reduce it to the spherical or symmetrically oblnte 
form. Moreover, the stars of smaller mass gradually a(^(|uii'(‘ 
greater velocities at the expense of the larger stai's, just, as 
in a mixtm'e of gases of molecules of diffei'ont weights 
lighter ones on the average move faster than thc^ lu'avier 
ones.^ The fact that the individual star clouds ar(i not 
spherical would argue that they have not had time to acquirer 
the symmetrical form of equilibrium, if it were not for tla^ 
fact that their passage through and near to other Him- 
clouds may occasionally introduce great irregularities. 

But all the star clouds which together constitute tho Milky 
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Way may ticniHidorod as being simply a much larger sys¬ 
tem. If it. remains isolated from all other systems, it will 
similai’ly ttmd toward a symmetrical form. Its irregularities 
])oiut toward the conclusion that its age is not indefinitely 
great; and this would be a necessary conclusion if there were 
not the possibility, or perhaps even probability, of the exist- 
of othia* galaxies beyond our own near which, or through 
which, ours pass(\s after intervals of time of a higher order 
of magnitiule than any so far considered. These families of 
galaxi(‘s may be units in still larger systems, and so on with- 
oui. limit. Thia'i^fore it is impossible to conclude from the 
irr(‘gulari(i(‘s in tlu^ star clouds or galaxies that they have 
not l)(*(‘n of inliuiti^ duration. It should be added at once 
[\\i\i most astronoiiHM's bi^lieve, chiefly on the basis of the 
finite amount of ciuM'gy of the stars, that they have not 
cxist(‘d for au infinit(‘ time. 

Whih' it. has not l)e(Mi possible to answer the more ambi¬ 
tious (pii'stions whi(*,Ii hav(^ beim raised, there remain others 
wliicli not. wit-bout intiM'est. For example, suppose that 
throughout- th(* whob^ n^gion occupied by the stars they are 
MS iiunK'rous as tbi'y ari' ni'artlK^sun j that is, that there are 
‘2t) or lit) in a splc'rc wliost' radius is 5 parsecs. Suppose, 
furtluM-, tliMl- then' is ('(iiiilibriiim between the attractive and 
c(*nt rifugal forc.(‘s. So far as tlu^se assumptions approximate 
t.li(‘ truth, t.h(‘n^ is a n'lation between the dimensions of the 
whol(‘ st(‘llar syst-ian and tlu' mean velocity of stars at its 
c(Md.(M’, for t.lu‘ v(‘loci1.i(*s depend upon the star density and 
tln^ (»xtcni of thi' ri'gion which they occupy. Inasmuch as 
tin* star density in the lU'ighhorliood of the sun and the 
V(‘lo(ath'S of tlu' stars have been determined by observa¬ 
tions, i\w (extent of thc‘ wliole system can be computed. 

fl^lie solar system, winch is far from the borders of the 
Oalaxy, will l)e supposiHl to he approximately at its center. 
The! moan v('lo(‘ity of the stars hear the sun is about 22 miles 
])er second. fl:'his fact and the assumptions which have been 
made imply that the radius of the Galaxy is about 1100 
2e 
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parsecs and that the total number of stars in it is 260,000,000. 
Although the assumptions are not in exact harmony with 
the facts, it is believed that these results are of the correct 
order of magnitude. And under the same assumptions the 
time required for a star to pass from one side of the system 
to the opposite is approximately 200,000,000 years. Since 
this is probably less than the age of the earth, our sun may 
have traveled in geological times more than once far toward 
the boundaries of the stellar system. 

Whatever may have been the history of any particailar 
star, these results, though they may be appreciably in ((rror 
numerically, imply that the stars have undergone consider¬ 
able mixing. So far as can be determined at pre.sent this 
process will continue in the future, the star clouds which 
form the Milky Way will become more and more uniform 
and the motions of the stars more and more chaotic,, the stars 
of smaller mass will acquire higher velocities than the larger 
ones, at rare intervals every star will pass near some otluir 
star, and possibly at intervals of time of a higher order our 
Galaxy will encounter other galaxies and again be deformed 
and made irregular by them. 


280. Runaway Stars. — Since the average radial velocity 
of a large group of stars is one half the average of their entire 
motions, the spectroscope furnishes the average speed with 
which the st^ move. The average velocity of the stars 
near the sun is about 1.8 times the velocity of the sun or 
22 miles per second. This is 7.5 astronomical units per year 
or one parsec in about 27,000 years. ’ 

^e sto, however, do not all move with even approxi¬ 
mately the same velocity. The variations in their speeds 
are e^denced both by their proper motions and by their 
radial velocities. The star having the largest known proper 
motion,! namely, 8".7 per year, is the sixth in Table XVl' 


““ «Iovonth-maK„it„do 

has not ylt been mIZd 
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and by astronomers is known as G. Z. 5 h. 243, or No. 243 
in the fifth hoixr of right ascension in the Cordoba Zone 
Catalogue. It was discovered by Kapteyn in 1897 from the 
measurement of plates taken by Gill and Innes at the Cape 
Observatory, in South Africa. Its actual velocity is 170 
miles per second, or nearly 8 times the average velocity of 
the stars. The star known as 1830 Groombridge has a 
proper motion of 7" per year. Its parallax, which is not 
yet accurately known, can scarcely exceed 0".l and its 
velocity probably exceeds 200 miles per second. * The star 
61 Cygni is another one in Table XVI which moves at a high 
speed, though its velocity is exceeded by the velocities of 
quite a number of other known stars. 

The stars having high velocities are called “ runaway 
stars because, unless they pass very near other stars in 
their journey through space, they will escape, like molecules 
from a planet, from the gravitative control of the stars which 
constitute the Galaxy, and will recede from them forever. 
This conclusion is inevitable unless the total mass of the 
sidereal system is much greater than has hithei*to been sup¬ 
posed. Even if the extravagant assumption is made that 
there are 1,000,000,000 stars, (^ach iis massive as the sun, in 
a spherical spiice whose radius is 1000 parsecs, it is found that 
a star moving througii its (uuihn* with a speed (xceeding 72 
miles per second will (uitirc^ly (escape from the system unless, 
in its jounicy toward the surfaces, it passes neai' at leiust one 
other star in a pai-ticularly favorable way so that its velocity 
is much reduced. Sineus the i^robability of such a near ap¬ 
proach is very small, we are forced to the conclusion that these 
stars with high velocities luv. only temporary members of our 
Galaxy. The only alteiiiativi^ is that the mass of the sys¬ 
tem is at least 10 times a,s great as has been estimated. 

If the total mass of the stellar system is gi’eatly in excess 
of the estimates which have been made, the resulting attrac¬ 
tive forces are greater than the centrifugal forces due to the 
average motions of the stars, and, therefore, the stars must 
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be on the whole falling together. That is, either the run¬ 
away stars will actually escape from the Galaxy entirely, or 
the stellar system will necessaiily become more and more 
concentrated under the mutual gravitation of its parts. 

The question of the origin of runaway stars at once arises. 
Either they have come in from beyond our Galaxy, perhaps 
from a distant one, or their high velocities have been de¬ 
veloped within our stellar system. The first alternative is 
certainly possible though it may appear at first to be im¬ 
probable, especially in view of the enormous time required 
for a star to go from one sidereal system to another. But 
these stars will, in most cases, permanently leave our Galaxy, 
and there is no apparent reason why stars might not equally 
well leave other galaxies. 

The second alternative is also possible, for if a large star 
and a small star pass near each other the velocity of the small 
one may be greatly increased. A series of favorable close 
approaches might easily produce the high velocities which 
are observed. The process is closely analogous to the de¬ 
velopment of high velocities in exceptional cases in a mixture 
of gases, , the light molecules acquiring the highest velocities. 
The diflBlculty in the case of the stars is that the intervals 
between close approaches are so long that the process de¬ 
mands startling lengths of time. Perhaps astronomers in 
the remote future will be able to determine from their 
greater knowledge regarding the masses and the velocities 
of the stars something respecting the length of time during 
which the stars of the stellar system have been subject to 
their mutual attractions. 

281. Globular Star Clusters. — Perhaps the most won¬ 
derful objects in the heavens are the dense globular star 
clusters. They cover portions of the sky generally less than 
30' in diameter, that is, less than the apparent diameter of 
the moon. The brightest of them appear to the unaided 
eye as faint fuzzy stars, but a large telescope shows that they 
are made up of thousands of stars. The most splendid of 
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these ol)joetiS in tlio nortlieru sky is the great Hercules cluster 
(Fig. 171), also known to astronomers as Messier 13, in whicli 



Kmj. 171. Tlip j'lHMil. ^^lolmlnr .hImp (flii.sl.cr hi llonMiIiw (J\1. la). 

Urniihi'tl Uji /CUrfirt/ irUh {/h-/ fd-inrh trlr.sniiu' uf Ihr Ycrkt'a Ohafn^dhtru. 


llit(^li(*y's pliotognij)li, tskeii will) tlj(» gn'at (iO-iiu^li r(*li(M^tor 
of tlu‘ Mt. Wilson Soil'll’ ()l)S(‘i’vatory, sliows inori* than 50,()()() 
stai’s. The gri‘at cluster Omega (Vnl.aiiri, in the houMkm'u 
h(‘avc*iis, is (*v<*n a mon* woiulerful aggregaiion of suns. 
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The individual stars in most of the globular clusters are 
very faint, ranging from about the twelfth magnitude down 
to the limits of visibihty with the instrument employed. 
If we knew the distance of a cluster, we could determine the 
luminosity of its members compared to the sun. Then we 
could answer the question whether the stars in the clustei-s 
are great suns like our own, but which appear faint and 
crowded together only because of their immense distance 
from us, or whether they are examples of an evolution in 
which the mass is distributed among a very large number of 
relatively small bodies. It is not possible to measure directly 
the pai’allaxes of the globular clusters, and their probable 
distances can be inferred only from their proper motions. 
Unfortunately, we do not yet have any positive data beaiing 
on the problem except that their positions in the sky are 
sensibly fixed. This can only mean that they are very dis¬ 
tant, for there are more than 100 clusters Icnown, and it is 
improbable that all of them should be moving in the same 
direction as the sim and with the same speed. It seems to 
be clear from their apparent fixity on the sky that their dis¬ 
tance is at least 100 parsecs and it is much more probable 
that it is 1000 parsecs. At the distance of 100 parsecs the 
sun would be a ninth-magnitude star, while at 1000 parsecs 
it would be of the fourteenth magnitude. If the clustei’s 
are at the smaller distance, their members are much less 
luminous than the sun; if at the greater, they are comparable 
with the sun. 

The problem may also be considered in the reverse order. 
That is, if there are any reasons for assuming that the indi¬ 
vidual stars in the clusters are comparable to the sun in 
luminosity, or related to it in any definite way, then their 
distances can be computed. The stars in the clusters are 
individually so faint that their spectra cannot be studied; 
but valuable information concerning the character of the 
light they radiate can be obtained by photographing them 
first with plates sensitive to the blue and then to the red 
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end of the spectrum. Such work has been carried out at 
the Solar Obscrvatoiy and Shapley finds evidence that the 
stars in the Hercules cluster are like the giant red and yellow 
stars, such as Antares and Arcturus, which are enormously 
more luminous than the sun. If this conclusion is correct, 
the distance of the Hercules cluster is of the order of 10,000 
parsecs. Perhaps a rcjisonablC summary of present infor¬ 
mation would be that globular clusters are almost certainly 
distant much more than 100 parsecs, and that their distances 
probably rangcj from 1000 to 10,000 parsecs. 

The actual dimtiiiHions of the clusters are appalling. The 
distance across on(^ whose apparent diameter is 30' is -j-Jy of 
its distaiKM^ from th(^ (‘ai*i,h, or probably of the order of at 
least 10 parH(^cs. If 50,000 stars were distributed uniformly 
throughout, a Hph(‘r(^ of these dimensions, the average distance 
between adjacent st,ars would bo more than 0.4 parsec, or 
more tlian 80,000 i-imt's thc^ distance from the earth to the 
sun. It is s(*('n from this that, althougli the globular clusters 
are sonunvhnt (iondc'iised toward their centers, the actual 
distances 1)(‘1.wc‘(mi Mk' stars of which they arc composed are 
enormous. Then* is abuiidaiKu^ of room in thorn for almost 
ind(dinii(^ motion wit hout collision, and thei’e is no apparent 
rofison why t-lu^ iiulividual stars should not have planets 
revolving arouml l-lnmi. 

Dynami(^ally, th(‘ glol)ul!ir clusters are much simpler than 
th(‘ (bihixy. Th(\y s(’(‘m to hav(^ arrived at an approxi- 
inat.(dy (ixcvl states of syinmei;rical distribution, though, of 
course, th(> individunl sturs ar(^ in ceas(^Iess motion through 
them. The regularity of tlu'ii’ arrangement implies that the 
process of mixing luis b(a‘ii in operation an enormous time, 
unl(‘ss indeed they start,(‘d in this remarkable state. It is 
not. <lifficult to get at haist an a])proximate idea of the time 
rcKpiinMl for a star to movt^ from tlu^ l)orders to the center of 
a globular e.lust(M*. The distrilmlion of mass in a cluster is 
somewhere lit^twcnni e.oiuhnisatiou entirely at the center and 
uniform density. In the first case the force varies invensely 
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as the square of the distance from the center, and in the 
second, it varies directly as the distance fi'om the center. 
In a cluster whose radius is 5 parsecs and which contains 
60,000 stars, each having the mass of tlui sun, the time 
quired for a star to move from the surfac(i to the C(uiter in 
the first case is nearly 800,000 years, and in the second is 
1,100,000 years. The actual time is of the*, orden- of 1,000,000 
years. Since thousands of these excursions would Ix^ n(xx‘s- 
sary to reduce a group of stai’S with consid(n‘al)le irregulari¬ 
ties in distribution to the symmetrical forms obseiwed, tlu^ 
age of these systems must be eziormous. Only a thouHaiid 
excursions from the peripheiy to the center and l)a(ik would 
require 1,000,000,000 years. It is improbal)le that this 
number is too large (it may be many times too small), and 
it follows that either the stars exist an enormous iinu? i\s 
luminous bodies, or much of the dynamical evolution of 
clusters was completed before the star stage, if, index'd, 
there has been such a preceding stage. And it follows furtlnn’ 
from the sjonmetry of the clusters that for at least hundrc'ds 
of millions of years they have not passed near other chi.st(‘r.s. 

No rapid motions of stars in the globular clusters ar(^ to I ny 
expected. With 60,000 stai's, each equal to the sun in mass, 
distributed uniformly throughout a sphere whose radius is 
5 parsecs, the velocity of a permanent member of the group 
at its center would be only about 4 miles per second. Siinx? 
the actual clusters have strong central condensations, tlu^ 
velocity for the ideal case would be considerably excecxUxl 
by stai's near their centers. Suppose they move at 10 miles 
per second at right angles to the line of sight. At a distancx^ 
of 1000 parsecs they would move with respect to th (3 center 
of the cluster only one second of arc in 300 years. Of coui\s(?, 
if the assumptions as to the distance or masses are wrong, 
the result wiU be wrong, and, besides, a certain small number 
of the stars, especially those of smallest mass, will have 
motions in excess of the mean velocities, But it is improb¬ 
able that relative motions of the members of star clusters 
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will be large enough-in any case to be observable inside of 
several dectides. 


XXTIT. QUESTIONS 

1. Provo that, in Piy;. 1G8, Z - Z EiS'Ei 

2- SuppoHO tlioro nro 30 starH witliiii 5 paraocH of the sim; what is 
tho average dialaiiee between adjacent stars? 

3. Draw a diagriini to ])r()ve tbat IferseherH observations, Art. 
274, aro (»x])laine<l by the eoneliision wliieli he chow. If tJiis conclu¬ 
sion is denied, wliat other must be aoeepted? 

4. If an angle of l".0 can be nu^iusured witli an error not exceeding 
10 per cent, how small a iiarallax (^an bo determined with this d(3gree 
of at^curaey by tlu» nmthod of Art. 275 in 100 years? 

5. Hliow by a diagram tJiat if two stars arc^ moving in parallel 
linos, tluni the great- eir<*-les in wlib'li they apparently move, as seen 
from the earth, intersotd. in a i)oint wln)so diu^ction from the earth is 
the direetion in which th(» stars move (Art. 277). 

(). Sineti l lie vc^locity of our sun is soimvwliat bidow tho average of 
tho vehxiith^s so far nuKisiired, what are th(< probabilith^s of the rohi- 
tion of its ma.ss to tlu^ inass(»s of the observed stars? 

7. If tlie radius of the Ualaxy is 1100 pars('<*s (end of Art. 270), 
liow long would it take the siiii at its ])r(isent speed to pass from the 
e(uiter of tlu^ si(Ier(‘al syst<un l(» its bonlers? 

8. If the velocity of Mi<^ star 1S30 (Iroonibridge is 200 mih^s per 
second and remains constant, how long will be requirtul for it to 
recedes to a clistaiice from which our (hilaxy will appear as a hazy 
patcli of lighl- I" in diamel-iM’? 

0. If tlu'ri^ arev many galaxii's, and if tlu^ distanct's between them 
<10111 pan^ to tlnMr dinunisions like' Mu' distaiu'os Ixitwe'on tho stars 
eonipani to tlm diim'ii.sions of the stars, how long will Ixi required fur 
1830 Groomliridgo to go from our (lalaxy to aiiotlu'r? 

III. lie Stauh 

282. Double Stars. — A f(^vv doubh* Hi-n.rs luiv(^ boon known 
iilrnoHt Himu^ tlu^ invonl-ion of llu? iedt'seopo, but Willinni 
IIor.s<!hol wiUM th(‘ first iusl-ronoinor to Hiuircli for ilioin ,sy,s- 
tonuitioiilly Jind to im^usun^ tlio distancoH and tho diroctions 
of tlujir oomponontH from om^ anothor. His piirpowo in mtuus- 
uring them was to dotoriniiit^ tlu^ parallax of tho iioai'ost ones 
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(Art. 272), for he assumed, perhaps unconseiouHly, tliat tlicf 
sun is a t 3 rpical star, and that when two stars are appai-ently 
in about the same direction from the earth, oik! is simply 
farther away than the other. 

Herschel found a large number of double stara whose com¬ 
ponents were apparently separated by a few seconds of arc 
at the most. A discussion of the probability of th(T(^ Ixdug 
such a large number of stars so nearly in lines piissing thn)ugh 
the earth would have shown him that their apparent prox¬ 
imity could not be accidental. Ho reached tlui same result 
in a few years', for his observations showed him in a con¬ 
siderable number of cases that the two compoin^nts wer{' 
revolving around their center of gravity. That is, instc'iul 
of all stars consisting of single primaiy bodies accompanitHl 
by famihes of planets, there are many which an! l.win suns 
of approximately equal mass and dimension. So far as we 
know, they may or may not have planetary atteaulants, for 
such small objects shining entirely by refleci.ed light would 
be beyond the range of our telescopes ev<!n if they w(Te a 
thousand times more powerful than airy yet (ionstructcHl. 

The names that stand out most prominently in the double- 
star astronomy of the nineteenth century are William 
Struve, Dawes, John Herschel, and Burnham. In Runi- 
ham’s great catalogue of double stars the olxsiirvations and 
descriptions of about 13,000 of these objects are givi'n. N{!w 
ones are constantly being discovered, though tin! nori,h(!rn 
heavens have now been very thoroughly examiiMid with 
powerful telescopes. At the Lick Observatory a surviy of 
the whole heavens to at least -14“ declination was begun 
by Hussey and Aitken and completed by Aitkon. All old 
pairs with a separation not exceeding 5" of arc were obs(!m!d, 
md 4300 new pairs were discovered within the same limits! 
On using a definition of double star which excludes all wider 
p^ except in the case of bright stars, Aitken found that 
there are 5400 of these objects not fainter than the ninth 
magmtude north of the celestial equator. This means that 
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at least one stai* in 18 of those not fainter than the ninth 
magnitude is a double which is visible with the 36-mch 
telescope of the Lick Observatory. Of these stars, 2206 
have an appai’ent angular separation not greater than 1", 
and only 200 are separated by more than 5". A veiy in¬ 
teresting fact is that, compared to the whole number of stars 
of the same brightness, double stars seem to be somewhat 
more numerous in the Milky Way than near its poles. 
Moreover, the average separation of the stars of the spectral 
class to which the sun belongs is considerably greater than in 
those of th(^ so-called earlier types which include the blue stars. 

There are doubtless some cases in which the components 
of a doubles star are at different distances and simply in nearly 
the same direction from the observer. But in general they 
form physical systems which revolve around their centers of 
gravity in harmony with the law of gi-avitation, and these 
pairs are callcul Innanes. According to the law of prolmbility, 
essentially all of tlu^ 5400 doulde stars in Aitken’s list must 
be binaries, for only very rarely would two stars be acci¬ 
dentally so iKMirly in the same direction from us. 

283. The Orbits of Binary Stars. — Th(^ stai-s in all cases 
are so remote' from us that the components of a binary sys¬ 
tem cannot Ix^ s(M*n as sepai*at(^ stars unless they are a great 
distance^ apart. Wui wlu'ii the components of a binary pair 
are far from (‘acli otlu'r, thc'ir pc^riod of revolution is long, 
and observations must i.lu'rc'fore extend over many years 
in ord('r to furnish <lata, for the computation of their orbits. 
Those binary stars whic^h w('re first discovered and whicdi 
have Ix'on longest undc’r observation are not very close 
togcth(U’, and, while in many cmies it is now certain from 
direct obsoiwational ('videruie that they form physical sys¬ 
tems, th(^re an^ only '^10 or 50 in which the observed arcs are 
long enough to defim^ the orbits with any degree of precision. 
In 1896 See published the orbits of 40 of the best-known 
binary stai-s. 

The periods of known visual binary stars range from 5.7 
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years, for Delta Aquilae, to hundreds and probably thousands 
of years. The planes of their orbits are inclined at all 
angles to the line joining them with the earth, so that, as a 
rule, we see their orbits in projection. Indeed, the orbit of 
42 Comse Berenices is sensibly edgewise to us. One of the 
most interesting things about the orbits of binaries is that 
they are generally considerably eccentric. In the 40 orbits 
in See^s list the average eccentricity was 0.48, or twelve times 
that of the planetaiy orbits. The orbit of the binary star 
Gamma Virginis has an eccentricity of 0.9, and therefore the 
greatest distance of the two members of this pair from each 
other is 19 times their least distance. 

284. Masses of Binary Stars. — The masses of those 
planets which have satellites are found from the periods and 
distances of their respective satellites (Art. 154). The 
masses of Mercury and Venus arc found from their attrac¬ 
tions for other bodies, especially comets. The masses of 
celestial bodies are found only from their attraction for otlier 
bodies. It is evident, therefore, that the mass of a single star 
remote from all other visible bodies cannot be found. But 
when the dimensions of the orbit and the period of revolu¬ 
tion of a binary pair are known, their combined mass can be 
computed just as the mass of a planet is computed. 

The periods of binary stars are determined by direct 
observations of them apparent positions. The dimensions 
of the orbit of a binary pair can be detennined from theii* 
apparent distance apart and their distance from the earth. 
The chief difficulty lies in the problem of finding their parallax, 
for only a small number of stars are within measurable dis¬ 
tance from the sun. 

Those binary stars whose periods and distances arc known 
with sufficient approximation to make the mass determina¬ 
tions of value are given in Table XVIII. The masses of all 
those whose parallaxes are less than 0".2 are subject to some 
uncertainty, and the probable error is great if the parallaxes 
are less than 0".l. 
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Table XVIII 


Star 

Par¬ 

allax 

PWIUOD 

Sbmi- 

AXIB 

Com¬ 

bined 

Mass 

Luminos- 

ITT 

a Contauri . . . 

0.70 

81.2 

23.3 

1.9 

2.0 

Sirius. 

0.38 

48.8 

20.0 

3.4 

48.0 

Prooyon .... 

0.32 

39.0 

10.4 

0.7 

9.7 

ri CassiopeiiG . . 

0.20 

300. (?) 

47.4 

1.2 

1.4 

70 Opliiuchi . . 

0.17 

88.4 

26.8 

2.5 

1 1.2 

02 Eridani . . . 

0.17 1 

180.0 

28.2 

0.7 

' 0.8 

Bradley 2388 . . 

0.13 1 

45.8 

8.2 

0.3 

1.0 

85 Pogasi . . . 

0.11 

26.3 

7.7 

0.7 

1 0.8 

^ Horeulis . . . 

0.10 , 

34.5 

13.5 

2.1 

' 11.4 

K Pogasi .... 

0.08 

11.4 

3.7 

0.4 

3.1 

fL 2 Bootia . . . 

0.05 

200. (?) 

21.5 

0.2 

0.7 


In this tiiljlc) the periods are fzjivon in years, the semi-axes in 
terms of the earth’s distance from the sun, the combined 
nuiss in t(n*ms of tln^ sun’s mass, and the luminosity in terms 
of the sun’s luminosity at th(^ same distance. 

Perhaps tlu’i most intcu’estinp; thing brought out by the 
table is thai- tlu^ massc's of all of those stars are comparable 
to that of tlu^ sun, and, wilh the exc^eption of Sirius, their 
]uniinositi(‘S do not differ greatly from that of the sun. 
But th(u*e are not (‘iiough jiairs of stars in the table to justify 
any v(‘.ry positive g(uu',ral e.onelusion. 

If the orbits of (\‘ich of tlie two components of a binary 
star with respect lo tluuj- center of gi*avity arc known, their 
Rei)arate inassc's (^an l)e computed. The problem of deter¬ 
mining the orbits of two stars with respect to the center 
of mass of (.iKiir systmn is veiy difficult because their motions 
with nispcMjt to neighboring stars, or fixed reference lines, 
must be measured. In only a few cases are the results at 
present reliable. The discusHions of Lewis Boss led him to 
tins conclusion that probably in all cases the brighter star 
is the more massive^, a result which is contrary to that which 
wfis sometimes found in earlier investigations. 
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286. Spectroscopic Binary Stars. — The spectroscope has 
contributed Very important results to the study of binary 
stars. Its application depends upon the fact that it enables 
the observer to deteimine whether a source of light is ap¬ 
proaching or receding (Art. 226). Suppose the plane of 
motion of a binary system passes through the earth, as is 
represented in Fig. 172. When the stars are in the positions 
A and -B, one is receding from, and the other is approaching 
toward, the earth. If they have similar spectra, the spec¬ 
trum of the combined pair will consist of double lines (Fig. 



173), for the lines from one will be shifted toward the red 
while the lines from the other will be displaced toward the 
violet. When the stars have made a quarter of a revolution 
around their center of gravity 0 and have arrived at A' 
and S', the lines will not be displaced because the stars arc 
neither approaching toward nor receding from the observer. 
After another quarter of a revolution they will be double 
again because A will be approaching and B receding. 

The data furnished in this way by the spectroscope are 
very important because, in the first place, the separation of 
the lines determines the relative velocity of the stars in their 
orbits. This is true whether the system as a whole is sta- 
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tionary with respect to the earth, as has so far been tacitly 
assumed, or is moving in the line of sight. The period is 
also given. The period and velocity furnish the dimensions 
of the orbit and consequently the total mass of the binary 
system. 

If the two stars of the binary are very unequal in lumi¬ 
nosity, the spectrum of the fainter one will not be obtained, 
but the spectral lines of the brighter one will be shifted 
alternately toward the red and violet ends of the spectrum. 




Pio. 173. — of Miziir, hIiowIiik (l()iil)lo Hiiph above and siiiKlo linos 

Ijolcjw (.period UD.Jj duys). {.Front; Yv.rkvn ObstTvaiorjj.) 


The period is givt‘ii in this case, but only the velocity of the 
brigliter star with i*i^spect to the (tenter of gravity of the 
system is known. vSinc(‘ tlie orbit of one star with respect 
to the other is luuusssarily largcu* than thc! orbit of the brighter 
one with resp(H;t to thc^ c('nl,er of gravity of tluj two, the mass 
computed in this (^as(^ will always be too small. 

It has so far Ixum assumed tliat thc plane of motion of 
the binary star piusses tlirough the earth. This condition 
is njalizid only vi^ry lixci^ptionally, and indeed is not neces¬ 
sary for the apiilication of the method. If the plane of 
motion does not pass exactly through the earth, the meas¬ 
ured radial velocity is only a fraction of the whole velocity, 
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and the size of the orbit and mass of the system based on it 
are both too small. Since the planes of tlii^ orbits of binary 
stars may have any relation to the observer, the measurc'd 
radial velocities are in general smaller than tlie act.ual 
velocities; on the average the former are 0.03 of the 
latter. On the average the calculated mosses iiiv. about 00 
per cent of the true masses. 

The spectroscope is particularly valuable in tlu^ study of 
binary stars because it is not necessary that they sliould be 
near enough to appear as visual binaries. TIk', only iHujui- 
site is that they shall be blight enough (above tln^ (^‘glith 
magnitude with present instruments) to enables astrononu'rs 
to photograph their spectra in a reasonable', time. With 
very few exceptions the spectroscopic binaric^s so far known 
are not also visual binaries. A second advantages of tlici 
spectroscope is that it furnishes at the samei tinu^ loweu* 
limitB for the orbital dimensions and mosses of the stars. 


The first known spectroscopic binary was (liscoverenl l)y 
E. C. Pickering at the Harvard Observatory, in 1880, wheni 
it w^ found that the spectrum of Mizor (f Ursm Majoris) 
consisted of alternately double and single lines (Pig. 173). 
Mizar is a visual double star, but the double lines bc'long to 
a single component of the visual pair. The visual paii* pro! )- 
ably are revolvmg around their center of gravity, but (Ju‘ir 
distance apart is so great that their period of revolution is 
very long and their motions are too slow to be nu^asurcul 
with the spectroscope. 


The first spectroscopic binary in which one of th(^ (iom- 
ponents is dark was discovered by Vogel, at Pot^sdam, in 

711 ^ spectnim of Algol, 

tne wetoown variable star, shift alternately toward tlm 
red and blue ends of the spectrum with the same period hh 
that of Its vanabmty (2 d. 20 h. 49 m.). This confimunl 
the theory that this star varies in brightness because a ivla- 
tively dark one revolves around it and partially oclips(;H it 
at each revolution. The star Mu Orionis has the short period 
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of 4.45 days, and the displacements of its spectral lines are 
considerable (Pig. 174). 

In 1898 only 13 spectroscopic binaiy stars were Icnown. 
By 1905 the number had increased to 140 pairs, 6 of which 
were also visual binaries. When Campbell published his 
second catalogue of spectroscopic binaries in 1910, there were 
306 known pah's. In 19 eases the spectra of both stars had 
been measured, and from the absolute displacements of each 
set of lines their relative masses had been detennined. With 
one possible exception the brighter stars of the systems are 
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Fuj. 174. — Spt'cfra of Mu Orioniu {Frost; YnJens ObstTvntory). 


the more inassivi^. Th(‘ larger stars are generally less than 
twic(^ JUS nuissive iis tlu^ smaller. Of course, the difference is 
probably much great(M‘ in thesis eases where the spectrum of 
the smaller star is too faint, to be observ<Hl. 

286. Interesting Spectroscopic Binaries. — Mizar. As 
has b(MUi statcul, tlu^ ))riglit(*r eoniponent of Mizar was the 
first spiMd.rnseopii^ binaiy discovercHl. The later work of 
Vogel showed t.hat its inuiocl is about 20.5 days, from which 
it follows in coniiectioii with the dimensions of its orbit 
(22,000,000 miles between the two components) that tho 
mass of tho system is at least four times that of the sun. 
The .spcc1.ni of both stars arc present, and their equal displace- 
2l 

































514 AN INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY [ch. xni, 286 

ment proves that the masses of the two components are 
sensibly equal. The center of gravity of the system is ap¬ 
proaching the solar system at the rate of about 9 miles per 
second. In 1908 Frost and Lee found that the other com¬ 
ponent of Mizar is also a spectroscopic binary of the type 
in which the spectrum of only one star of the pair is visible. 
In 1908 Frost announced that AJcor is a spectroscopic binary 
of short period in which both spectra are observable. There¬ 
fore Mizar is a visual double each of whose components is a 
spectroscopic binary, and the neighboring Alcor is also a 
binary. 

Spica. One of the earliest known spectroscopic binaries 
is the first-magnitude star Spica whose spectral lines were 
found to vary by Vogel in 1890. The spectrum of the 
fainter component has also been observed. The period of 
the pair is 4 days, their mean distance from each other is 
about 11,000,000 miles, and their masses (neglecting the pos¬ 
sible reduction due to the inchnation of their orbit) are 
respectively 9.6 and 5.8 times that of the sun. This system 
is receding from the sun at about 1.2 miles per second. 

Capella.\ The first-magnitude star Capella is a spectro¬ 
scopic binary, the spectra of both stars being visible, in which 
the period is 104 days and the mean distance (possibly much 
reduced by the inclination of the plane of the orbit) about 
50,000,000 miles. With these data the masses of this pair 
are found to be at least 1.2 and 0.9 that of the sun. This 
orbit has a very small eccentricity. These stars are re¬ 
ceding from the solar system at the rate of nearly 20 miles 
per second. The parallax of Capella has been investigated 
with the utmost care by Elkin, who found for it 0".09, cor¬ 
responding to a distance of 11 parsecs. At that distance 
the sun would be only as bright as Capella, or approxi¬ 
mately of the fifth magnitude. Since the spectrum of 
Capella is almost exactly the same as that of the sun, which 
naturally leads to the conclusion that the temperature and 
surface brightness of Capella are approximately equal to 
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those of the sun, it seems probable that the orbit of the pair 
is so inclined that the computed masses are much too small. 

Polaris. The pole star has two darker companions dis¬ 
covered spectroscopically by Campbell in 1889. One is very 
close to the bright star and revolves around it in a period of 
a little less than 4 days, while the second companion is much 
more distant and requires about 12 years to complete a 
revolution. These stars are all quite distinct from the faint 
telescopic companion to Polaris. 

Alpha Centauri. Alpha Centauri is at the same time a 
visual and a spectroscopic binary. Moreover, its parallax 
has been very accurately determined by direct means, so 
that the actual distance of the components from each other 
and their masses can be determined (Table XVIII). Since 
the same results can be detennined spectroscopically, their 
comparison afi’oi’ds a valiiabh^ check on the accuracy of the 
results. The spectroscopic data were obtained by Wright 
at tlic branch of the Lick Observatory in South America, 
and the results obtaiiKul fi'om them agree almost exactly 
with those based on other methods. But the spectroscope 
gives th(^ additional fact, which cannot be determined other¬ 
wise, that Alpha (kmtauri is approaching the sun at the rate 
of 13,8 miles p(^r second. 

287. Variable Stars. — A star whose brightness changes 
is said to l)o a varial)le. The first known variable, Omicron 
Oeti, was diseoverecl by Fabricius in 1596. The variability 
of Algol was definitely announced by Goodricke in 1783, 
though it seems to have been noticed a century earlier. 
Th(^ following year lu^ re(!oi'd(Hl the variability of Beta Lyra. 
But variable stars not discovered in any considerable 
numbers until toward th(^ (^losc^ of the nineteenth centuiy. 
Now more than 3000 of th(^se objc^cts are known in addition 
to those whi(;h have be(m found in considerable numbers in 
some of the! globular star (‘.lustem. Some of them vary regu¬ 
larly and pcunodically, with periods ranging from less than a 
day to more than two years; others vary irregularly with- 
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out any apparent rule or order. Some flash out brilliantly 
for a short time and then sink back more slowly into per¬ 
manent oblivion. It is certain that the brightness of eveiy 
star varies slowly because of its changing distance from the 
sun, if for no other reason, but there is no observational 
evidence of a change for this reason. 

Variable stars are classified according to the peculiarities 
of their hght changes, and the principal types are enumerated 
in the following articles. It must be remembered, however, 
that variable stars are strange objects which present nu¬ 
merous exceptions to all rules, 

288. Eclipsing Variables. — If the plane of the orbit of a 
binary pair passes very nearly through the earth, the starn 

partially or to¬ 
tally eclipse each 
other every time 
they are in a line 
with the earth. 
If one of the two 
is a dark star and 
nearly as large as 
the bright one, it 
is clear that the 
hght received 
from the pair will 
remain constant 
As the dark star 
begins to eclipse the brighter one, the hght diminishes very 
rapidly until the time of greatest obscuration, after which as 
a rule the star rapidly regains its normal brightness. How¬ 
ever, in some cases the dark star is very large so that the 
echpse persists for a considerable time, and then the variable 
remains at minim um for a few minutes or possibly a few 
hours. 

The variabihty in the brightness of a star is represented 
by a curve. In Fig, 175 the curve for a typical eclipsing 



Fig. 176. — light curve of typical eclipsing variable 
star. 


except when the brighter star is ecUpsed. 
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variable is given. The time is marked off along the hori¬ 
zontal axis and the brightness of the star is propoiiiional to 
the distance of the cuive above this axis. The parts marked 
a give the brightness when the star shines undimmed by an 
eclipse, the points b are where the light begins to wane as 
the eclipse commences, and the points c indicate the bright¬ 
ness at the moment of greatest obscuration. If the faintcu’ 
star is somewhat luminous instead of being entirely dark, 
there will bo a secontlary and less pronounced minimum. 

The typical eclipsing variable in which one component is 
dark is Algol (B(?ta Persoi), whoso light curve is essentially 
the same as that given in Fig. 175. About 100 stars of this 
type are known, and they are often (jailed Algol variables. 
They are eharactonzed by thcj shortness of thoir ponods, 
many of which are l(\ss tluin 5 days and only 12 of which 
arc longoi’ than 10 days, and I)y the regularity of their light 
curves. Doubih'ss the (‘xplanation of their short pcilods 
is that when i\n\ two stars are fai* apai't tiny do not eedipse 
one another*, (‘vcmi j)a,rtiMlly, unh'ss th(^ iilane of thoir motion 
passes v(jry (^xa(jtly tlii'ough tluj (Mirth. 

Eclipsing variabh's arc. lUMM'ssarily spectroscopic binary 
stars. It inci‘eius(‘s our (JonfidcMictJ in both the mc^ihods and 
th(j interjinjtatious to find tliat the data obtained in tli(J 
two (listiiKjt ways ar(^ |)(‘rfi'(jily in accord. It is not to 1)(^ 
infcjrrod fi’om this tliat the data ai'o (;o('xi(Misiv(j. Tin* s]n'(t- 
troscope funiislnvs tin' vidixaty and lliorefori^ tlio dinn'iisions 
and mass of tluj systinn, (»sp(‘(jially whv.u lioth stars an' lumi¬ 
nous. From thc^ dui’ation of the (‘(jlipsi'S tln^ (linnuisions of 
the stars (?an bc^ found. SIiujij tlnnr nnissc's an^ known, tlu'ir 
(Icnsith'S can tluMi (JomputcJiI. It has b(x>ii found by 
Russ<*ll, Sluiphy, and oUkm’ astronomers that tlici mean den¬ 
sity of the varial>l(‘ stars for wlii(di tlu're are suflicient obs(n- 
vational data is about, one (dglith tliat of the sun. This is a 
remarkable njsult in view of the fact that usually one of tluj 
pair is very dark, and, aecJording to current doctrine, in a 
cond(3nsed state approaching extinction. It should be added 



518 AN INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY [ch. xiii, 288 

that in the case where there is a single minimum the result 
depends upon on assumption as to the relative densities of 
the components, and consequently may be considerably in 
error. 

The period of Algol is 2 d. 20 h. 48 m. 55 s. It is normally 
a star of the second magnitude, but at the time of eclipse it 
loses five sixths of its light. In 1889 Vogel discovered that 
it is a spectroscopic binary. He found that the combined 
mass of the system is two thirds that of the sun, the bright 
star has twice the mass of the darker one, the distance be¬ 
tween their centers is about 3,000,000 miles, the diameters 
of the stars are about 1,000,000 and 800,000 miles, and their 
density is about one fourth that of the sun. Schlesinger 
found that for the similar system Delta Librse the density is 
also one fourth that of the sun. 

There are several variations from the normal Algol 
variable. In one the stars are of unequal size and both 
bright. Then each eclipses the other, but the loss of light 
is different in the two eclipses, and the light curve has two 
minima of different depths. There are often irregularities 
which have not yet been explained. Sometimes the periods 
increase slightly for a number of years and then decrease 
again, showing possibly the presence of a third body. Some¬ 
times the minima as determined photographically do not 
occur at the times found by visual observations. 

289. Variable Stars of the Beta Lyrae Type.—Variable 
stars of the Beta Lyrse type are closely related to those 
which have been considered; in fact, the distinction between 
the two classes seems to be disappearing. Their light varies 
continuously from maximum to minimum and back to maxi¬ 
mum again. The maxima are all equal, but as a rule there 
are two unequal minima. The standard star of this class is 
-Beta Lyrffl (Fig. 176), which is one of the earliest known 
variables and gives the class its name. 

The explanation of the Beta Lyr© variables is that they 
consist of two stars revolving in such small orbits compared 
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to their dimensions that the intervals in which neither ob¬ 
scures the other are very short. While this explanation 
satisfies the phenomena in a general way, there are many 
troubles in connection with the details. For example, about 
a dozen minor variations in the light curve of Beta Lyrse 
have been detected, or at least strongly suspected. Moreover, 
the spectroscopic 
data arc often 
puzzling. But, 
on the whole, 
astronomers are 
satisfied that the 
eclipse explanti- 
tion is the true 
one, and the gap 
between the light 
curves of Algol 
and Beta Lyroe is 
gradually Ix'ing 
filled. In fact, Shapley includ(\s many stars of the Beta Lyr© 
type among ('elij)sing variahlt's of the Algol type. 

290. Variable Stars of the Delta Cephei Type. — The star 
Delta Oplun has giv(Mi its namc^ to a third class of variables. 
In these stars th(^ light eiirv(^s an^ p(U'iodic with periods rang¬ 
ing from a f('w hours to 45 days. But that which particu¬ 
larly characterizes I-Ik'sc stai’s is that they increase very 
rapidly in hrightne^ss from minimum to maximum, and then 
decline much more slowly with many minor irregularities 
modifying the gradual diminution in Inightness. The char¬ 
acteristic's of tluur light (nirv(^s are giv(ui in Fig. 177. There 
are a few, liow(W(‘r, known as the Geminids after Alpha 
Gcminonim, whosc^ light eurves arc nearly symmetzical with 
rcspiict to th(4r ma.xirzia. 

The (explanation of th(^ Ceplieid variables has been a very 
puzzling problem. Glearly their light changes are not ordi¬ 
nary eclipse phenomena, but their spectral lines shift periodi- 



170, — Liglit ciirvo of ii viiriablo star of tho 
Beta Lyru3 tyijo. 
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cally with the periods of their light variations. The natural 
conclusion has been that they ai'e spectroscopic binaries and 
that the changes in light are abnormal eclipse phenomena. 
While the light changes and spectral shifts agree in period, 
they absolutely disagree in phase. That is, interpreting 
the spectroscopic data in the ordinaiy way, these stars are 
brightest when the principal stars arc approaching the 
observer and faintest when they are receding, instead of 
having their minima when they arc eclipsed. Evidently 
there are inconsistencies in the interpretations, and it is 
questionable whether eclipses have anything whatever to do 

with the light va¬ 
riations of these 
stars. A number, 
of other explana¬ 
tions have been 
suggested, the 
most plausibh^ of 
which is that the 
light variations 
are due to in¬ 
ternal oscilla¬ 
tions of the stars 
produced per¬ 
haps by collisions with masses of planetary dimensions. It 
has been found that very moderate oscillations would account 
for the variations in the rates of radiation. According to 
this hypothesis, the shifts of the spectral lines are produced 
partly by internal motions of the stars and partly by the 
effects of alterations in pressure of the radiating parts. 

291. Variable Stars of Long Period. — A majority of 
variable stars belong to the class whose periods range from 
50 to several hundred days. They are not periodic in the 
strict use of the term which is applicable to the Algol variables, 
yet their light varies in an approximately periodic manner. 
But the intervals between maxima, or between minima, are 



Fiq. 177. — Light curve of a variable star of the 
Delta Cephei type. 
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subject to some irregularities, and their luminosities at cop- 
responding phases are by no means always the same. 

The best-known star of tliis class is Omicron Ceti, the 
first known vanable. It has been observed through more 
than 300 of its cycles, and yet it has not been found possible 
to formulate any law describing accurately its light varia¬ 
tions. Its maxima and its minima arc subject to as great 
irregularities as the intervals between corresponding phases. 
In 1779 William Herschel saw it when it was nearly as bright 
as Aldebaran, while 4 years later it was not visible even 
through his telescope. This means that it was at least 10,000 
times as bright 
at its maximum 
ius at tliat par¬ 
ticular mini¬ 
mum. Ordinai'ily 
its maximum is 
much b('low that 
obs(‘rv(Hl by Her- 
sehel ill 1779, 
and its miiiirmim 
is consi(l('rably 
ab()V(' the limit 
of visibility with 
Ills t('l(*sco])<*. ()mieron C(4,i was ealleil Mira^ tlic^ wonderful, 

and 300 y(*ars of obsiavation have only added to the mystoiies 
iLsso(;iat(Kl with its ])(»culiar lieliavior. 

Th(' geiKM'al elianu^tcuistiivs of the light curves of variable 
stars of long pi'riod is a slow, but gnwlually aeeeh^rated, 
incHMise in brightness followed by a mu(!h more gradual 
d(^cline. Tlu^ sj^ectroscope shows marlanl changes in tluar 
speiitra, but no (widiaice of their being spectroscopic 
binaries. They are nearly all i-ed and arc probably of not 
very high temperatures. Th(^ cause of their variation 
seems to lic^ within tlic^ stars thenisclvf^s, yet it is difficult 
to imagine any internal ilisturbances wliich would produce 



Eicj. 17vS. — Light oiirvo of viiriiiblo wlar of long 
IXJriotl. 
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the remarkable fluctuations which are observed in many 
stars of this class. 

292. Irregular Variable Stars. — In addition to the classes 
of variable stars so far enumerated, there are others whose 
variations have no semblance of periodicity. Some flash 
out with relatively great brilliancy after intervals usually 
counted in years. These stars are generally, if not always, 
red. Others unaccountably fade away now and then and 
sometimes become invisible through good telescopes, even 
though they had been ordinarily visible with the unaided eye. 
These stars are sometimes associated, at least apparently, 
with faint nebulous masses. 

293. Cluster Variables. — A very interesting and im¬ 
portant discovery was made in the last decade of the nine¬ 
teenth century by Bailey at the South American branch of 
the Harvard Observatory. He found that in the great 
globular cluster, Omega Centauri, 125 stai*s were variable 
out of the 3000 which he examined. He and other astron¬ 
omers have found similar variables in many other globular 
star clusters. In a given cluster the range of variability is 
nearly the same, usually a magnitude or two, the character 
of the light variation is essentially the same, and the periods 
are approximately the same, generally less than 24 hours. 
Their light curves are closely similar to those of the variables 
of the Delta Cephei type, and it is really a question whether 
the cluster variables should be considered a separate class. 
The brightness increases with great rapidity from their 
minimum to a luminosity at maximum from two to six times 
as great. Then they diminish in brightness much more 
slowly to their minimum, at which they remain nearly 
stationary for a few hours at most. 

The approximately equal periods and range of variation 
of the cluster variables indicate that they are very much 
alike in spite of the enormous distances which separate them. 
Possibly they were once much more ahke and now differ to 
some extent because of slightly different courses of evolu- 
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tion or present environment. Or, possibly, though not 
probably, there is some great common cause for their changes, 
a force causing pulsations in scores of stars distributed widely 
throughout the clusters. Although nearly 2000 of these 
objects have already been discovered and studied, astrono¬ 
mers have no idea as to the reasons for their peculiarities. 

294. Temporary Stars. — Occasionally stars have been 
observed to blaze forth in parts of the sky (mostly in the 
Milky Way) whore none had previously been seen, and then 
to sink away into obscurity in the course of a few weeks or 
months. They arc characterized by a sudden rise to one 
great maximum of brilliancy wliich, notwithstanding later 
temporary increases, is never repeated. One of the most 
remarkable of these stars of which there are any records 
blazed out in Cassiopeia in 1572 and was for a time as bright 
as Venus. This is the star which attracted the attention of 
Tycho Brains and turned him to astronomy. The interest of 
K(;pler also was stimulated by the discovery of a temporary 
star in ()i)hiuchus in 1004. At its maximum it was as bril¬ 
liant as ,lupit(‘r. It must not be supposed all temporary 
stars are so brilliant, for only a few rise to such splendor. 

In recemt timers the numl)er of temporary stars discovered 
lias greatly in(',r(*as(Ml, both because more observers are 
scanning the sky than ev(’r l)(4or(^, and more especially be¬ 
cause' th(‘y an' now n^corcU'd by photography. In the last 
30 years 10 of these o])jee4H have been discovered, 15 of 
which were found first on th(^ photographic record of the sky 
which is Ix'ing s(*eur(^d at the Harvard College Obseiwatory. 
Only 10 of these stars w(*re discovered from 1572 to 1886, 
when the jihotography of tlu^ sky was first systematically 
begun at Harvard. 

Tomi)orary stars arc^ called novee^ or new stars. A de¬ 
scription of one of them will give a good idea of the charac¬ 
teristics of nil of them. Cue of the most interesting and best 
studied nova of recent tim(is is the one discovered by Ander¬ 
son, February 22, 1901, in Perseus. On the 23d of February 
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it was brighter than Capella, wlhle an examination of the 
photographs of the region taken by Pickering and by Stanley 
Williams showed that on the 19th it was not brighter than 
the 12th magnitude. In the short space of four days its 
rate of radiation had increased more than 20,000 fold. 
Twenty-four hours later it lost one third of its light, and 
within a year it had dwindled to the 12th magnitude, or near 
the limits of visibility with a telescope of considerable power. 
Its light curve for the first three months after its maximum 

is shown in Fig. 
179. 

The changes in 
the spectra of the 
novae are as re¬ 
markable as their 
changes in lumi¬ 
nosity. Very 
early in their de¬ 
velopment they 
have (at huisi; in 
case of those 
stars which were observed early) dark-line spectra. Shortly 
thereafter bright lines appear. In the case of Nova Aurigae, 
discovered in 1892, and the first temporary star whose spec¬ 
trum was examined in any detail, the dark lines and bright 
lines were both visible at one time. The displacement of the 
bright lines showed, on the basis of the Doppler-Fizeau 
principle, a velocity away from the earth of over 200 miles per 
second, while the dark lines showed, on the same basis, an 
approach toward the earth of more than 300 miles per second. 
There are abundant grounds for doubting the correctness of 
this interpretation, but no satisfactory explanation is at hand. 
These phenomena are characteristic of novse in general. As 
they become fainter the dark lines vanish and the bright lines 
characteristic of nebulae appear, except that in the novae they 
are broad while they are narrow in the nebul©. 
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The most interesting thing observed in connection with 
Nova Persei was the nebulous matter which was later found 
around it. Its existence was first shown on photographs by- 
Wolf taken August 22 and 23, 1901. Later photographs by 
Perrine and Ritchey showed that it was gradually becoming 
visible at increasing distances from the star. It looked as 
though the star had ejected luminous matter, but it was 
found on computation that, if this were the correct explana¬ 
tion, the oxpollcid matter must have been leaving the star 



Fiq. 180. — Nolnilntiit.y HiiTrounrliiifi Nova Poraci on Sept. 20 and Nov. 13, 
1901. Pholourdphvd by HUclify at the Ycr/ccs Obaervatory. 


with about the velocity of light. This, of course, is improb¬ 
able if not impossible. 

The temporary stars demand explanation. The theory 
Wiis siigg(^sted l)y Kapt(\yn and W. E. Wilson, and expounded 
in detail l)y S('eliger, tliat th(M*(^ is invisible nebulous or 
meteoric mattcii' lying in various ])arts of space, particu¬ 
larly in the region ocuaipied by the Milky Way (there is con¬ 
firmatory evidence of this hypothesis); that there are dark 
or very faint stars (confirmc'd by ]ilienomeiia of eclipse 
variables); that the dark stars, rushing through the nebulse, 
blaze into incandescence os meteors glow when they enter 
the earth's atmosphere; that the heating is only superficial 
and quickly dies away, to be partially revived once or twice 
by encounters of the stars with stray nebulous wisps; and 
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that the nebulous ring observed around Nova Persei became 
visible as it was illuminated by the light from the star itself. 

The explanation of Kapteyn at first seems plausible, but 
there are serious objections to it. In the first place, the 
photographs of Nova Persei indicate strongly that the ex¬ 
panding nebulous ring surrounding it WJis due to something 
actually moving out radially from the star. In the second 
place, the density of the nebula demanded to account for 
the enormous rise in luminosity is impossibly high. In the 
third place, the fact that the star stays at its maximum only 
a very short time implies a nebula whose thickness is in¬ 
credibly small. 

Lindemann has developed the hypothesis that novae are 
produced by collisions of stars with stars. If one star should 
encounter another in central collision with the great speed 
at which they would move as a consequence of their initial 
motion and mutual gravitation, the heat generated would 
be enormous. If they were of equal mass and started from 
rest, the heat developed would be five sixths of that 
which would be generated, according to the principles of 
Helmholtz, by the contraction of both of them from infinite 
expansion. This heat would be developed in a few hours, 
or days at the most, and the temperature of the combined 
mass would rise enormously. But with increase of tem¬ 
perature there would be corresponding expansion, which 
would result in a diminution of the temperature. If the 
stars were originally gaseous, the final temperature after 
expansion would be lower than that before collision because 
the conditions are the opposite of those in Lances law (Art. 
216), according to which the temperature of a gaseous star 
increases as it loses heat by radiation and contracts. Or, 
stated directly, if heat could be applied to a gaseous star by 
radiation or otherwise, it would expand and increase its 
potential energy at the expense, not only of all the heat sup¬ 
plied, but also partly at the expense of that which it already 
possessed. 
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While in a general way the collision theory of the origin 
of novse corresponds with the observations, it is not without 
difficulties. Obviously, actual collisions of stars would be 
excessively rare phenomena. Lindemann finds that in 
order to account for the observed number of temporary 
stars there must be about 4000 times as many dark stars as 
there are bright ones. Such a large number of obscure 
masses would radically modify the dynamics of the stellar 
system (Art. 270); and it is generally regarded as improb¬ 
able that so many of them exist. 

296. The Spectra of the Stars. — The spectra of the stars 
differ as greatly as their colors. They were first classified 
in 18()3, by Secchi, who divided them into four groups. 



Ki<{. ISl. .sp(*cirum of Siriun {S(*o<^hi’s Typo 1). 


While more p()W(‘rful instnumuits have shown many new 
facts and have niad(‘ it n(Mu\ssary to add many new sub¬ 
classes, tlu' four typ(\s ([(‘scnlxul by Sec<4u still form a general 
basis for (classificat ion. A more (hctaikxl classificcation, which 
is now nui(‘h iis(‘d, was (hwiscul by E. C). Puckering, Miss 
Maury, Mrs. Fhaning, and Miss (kmnon in connecction with 
th(i great photographic survey of stellar spccctra which is 
being made at ih(‘ Harvard College Observatory. 

Type L Stars of S<cc(chi's first typcc anc blue or bluish 
white. lOxamph's an* Sirius, V(*ga, and all bright stars in 
the Big Dipp(*r (*xcept t-he first om^. Nearly half of all stars 
examin(*d are of this type. Their spectra are brightest 
toward the viohet end, indicating presumably that they are 
at high tempccraturtis. Thc^ spectrum of Sirius is shown in 
Fig. 181. 
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Type I, in Secchi’s system, includes Types B and A of 
the Harvard system. Type B is often called the Orion type 
because of the abundance of these stars in Orion, or the 
helium type, because the absorption lines are due almost 
entirely to helium, while the metallic lines which are char¬ 
acteristic of the aun^s spectrum are absent. The Type A, 
or Sirian stars, are characterized by strong hydrogen absorp¬ 
tion lines in their spectra, and almost complete absence of 
metallic lines. 

Type IL The stars of the second type are somewhat 
yellowish; they are called solar stars because their spectra are 



Fio. 182. — Spectrum of Beta Geminorum (Harvard ClaHs K). Photofjrapht'd 
at ihe Yerkea Observatory. 


similar to that of the sun. That is, the lines of helium ai’c 
absent, the lines of hydrogen are still present, and there 
are many fine metallic fines. The stars of the second typo 
are about as numerous as those of the first type. 

Secchi's second type includes three classes of the Harvard 
system. Those nearest like the Sirian stars arc called Type 
F, or the calcium type. In their spectra the hydrogen lines 
are still conspicuous, though somewhat reduced in density, 
and two lines, known as H and K, due to calcium have 
become conspicuous. Following the class F is the class G, 
of which the sun is a typical member. Then come the stars 
of Type K, of which Beta Geminorum and Arcturus are ex¬ 
amples, in which the intensity of the hydrogen lines is re¬ 
duced until they are less conspicuous than some of the 
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metallic lines. The spectra of these stars are given in Figs. 
182 and 183. 

Type III, Stars of the third type are red, and the two 
most conspicuous examples of them are Antares and Betel- 
gcuzo. Only about 500 of these stars are known, and many 
of tliem arc^ variable. Their spectra show heavy absorption 
bands, due almost entirely to titanium oxide, which are 
sharp on their borders toward the violet and which gradually 
fade away toward the red. The fact that a compound exists 
.in these stai*s indicates that their temperatures are lower 
than those f)f Types I and 11. The same thing is indicated 
by their colors in accordance with the first law of spectrum 
analysis (Art. 223). In all known cases they have veiy small 
proper motions, which means that they are immensely re- 



Eitj. 1S3. — SpcMitruiii of A^(^(.u^lH (Hiirviinl f’lii.sa K). Pliot^fjraplicd at the 
YvtIcvh ObHtrvaiory. 


mote from th(» sun. smdi brilliant stars as Antares 

and Hetelg(niZ(‘, whose light is largely absorbed, must be 
enormous objiM'.ts. Tiny are almost (U‘rtainly many thou¬ 
sand timers groatiM’ in volume than our own sun. 

The stars of Siuu^hi’s third type are of Type M in the 
Harvard system. They ai*(‘ (livi<led into two chief sub¬ 
classes, Ma n-nd Mb ; a third sulx^lass Md includes the long- 
period variable stars whosc^ spectra show bright hydrogen 
lines in addition to the l)aiids chara(d.eristie of the whole type. 

Type IV, The 250 stam of Hecchi’s fourth type are all 
faint and of a (h^ep retl {^oloi‘. Their spectra have heavy 
absorption baiuls, or ilutings, sharp on the red side and in¬ 
definite on the viokd’., being in this respect opposite to the 
stars of the third type. The absorption bands in this case 
are probably due to carbon compounds. These stars arc all 
2m 
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very remote from the sun, and nothing is known of their 
absolute magnitudes, or of their masses and dimensions. 

The Wolf-Rayet Stars. There is another class of stars, 
discovered in 1867 by Wolf and Rayet at the Paris Observa¬ 
tory. They are Type 0, having five subdivisions, in the 
Harvard system. Their spectra consist of fairly continuous 
backgrounds on which are superimposed many dark lines 
and bands, some few of which are due to helium and hydro¬ 
gen, but most of them to unknown substances. They con¬ 
tain in addition many bright lines. The metallic; lines of the 
solar spectrum are quite unknown in these stars. Of the 
more than 100 stars of this type so far discovered, all arc 
situated either in the Milky Way or in the Magellanic Clouds 
in the southern heavens, which have most of the characteris¬ 
tics of the Milky Way. 

296. Phenomena Assocmted with Spectral Types. — A 

large number of phenomena combine to show that the classi¬ 
fication of stars according to their spectra is on a funda¬ 
mental basis. The order of arrangement from the simplest 
to the most complex spectra is: 


Secohi’s Tyi>es: Wolf-Rayet; I; II; ITT; IV. 

Harvard Types: 0; B, A; F, Q. K; M; N. 


If the gaseous nebulse were included, they would be put 
ahead of the Wolf-Rayet stars. There is a fairly continu¬ 
ous sequence of spectra from Type 0 to Typo M, but there 
is an abrupt break between Types M and N. 

The principal phenomena which are associated with the 
spectral types and which agree on the whole, in arranging 
the stars in the same order, are: 

(a) The average radial velocities of the stars, detennined 
largely at the Lick Observatory and its southern branch, 
and discussed by Campbell, are slowest for stars of Type B 
and increase to Type M. The results, as given by Campbell, 
with velocities expressed in miles per second, are: 


Types: B, A, F, G, K, M, 

Velocities: 4.0, 6.8, 8.9, 9.3, 10.4, 10.6, 


Planetary Nebula. 
15.7 
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(b) The average velocities of the stars across the line of 
sight, as determined by Lewis Boss, show a similar relation 
to the spectral type. The results are: 

Types: B, A, P, G, K, M. 

Velocities: 3.9, 6.3, 10.0, 11.5, 9.4. 10.6. 

Those results together with those depending on the spectro¬ 
scope establish the fact that the stars of Types B and A 
move on the average only about half as fast as those of 
Types G, K, and M. 

(c) In Kapteyn^s star-stream I, the B and A stars are 
relatively nuinerous, the F, G, and K stars occur less fre¬ 
quently, and the red stars are very few in number. In the 
star-stream II, the B and A stars are not numerous, the F, 
G, and K stars occur in relatively great numbers, and the 
M stars are scarce. 

(d) Wliihi th(n'o are two great star-streams, there are very 
many divergencies from them on the part of individual 
stars. The stars of Type B scarcely show the star-stream¬ 
ing tendeiK^y, those of Type A conform very closely to the 
two streams, and succeeding typos show more and more of 
heterogeneity of motion. 

(c) On consid('ring only stars brighter than magnitude 6.5 
so as not to liav(^ tlic' \vm\tH intliienced by the myriads of 
remote stars, it is foinid that th(^ B stars are 10 times as 
numei’oiis in the Milky Way as near its poles, the A stars 
are less strongly comhmsed in tlu^ Milky Way, and finally, 
after (^ontinllous gradation through the various types, the 
M stars are scatteixMl uniformly ovei* the sky. 

(/) For a given magnitude th(^ stars of Type B are more 
remote than thost^ of Typ(^ A, which, in turn, arc more re¬ 
mote than those suc(^e(Mling down to Type G ; then, beyond 
Type G, the distances increase to stars of Type M, whose 
distances are excec^ded only by the B stars. This means, 
of course, that the B stars arci most luminous, the A stars 
less luminous, tluj G stars least luminous, while the M stars 
are more luiniiioua than any except the B stam. 
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(g) The proportion of B stars which are spectroscopic 
binaries is large, the proportion is less for the A stars and 
it decreases through the list of types tp M, 

(A) Lower limits to the combined masses of spectroscopic 
binaries can be determined (Art. 285). The average mass 
of those of Type B is about 7.5 times the average mass of 
all other types. 

(i) The average period of spectroscopic binaries of Type B 
is very short, the average is a little longer for stars of Type A, 
and increases through Types F, G, K, and M. 

(j) The average eccentricity of the orbits of spectroscopic 
binaries is small for stars of Type B, is larger for stara of 
Type A, and is increasingly larger for stars of the Types P, 
G, and K, in order. 

297. Evolution of the Stars. — All the resources of science 
have been taxed to the utmost in attempting to discover the 
present constitution and properties of the sidereal system. 
At the best, astronomers have barely begun to explore the 
wonders of that part of infinite space which is within the 
reach of modem instruments. Moreover, their observational 
experience is limited to a moment of time compared with 
the immense ages required for appreciable changes to take 
place in the heavenly bodies. Hence it may seem presump¬ 
tuous for them to attempt to discover the mode, or modes, 
of evolution of the stars. Any theories of stellar evolution 
that may be developed at the present time are probably no 
more than first approximations, and they may be entirely 
wrong. 

Astronomers almost univemally hold that the stars have 
contracted from the nebulfis, and most of them believe that 
with increasing age they have gone, or are now going, suc¬ 
cessively and in order through the spectral types B, A, F, 
G, K, and M. The B stars are of very high temperature 
and are pouring out radiant energy at an extravagant rate. 
After they cool somewhat it is supposed that they become 
stars of Type A. Their spectra are supposed to be simple 
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because all compounds, and possibly some elements, are 
broken up and dissociated at those high temperatures. With 
further loss of heat they are supposed to pass successively 
through the other spectral types until, at the M stage, com¬ 
pounds exist in their atmospheres. Beyond the M stage their 
light diminishes and they finally become, in the com'se of 
time, cold and dark, and they remain in this condition until, 
perhaps, they arc again reduced to the nebulous state by 
collision with other stars. All the forma in the chain from 
nebulte to relatively dark stars are known to exist from 
observational evidence. The many other characteristics 
which arrange the stars in nearly, or exactly, the same order 
are regarded as strongly supporting the theory. 

The theory of the evolution of the stars has strong resem¬ 
blances to the Laplacian theoiy of the development of the 
solar system. This is only natural in view of the general 
acceptance of the thooiy of Laplace almost up to the present 
time. As additional facts have been discovered they have 
been placed in this scheme, often without inquiring if they 
would not fit as W(^ll in some other thcoiy. 

Laplace started with an intens(^ly heated and widely ex¬ 
panded solar nebula and ho supposed that it has cooled 
down to its present tcMuperfiture. Helmholtz supplemented 
and correct(ul this tlieoiy by proving that contraction would 
develop an (mormons amount of heat and greatly retard the 
process of cooling. The c(jnclusioiis of Helmholtz have been 
given place in the tlnuny of the evolution of the stars. Lane 
made a furtluT very important supplement to the work of 
Laplace when lies proved that if a body in a monatomic gas¬ 
eous state contracts, heat is produced in quantities not only 
sufficient to make up for tliat which had been radiated away, 
but also sufficient actually to increase its temperature. In 
spite of the fact that tln^ results of Lane have been current 
for almost fifty years, they have often been ignored in their 
application to the evolution of the stars. If the stars of 
any type are in a tenuous monatomic gaseous condition and 
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contract, their temperature will inevitably rise and continue 
to lise until they cease to be entirely gaseous and monatomic. 

Consequently, if the stars of the types B, A, F, G, K, M 
are in the order of decreasing temperature and are gaseous, 
the logical conclusion on the basis of the supplements to 
Laplace’s theory is that the evolution proceeded in the re¬ 
verse order. Of course, the stars may not all be completely 
gaseous. This has given rise to the theory, proposed by 
Lockyer and amplified and ably supported by Russell, that 
the nebulae contract into tenuous red stars of Type M which 
have low temperatures; with loss of heat they contract, 
their temperatures rise, their spectra become simpler until 
they reach their climax in Types A and B; after this tlu^y 
cease to be completely gaseous, and with increasing conden¬ 
sation and liquefaction, their temperatures decline and their 
spectra proceed back through the types F, G, and K to M. 
The cogency of the arguments on which these conclusions 
rest cannot be denied, and many observational data ai'e 
quite in harmony with them. But there are also some things 
(for example, the high velocities of the nebute, Ari. 301) 
which have been thought to be strongly opposed to them. 
The two theories are alike in starting from nebulse and end¬ 
ing with cold and lifeless suns. 

298. The Tacit Assumptions of the Theories of Stellar 
Evolution. — In every theory there are many more or loss 
tacit assumptions, some of which may be of great impor¬ 
tance. It has been found by a large amount of experience that 
errors more frequently enter through unexpressed hypotheses 
than in any other way. This has been particularly true in 
mathematics where it is relatively easy to determine pre¬ 
cisely the location of the error that has been made in any 
course of reasoning. It follows that one of the best ways of 
avoiding errors is to express fully all the hypotheses on 
which reasoning is based. And quite aside from this, it is 
useful and important to know all the bases on which con¬ 
clusions actually rest. Consequently, the tacit and imper- 
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fectly established assumptions on which the present theories 
of stellar evolution are founded will be enumerated; it will 
be found that at the present time most of them must remain 
simply iissumptions. 

(a) It is assumed that the evolution of the stars is from neb¬ 
ula: to dense bodies and not in the opposite direction. 

The best evidence in support of or against a proposition 
is usually observational; when observational evidence is 
lacldng, we must resort to reasoning based as far as possible 
on principles which have been established by experience. 

There is as yet no observational evidence that nebul© or 
stars contract; observations have extended over so short a 
time that it could not bo expected. On the other hand, in 
tluj case of the novsB, stars are observed to acquire the char¬ 
acteristics of the Wolf-Rayct stars, which border on the 
planetary ne})uls 0 . Of course, this may be quite excep¬ 
tional, l)ut it sliould not be neglected. Consequently, in this 
matter tlien^ is no (conclusive observational evidence. 

The ]irin(ni)al known force which tends to produce con- 
(hmsation is gravitation. In the case of the stars this force 
is balanced by Ihe Cixpansive forces duo to their high tem- 
peunturos. If ilu'ir lu^at is produced only by their con¬ 
traction, as th(^y los(^ lu^ai hy radiation, they certainly con¬ 
tract. But the contraction theory is inadequate to explain 
the heat which the sun has radiat(^d (Art. 219), and it seems 
very probable, if not altogether certain, that stars have 
other important sources of energy. As has been suggested, 
the heat of the sun is probably due in part to the disinte- 
gi'ation of radioactive^ substances. Perhaps in the extreme 
conditions of pressures and temperature prevailing in the 
deep interiors of stars th(^ process of disintegration is gi'eatly 
accelerated and is going on in all elements. And probably 
tlu^re are very important sources of energy not now sus¬ 
pected, just JiH the sub-atomic energies were not suspected 
a few years ago. 

Now suppose the amount of energy generated in a star 
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in all these ways is greater than that radiated. Then the 
star will inevitably expand and its temperature will fall, 
because with increased dimensions gravitation cannot bal¬ 
ance so high a temperature. If the process continues, the 
star will expand to a nebula, which will necessarily have a 
low temperature. In this case the direction of evolution 
would be reversed. But as the star expands, the conditions 
in its interior are changed, and the production of energy 
might be reduced so that it would only equal that radiated. 
In this case the star would reach a condition of equilibrium 
which would be indefinitely maintained xmlcss the sub¬ 
atomic and other possible sources of energy were ultimately 
exhausted, and it seems certain that they would become ex¬ 
hausted. Then the star would contract if its disintegrated 
products still obeyed the law of gravitation, and its evolu¬ 
tion would proceed in the direction assumed in current 
theories, though at a greatly retarded rate. 

In reaching the conclusions which have been set foi’th it 
hsLs been assumed that the masses of the stars are constant. 
It is clear that their masses probably are increased somewhat 
by the accretion of meteoric matter and individual mole¬ 
cules, but, so far as may be judged from the sun, this is not 
an important factor. It is quite certain that the sun is 
emitting electrified particles in great numbem and with high 
velocities. Probably the auroral displays in the earth’s at¬ 
mosphere are produced by such particles impinging on the 
molecules in the tenuous gases at great altitudes. In view 
of the considerable light sometimes emitted by aurorae and 
the earth’s immense distance from the sun, it seems prob¬ 
able that the sun loses these particles at a rate which makes 
the process important. If so, the stars may possibly be dis¬ 
integrating into nebulfie. For example, the nebulosities 
around the Pleiades (Fig. 184) may have come out from these 
stars instead of being gradually drawn in upon them, lie- 
sides this, comets give numerous examples of matter being 
dispersed in space. 
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It is obvious that we do not know with any high degi’oe 
of certainty in which direction stellar evolution is proceed¬ 
ing. Sound scientific method calls for keeping both of them 
in mind until a decision is reached on the basis of unequiv¬ 
ocal evidence. Whichever of the two conclusions may pre¬ 
vail, the result will be imsatisfactory, for it will indicate a 
universe evolving always in one direction, leaving the origin 
unexplained. Possibly there are changes in both directions, 
and it may be that stellar evolution in some way and on a 
stupendous scale is approximately cyclical like most of the 
changes which come entirely within the range of our experi¬ 
ence. 

(b) It is assumed that all stars have approximately the same 
chemical constitution; or^ if noty that their spectra do not de¬ 
pend to an important extent upon their chemical constitutions. 
One or the other of these assumptions is made tacitly when 
it is supposed that all stars pass in one direction or the other 
through several identical spectral types. 

The spectroscope proves that the stars contain familiar 
elements; it does not prove that they do not contain some 
unknown elements, or that the known elements occur in all 
stars in the same proportions. The great diversities on tlu^ 
earth make it natural to conclude that there are important 
differences in the millions of stars in the heavens. More¬ 
over, the different dimensions, densities, and absorption 
spectra of the planets lead to the same conclusion. The 
hypothesis that the stars are of approximately identical con-, 
stitution must be considered improbable until it is suppoi-ted 
by observational evidence. 

It is too bold to assume that if the stars are differently 
constituted they nevertheless have the some spectra at ihc 
same temperatures. But the assumption actually made is 
not quite so bad as it at first seems, for the stellar spectra 
from B to F, and even G, are classified primarily on the 
basis of their hydrogen emission and absorption lines. 
Within these classes there is opportunity for great variety, 
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and indeed variety is not wanting. There is nothing ob¬ 
viously unsound in supposing that the character of the hydro¬ 
gen spectra of the stars depends upon their temperatures. 
But the question is whether a star which has only helium 
and hydrogen lines can ever show the strong metallic absorp¬ 
tion lines which are characteristic of stars of Types F and G. 
Fortunately, there is now direct evidence on this point, for 
there are cei^tmii variable stars which, at their maxima, 
are of spectral Types B or A, while, at their minima, they 
are of Types F or G. There is nothing inherently improb¬ 
able in iiHcribing these changes in luminosity and spectra to 



Fio. 1S5. — I''or 11 Rivoii iloiiHity, tlio nioro muasivo the stur the higher its 
toiiiponitiiro. 

changes in t(un])(M’atur(', ]u* 0 (lu(^e(l, pei'haps, by contracting 
and expanding oscillations of th(‘se stars. 

(c) It in anmmed that^ amlefrom the rate of change, ike evo¬ 
lution of a niar docn not depmd on its mann. In considering 
this point the jissumi)tion that th('. spectrum of a star depends 
upon th(^ temperature of its radiating surface, or radiating 
layer, aliould constantly be hornet in mind. 

It should bo recalled in tlu^ first place that the known 
masses of the stars differ considerably (Art. 284), and it is 
improbable that the few whiesh arc known cover anywhere 
nearly the whole range. Consider two stars, S and S\ Fig. 
186, of the same material and equal density but one having 
twice the mass of the other, and fasten attention on unit 
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volumes at any corresponding points P and P' in their in¬ 
teriors. The pressure on the unit volume at P is gi*eater 
than that on the unit volume at P', both because the column 
PA is longer than P'A' and also because each unit mass in 
PA is subject to a greater attraction than that to which the 
corresponding mass in P'A' is subjects To balance the 
higher pressure in the larger star the gaseous mass at P 
must have a higher temperature than that at P'. Conse¬ 
quently, if two stars of the same material are of tlie same 
density at corresponding parts and arc of unequal massc^s, 
the temperature of the larger star at all points from its center 
to its surface is higher than that of the smaller star; and if 
the specti-um of a star depends primarily on its temperature, 
their spectra are different. 

A mathematical discussion shows that if two stara arc of 
the same material and of equal densities at corresponding 
points, their absolute temperatures are as the squares of 
their radii. On combining this result with Lane’s law that 
the absolute temperature of a monatomic gaseous star is 
inversely as its radius, it is found that the absolute temper¬ 
atures of stars of equal volumes and the same material are 
proportional to their masses. 

The results which have just been reached arc very im¬ 
portant, even if they represent the physical facts only ap¬ 
proximately, and they should not be ignored in discussions 
of stellar evolution. For the purposes of numerical illustra¬ 
tion suppose the sun is gaseous and consider a star of the 
same material and density having a radius tAvico as gi-eat. 
Its mass is eight times that of the sun. By the first law, its 
temperature is four times that of the sun. Since the rate 
, of radiation is proportional to the fourth power of the abso¬ 
lute temperature, its radiation per unit area is 256 times 
that of the sun. Since its radius is twice that of the sun, 
its surface is 4 times greater, and its whole radiation, or 
luminosity, is 4 X 256 = -1024 times that of the sun. That 
is, two stars of the same material and density, whose masses 
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ai’e in the ratio of only 8 to 1, differ in luminosity in the ratio 
of 1024 to 1. If a star were eight times more massive than 
the sun, it would have a spectrum of Type B or A, if these 
spectra indicate high temperatures, and it would be a stoi’ 
comparaljle to the most brilliant ones found in the heavens. 
On the other hand, if it were one eighth as massive as the 
sun, it would have a spectrum characteristic of low temper¬ 
atures (Type M?), and would be a feebly luminous body. 

Of course, it is not necessaiy that other stars should have 
the same density as the sun. It is known from eclipsing 
variables that comparatively few are as dense as the sun, 
and that the densities may be as small as one hundredth or 
even one thousandth of that of the sun. It can be shown 
that the temperature of a gaseous star is proportional to the 
cube root of the product of the square of the mass and the 
density. Ilt'nce, in order that a. star having a density one 
liimdrcidth that of the sun should be as hot as the sun, its 
miuss must !)(». about 10 times greater. But under these 
conditions its surface and luminosity would both be about 
100 tim(‘s as great as those of the sun. That is, a star nearly 
iiH brilliant as one of the Pleiades might be only one hundredth 
as dense! ;us the sun if its mass were only 10 times greater. 
A star 10 tirn(*s as grc'at in miiss and one tenth as dense as 
the sun would be 400 times as luminous. 

It can be S(K>n from this incomplete discussion that in 
order that a stai* shall liave high temperature and great 
luminosity it must have a mass at least as great as that of 
the sun; for it is not probable that a much denser body 
would l)e in a gaseous condition. But the luminosity of a 
gas(^oiiH star is so sensitive a function of its moss that one 
10 times more mtiasive than the sun would be a brilliant 
object unless its density wore exceedingly low; and one only 
one tenth as massive as the sun would be relatively faint, 
even if it were as dense as the sun. Therefore, it is not 
strange that no stars with very small masses have been 
found; one as small as one of the planets could not be self- 
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luminous while in a gaseous state. On the other hand, no 
star many times more massive than the sun has been found. 
Perhaps the reason is that the data respecting masses is yet 
so meager; perhaps the temperatures in massive stars be¬ 
come so gi'eat that their atoms disintegrate and the remains 
fly away into space. 

(d) It is assumed that the contraction of nehulce into stars 
began at such a timCj or at such timesj and that the individual 
nebulcB had such masses that there has res'idied the present 
sidereal system of nebulce and stars in all stages from hottest to 
coldest. The implications of this assumption are not at onc(^ 
fully evident; they can be brought out only by a mathe¬ 
matical discussion whose results alone can be given here. 

On the basis of Stefan^s law of radiation and the txssump- 
tion that the heat of a star is developed entirely l)y contrac¬ 
tion, it is found that the change of radius is cjirectly propoi- 
tional to the product of the time and the square of the mass. 
If there are other impoiiiant sources of heat, and if the 
radiation is from a layer of var 3 dng depth instead of fi-om 
the surface, the law may be much in error. But on th(^ 
assumption that this result applies to the sun, it is possible 
to compute the time required for it to have contracted from 
any given dimensions. According to the contraction tlu^ory 
its radius is now diminishing at the rate of a mile in 44 yc^ars. 
Consequently, on this basis it has contracted from tlie orbh. 
of Mercury in 1,500,000,000 years. At first thought this 
would seem to give a long supply of heat to the eartli to 
mget geological needs; but if the sun ever filled a sj)here 
as large as the orbit of Mercury and radiated according to 
Stefan’s law, whatever the source of heat may have been, 
its temperature must have been so low that its rate of radia¬ 
tion could have been only a little more than one seven- 
thousandth that at present, a quantity altogether inade¬ 
quate to support life on the earth. According to this con¬ 
traction theory, 4,400,000 yearn ago the radius of the sun 
was 100,000 miles greater than at present, and its rate of 
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racliatioii waH only two thirds that which is now obseiwed. 
With this rate of I’iidiatioii the theoretical mean’temperature 
of the exirth, determined l)y the method used for Mars in 
Art. 172, comes out lower than at present (60° F.), or 
23° b(dow freezing. 

The second part of the law gives the interesting and un¬ 
foreseen rc^sult tliat the more massive a star, the more rapidly 
it (jontracts. Oi*, if the results are translated over into a 
relation lietween density and time, it is found that if a star 
of lai'gi^ mass and one of smaller mass stai't with the same 
dxmsity, th<^ d(Misity of th(', large star will increase faster 
than that of th<^ snuilh*!' one. The rate of change of density 
is pro})ortionxil to the (Mib(‘ i-oot of the fifth power of the mass. 
Therefore, if oiu^ star has 8 times thc^ mass of another and 
th(\y start eontraeting from tlu^ same density, it will arrive 
at sonu'! gr(’at-('r dimsity in of the time required by the 
smaller star to reach the sann^ demsity. As applied to tlie 
stellar sysiiMu, this mi'ans ibat if th(‘ stars all started con¬ 
densing from iH'biil® at ilu^ same tinu^, tbos(^ which have 
the larg(\st inass(‘s are at pr(‘sent by far tlu^ densest and 
hottest. Tin* largi^ stars ar(‘ probaiily min^h hotter on the 
av(n‘ag(^ than the small oii(\s, but it is doubtful if they are 
denser. It must bi* r(Mn('ml)t‘i’ed tliat thesis results depend 
U]K3n th(> very (|iies(,ional>le ass\imption that the heat of 
stars is din^ (‘utirely to tliiMr contraction. 

299. The Origin and Evolution of Binary Stars. — The 
great niunbcn* of binary stars ('alls for a (Consideration of 
tlu'ir oi-igiii and (‘volution. IT the stars have condemsed 
fnjm iK'biilffi, it is natural to sujipose tliat binary stam have 
devedopod from n<‘bula3 vviiicb divided into two pai'ts, or 
that tiuc divisions liav(c l.ak(cn pla<ce aftei’ the condensing 
masses hav(c reacdiod tluc star stagte. It is also conceivable 
that stars which original^ccd He]3ai-at(cly have later united to 
form physical systems. Both of thesci theories will be con¬ 
sidered. 

Consider first the theozy that the binary stam have orig- 
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mated by the fission of nebula or larger stars. The basis 
for the theoiy is the very reasonable assumption that the 
original nebula had more or less rotation, possibly quite 
irregular in character. In those cases where the amount of 
rotation, that is, the moment of momentum, was small, it 
is believed that single stars rotating slowly have resulted. 
In those cases where the moment of momentum was large, 
it is supposed that there has been separation into two pai'ts. 

There is some theoretical basis for this conclusion, though 
from a practical point of view it has generally been greatly 
overestimated. In a brilliant piece of work on figures of 
equilibrium of homogeneous fluids rotating as solids, Poin¬ 
care, following Maclaurin and Jacobi, showed that for slow 
rotation an oblate spheroid is a figure of equilibrium, for 
faster rotation an elongated ellipsoid is the corresponding fig¬ 
ure, and for still faster rotations the ellipsoid has a constric¬ 
tion, suggesting that for still faster rotations the figure would 
be two very unequal masses. Now, when a nebula or a star 
contracts it rotates more rapidly because the moincjiit of 
momentum is constant. Hence it seems reasonable to sup¬ 
pose that nebute and stars follow at least roughly the figures 
found by Poincar^ for the homogeneous case. 

There is one very important point of difference in the prob¬ 
lem treated by Poincar^ and that presented by contracting 
bodies. Poincar6 considered masses all of the same densityy 
but having different rates of rotation. In a contracting 
nebula or star both the density and the rate of rotation 
change. The increase in density tends to sphericity; the 
increase in rate of rotation tends to oblateness. The two 
effects almost balance each other, but the effect of increas¬ 
ing rotation prevails by a narrow margin. For example, 
if the sun contracts with loss of heat, it will not become so 
oblate as Saturn is now untfl its density is hundreds of times 
greater than that of platinum. This does not mean that a 
body contracting from a nebula may not divide into two 
parts at any stage of its development, but it shows that the 
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tendency for fission is very much smaller than has been 
supposed. 

Suppose a star divides into two parts. Originally the 
two components will bo rotating so as to keep their same 
faces toward each other. But with further contraction they 
will rotate more rapidly while their period of revolution re- 
imiius unchanged. Then tidal evolution begins, and under 
these conditions Darwin has shown that the tides will in¬ 
crease the periods of rotation rapidly and the period of revo¬ 
lution more slowly. Moreover,-if the original orbit had any 
eccentricity it will be increased. Consequently, as the age 
of a binaiy star having originated by fission increases, its 
period of revolution increases and the eccentricity of its 
orbit increases. 

From an extensive study of the orbits of spectroscopic 
and visual binaries, Campbell has found that stars of Types 
B and A have short periods and nearly circular orbits, and 
that Imth the periods and the (eccentricities increase, on the 
average, through the spcictral types F, G, K, and M. One 
would be tempted to infer, in accordance with the theory 
of th(^ evolution of stars through the spectral types from B 
to M, that binaries of Type B liad recently originated by 
fission and that with increasing age they would go through 
the various spectral types with periods increasing corre¬ 
spondingly from a few hours to an average of more than a 
(century, and the eccentricity from near zero to an average 
of about 0.5. 

But su(jh an inference would be entirely unwarranted and 
erroneous, for an ample consideration of the dynamics in¬ 
volved shows that when a nebula or star divides into two 
equal masses, tidal friction in any time however long is not 
competent to make the period more than about twice its 
original value; if tho masses are unequal but comparable, 
as in the cose of all known binaries, the period may be 
lengthened several fold. But it is altogether impossible for 
tidal friction to increase the period of a binary star whose 
2isr 
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components have comparable masses from a few hours or 
days to the many years found in the case of most visual 
binaries. 

There is a similar diflS.culty in the eccentricities of the 
orbits of binary stars. Consequently the important facts 
brought out in Campbelhs discussion do not confinn the 
current theory of the evolution of the stars. So far as the 
periods are concerned they are in harmony with the hy¬ 
pothesis that the B and A stai's are massive, for the greater 
the mass, the shorter the period for a given distance between 
the stars, but it is highly improbable that the great range of 
periods depends upon the masses alone. The dynamical 
conditions imply that if visual binaries originated by fission, 
the division took place while they were yet in the nebular 
stage. 

The hypothesis that two independent stars can imite to 
form a binary remains to be considered. If two stam are 
drawn toward each other by their mutual gi^avitation, they 
may pass near and around each other without any (contact, 
as a comet passes around the sun; each may collide with 
the outlying parts of the other; they may undergo a grazing, 
or partial, collision; and, in the extreme case, they may 
have a central collision. If they do not collide at all, they 
will recede to the distance from which they were drawn 
together, and a binary star cannot result. If they suffer a 
collision with outlying parts, their velocities will be reducsed 
and they may not recede to a very great distance from each 
other. The character of their orbits after collision will de¬ 
pend upon the amount of kinetic energy which is trans¬ 
formed at the time of collision. This energy goes into heat, 
and the question arises whether, if sufficient motion is de¬ 
stroyed to produce a binary, the heat evolved may not reduce 
both stars to the nebulous state. 

Consider a special example of two stars each in mass 
equal to the sun. At a great distance from each other their 
relative velocities might be anything from zero to several 
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hundred miles per second ; take the most favorable case where 
it is zero. Suppose that at their nearest approach their 
distance from each other is as great as that from the earth 
to the sun. Under the hypotheses adopted they will have 
a relative velocity of about 37 miles per second. Suppose 
they encounter enough resistance from outlying nebulous 
or planetesimal matter, or from collision with a planet, to 


reduce their most re¬ 
mote point of recession 
after collision to 100 
astronomical units. 
It can be shown that 
their velocity must 
have been reduced by 
i2"oiy of its amount, or 



by 0.185 mile ]i(‘r 
S(‘(M)nd. This would 
g(‘n(‘riit (‘ as mii<*li luMit 
as the sun i*adial{‘S in 



about S y<‘ars. (\)ns(‘- 
(jU(‘iill\’ 1 li(‘(‘\pansiv{‘ 

elTect of lli(‘ heat. ^ 


g(*iUM*at,(‘<I by tlu' col- 

lision will not bi' ini- p,,. |v;|j liiMiuci.ion of piimlioUc, orhif, to 

JXirlant , and aflei’ thl' •'>*> by (Mjlli.sion of :i sun with !1 phinot 

^ . <if :iiiut bur sun. 

(Micoiint(*r tin* slai's 

will b(* moving in an ori>it whose (‘eei'nt.ricity is (),0S a.nd 
whos(‘ period is .about. 250 y(*ars. ddn* r(‘sist aiie(‘could lia.V(^ 
b<‘(*n i)r()duc(‘d by collision with :i pla,ii(‘t. whosi^ mass was .V(bv 
t hat of OIK* of tlu* suns, !t lollows llnif il a. sl.a.r passing thc^ 
sun should m<*(*t .lupit<*r, som(*thing comparable* to what- has 
be(*n giv(‘n in tlu* (‘x;imph* wou’d n'sult.. t'igun* ISt) shows 
tlu* origin.'tl parjibola, the point, of collision ami the 
elliptical orbit after (*ollision. 

Now l(*t us billow out tin* history of the star afti*r su(‘h a 
(ollision as has l»e<*n d(‘senlKMl. If t.h(‘r<* an* no subsixiuent 
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collisions, the stars will continue to describe very elongated 
elliptical orbits about their center of gravity. If there are 
subsequent collisions with other planets or with any other 
material in the vicinity of the stars, their points of nearest 
approach will not be appreciably changed unless the colli¬ 
sions are far from the perihelion point, their points of most 
remote recession will be diminished by each collision, and 
the result is that both the period and the eccentricity of the 
orbit will be decreased as long as the process continues. If 
this is the correct theory of the origin of binaiy stars, those 
whose periods and eccentricities are small, are older on the 
average, at least as binaries, than those whose periods and 
eccentricities are large, and this would suggest that the B 
and A stars are older than the K and M stars. The only 
obvious difficulty with the basis of this theory of the origin 
of binary stars is that these near approaches and partial 
colUsions are necessarily extremely infrequent, while binary 
stars are very numerous. The seriousness of this difficulty 
depends upon the length of time the stars endure, about 
which nothing certain is known. 

As has been stated in Art. 294, a central collision would 
produce a temporary star, which would later change into a 
nebula. 

300. The Question of the Infinity of the Physical Uni¬ 
verse in Space and in Time —There are transcendental 
questions which, from their nature, can never be answered 
with certainty, but which the human mind ever persists in 
attacking. Among such questions is that of the infinity of 
the physical universe in space and in time. 

It has been seen in Art. 270 that the apparent distribu¬ 
tion of the stars proves that they cannot be scattered uni¬ 
formly throughout infinite space. It has also been seen 
that there is no observational evidence that galaxies, sep¬ 
arated by distances of a higher order than those between the 
stars, may not be units in larger aggregations and so on to 
super-galaxies without limit. This may be adopted as a 
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working hypothesis. We may then inquire whether there 
will be luminous stars through infinite time, or whether they 
all will ultimately become extinct. 

According to physical laws as they are known at present, 
the stars are pouidng radiant energy out into the ether at 
an extravagant rate and it is not being returned to them in 
relatively appreciable amounts. For example, the sun loses 
more light and heat by radiation in a second than it will 
receive from all the stars in the sky in a million years. It is 
inconceivable that a star has an unlimited store of internal 
energy. Therefore its energy will ultimately become ex¬ 
hausted unless a new supply is furnished in some way. One 
method by which the internal energy of a star may be in¬ 
creased is by collision with another star. But after colli¬ 
sion the combined mass would lose its energy similarly until 
another restoration by another collision. But by this pro^ 
cess the matter of the universe becomes aggregated in 
larger and larger masses, and if it is finite in amount, a 
stage will be reached when no more collisions will take place. 
Then thest^ final stars will in the course of time radiate away 
all their internal energy and remain throughout eternity 
dark, cold, and lifeless. At least, such is the teaching of 
present-day science if the physical universe is finite, as has 
usually been assumed. 

But now suppose that there.are myriads of galaxies compos¬ 
ing larger and still larger cosmic units, and remember that 
there are no observational facts whatever which contradict 
this hypothesis. Under this assumption the energy in the 
universe is also infinite. It docs not follow from this, 
however, that it will last an infinite time, for there are, by 
hypothesis, infinitely many bodies which are subject to 
collisions and which are radiating energy into the ether. 
But, on the other hand, if the relative speed of the larger 
cosmic units is great enough, there will be enough energy to 
last the infinite universe an infinite time. This follows from 
the fact that infinities may be of different orders, as the 
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mathematicians say. The actual demands in the present 
case are not severe. In order that the energy should last 
an infinite time it is sufficient that the relative speeds of the 
larger cosmic units of all order shall exceed some finite value. 

The energy in any particular galaxy might run down, as 
in the finite case considered above; but, according to the 
present hypothesis, at immense intervals this galaxy would 
collide with some other one with speed sufficient to restore 
its internal energies if the energy of their relative motions 
were thus transformed. It might require only a very small 
fraction of the energy of the relative motions. The process 
would terminate, however, if there were only a finite number 
of galaxies, but by hypothesis the super-galaxies are units 
in still larger aggregations. There might be a restoration 
of heat energy by interactions of these larger units, and so 
on without limit. It is not profitable to pursue the inquiry 
further here, but it is not without interest to know that 
according to our present understanding of the laws of nature 
it is not necessary to conclude that the physical universe 
will in a finite time reach the condition of etemal night and 
death. This discussion also gives an answer, though perhaps 
not the correct one, to the question why the universe has not 
already attained a condition of stagnation and death. In 
short, it gives a picture of a universe whose life and activity 
are without beginning and without end. 


IV. The Nebula 

301. Irregular Nebulae. — There are many nebulse in 
the sky of enormous extent and irregular form. Among the 
finest examples of these objects, though by no means the 
most extensive, are the veil-like structures which are seen in 
the constellation Cygnus, one of which is shown in Kg. 187. 
It is altogether probable that they are at least as remote , as 
the nearer stars. Since they extend across regions occupied 
by hundreds of staiB, they are of inconceivable magnitude; 
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certainly a hundred years are required for light to cross them. 
They are extremely faint (the long-exposure photographs 
being quite misleading) and they are probably very tenuous, 
though nothing is actually known regarding their density. 
If they are condensing under gravitation, the process must 
be going on extremely slowly. 

An example of a less widely extended and apparently 
much denser nebula is the great nebula in Orion (Fig, 61), 
which is, perhaps, the most wonderful and beautiful object 
in the heavens. It fills a space whose apparent diameter 
is more than half a degree. This means it is of enormous 
volume, for it is as remote as certain stars which are asso¬ 
ciated with its denser parts. Its parallax can scarcely be 
over 0".01 and it probably is much smaller; if the larger 
value is correct, its diameter is 20,000,000 times that of the 
sun and several years would be required for light to travel 
from one side of it to the other. The density of the Orion 
nebula is altogether unknown, but it is generally regarded 
as being very low. If it averages even of 

atmosphere and if it is spherical (?), its total mass is 
100,000,000,000,000 times that of the sxm, and in spite of its 
enormous distance, its attraction for the earth is one fourth 
that of the sun. If the nebula is rare, it is difficult to account 
for its radiation, because it could not have a high temperature 
except possibly in its deep interior where pressure of the out- 
l 3 dng parts would prevent expansion. The luminosity of the 
nebulffl, like that of the comets, has long been animexplained 
phenomenon. 

The form of the Orion nebula suggests whirling motions 
of its parts. Relative internal motions were found first 
by Bourget, Fabry, and Buisson; Frost and Maney have 
shown by the spectroscope that its northeastern part, is 
receding from the solar system, while the southwestern part 
is approaching at the relative rate of about 6 miles per second- 
It is clear that unless the density is sufficiently great these 
motions will cause the nebula to dissipate in space. On the 
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assumption that this is simply a motion of rotation, and 
neglecting gaseous expansion, it is found that the nebula is 
in no danger of disrupting if its average density is greater 
than 10“^ times that of water. At this limiting density its 
total mass would about equal that of the sun. 

It was supposed in the days of Sir William Herschel that 
the nebulfiB may be galaxies which are so remote that their 
individual stars are not distinguishable, even with the 
most powerful telescopes. This is certainly not the true 
explanation of the irregular nebulsB. In the first place, the 
spectra of the brighter ones for which the data are at hand 
consist of bright lines, proving on the basis of the first law 
of spectrum analysis that they are incandescent gases under 
low pressure. The bright lines belong to a hypothetical ele¬ 
ment nebuliuni, found only in nebulas, and to hydrogen. In 
the second place, they are condensed in the zone of the Milky 
Way, which indicates they are in some way connected with 
it. Campbell and Moore have found that they show the 
streaming tendencies which are characteristic of the stars. 
For tliese reasons the conclusion is held that they are tenuous 
gaseous meinl')erfl of our own Galaxy. 

A very interesting fact has recently been discovered in 
connection with the Magellanic Clouds, two masses of 
stars in the far southern heavens, having the appearance of 
two smaller galaxic^s which are quite independent of the 
Milky Way. R. E. Wilson, at the South American brancdi 
of the Lick Observatory, hiis found that the radial velocities 
of the nebula 3 in the Magellanic clouds which are briglit 
enough for measurement show rapid recession of all of these 
objects, the average speed being over 150 miles per second. 
This suggests that these aggregations of stars have velocities 
with respect to our own Galaxy of a higher order than the 
average internal velociti(^s, in harmony with the suggestion 
in Art. 300. 

Barnard has recently brought forward strong evidence 
for the conclusion that there are relatively dark and opaque 
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masses, perhaps nebulous in character, in certain parte of the 
Milky Way. He has foimd regions in which the stars seem 
to be blotted out by obscure material) as is shown in Fig. 
188. Probably the apparent breaks in some of the nebul®, 
as for example, the celebrated Trifid Nebula in Sagittarius 
(Mg. 189), .are due to obscuring material wMch cute off the 
light from certain regions. At any rate, it is difficult to see 



Fig. 188. — On the left a bright nebula (in CygniiB) and on tlio riglit ii 
dark patch which is probably duo to a dark nobula. Pliulouraphcd by 
Barnard at live Yerhea Ohscroaiory. 


how matter could be in equilibrium in any such forms as the 
luminous matter assumes. 

302. Spiral Nebulae. — Spiral nebulae are more numerous 
than all other Mnds together. According to Kceler^s 
original estimate there are at least 120,000 within the roach 
of the telescope which he used; there may be five or ton 
times the number within reach of the great reflectors of the 
Solar Observatory of the Carnegie Institution. They are 
characterized by their great extent (Fig. 190) and by iiTegular 
arms, generally two in number when they are distinctly de¬ 
fined, which wind out from centers. They almost invariably 
have well-defined centers, apparently of considerable den¬ 
sity, and their arms usually contain a number of conspicuous 
local condensations, or nuclei, 
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The spiral nebulae are further characterized by being white, 
whereas the large irregular nebulae have a greenish tinge due 
to the green light from nebulium. Most of them are too 
faint for detailed spectroscopic study, but some of the 
briglitcr of them have been found to have spectra similar 
to the sun's spectrum. This leads to the inference that they 
are perhaps partly solid or liquid. On the other hand, 
Seares has photo¬ 
graphed some of 
them through a 
screen which cuts 
off the blue end 
of the spectrum. 

The brightness of 
the arms ’ was 
much more re¬ 
duced than that 
of the central 
nuclei, indicating 
that a consider¬ 
able pai*t of i.lunr 
light is similar to 
that from gasi^s. 

Moreover, their 
transparency im¬ 
plies that they are 
tenuous. Hon(;e, 
they seem to be vast swarms of incandescent solid or licpiid 
particles, perhaps with many larger imisses, surroundtMl l)y 
gas(ious materials. Tliere is difRculty in explaining tlnur 
luminosity, though Ijockycr attempted to account for (lu^ 
light of all nelnilao by ascribing it to heat generated by tlui 
collisions of meteorites of which he supposed they are hirgedy 
composed. The obscure material in and around n(d)uUn 
may be very abundant. This supposition is confirmed in tlu^ 
cose of spiral nebulaa, for when one ig seen edgewise the dark 



Fid. ISO. — Tlio Trifiil Nolnila. TIio dark limofl 
by wliioh il. i.s rrosw-Ml iii'c prolmbly (bid (<► inidr- 
VdiiiiJK cljii’k ituiioriiLl. Phnin(jra!)hrd with. Ika 
CnutHlt'u rrjlrctvr of Hw. Lich Otmrvalm'y. 
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material at its periphery eclipses the center and causes an 
apparently dark rift through it (Fig. 191). Another dis¬ 
tinguishing feature of spiral nebulae is that they are very 
infrequent in or near the Milky Way. 



Fig. 190, — Spiral nebula in Ursa Major fM. 101). Photographed by Ritche^j 
at the Yerkea Observatory. 


The spiral nebulae range in magnitude all the way from the 
Great Nebula in Andromeda (Fig. 192), which is about 1°.5 
long and 30' wide, to minute, faint objects which are barely 
discoverable after long exposures with powerful photographic 
telescopes. There is no reason to believe there are not others 
still smaller. Since the Andromeda nebula is certainly as 
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distant as the nearest stara, its volume is enomous; the 
smallest ones may be as small os the solar system, though they 
would wind up and lose their spiral chai’actqristics in a short 
time. 

The suggestion has been made (Art. 249) that a spiral 
nebula may develop when a star is visited closely, by another 
star, or when a gi’oup of stars passes neai’ another group of 
stars. There is no apparent difficulty in explaining small 
spirals in this way, but the 
large ones present a more 
serious problem, especially 
if we limit ourselves to the 
close approach of two single 
stars. It is not at all neces¬ 
sary to do this, for in a 
general way the dynamical 
principl{^s involved apply to 
aggregati's of all dimensions 
up to galaxies, and even 
beyond if there an^ larger 
units in the universe. There 
is possibly some cvi<lence 
that the Millvy Way has a 
spiral sti*UGtur(\ 

Although tlie largcn* spirals 
are enormous in extt*nt, they 
may have only modca’ate masses. However improbable 
this may 1:)(^ on tlie basis of tbeir appearance, it must be re¬ 
membered that t/herc^ is no direct evidence whatever at 
present regarding their miusses, and the source of their lumi¬ 
nosity is quite unknown. It is natural to suppose that 
though a spiral of dimemsioas comparable to the solar system 
might be produced by the disruptive forces of n near approach 
of two stai*a, it would not be possible for one a thousand 
times larg(»r to Ixi formed in the same way. An exami¬ 
nation of the equations involved shows that, if a certain 


Fi(i. 191. —Spinil nohiihi in Aiidrom- 
odji (H. V. li)) proaonting odgo 
toward tlio earth. Central lino 
oclii»tod by olwjuro material. Pho- 
touraphvd vnth Hu) Crmalefy rejUxtof 
oj thv. Lick Ohaanaiory, 
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velocity of ejection would cause matter to recede (neglect¬ 
ing the attraction of the passing sun) to the distance of 
Neptune, a velocity one twenty-four-thousandth greater 
would cause it to recede 1000 times farther (Table XIII). 
Hence the argument against very large spirals being formed 
by the near approach of two great suns is not so conclusive 
as it might at first seem. They may have been formed, 
however, by the passage near one another of two gi'eat 
groups of stars such as the globular clusters; or they may 
have been formed in some other way not yet considered. 

The spectra of spiral nebula are in harmony with the 
suggested mode of their origin. Their distribution demands 
consideration. Their apparent distribution may mean that 
they are out on the borders of the Galaxy and that they 
are not seen in the Milky Way because of their great distances 
in these directions. It would be expected that close ap¬ 
proaches would occur most frequently in the interior of the 
Galaxy where the stars move the fastest if they are making 
excursions to and fro through it. On the other hand, out on 
the borders they would move more slowly and their mutual 
attractions would be more efficient in bringing them to¬ 
gether. 

There is one fact which is opposed to the suggested ex¬ 
planation of spiral nebuke, and that is, as Slipher first found, 
their radial velocities average very great. For example, the 
Great Andromeda Nebula is approaching the solar system at 
the rate of 200 miles per second. Moreover, Slipher found 
spectroscopic evidence that it is rotating. Even if the result 
is in doubt for this nebula, it is altogether certain in the cose 
of another spiral which is edgewise to the earth, and which 
Slipher investigated in 1913. Among the stars high veloc¬ 
ities are on the whole associated with small masses. If this 
is a universal principle, which seems dynamically sound, 
the spirals must have smaller masses than any known 
class of stars. Or, perhaps, spirals have been formed on the 
whole only from stars which passed one another at great 
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speed, and they of course still possess most of their kinetic 
energy.’ 

It has been more than once suggested that the spiral neb¬ 
ulae are not in reality nebulae at all, but distant galaxies. 
If this is true, it is diflB.cult to explain their distribution with 
respect to the Milky Way, or their strong central condensa¬ 
tions, or the fact that they are crossed by dark streaks when 
they are presented edgewise to us. Besides, the results of 
Scares' photographs are opposed to this hypothesis. 

303. Ring Nebula.—A few nebulae have the form of 
almost perfect rings, the best example of which is the one 

between Beta Lyrae and Gamma 
Lyrae (Fig. 193). This nebula has 
a fifteenth-magnitude star near its 
center which has been suspected 
of being variable. It is probably 
associated with the nebula, though 
this is not certain. The spectrum 
of the ring nebula in Lyra has 
been examined and it has been 
found that hydrogen extends out 
considerably beyond the helium. 
The origin and development of 
these remarkable objects are quite 
beyond conjecture at present. 

, '364. Pkneta^ Nebulae.—The 
'•^ planetary nebulsB are supposed to 
be next to the 0-type stars in evolution, and the 0-type stars 
are supposed to precede the B-type stars. They are in all 
cases apparently small in size, usually rather dense, particu¬ 
larly near their centers, and they have rather well-defined 
outlines. Thjsy were named by Herschel from their resem¬ 
blance to faint planetary disks. 

The spectra of about 75 planetary nebul© have been ex¬ 
amined. Perhaps the most important result of this examina¬ 
tion is that their radial velocities (24 miles per second) are 



Fig. 193, — The ring nebula 
in Lyra. Photographed by 
Sullivan at the Yerkea Ob¬ 
servatory with the 40 -inch 
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at least three times those of the stars of Type B. This is 
squarely opposed to the theory that they condense into stars 
of Types O and B. If this theoiy is maintained, an explana¬ 
tion of the greatly decreased velocities is demanded, and 
none is at hand. On the other hand, the nov© go first into 
planetary nebulae and then into Wolf-Rayet stars. 

The central parts of planetary nebulse give the lines of 
nebulium and hydrogen; the outermost parts give the 
hydrogen lines alone. That is, hydrogen forms an atmos¬ 
phere around the denser nebulium 
and hydrogen cores. 

The problem of the rotation of 
planetary nebul© is now being 
taken up at a number of observa¬ 
tories. By an adaptation of the 
spectroscope first employed by 
Keeler on the rings of Saturn, and 
iLS(.^d mon^ n'ccuitly by Slipher at 
the Lowell ObscTvatory on planets 
and spiral ncLula), ("ampboll and 
Moore hav(^ found that two of 
these remarkable objcMd-s are rotat¬ 
ing around ax(^s api)i'()xiinat(‘ly at 
right angl(‘s to a ]^lane })Jissing 
through tlie earth and th(i long(U’ axes of the nebulae. On 
the biusis of the ol)S(M*ve(l relatives velocitit^s of 3.1 to 3,7 mik's 
pel-second, and plausibhi jisHiimptions regarding the distance 
of th(^ nebulae, tluy found tluit their maKses are b(\tweeu 3 and 
100 times that of tlu^ sun, with peiiods of rotation botwcuui 
000 and 14,000 years. With sucli slow rates of rotation there 
is no possibility of tlu'se objects ev(M' dividing into Iwo parts 
and forming a binary star, in spite of tlie fact that tludr 
density probably does not exceed one millionth that of our 
atmosphere at sea level. 




Via. 104. — A pliinotiiiy iieb- 
iilii. Phoiographrd with tha 
(Woadvy r(‘/lector at the Lick 
OhniTOdtory. 
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XXIV. QUESTIONS 

1. If 600,000,000 stars were scattered uniformly over the celes¬ 
tial sphere, what would be the apparent angular distance between 
adjacent stars? If another star were placed at random on the 
sky, what would be the probability that it would be within 1" 
of one of these stars? 

2. In the part of the sky covered by Aitken’s <silrvoy of double 
stars (north of declination —14°) there are about 2(K),00() stars 
brighter than the tenth magnitude; what is tln^ av(irago distance 
between adjacent members of this list of stars? Aitken found 
5400 pairs separated by less than 5"; what is the prol)ability 
that a particular one of these cases is aficideutal? Wliat is the 
probability that they are all accidental? According to tlio laws 
of probability, how many of the 5400 stars, in a random arrange¬ 
ment, should be separated less than 5" ? 

3. Suppose the apparent distance between two stars must be 
at least 0",2 in order that they may be seen as two distinct stars 
with the largest telescopes; suppose the distance of a double star 
is 500 parsecs; what must be the distance, in astronomical units, 
between the components in order that they may bo seen as sepa¬ 
rate stars? If the mass of each star is equal to that of the sun, 
what will be their period of revolution (Art. 154)? If tlunr dimcui- 
sions and surface brilliancy are the same as those of the sun, what 
win be their magnitude taken together ? 

4. Suppose the relative velocity of the two 'oompoiumts of a 
double star must be 6 miles per second in order tliat it may l)o 
possible to determine by the spectroacopc that the star is a binary; 
how near must the components be to each father in order that. it. 
may be possible to find that the star is a binary if their combim^d 
mass is one tenth that of the aim? Equal to -that of tlio sun? 
Ten times that of the sun? 

5. Suppose the density of the components of a binary star is 

equal to that of the sun and that the two components (assumed 
spherical) are in contact; what is their period of r^wolution iP 
their combined mass is one tenth that of the sun? Equal to that 
of the sun?* Ten tiniea that of the sun?^ What are their relative 
velocities in the respective cases? What are their temperatures 
in the respective eases [Art. 298 (c)]? What are their lumiiiositieH 
in the respective cases ? ‘ 

6. Suppose the two components of an eclipsing variable are 
equal in mass and that their density is that of the sun; what is 
the ratio of the time of eclipse to the period of revolution if their 
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combined mass is one tenth that of the sun? Equal to that of 
the sun? Ten times that of the sun? Solve the problem if their 
density is one tenth that of the sun, and also if it is ten times that 
of the sun. 

7. Which of the ten phenomena of Art. 296 fail to arrange the 
stars strictly in the order B, A, F, G, K, M ? Which of the ten 
phenomena are opposed to the hypothesis that the spectral type 
of a star depends on its mass? Which of the ten phenomena ar<i 
opposed to the hypothesis that the arrangement of stars a(*cording 
to age is M, A, B, A, F, G, K, M (the hypothesis of Lockyer and 
Russell) ? 

8. The apparent areas of the sun and the denser part of thc^ 
Orion nebula are about the same, and the sun is about 30 magiiit.udt^s 
brighter than the nebula. Suppose the amount, of light tln^y radiate 
is proportional to the fourth powers of their al)sohit(^ ttunpera- 
tures. What is the temperature of the Orion nebula,? If its 
diameter is 20,000,000 times that of the sun, what, is its mass 
(computed from the relation connecting temperatuias mass, and 
density of a gaseous body)? Under the same assuinpti«)us, wha( 
is its mean density? (The student will not fail to rimumilxu- that 
some of the assumptions on which the computation n^sts an' (pu^s- 
tionable.) 


13973 




INDEX OF NAMES 


AVibott, 208, 360, 351, 380 
Adiima, J. C.. 240, 241, 257 
Adtinis, W. S., 388, 3Sl) 

AKonor, 100 
Airy, 240 
Aitkoii, 500, 507 
AlljiitOKiiiiia, 117 
Aldrioli, 350, 361 
Alexivndor tho Gi*ojit, 110 
Andorwm, 623 
AnKsl-roin, 371, 390 
Aubiniudi, 285, 2S(i 
Arma, 151 
ArKoIiviidor, 139 
AriaUirchua, -11, 70, 110 
Ariatollo, 40, 70, 110 
ArrhoiiiuH, 73, 403 

HiickliousiS 203 
Ro^or, 0 
Buih*y, 522 
Baily, 02 

Biirnard, 200, 203, 27S. 285, 2S9, 200, 
201, 293, 2‘)9, 300, 301, 302, 303, 
305, 30S, 312, 325, 327, 331, 333, 
335, 337, -102, 402, 172, 173, 171, 
408, 553, 551 
Ibiyrr, 140 
B6i(»|H)laltyi B'>0. -72 
Bi'irM'iiln'rK, 337 
|il'HH(*l, 105 
Bii4a, 328, 330, 312 
257 

BolUvood, 303 
Bond, 207, 4S7 
Hohh, Bonjainin, 190 
Bohh, Lowia, 141, 482, 483, 488, 480, 
401, 500. 531 
BoUKiior, 42 
Bourp:(d., 552 
Boiiviird, 230 
Boys, 02 
Bnullcy, 05, 08 
BriiiidoH, 337 
BriLiiii, 02 


Brodiohiii, 323, 324 
Biookn, 312, 321, 327 
Broraon, 263, 330 
BiilTluiai, 307 
Buiaaon, 552 
Bunaoii, 371 
Burnlitiin, 50G 

CJiUHur, 184 
151 

C1iiiiii)1r 41, 270, 482, 48,3, 484, 4S0, 
513, 515, 530, 545, 546, 553, 501 
C'mmoii, Miaa, 527 
dtiasini, G. D.. 274, 275. 297, 300 
aiHriini, J., 41, 271. 302 
(■orulli, 272 
Cluillia, 240 

(OiiiniijtM’lin, 73, 340, 421, 424, 425, 
437, 113, 444, 451 
(OuincUop, 03, 90, 91, 200, 321 
Ghapiiuin, 100, 407, 408, 470 
Clark, 105 
(’larki', 42 

(Urrlv-MaxwtMl, 303, 320 
(^liuinbiia, 1, 15, 10, 41 
('f)inal-ot3k, 483 
('oiHlaiiiiiH*, 42 
('oiflM'tiirUH, 79, 117, 118 
('nnin, 02 
(k»w<‘ll, 335 
(’roll, 115 
(b'nmclliii, 335 
(3iHi.s, 100 

l)'AlamlM‘rt, 05 

Darwin, C4iarl(*H, 10, 412, 41.3 , 
Djirwiii, (li'orj'o II., 50, 0.3, 450, 468, 
100, 545 

Darwin, Iloraco, 03 
Dawc'H, 500 
Dt'lavaa. .321 
DonninK, 338, 340 
DaHlandn'H, 308 
Do Vicn, 330 
Dnurfol, 313 
C05 




666 


INDEX OP NAMES 


Donati, 330 

Doppler, 376, 389, 394, 397, 524 
Douglas, 291 
Dyson, 483 

Eddington, 490, 491 
Eblert, 63 
Elkin, 614 
Ellerman, 400, 401 
Encke, 304, 329, 330 
Eratosthenes, 41 
Euclid, 116 
Eudoxus, 40, 116 
Euler, 92, 436 
Europa, 160 
Evans, 285 
Evershed, 386 

Fabricius, 516 
Fabry, 662 
Farrington, 344, 346 
Faye, 460 

Fizeau, 292, 376, 389, 394, 397, 624 

Flamsteed, 140 

Fleming, Mrs., '627 

Forbes, 262 

Foucaiilt, 84, 85 

Fovrle, 360, 351 

Fox, 376, 382 

Fraunhofer, 390, 403 

Frost, 611, 613, 614, 552 

Gale, 62, 66, 69, 388, 458 

GalUeo, 8, 79, 117, 119, 207, 289, 299, 

GaUe, 240 
Gauss, 258, 313 
Gilbert. 213 
GiU, 142, 247, 499 
Go(^, 42 
Goodricke, 616 
Gould, 139 

Gregory XIII, Pope, 184, 186 
Hagen, 84 

Hale, 286, 386, 386, 388, 389, 398, 
400, 401 
HaU, 273, 305 

HaUey, 166, 105, 327, 332, 334, 335, 
336, 342 
Harding, 258 
Hayford, 33, 42 
Hecker, 63 
Hegel, 257 


Helmert, 42 

Helmholtz, 357, 460, 626, 633 
Hencko, 268 
Henderson, 101 
Hera, 161 

Horsohel, John, 205, 316, 467, 470, 
473, 606 

Herschel, William, 239, 297, 306, 306, 
316, 329, 470, 474, 482, 606, 621, 
663, 660 
Hill, 242, 297 
Hinks, 247 

Hipparchus, 79, 94, 117, 141 

Holden, 307 

Hooke, 274, 275 

Hough, G. W., 294, 296 

Hough, S. S., 63 

Huggins, 279 

Hughes, 149, 167 

HuU, 326 

Hussey, 600 

Huxley, 362 

Huyghens, 297, 299 

Innes, 499 

Jacobi, 644 
Jeffreys, 91 
Joule, 355 
Julius, 396 

Kant, 367, 411, 412, 414, 416, 446, 
447 448 449 

Kaptoyn, 142, 473, 486, 486, 490, 
491, 496, 499, 625, 626, 631 
Keeler, 279, 303, 307, 424, 564, 561 
Kelvin, 60, 62, 68, 369, 361, 406, 469, 
492 

Kepler, 7, 9, 117, 119, 229, 230, 231, 
313, 523 

Kirchhoff, 371, 390 
Kirkwood, 260, 304, 460, 461 
Kortozzi, 63 
Khstner, 63, 90 

Lagrange, 233, 234, 238, 241 
Lambert, 313 

Lane, 367, 368, 626, 633, 640 
Langley, 350, 366, 379, 390 
Laplace, 46, 233, 238, 239, 302, 313, 
320, 411, 412, 414, 416, 449, 460, 
461, 633, 534 
Lassell, 297, 307 
Lebedew, 326 



index- op names 


567 


Loe, 614 
Leibnitz, 2H4 

Levorrior, l>4(), 241, 257, 342 
Lcxoll, 321 
Liiidenuuiii, 520, 527 
L<j(4<yor, 394, 534, 556 
Love, 58 

Lowell, 2(52. 270, 272, 283, 284, 

280, 2S7, 298, 304 
LudondorlT, 152 

Muelaiiriii, 544 
MiieMilliin, 88, 459 
Mn^olliin, 1 
Miuioy, 652 
MnH<?iiri, 272 
Miinkulyuo, 02 
Maunder, 100, 2S5, 3S4, 405 
Maury, MIbh, 527 
Mayor, 355 
Modu.sa, 100 
MeloU(», 289, 400, 407, 468, 470 
Moiidol5off, 369 
Motwier, 150, 167, 501 
MitOielHnn, 52, 50, 59, 292, 309, 458 
Millie, 02 
MiLehell, 02 
Monro, 553, 501 
Muller, 208, 209, 270 

Nowuonili, 03, 285, 292, 308 
Nowtou, 7, 8, 9. 15. 34, 35, 41,42. 02, 
03, 79, SO, 04, 119, 120, 230, 232, 
233, 238, 313. 329. 332, 355, 305, 
360, 390 
Nielli)1 h, 320 
Nielli linn 11 , 289 

Olbors, 258, 323 
()liv«‘r, 338, 310 
OrlolT, 03 

Parkliiirnt, 259 
Porrine, 289, 525 
Porrotin, 272, 284, 307 
IMiiloliiuH, 78 
Piazzi, 257, 258 
Pieard, 41, 42 

PiekorinR, E. C., 152, 470, 512, 624, 
527 

PickoriiiK, W. H., 210, 202, 284, 287, 
297, 319 

Poincarfi, 242, 544 
PoisHon, 459 


Ptolemy, 79, 117, 118, 139, 141 
PytliaRoroB, 40, 116 


Sampewn, 390 
Scliooborlo, 160 

Soliiapiu'oUi, 270, 272, 283. 284. 285, 
342 

' SoliloHingor, 518 
Schrator, 209, 271 
StihiiHter, 385 
Seliwabo, 383 
StOiwarzBehiltl, 326 
Schweydar, 58, 63 
Searos, 565 
Sceidii, 527. 528 
See, 607, 608 
Seoliger, 525 
Hhaplcy, 503, 517. 519 
Slipher, E. C,, 295, 298 
Hlipher. V. M„ 272, 279, 307, 308, 
558, 501 

Sloeuni, 397, 420 
Smith, 389 
SofligoiicH, 184 
Spoiieer, 10, 412 
Stefan, 280, 354, 358, 542 
St. John, 380, 387, 394 
StrOingron, 314 
Strutt, 303 
Struve, Williain, 500 
Sullivan, 600 
Siiiulnuui, 242 

Taechini, 272 
Tobbutt, 331 
'Pom pel, 342 
Thaekoray, 483 
Tlmloa, 110 
Thotia, 151 
Thollon, 284 
Tiasonvnd, 308 


286, 


Ramaay, 395 
Rayot, 630, 635, 601 
Robour-Pasohwitas, 03 
Rcieh, 02 

Ritohoy, 210, 402, 429, 430, 601, 625, 
637. 651, 560, 559 
Ritter, 357 

Rofilio, 303, 327, 340, 423, 460 
Roomer, 292 
Rowland, 369, 385, 390 
Ruaaoll, 617, 634 
Rutherford, 307 



668 


INDEX OP NAMES 


Titiua, 267 
Todd, 262 
Turner, 467 
Tuttle, 342 

Tycho Brahe, 7, 118, 119, 141, 163, 
229, 523 


Very, 206 

Vogel, 279, 612, 613, 618 

Wallace, Alfred Russel, 412 
Wallace, R. J., 101, 216 
Weiss, 342 
Whewell, 234 
Wien, 372 
Wilczynald, 390 


Williams, 284, 624 

Wilsing, 62, 390 

Wilson, R. E., 558 

Wilson, W. E., 626 

Witt, 247, 260 

Wolf, Max, 268, 625 

Wolf, 630, 635, 661 

Wollaston, 390, 487 

Wright, Thomas, 411, 412, 446 

Wright, W. H., 615 

Young, C. A., 307, 391 
Young, Thomas, 366 

Zeeman, 385 
Zeus, 161, 160 
Zdllner, 205, 487 



GENEEAL INDEX 


Absorption of light, 360, 407, 
Absorption speotrum, 376. 
Aoceloration, definition of, 8. 
Aohernar, 144. 

Aerolites, 343. 

Ago of earth, 360. 

Alcor, 161, 614. 

Aldobaran, 139, 144, 621. 

Algol, 140,169,160,166, 616,617,618. 
Almagest, 117. 

Almucantars, 124. 

Alpha Centanri, 101, 144, 476, 616. 
Alpha Cmcis, 144. 

Alpha Geminorum, 619. 

Altoir, 139, 144. 

Altitude, 124. 
of equator, 108. 
of pole, 108. 

American Ephomeris and Nautical 
Almanac, 176, 263. 

Andromeda, 169, 160. 

Nebula, 158, 566, 668, 669. 
Andromid meteors, 340,341, 342,346. 
Angular distances, 150. 

Antaroa, 144, 166, 503, 629. 

Aphelion point, 104. 

Apogee, 197. 

Aquarid meteors, 342. 

Aquila, 473. 

Ara, 473. 

Arcturus, 144,167, 486, 503, 528, 629. 
Areas, law of, 104, 229. 

Argo, 473. 

Ascending node, 188, 249. 
Astronomical unit, 227. 

Atmosphere, 64. 
absorption of light by, 360. 
climatic influences of, 71. 
composition of, 04. 
height of, 60. 
mass of, 66. 
of Jupiter, 296. 
of Mars, 276. 

of Mercury and Venus, 268. 
of Moon, 203. 


of Saturn, 306. 

of Uranus and Neptune, 307. 

pressure of, 66. 

refraction by, 74. 

r61e of in life prooesses, 74. 

Atoms, 68. 

August meteors, 342. 

Auriga, 160. 

Auroras, 66, 404. 

Autumnal equinox, 109. 

Azimuth, 124. 

Base lino, 30. ' 

Beehive (Pressepe), 166. 

Belt of Orion, 163, 166. 

Beta Aurigae, 490. 
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Beta Lyne, 166, 616, 618. 

Betelgeuze, 144, 102, 166, 623. 

Biela’s comet, 328, 330, 342. 

Big Dipper, 77, 139, 140, 140, 161, 
163, 160, 488, 490, 627. 

Binary stars, 507. 
evolution of, 643. 
masses of, 508. 
orbits of, 607. 
origin of, 643. 
spectroscopic, 510. 

Bode's law, 267. 

Bolometer, 306. 

BoStes, 167. 

Brooks’ comet, 318, 321. 

Brorseu’s comet, 330. 

Calendar, 184. 

Canals of Mors, 283. 

Canes Vcnatici, spiral nebula in, 429. 
Canis Major, 165, 473. 

Canis Minor, 166. 

Canopus, 144, 480. 

Capolla, 144, 160, 486, 614, 624. 
Carbon dioxide, 64. 
effects on olmiato, 73. 
production of, 73. 
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Casdopeia, 152,163,169,473,474,623. 

Castor, 166. 

Catalogues of stars, 141, 482, 499. 

Celestial sphere, 122, 

Centaurua, 473. 

Center of gravity of earth and moon, 
199. 

Cephous, 473. 

Ceres, discovery of, 257. 

Chemical constitution of sun, 393. 

Chromosphere, 378, 394. 

Ciroinus, 473. 

Circumpolar star trails, 78. 

Clusters of stars, 600. 

Comet, of 1668, 318. 
of 1680, 329. 
of 1811, 316, 329. 
of 1843, 318. 

of 1880 and 1882, 318, 331. 

Comets, appearance of, 311. 
capture of, 320. 
dimensions of, 316. 
disintegration of, 327. 
families of, 318. 
masses of, 317. 
naming of, 313. 
orbits of, 313. 
origin of, 322, 442. 

Comets’ tails, theories of, 323. 

Conic sections, 234, 313. 

Conservation of energy, 365. 

Constellations, 139. 
list of, 148. 

Contraction of sun, 356. 

Codrdinates, 123. 

Copemican theory, 118. 

Corona, of sun, 379, 401. 

Corona Borealis, 157. 

Coronium, 403. 

Corpuscles, 367. 

Craters of moon, 211. 

Crux, 473. 

Cygnus, 473, 550, 551, 554. 

Date, place of change of, 181. 

Day, astronomical, 181. 
civil, 181. 

invariability of, 88. 

Julian, 185. 

longest and shortest, 173. 
mean solar, 175. 
sidereal, 171. 
solar, 172. 

Dearborn Observatory, 166. 


Declination, 126. 

Deduction, 9, 10. 

Deferent, 118. 

Deimos, 273. 

Delavan's comet, 324, 325. 

Delta Aquilro, 508. 

Delta Cophei, 520, 522. 

Delta Librte, 618. 

Deneb, 144. 

Density, of earth, 45, 46, 48, 60. 
of moon, 202, 264. 
of Bim, 264. 
of stars, 517, 641. 

Deviation, of falling bodies, 82. 
of air currents, 85. 
of rivers, 87. 

I Dialogues of Galileo, 119. 

Dimensions, of comets, 310. 
of sun, moon, and planets, 254. 

Discovery of Uranus and Neptune, 
166, 238. 

Disintegration, of comets, 327. 
of matter, 363, 364. 

Distance, of moon, 20, 194. 
of planets, 249. 
of stars, 476, 484, 480, 487. 
of sun, 247. 

Distribution, of stars, 463, 470. 
of sun spots, 383. 
of time, 179. 

Diurnal circles, 109. 

Donati's comet, 330. 

Doppler-Fizeau law, 376, 389, 394, 
397, 624. 

Double stars, 505. 

Dynamics of stellar system, 491. 

Earth, age of, 360. 
density of, 46, 46, 48, 50. 
dimensions of, 33. 
elasticity of, 59. 
mass of, 46. 

oblateness of, 31, 34, 35. 
pressure in, 51. 
revolution of, 96. 
rigidity of, 62, 59. 
rotation of, 77, 82, 84, 85. 
sphericity of, 27. 
temperature in, 51. 

Earthquakes, 60. 

Earth’s orbit, 103, 104. 

Eccentricity, 104. 

of earth’s orbit, 104, 249. 
of planetary orbits, 249. 
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EooGntrio motion, 118. 

Eoholon spectroscope, 369. 

Eclipses, of moon, 218. 
of sun, 220. 
phenomena of, 223, 
uses of, 220, 224. 

Eclipsing variables, 616. 

Ecliptic, 94, 127. 
obliquity of, 105. 
polo of, 106, 

Elasticity of earth, 62, 59. 

Electrical repulsion, 323. 

Electrons, 367. 

Elements, in sun, 393. 
of orbit, 248, 249. 
table of, 249. 

Eleven-year cycle, 404. 

Ellipse, dehnition of, 103. 

Elongations of planets, 227. 
dates of, 256. 

Enoko’s comet, 329, 330. 

Energy, conservation of, 355. 
from radium, 363. 
kinetic, 356. 
of coal, 353. 
of solar system, 419. 
of water, 362. 
of wind, 352. 
potentid, 356. 
radiant, 356. 
radiated by sun, 353. 

Epicycle, 11A 

Epsilon Lyrte, 154, 155, 239. 

Equation of time, 176. 

Equator, 106, 125. 
altitude of, 108. 

Equinoctial colure, 125. 

Equinoxes, 94, 109. 
autumnal, 109. 
how to locate, 163. 
precession of, 92, 94, 116. 
vernal, 109. 

Eros, 260. 

Escape of atmosphere, 69. 

Eta CassiopeiiB, 153. 

Evolution, 16, 
essence of, 407. 
of planets, 431. 
of stars, 532, 533. 
value of, 408. 

Faoulee, 382. 
periodicity of, 388, 404. 

FaJling bodies, deviations of, 82. 


First-magnitude stars, 143, 144. 

Flash spectrum, 391. 

Flooouli, 389. 

Foci, 103. 

Fomolhaut, 144. 

Fossils, occurrence of, 302. 

Foucault's pendulum, 84. 

Fraunhofer lines, 390. 

Galaxy, 146, 169, 470, 474, 479, 490, 
492,496, 497, 498, 409. 600, 603. 
553, 558. 

Galileo’s Dialogues, 119. 

Gamma Virginia, 608. 

Gases, kinetic theory of, 08, 492. 

proasuro of, 69. . 

Gogonschoin, 262. 

Gemini, 100. 

Geographical system, 122. 

Glacial epoch, 73. 

Globular star clusters, 500. 

Grating spectrosoopo, 360. 

Gravitotion, discovery of, 230. 
importance of law of, 231. 
law of, 9, 230, 463, 

Gravity, surface, 245. 
of planets, 264. 

Holley’s comet. 327, 332, 334, 335, 
330, 342. 

Harvard College Observatory, '144, 
260, 512, 622, 623, 627, 628, 629, 
630. 

Heat, from moon, 204. 
from sun, 360. 
received by planets, 250. 

Helium, 362, 363, 305. 

Hercules, 166, 169, 482, 601, 603. 
Horizon, 123. 

Hour angle, 131. 

Hour circle, 126. 

Hyades, 160, 162, 488. 

Hydrocyanic acid, 64. 

Hyperbola, 236. 

Hypothesis, of Kant, 446. 
of Laplace, 449. 
planetesimal, 421. 

Inclination of earth’s orbit, 105. 

of planetary orbits, 249. 

Induction, 8. 

Infinity of physical univorso, 648. 
Irregular nebxilm, 660. 

variables, 622. 

Isostasy, 42. 
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Jimo, discovery of, 258. 

Jupiter, atmosphere of, 296, 
belts of, 293. 
great red spot on, 294. 
markings on, 293. 
physical condition of, 296, 
rotation of, 292, 437. 
satellite system of, 289. 
seasons of, 296. 

Kepler’s laws, 229, 

Kinetic energy, 356. 

Kinetic theory of gases, 68, 492. 

Lag of tides, 455. 

Lane’s law, 358, 526. 

paradox, 357, 533. 

Laplacian hypothesis, 449, 533. 
Latitude, astronomical, 40, 123. 
celestial, 127. 
geocentric, 40. 
geographical, 40. 
variation of, 63, 89. 

Law, of areas, 104, 229. 

of gravitation, 9, 230, 463. 

Laws, of force, 236. 
of motion, 8, 80. 
of spectrum analysis, 371. 

Leap year, 184. 

Leo, 157, 340. 

Leonid meteors, 340, 341, 342. 
Lexell’a comet, 321. 

Libration of Mercury, 271. 

Librations of moon, 201. 

Lick Observatory, 150, 160, 166, 260, 
277, 278, 285, 289, 291, 424, 483, 
507, 615, 530, 553, 555, 557, 561. 
Light, absorption of,' 370. 
dispersion of, 370. 
from moon, 204. 
from sun, 349. 
nature of, 365. 
polarized, 366. 
pressure of, 326. 
production of, 366. 
refraction of, 74, 370. 
velocity of, 22, 99, 291, 354. 
wave lengths of, 349, 366. 
zodiacal. 262, 328, 442. 

Longitude, 123. 
celestial, 127. 

Long period variables, 520. 

Lowell Observatory, 272, 279, 285, 
295, 308. 


Lunar, craters, 211. 
mountains, 207. 

Lupus, 473. 

Lyra, 23, 163, 156. 

Lyrid meteors, 341, 346. 

Magellanic clouds, 630, 653. 

Magnetic storms, periodicity of, 404, 
405. 

Magnitudes of stars, 142, 466. 

Mars, atmosphere of, 270. 
canals of, 283. 

explanation of canals of, 285. 
polar caps of, 277, 278. 
rotation of, 274, 437. 
satellites of, 273. 
seasons of, 277. 
temperature of, 277. 
water on, 279. 

Mass, of atmosphere, 65. 
of moon, 71, 198. 
of sun, 264. 

Masses, determination of, 244, 
of planets, 264. 
of stars,^508, 509. 

Mean distance, definition of, 229. 

Moan solar time, 175. 

Mercury, 266. 
albedo of, 268. 
atmosphere of, 208. 

Ubrations of, 271. 
markingB of, 269. 
phases of, 266. 
rotation of, 269. 
seasons of, 270. 
transits of, 267. 

Meridian, 124. 

Meteoric showers, 339. 
matter, resistance of, 88. 

Meteorites, 343. 
composition of, 344. 
origin of, 345. 

Meteors, 65, 337, 625. 
effects of on earth’s rotation, 88. 
effects of on solar system, 343. 
height of, 65, 338. 
number of, 338. 

Mile, nautical, 16. 

Milky Way, 22, 146, 160, 431, 402, 
470, 473, 490, 491, 496, 49S, 507, 
523, 625, 530, 531, 554, 557, 658, 
560. 

Mizar, 151, 152, 512. 
spectrum of, 511, 613. 
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Molocules, 68. 
size of, 68. 
velocity of, 69. 

Moment of momentum, 88. 
of solar system, 410, 417. 

Monoceros, 473. 

Moon, 188. 
apogee of, 197. 
apparent motion of, 188. 
atmosphere of, 203. 
craters of, 211. 
density of, 202, 264. 
dimensions of, 196. 
distance of, 20, 194. 
diurnal circles of, 192. 
eclipses of, 218. 
effects of on earth, 217. 
heat received from, 204. 
librations of, 201. 
map of, 209. 
moss of, 71, 198, 264. 
mountains of, 207. 
orbit of, 188, 197. 
perigee of, 197. 
periods of, 189. 
phases of, 191. 
rays and rills of, 214. 
rotation of, 200. 
satellites of, 220. 
surface changes of, 216. 
surface gravity of, 202. 
temperature of, 206. 
velocity of, 196. 

Motion, of earth, 103. 
of sun, 96, 482, 483, 4S4. 
of stars, 145, 480, 481, 487. 

Mount Wilson Sol ar Observatory, 286, 
348, 387, 396, 401, 601. 603, 564. 

Mountain method of determining 
density of earth, 48. 

Mu Orionis, 612. 

Hpoci.rum of, 613. 

Muaca, 473 

Nadir, 124. 

Naval Observatory, 17,123, 180, 181. 

Nebulce, iirogulnr, 560. 
planetary, 660. 
ring, 660. 

spiral, 429, 430, 554, 666, 567. 

Nebular hypothesis, 411, 449. 

Ncbulium, 553, 666, 601. 

Neptune, atmosphere of, 307. 
discovery of, 156, 238. 


physical condition of', 308. 
rotation of, 307, 437. 
satellite of, 306. 

Nitrogen, 64. 

Nodes, ascending and descending, 
188. 

Norma, 473. 

Northern Crown, 167. 

Nova Aurigffi, 624. 

Nova Persei, 626, 626. 

Number of stars, 145, 464, 466, 468. 

Nutation, 96. 

Oblate figure, 32. 

Oblateness of earth, 31, 34. 

Obliquity of ecliptic, 106. 

Omega Contauri, 501, 522. 

Omicron Ceti, 616, 621. 

Ophiuchus, 473, 623. 

Opposition, definition of, 228. 
of planets, dates of, 266. 

Orbits, of binary stars, 607. 
of comets, 313. 
of planetoids, 269, 
of planets, elements of, 248, 249. 

Origin, of binary stars, 643. 
of comets, 322, 442. 
of meteorites, 345. 
of planetoids, 259. 
of planets, 431. 
of spooies, 412, 413. 
of spiral nobulm, 424. 

Orion, 77, 160, 102, 163, 491. 

Orion nebula, 163, 164, 662. 

Orionid meteors, 341. 

Oxygen, 04. 

Pallas, discovery of, 258. 

Parabola, 235. 

Parallax, of stars, definition of, 100. 
determination of, 470. 
of sun, 247. 

Parallelogram of forces, 81. 

Parsec, definition of, 476. 

Pendulum, Foucault’s, 84. 
horizontal, 60, 63. 

Penumbra, of earth’s shadow, 218. 

■ of sun spots, 381. 

Perigee of moon's orbit, 197. 

Perihelion point, definition of, 104. 
longitude of, 240. 

Period, of moon, sidoreul, 189. 
synodical, 189. 

1 Period of planets, 249. 
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Periodicity of sun spots, 383. 

Perseid meteors, 340. 

Perseua. 140, 169, 160, 473, 490, 623. 

Pertiarbations, 237. 

Phases, of Mercury and Venus, 266. 
of moon, 191. 

Phobos, 273. 

Photographic chart of sky, 141. 

Photosphere, 378, 379. 

Planetary orbits, dimensions of, 249. 
eccentricities of, 249, 434. 
planes of, 249, 433. 

Planeteaimal, hypothesis, 421. 
organization, 422. 

Planetoids, diameters of, 260. 
orbits of, 269, 442. 
origin of, 269. 

Planets, 226. 

dates of elongation of, 266. 
dates of opposition of, 266. 
density of, 264. 
dimensions of, 254, 
distances of, 249. 
evolution of, 431. 
heat received by, 250. 
inferior, 227. 
intra-Mercurian, 261. 
masses of, 264. 
origin of, 431. 
periods of, 249. 
possible undiscovered, 261. 
rotations of, 437. 
superior, 227. 
surface gravity of, 254. 
synodical periods of, 256. 
trans-Neptunian, 261. 

Pleiades, 22, 139, 160, 161, 162, 636, 
537, 641. 

Pointers, 149, 160. 

Pole, 106. 

altitude of, 108. 
of ecliptic, 106. 

Polar caps of Mars, 277, 278. 

Polaris, 139, 149, 160, 153, 516. 

Pollux, 144, 166. 

Potential energy, 366. 

PrsBsepe, 166. 

Precession of equinoxes, 92, 94, 116. 

Principia, 232. 

Prism spectroscope, 369. 

Procyon, 144, 165, 166. 

Prominences, 379, 395, 426. 

Proper motion of stars, 146, 479, 
498. 


Ptolemaic theory, 118. 

Pulkowa, 166. 

Pyramids, 23. 

Quadrature, 191, 228. 

Radial velocity, 144, 376, 377. 

Radiant point of meteors, 339, 341. 

Radioactivity in sun, 363. 

Radium, 362, 363. 

Rays and rills, 214. 

Reference points and lines, 121. 

Refraction, 74, 370. 

Regulus, 144, 159, 

Reversing layer, 378, 390. 
constitution of, 392. 

Revolution of earth, 96, 98, 100, 
101 . 

Rigel, 144, 183, 480. 

Right ascension, 126. 

Rigidity of earth, 62, 69. 

Ring nebula in Lyra, 156, 660. 

Rings of Saturn, 299, 441. 
constitution of, 302. 
permanency of, 304. 

Roche’s limit, 303, 327, 346, 460. 

Rotation, of earth, 82, 84, 86, 
of Jupiter, 292, 437. 
of Mars, 274, 437. 
of Mercury, 269. 
of moon, 200. 
of Neptune, 307, 437. 
of Saturn,.306, ^7. 
of sun, 388, 436. 
of TJranus, 307, 437. 
of Venus, 271. 

Runaway stars, 468. 

Sa^ttarius, 473, 654. 

Salinity of the oceans, 361. 

Satellites, of Jupiter, 289. 
of Mars, 273. 
of moon, 220. 
of Neptune, 306. 
of Saturn, 297. 
of Uranus, 306. 
origin of, 440. 

Saturn, physical condition of, 306. 
ring system of, 299, 441. 
rotation of, 305, 437. 
satellite system of, 297. 
seasons of, 306. 
shape of, 39. 

surface markings on, 306. 
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Science, 1. 

imperfoctioufl of, 10. 
methode of, 6. 
ori/isin of, 4. 
viiluG of, 2. 

Scientific theories, 12. 
contributions to, by ttatronomy, 14. 

Scintillation of stars, 76. 

Scope of astronomy, 19. 

ScorpiuB, 156, 167, 473. 

Seasons, oauso of, 107. 
lug of, 112. 
length of, 112. 
of Jupiter, 296. 
of Mara, 277. 
of Mercury, 270. 

of Saturn, 306. | 

of Venus, 272. 

Seismograph, 62. 

Serpens, 473. 

Shape of earth, 33, 38. 

Shape of earth's orbit, 102. 

Shooting stars, 65, 337, 525. 

Sidereal, day, 171. 
period of moon, 189. 
period of planets, 249. 
year, 183. 
time, 171. 

SidoritoB, 342. 

Sirius, 139, 140, 143, 144, 165, 166, 
322, 479, 480, 486, 4S8, 493, 494. 
spootrum of, 527. 

Solar, days, 172. 
energy, 353. 

Observatory, 2S.5, 348, 386, 387, 
396, 401, 501. r>(}3, 554. 
lime, 172. 

Solstices, 100. 

Spectra of stars, 486, 527, 630. 

Spectroholiogrnph, 385, 398. 

Spectroscope, 101, 269, 279, 303, 307, 
369. 403. 

Spectroscopic binaries, 610. 

Spectrum, absorption, 376. 
analysis. 369. 
analysis, laws of, 371. 
flash, 391. 

Sphericity of earth, 27. 

Spheroid, oblate and prolate, 38. 

Spicu, 144, 153, 514. 

Spiral nobuliD, 429. 430,654, 556, 667. 
origin of, 424. 

Stability, of solar system, 238. 
of satellites, 290. I 


Standard time, 177. 

Star, olusters, 500. 
streams, 490. 

Stars, binary, 607. 
oaf^ogues of, 141, 482, 490. 
clusters of, 500. 
density of, 517, 641. 
distances of, 476, 484, 486, 487. 
distribution of, 463, 470. 
double, 505. 
evolution of, 632, 633. 
first-magnitude, 143, 144. 
groups of, 487, 490. 
mosBOS of, 608, 609. 
motions of, 146, 480, 481. 
number of, 146, 464, 466, 468. 
parallaxes of, 476. 
proper motions of, 146, 479, 481. 
radial velooitios of, 481. 
runaway, 498. 
spectra of, 486, 627. 
temperatures of, 639. 
temporary, 623. 
twinkling of, 76. 
variable, 615. 
velocities of, 23. 

Stefan's law, 280, 364,' 368. 

Sun, apparent motion of, 96. 
constitution of, 378, 392, 393. 
density of, 264. 
distance of, 247. 
ocUpses of, 220. 
heat received from, 360. 
light and heat of, 349. 
magnetic field of, 3S5. 
magnitude of, 143, 602- 
mass of, 254. 
motion of, 482, 483, 484. 
parallax of, 247. 
post and future of, 360, 443. 
radiation of, 353. 
rotation of, 388, 436. 
surface gravity of, 245, 264. 
temperature of, 364. 

Sunlight in all latitudes, 111. 

Sun's eleven-year cycle, 404. 

Sun’s heat, combustion theory of, 
368. 

contraction theory of, 366. 
meteoric theory of, 358. 

Bub-atoinio energy theory of, 364, 

Sun spots, distribution and perio¬ 
dicity of, 383. 
motions of, 387. 
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Sun spots, penumbra of, 381. 
periodicity of, 383. 
polarity of, 386. 
umbree of, 381. 

Superstition, 14, 

Surface gravity, determination of, 
245. 

of moon, 202. 
of planets, 264. 
of sun, 245, 254. 

Sword of Orion, 163. 

Synodical period, of moon, 189. 
of planets, 256. 

Tails of comets, theories of, 323. 
Taurus, 160, 162, 473, 488, 489, 
494. 

Tebbutt’s comet, 331. 

Tempel's comet of 1866, 342. 
Temperature, of earth, 51. 
of Mars, 277. 
of moon, 205. 
of sun, 354. 

of stars, 530. . 

Temporary stars, 523., . 

Theory of evolution,/407'* ’ 
value of, 408. 

Tidal, bulges, 54. 
cones, 455. 

evolution, 420, 454, 460. 
experiments, 56. 

Tide-raising, acceleration, 54. 

forces, 243, 452, 453. 

Tides, cause of, 242. 
effects of, on day, 88. 
effects of, on earth, 458. 
effects of, on moon, 456. 
lag of, 455. 

Time, distribution of, 179. 
equal intervals of, 169, 170. 
equation of, 176. 
local. 177. 
mean solar, 175. 
practical measure of, 170. 
sidereal, 171. 
solar, 172. 
standard, 177. 

Torsion balance, 46. 

Total eclipses, 222. 

Transits of Mercury and Venus, 
267. 

Triangulation, 20. 

Trifid Nebula, 554, 555. 

Tropical year, 183. 


Tuttle’s comot, 342. 

Twilight, duration of, 67. 

Twinkling of stars, 76. 

Umbra, of earth’s shadow, 218. 
of sun spots, 381. 

Uniformity of earth’s rotation, 87. 

Uranium, 362. 

Uranus, atmosphere of, 307. 
discovery of, 239. 
physical condition of, 30S. 
rotation of, 307, 437. 
satellites of, 300. 

Ursa Major, 160, 161, 400, 666. 

Variability, of Eros, 261. 
of JapotuB, 297. 

Variable stars, cluster, 622. 
edipsing, 616. 
irregular, 622. 
of Beta Lyrro typo, 618. 
of Delta Cophei tyixs, 610. 
long period, 620. 

Variation, in lengths of days, 172. 
of latitude, 63, 89. 
of sun’s radiation, 361. 

Vega. 23, 139, 144;, 154, 166, 486. 

Velocity, of escape,- 69. 
of light, 22, 99, 291, 364. 
of meteors, 337, 
of moleculpB, OO. 
of moon, 196; 
of sun, 23. 
of stars, 23. 

Venus, atmosphere of, 268. 
markings of, 271. 
phases of, 266. 
rotation of, 271. 
seasons of, 272. 
transits of, 267. 

Vernal equinox, 109. 

Vertical circles, 124. 

Vesta, discovery of, 268. 

Virgo, 163. 

Vulpeoula, 473. 

Wave length of light,'349, 366- 

Wien’s law, 372. 

Wolf-Rayet stars, 630, 636, 661. 

Xeon, 64. 

Year, anomalistic, 183. 
leap, 184. 
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Year, Bideroal, 183. 
tropical, 183. 

Yorkes Observatory, 77, 139, 158, 
101, 103, 164, 192, 208, 210, 212, 
216, 269, 276, 285, 291, 300, 301, 
302, 312, 333, 376, 397, 400, 426, 


429, 430, 462, 601, 611, 613, 626, 
628, 629, 637, 661, 654, 666, 669. 

Zenith, 124. 

Zodiacal light, 262, 328, 442, 
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